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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN 
 
A different sort of column this time.  I came across this in an old FHS (not HFHS) journal and 
thought it was worth repeating.  A salutary tale! 
 

The Genealogist's Prayer 
 

Lord help me dig into the past 
And sift the sands of time, 

That I might find the roots that made 
This branching tree of mine. 

 
Lord help me find the missing names 

From generations past, 
That I might search the internet 

And fill the gaps at last. 
 

Lord help me find an ancient book 
Or dusty manuscript 

That's hidden safely now away 
In some forgotten crypt. 

 
If it should fill the missing link 
That causes me such pain, 

T'would free me from the OPR's 
And maybe leave me sane! 

 
 Angus Bethune 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

JOURNAL – NEW EDITOR 
 
As the new editor of the Highland Family History Society it puts me under just a lot of pressure, 
which is probably a good thing, to try and finish a few items of research that I started but as yet not 
completed. I would like to give my thanks and appreciation to John Durham for his many years of 
editing the journal and his help in getting me started. 
 
As John has said numerous times and I will continue to do – Highland FHS is always looking for 
new articles from members, however small – all will be greatly received, tell us your interests or 
what your ‘brick wall’ is, maybe we can help by putting something in the journal or even send us a 
photo for the front cover!.  
 
Stuart Farrell  
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Ross-shire Soldier Celebrated in Canada 100 Years  
After He was killed in the Trenches 

By Fiona J Newton 
 
Just over 3 years ago I received a phone call from the webmaster of the Strathpeffer Village 
website.  He had received a message from the Canadian Military asking if there were any relatives 
of Ian Ross MacKenzie whose parents lived at View Cottage, Heights of Inchvannie, Strathpeffer 
in the area.  I knew that Uncle Ian (John really but called Ian to save confusion with his father, also 
John) had been killed just at the end of World War I, serving with a Canadian regiment. I contacted 
Drum Major Kevin Offord to say I was a distant relative and I’d do more research.  Daphne Aird, 
who is more closely related to Ian, than me was able help with the research. She had a copy of his 
obituary from the Ross-shire Journal, dated November 29 November 1918.  She also had more 
information about the Canadian cousins. Since then the emails have been flying back and forth 
between the Heights and Canada. I have found it very interesting to make contact with cousins I 
didn’t even know existed. 
 

Ian had previous military experience with the 
Seaforth Highlanders for 9 years and the 90th 
Regiment of Canada. He was working as an 
accountant in Kingston, Ontario when he decided to 
join up at the age of 34. On May 6, 1915 he 
embarked the RMS Metagama at Montreal 
Quebec.  Nine days later he disembarked at 
Devonport, England and proceeded to West 
Sandling Camp, near Hythe, Kent. In early 
September 1915 Ian reverted to rank of Private at 
own request and was appointed to the position of 
Acting Pipe Major. By mid-September he was on the 
St Seiriol from Folkestone to Boulogne, France and 
proceeded to St Omer.  A year after joining up he 
was granted 9 days leave with a further 10 days 4 
months later.  In January 1918 he was posted to the 
Eastern Ontario Regiment Depot with view to 
obtaining a commission. In early February he was 
sent to the Officer Training Course at Bexhill.  At the 
end of April he was Commissioned as a 2nd 
Lieutenant and was “Taken On Strength” to the 6th 
Reserve Battalion. In August he arrived at Canadian 
Infantry Base Depot at Havre, France and 
was taken on by the 21st Battalion in the field and 
posted to “B” Company, bivouacked near Arras.  On 
11 October 1918 he was killed in action. He was 
buried at Niagara Cemetery, Iwuy, France. His 
headstone bears the inscription “A brave life given 

for others from his parents and sisters”.  His sister, Mary, was Daphne Aird’s grandmother. He was 
a first cousin of my grandfather, Colin MacDonald (author of Echoes of the Glen, Highland 
Journey, Highland Memories and Croft and Ceilidh). His sister, Maggie Watt, emigrated to 
Canada, and her great grandson, Jean Marc Leger, was able to attend the ceremony to name the 
Band Room at the Armouries in Kingston, Ontario in memory of Ian Ross MacKenzie, their First 
Pipe Major. 
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Pipe Major Joel Cameron (left) and Drum Major Kevin Offord (right) presented the regiment’s kilt 
pin, which is a model of the Vimy Cross which stands at the Princess of Wales Own Regiment’s 
Armouries to Mr. Jean Marc Leger, (centre) who is related to the a Regiment’s first Pipe Major, Ian 
Ross Mackenzie, who was killed in 1918. 

 

 
 

Drum Major Kevin Offord and Jean Marc Leger outside the Band Room  
named in honour of Ian R Mackenzie. 

 
Ian’s obituary appeared in The Ross-shire Journal on the 29th November 1918 as follows: ‘For 
King and Country. The Late Lieut. John Ross Mackenzie, Achterneed. As already reported, Mr 
and Mrs Mackenzie, View cottage, Achterneed, have been informed that their son, Lieut. John 
Ross Mackenzie, 21st Canadian Battalion, was killed in action in France on the 12th October. The 
report occasioned widespread sorrow, Corpl. J. R. Coghill, pipe band, 21st Canadians, writing to 
the parents, expresses the sorrow which the band experienced at the death of Lt. Mackenzie. 
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“John,” he says, “was held in the highest esteem by all members of the battalion. We got his body 
out, and along with some of the gallant men he so nobly led on the morning of his death, we laid 
him to rest in a quiet British cemetery with full military honours, the band being present at the 
funeral. Words of mine will be but of small comfort to you; at least you will know we think of you in 

your hour of great trial and sorrow. It will be some little 
consolation to you to know that he did not suffer any 
pain, and you have the knowledge that he gave his life 
for the great cause and freedom of the world.” 
The Chaplain of the battalion, in a letter to the mother, 
writing on behalf of the Colonel and of the 21st 
Battalion, expresses deepest sympathy in the loss 
sustained. “He gave his life in the great actions recently 
fought …… I want to assure he was one of those 
whose sacrifice made Canada’s victory possible. …… 
No one more fully realises the worth of your soldier 
hero than his comrades who were beside him.” The 
chaplain’s letter ends with a quotation from Sir J. 
Rennel Rodd’s translation of Simonides epitaph on the 
Plateau dead at Marathon –  
Those who with fame eternal their own dear land 
endowed. 
Took on them as a mantle the shade of death’s dark 
cloud; 
Yet dying thus they died not, on whom is glory shed. 
By virtue which exalts them above all other dead. 
Lt. Mackenzie, who was 37 years of age, was a young 
man of magnificent physique, alert, a good athlete, and 

without ostentation. As the letters quoted show he was a particular favourite in his battalion. In 
1905, after training in the office of the County Collector, Dingwall, having secured an important 
post in the Hudson Bay Company, young Mackenzie, went overseas to Winnipeg. Filing that post 
for some time, he took up the business of an accountant in the city with success. On the outbreak 
of war he joined the colours, and early in 1915, arrived in England. At that time he was Pipe-Major 
to the battalion, and this capacity went to France. Towards the end of last year, on the high 
recommendation of the officer commanding, he returned to England to train for a commission, and 
in August last went overseas to take up duty. He was intensely fond of music, and as a piper was 
the central figure in many Highland gatherings in the city of Winnipeg. It will be recalled by his 
friends at Achterneed that he, while at home, took a leading part in the conduct of the Achterneed 
and District Literary Society, and mainly through his efforts the society’s hall at Achterneed was 
erected. When home on leave in April last, Lt. Mackenzie joined Fingal Lodge of Freemasons, 
Dingwall. With the parents and relatives in their sorrow there is widespread sympathy, and many 
old school companions and friends of his youth will deeply regret the passing of one who was so 
generally loved. Mr and Mrs Mackenzie have had three sons-in-law in the Army. Corpl. W. Watt, 
Black Watch, a postmaster; Capt. T. A. Anderson, formerly of the scots Guards, served with the 
Tyneside Scottish, was wounded early in the war, and is now in England; Pte. Robert Aird, 
Seaforths, was a keeper of Darnaway. A photo of Lt. Mackenzie appears today. 
 
Lt. Ian R. Mackenzie is commemorated on the Fodderty War Memorial. 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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A Nairn Army Veteran 
By Stuart Farrell 

 
I found this in the Nairn County Press newspaper of 23 January 1909 and is a great story worthy 
of further study – Death of an Army Veteran formerly of Nairn. The funeral took place on Monday 
to Tomnahurich Cemetery, Inverness, with military honours, of Mr Patrick Sinnott, who during his 
lengthened military career had taken part in considerable active service. Born at Clonmel, Ireland, 
in 1818, he enlisted in the 17th Regiment at Dublin in 1837. He sailed with the regiment to India, 
and took part in the Afghanistan Campaign. In July, 1839, he witnessed the fall of Ghuznee and 
Kelat. Subsequently he was stationed at Bombay and Poonah, and took part in the Scinde 
Expedition in 1846, having thrilling experiences on the march to Lahore under Lord Napier. Having 
proceeded to Balpoor, the regiment returned to Succour, where it remained for four mounts, after 
losing 60 men by cholera. From Succour, they proceeded to Kurrachee, where the regiment was 
disbanded and sent home. In 1848 Sinnot joined the Seaforths in Belgaum, Bombay, and was 
resident for two years at Aden, subsequently returning to Poonah. He returned to Chatham in 
1854. On his way home the transport, Earl of Balcarres, was wrecked in the Mozambique 
Channel, and drifted helplessly about for over a month, eventually reaching Cape Town, three 
months after leaving Bombay. After arriving in England, Sinnot transferred his services to the 
Highland Light Infantry, and at once sailed for the Crimea, where he witnessed exciting service. 
He was present at the siege and fall of Sebastopol, took part in the expedition under General Sir 
George Brown up the sea of Azov, was present at the capture of Ketrch and Zenakali; and at the 
close of the was left Balaclava for Malta, whence he returned to Scotland. After four years’ service 
at home, Mr Sinnott was appointed to the charge of the Pensioners’ Stores as quarter-master of 
the local corps at Fort George, where he remained for about 22 years. He retired in 1882, after 43 
years’ service. Mr Sinnott and his family resided in Nairn for many years. 
 
Army Records in the National Archives at Kew indicate he was discharged 19 March 1871 at 
Stirling Castle from the 71st Regiment of Foot with number 3787 and rank of Corporal. Trade 
formerly Labourer, born in Clonmel, County Tipperary, Ireland, attested 17th Regiment of Foot at 
Dublin 15 December 1838 aged 20, total service 22 years and 86 days of which 16 years and 7 
months were aboard (East Indies 15 years, Crimea 1½ years, Malta 1 month). Discharged at own 
request. Character and Conduct stated as ‘has been good. He is in possession of four Good 
Conduct badges and has been once tried by Court martial. He served in the Crimea in 1855 and 
has received the Medal and Clasp for Sebastopol.’ 
Details of service include 17th Regiment 15 December 1838 to 31 January 1847, 1 February 1847 
transferred to 78th Regiment to 20 November 1854 when transferred to 71st Regiment as a 
Volunteer. Was awarded 1st Good Conduct badge 15 December 1845 and second 15 December 
1848 but on two occasions they were forfeited. Tried by Court Martial 31 December 1854 and 
again deprived of Good Conduct badges, only being restored 13 March 1856, eventually being 
promoted to Corporal 1 October 1857. Pension started 9 April 1861 at 1s 2d. 
 
Census entries of 1841 stationed at Colaba, India with 17th Regiment of Foot; 1851 stationed at 
Aden with 78th Regiment of Foot; 1861 Patrick Sinnott 41, Chelsea Pensioner, Isabella Sinnott 26 
and Catherine B Sinnott dau 2. At house of Neill McQueen Brother-in-law, High Street, Ardersier; 
1871 Patrick Sennet, 51, Staff Sergeant of Pensioners, Ardersier; 1881 Patrick Sinnott, 61, 
Pensioner Keeper of Pensioner’s Armoury, Ardersier; 1891 Patrick Sinnott, 71, Army Pensioner, 
wife Isabella Sinnott 57, Evan M Sinnottt 16, Draper at Church Street, Nairn; 1901 Patrick Sinnott, 
81, Army Pensioner, widower, at 17 Wilson Street, Nairn. 
 
Died 14 January 1909 at 21 Douglas Row, Inverness son of James Sinnott & Bridget Sinnott ms 
[blank] cause of death stated as senile decay. Married Isabella McQueen (24 December 1831 – 6 
February 1894) born at Campbelltown, Ardersier, died at Ardersier of apoplexy of 2 days. 



 

6 

 

Daughter of Ewen McQueen, Army Pensioner and Catherine Munro. Married at Glasgow 14 May 
1858 with forename given as Peter age 32 Serjeant 71st Regiment son of James Sinnott Army 
Pensioner & Bridget Sinnott to Isabella McQueen daughter of Ewen McQueen Army Pensioner & 
Catherine Munro (both dead).  
 
Children - Although two of his children and his wife died at Ardersier no headstone at Ardersier 
Churchyard, Ardersier Cemetery or Brachlich Cemetery, Gollanfield. Catherine Bridge Sinnott (29 
April 1859 – 31 March 1863) born 30 High Street Glasgow, died Ardersier. Elizabeth Sinnott (7 
November 1868 – 3 April 1870) born Ardersier, died Ardersier. Esther Alice May Sinnott (9 April 
1871 – 29 June 1891) born Ardersier, died at St. Andrews Lhanbryde, Moray. Married to John 
Stevenson, Station Master. Had married in Forres in 1890. Evan McQueen Sinnott (6 January 
1875 – 28 July 1898) born Ardersier, died Bridgeton, Glasgow with occupation as Warehouseman, 
died of enteric fever. 
 
John Sinnott (6 October 1861 – ?) born Ardersier, Married Margaret McRae (? – ?) on 21 June 
1882 at The Roman Catholic Chapel, Nairn, daughter of William McRae & Isabella McKenzie. In 
1891 Census living in 5 Falconers Lane, Nairn with wife, occupation as Brewer’s Assistant with 
children Isabella, Margaret, Alicia, Catherine, Mary W. Jane I. 1901 Census living at Upper 
Glenlea, Boleskine with wife, occupation as Furnaceman Aluminium Factory with children 
Catherine, Mary, Jane, Christina, Ann Lydia. Not found in 1911 Census. Children - Margaret 
McRae Sinnott (1883 – 1903), Alicia/Cecilia Sinnott (1885 – 1891), Catherine Sinnott (1886-?), 
Mary Williamina (1888-?), Jane Isabella R Sinnott (1890-?), Christina Bernadette. Sinnott (1892-
?), Ann Lydia Sinnott (1894-?) and Mary Fraser Sinnott (1896-1896). 
 
Patrick James Sinnott (3 November 1866 – 21 February 1934) born Ardersier, died at Victoria, 
British Columbia, Canada. Married Bella Paterson (1869 – 1945) on 8 January 1889 at Inverness. 
1891 Census living at 11 Douglas Row, Inverness at Father-in-laws House, occupation as Master 
Draper with wife and son Patrick John Paterson (1889 – 1978). 1901 Census recorded as visitor at 
same address with son, occupation stated as Draper & Clothier. Not found in 1911 Census. Was 
awarded Royal Humane Society’s medal & diploma for saving young boy from drowning in the 
River Ness in 1898. Children - Patrick John Paterson Sinnott (1889-?), Jessie Isobel Wifle Sinnott 
(1890- 24 March 1891), Easter Alice M Sinnott (1892-1894), Elizabeth Feodora Sinnott (1895-
1895), Simona Fraser Sinnott (1897- 28 October 1897), Evan Charles M Sinnott (1898-1898), 
George England Sinnott (1899-1900), Frederick Edward Duncan McQueen Sinnott (1902-1954), 
Francis Joseph Sinnott (1904-?), Herbert Vaughan Sinnott (1906-?) and George Park Sinnott (30 
August 1907 – 10 September 1970) at Victoria, British Columbia, Canada. Married to Peggy 
Harmer. 
Sadly six of his children (Easter, Evan, Fedora, George, Jessie and Simona) died very young and 
are commemorated on a headstone in Tomnahurich Cemetery, Inverness. Patrick is buried at 
Hatley Memorial Gardens, Colwood, British Columbia, Canada along with his wife Bella and son 
Frederick Sinnott. 
 
Maybe someone in Canada might be able to fill in the blanks! 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Another Dallas Family of Inverness 
By Stuart Farrell 

 
I found this in the Nairn County Press Newspaper of the 6 October 1906 – ‘The Late Mr Dallas, 
Watchmaker, Inverness. We regret to record the death on Saturday of Mr Alexander Dallas, 
watchmaker, one of the mist resected citizens of the town. Deceased, who was in his sixty-sixth 
year, suffered for some years from heart trouble, but the buoyancy of his spirit kept him up, and 
nobody was more assiduous in business or more cheerful in his intercourse with the public. For 
some months, however he has been laid aside. Mr Dallas was initiated into the business of 
watchmaking under Robert Smith, a name noted in the annals of local watchmaking, whose shop 
in Church Street in after years was long occupied by his diligent and skilful pupil. When a mere lad 
deceased became familiar with the most intricate work connected with his business; and after the 
opening of the Inverness and Nairn Railway in 1855, he was entrusted with the periodical 
inspection of the station clocks. In connection with these journeys, he used to recount many 
humorous and exciting episodes. His reputation as a watchmaker was known all over the North, 
and, with the assistance of his sons, he carried on an extensive business. Mr Dallas was also a 
skilled optician, and exercised the most fastidious care in attending to the many eye prescriptions 
entrusted to him. As a young man he watched the introduction of photography into Inverness, and 
greatly interested himself in the art, which became with his a constant hobby. His father was for 
many years connected with the firm of Dallas and Mackintosh, at one time a leading firm of 
painters in Inverness, and it is a pathetic coincidence that Mr Donald Mackintosh who also died on 
Saturday, was a grandson of the other partner. Mr Dallas was a most likeable man, and was 
greatly respected by a wide circle of friends. He possessed an extraordinary fund of local 
anecdote, and he was always ready with a story, illustrating the humorous and foibles of old 
Inverness. Mr Dallas was an attached member of the North Church, and at the afternoon service 
on Sabbath the Rev. Murdo Mackenzie made touching reference to the sad event. Deceased is 
survived by a widow, and a family of five sons and a daughter. The eldest son is a doctor in 
America, two sons were associated in business with their father, another is Mr D. Dallas, of School 
of Physical Culture, while another conducts a jewellery business in Nairn. The funeral took place 
on Tuesday. “Courier”.’ 
 
His Death Certificate indicates that he died on 29 September 1906 aged 66 of gastric disease & 
heart disease, at Hill Place, Inverness. That he was married to Margaret MacDonald and that both 
his parents, Peter Dallas and Isabella Cameron, were both deceased. Occupation of Watchmaker 
(Master). The death was registered by his son John of 16 Union Street, Inverness. Baptised 23 
January 1838 being born on the 7 January, making him about 2 years older than on his death 
certificate. Father Peter Dallas (? – 6 May 1867) stated as born in England on 1841 Census. 
Death certificate of his father states son of Alexander Dallas, Painter & Catherine Shepherd died 
of paralysis aged 67; informant was his son Robert Dallas. An Alexander Dallas, painter & 
Catherine Shepherd are listed in the Family of Dallas Book (Dallas 1921, page 468) of belonging 
to Nairn but no mention of a son Peter. 
 
Mother Isabella Cameron (? –  7 January 1881) Death certificate of his mother states daughter of 
John Cameron, House Carpenter & Margaret Brander died of bronchitis aged 60 at 52 Castle 
Street, Inverness, informant was son Alexander of 16 Market Brae. (Probable headstone of 
parents in Chapel Yard, Inverness of ‘Erected in 1853 to the memory of Margaret Brander, the 
beloved wife of John Cameron, house carpenter, Inverness, who died on 11 March 1853, aged 64 
years, the said John Cameron, died on the 14th February 1864, aged 83 years by their son 
Duncan Cameron, boot and shoemaker, Inverness, his children – Duncan, who died 26 Jany 
1857, aged 9 weeks.) 
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Peter Dallas’s Will in the Inverness Sheriff 
Court (SC29/44/13) of 12 May 1868 gives 
occupation as Painter and Glazier, and of 
the firm Dallas and Mackintosh. Value of 
household furniture £8.6/-, Stock in Trade 
£61.9.10 Debts £286.11.3. Son Alexander 
named as Executor of Estate. The 
following Notice appeared in The Inverness 
Courier of 23 July 1868. 
 
His parents had married 21 December 
1837 at Inverness, entry in OPR of ‘Peter 
Dallas painter and Isabella Cameron both 
residing in Church Street, Inverness by the 
Rev. Dr Rose.’ 
Other Family included: Margaret Dallas (10 

July 1840 – ?) Baptised 24 July 1840; Married at 2 Church Street, Inverness on 5 August 1868 to 
Mr Alexander D. Fraser, of Inverness by the Rev. A. MacGregor, West Church. 
John Dallas (1 July 1842 – ?) Baptised 21 July 1842; In 1861 Census living with parents at 
Academy Street, Inverness as Blacksmith. 
Jane Dallas (3 July 1844 – ?) Baptised 31 July 1844; Married at Church Street, Inverness on the 
18 October 1867 to Mr Alexander Royan, Commission Agent by the Rev. Alex. MacGregor. In 
1871 Census living with mother at 79 Church Street, Inverness. 
Peter Dallas (27 September 1850 – ?) Baptised 7 November 1850; In 1861 Census living with 
parents at Academy Street, Inverness as Scholar. In 1871 Census living with mother at 79 Church 
Street, Inverness as Watchmaker. Not listed in Clock & Watchmakers of the Scottish Highlands & 
Islands 1780-1900 by Whyte (2001). 
It is interesting to note that in the Book of Dallas (1921) only four out of the five children are listed. 
Headstone in Chapel Yard, Inverness – ‘In memory of Peter Dallas, Painter, Inverness, who died 6 
May 1867; and his wife Isabella Cameron, who died 7 January 1881. Erected by their son 
Alexander.’ 
 
Alexander was apprenticed to William Smith, Watchmaker and succeeded to his business in 1866 
(Whyte 2001) and had his business in Church Street, formerly at No.77 but in 1901 moved from 
No.30 to No. 44 Church Street, Inverness. Alexander was buried in Tomnahurich Cemetery, 
memorial is inscribed: ‘In memory of Alexander Dallas, Watchmaker, Inverness who died 29 Sep 
1906 aged 66 years. And his wife Margaret MacDonald who died 15 Jany 1911, aged 66 years. 
Also their children Peter, who died 8 Jan. 1868, aged 6 months. Isabella, who died 17 Nov. 1879, 
aged 2 years. Erected by their six sons and daughter. In memory of John Dallas, Writer, second 
son of Alexander Dallas who died 22 Dec. 1916 aged 45 years.’ 
 
According to the Newspaper article he had five sons, but a search of the Census and other 
sources indicates that he actually had seven sons and two daughters! Married 12 September 1866 
at Inverness Margaret MacDonald (10 October 1844 – 15 January 1911) daughter of Ewen 
MacDonald, house painter and Ann McIntosh.  
 In Census returns from 1841-1901 as follows:  
1841 – East side of Church Street, Inverness, Peter Dallas 30 Painter, Isabella Dallas 25, 
Alexander Dallas 3, Margaret Dallas 11m, Catharine McKenzie 70 Pauper. 
1851 – At 58 Academy Street, Inverness, Isabella Cameron 34, Alexander Dallas 13 Scholar, 
John Dallas 8 Scholar, Margaret Dallas 10 Scholar, Jane Dallas 6 Scholar and Peter Dallas 6m. 
No indication of location of Father. 
1861 – Lodger at East Register Street, Edinburgh, Alexander Dallas 22, Watchmaker. 
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1871 – At Church Street, Inverness Alexander 31, Watch Maker with wife Margaret 26, son Evan 2 
and a General Domestic Servant Jessie McDonald 15. 
1881 – At Market Brae, Inverness Alexander 41, Watch Maker (employ 1 man & 1 boy) with wife 
Margaret 36, sons Evan 12 Scholar, John 9 Scholar, Alick 7 Scholar, Donald 5 Scholar, James 1, 
and a General Domestic Servant Alexina Mackenzie 19. 
1891 – At Market Brae, Inverness Alexander 51, Watch & Clock Maker with wife Margaret 46, 
sons John 19 General Clerk, Alexander 17 Watchmaker, Donald 15 Watchmaker, James 11 
Scholar, Peter 9 Scholar and daughter Annie 2, and a General Domestic Servant Ida Barclay 19. 
1901 – At 4 Hill Place, Inverness Alexander 61 Watchmaker with wife Margaret 56, sons John 29 
Law Clerk, Alex 27 Watchmaker, Donald 25 Cabinetmaker, James 21 Watchmaker, Peter 19 
Watchmaker and daughter Annie 12 Scholar, and a General Servant Jessie MacDonald 25. 
Alexander Dallas’s Will in the Inverness Sheriff Court (SC29/44/51) of 5 January 1907 gives 
address of 44 Church Street and left £716.6.5 with Debts of £70.17.1 and Doubtful of £21.6.9 left 
estate to his wife Margaret and with life insurance £100 for his son John. 
 

Family – Daughters, Annie Margaret Dallas (26 
October 1888 – ?) death not found. Isabella Dallas 
(15 August 1877 – 17 November 1879) cause of 
death stated as membranous laryngitis died at 16 
Market Brae, Inverness. Buried with parents at 
Tomnahurich Cemetery. 
 
Sons, Peter Dallas (1 July 1867 – 8 January 1868) 
cause of death stated as croup & diarrhoea & 
collapse. Death Notice in the Inverness Courier of 9 
January 1868 of ‘At 2 Church Street, Inverness, on 
the 8th instant, Peter, infant son of Mr Alex. Dallas, 
Watchmaker.’ Buried with parents at Tomnahurich 
Cemetery. 
 
Evan MacDonald Dallas (4 February 1869 – 24 
April 1928). Seems to have married twice. 
FamilySearch notes he first married Ursla Lettie 
Baylor at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Buffalo, Erie, 
New York on 23 November 1895. Second Marriage 
on FamilySearch c1912 in Portland, Oregon to 
Martha Helen Oliver. In 1920 USA Census as being 
in Metzger, Union, Washington, Oregon, with wife 
Helen M. Dallas 27, James E. Dallas 6, Olivaire M. 
Dallas 4, John A. P. Overdorf 41 Boarder and 
Florence C. Clark 54 Housekeeper. Noted as 
having arrived in USA in 1895. Buried in River View 

Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon, USA. Death Certificate on FindaGrave indicates 
occupation as Optician, died of Myocardial Infection. Address of 710 East S7 Street N. 
FindaGrave has his son James Evan Dallas died 1995, husband of Constance Ann Hackett Dallas 
buried at Holyrood Catholic Cemetery, Shoreline, King County, Washington USA, and his younger 
son Olivaire MacDonald Dallas born 3 November 1915 died 13 August 1961 at Tacoma, Pierce 
County, Washington buried at Calvary Cemetery, Tacoma, USA. Grave states Tec5 Engineers 
WW2, married to Agnes Francisca Hoff (1921-1972). 
Obituary in the Aberdeen Press and Journal of 22 May 1928 of ‘Invernessian Dies in U.S.A. Old 
friends in Inverness and the north will learn with regret of the death in the United States of Dr Evan 
M. Dallas, the eldest son of the late Mr Alexander Dallas, watchmaker. 



 

10 

 

Dr Evan Dallas left Inverness when he was eighteen years of age. He studied at Philadelphia as 
an eye specialist, and received his degree. Practising in Portland, Oregon, Dr Dallas was 
recognised as an expert in his work. In 1908 he had the honour of being appointed delegate from 
the State of Oregon to attend conferences in London, Paris and Berlin, which specially dealt with 
the question of optometry. 
On that occasion Dr Dallas visited his native town and met many of his old friends. He was fifty-
seven years of age, and is survived by a widow and two boys.’ 
 
John Dallas (16 April 1869 – 22 December 1916) cause of death stated as diabetes, bronchitis & 
cardiac failure. Death Notice in The Inverness Courier of 29 December 1916 of ‘Died, at 4 Hill 
Place, Inverness on the 22nd inst., John Dallas, second Son of the late Alexander Dallas, 
Watchmaker, Inverness. Interred at Tomnahurich Cemetery on Christmas Day.’ 
Alexander Dallas (25 December 1873 – 31 July 1930) cause of death stated as arterial sclerosis 
chronic nephritises. Died at 29 Island Bank Road, Inverness residence 79 Kingsmill Road, 
Inverness. Succeed to his father’s business.  
Reported in The Inverness Courier of 10 October 1930 of closing of shop at 50 Church Street, 
Inverness as watchmaker & jeweller of ‘An Old Established Business. Owing to the death of Mr 
Alex. Dallas, jeweller, Church Street, it has been decided to clear off the valuable stock on the 
premises. The business was established as far back as 1805, and the entire stock is to be sold 
regardless of cost. The sale has already begun.’ 
Married Catherine McConnachie in 1905. Buried Tomnahurich Cemetery, memorial is inscribed: In 
loving memory of Alexander Dallas, Watchmaker and Jeweller died 31st July 1930 aged 56 years 
and of his wife Catherine McConachie died 11th March 1969 aged 84 years. And their second 
daughter Irene died 26th Sep 1989. 
 
Donald Dallas (17 November 1875 – 3 December 1946) cause of death stated as coronary 
thrombosis artero sclerosis, died at 4 Annfield Road, Inverness usual residence Huntly Place, 
Inverness. Noted in The Inverness Courier 23 April 1937 that the LMS Amateur Swimming Club 
was presented with a cup by Mr Donald Dallas. Reported in The Inverness Courier of 1 July 1938 
of Presentation made to Mr Donald Dallas, Physical Instructor to Inverness Schools for 30 years’ 
service. Inverness teachers presented him with a cheque in the Academy. Mr W Crampton Smith 
was in the chair & Mr W. J. Shaw, Central School, made the presentation. 
Death reported in The Inverness Courier of 6 December 1946 of ‘Death of Mr Donald Dallas 
Athlete and Sportsman. Many in Inverness and throughout the North of Scotland learned with 
deep regret of the death of Mr Donald Dallas, retired physical training teacher, which took place at 
a nursing home on Tuesday, Mr Dallas was 71 years of age, and had not enjoyed the best of 
health since he was injured some years ago in a road accident. 
The son of a well-known Inverness watchmaker and a member of an old Inverness family, Mr 
Dallas had been physical training instructor for the Inverness schools for many years, retiring 
before the war. Although short of stature he was endowed with a powerful physique, and in his 
youth excelled in many athletic pursuits, including running, weight-lifting and wrestling. On the 
athletic track his best distance was probably the half-mile, and in 1898 he won the half-mile 
challenge cup open to Scotland in the fine time of 1 min 59½ secs. on a heavy track. His feats of 
strength were frequently exhibited publicly, and on one occasion in the course of a performance 
before the late King Edward’s household at Glenquoich he supported 14 heavy men on a platform 
placed on his body. At the old Theatre Royal he once accepted an open challenge by a 
professional “strong-man,” whose chief feat was to lift a heavy bar-bell and keep it above his head 
with two hands for about a minute. Donald lifted the bar-bell, apparently with great difficulty, and 
then to the delight of the Inverness audience and the consternation of the “strong man” kept the 
bar aloft with one hand, joking with the audience. For many years Mr Dallas was the official starter 
of the North of Scotland Amateur Athletic Association and the announcer of athletic events at 
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many Highland gatherings. In his youth, before he became teacher of physical instruction in the 
Inverness schools, Mr Dallas conducted private classes in the town. 
Mr Dallas had a great sense of fun, and he appeared as a comedian at many concerts in the 
North. He had his own repertoire of local songs, among then “The Highland Hill,” written by the 
late Dr Alex. Ross, and “The Drunken Piper” composed by the late Mr Tom Hoare. Gramophone 
records of his songs enjoyed a great sale. Mr Dallas was also noted for his portrayal of “the Dugal’ 
Cratur” in “Rob Roy,” and he played the part in many performances of the play on behalf of 
Highland charities. A genial man whose humour contained no malice, Mr Dallas will be mourned 
by those who enjoyed his personal friendship, by a wider circle who knew him as a public 
entertainer, and perhaps most of all by his old pupils who received physical training instruction 
from him at the Royal Academy gymnasium.’ 
Married Jessie Randall Ross in 1906. Buried Tomnahurich Cemetery, memorial is inscribed: In 
loving memory of Jessie Randall Ross, beloved wife of Donald Dallas died 15 Oct 1941 aged 62 
years. Also her mother Jane Sutherland, wife of the late James R. Ross died 12 April 1922 aged 
70 years. The above Donald Dallas, Physical Training Master, Royal Academy and other Board 
Schools died 3 Dec 1946 aged 71 years.  
 
James Dallas (12 December 1879 – 5 September 1940) cause of death stated as cerebral 
thrombosis arterial sclerosis. Reported in The Nairnshire Telegraph of 10 September 1940 
‘Passing of Well-known Nairn Jeweller. The largely attended funeral of the late Mr James Dallas, 
jeweller, Nairn, took place to Nairn Cemetery on Sunday afternoon. He passed away at his 
residence Craigton, Wellington Road, on Thursday at the age of 60. Mr Dallas had been off 
business for a year owing to illness and took a turn for the worse at the weekend. 
He was a native of Inverness and a son of the late Mr Alexander Dallas, watchmaker, Church 
Street, Inverness. In 1902 he started up business in Nairn, which he carried on very successfully, 
being joined by his only son Mr Alex. Dallas, several years ago. 
He took a keen interest in the affairs of the community and in Nairn High Church particularly, of 
which he was a deacon and for many years convenor of the Psalmody Committee. In his younger 
days he took an active part in the production of choral society works and his enthusiasm for music 
never diminished even during his illness. 
A popular pastime of his at one time was rifle shooting and, in addition to being a member of the 
old Briggate Miniature Rifle Club, he acted as instructor to the Home Defence Company formed in 
Nairn during the last war. He also had devoted a great deal of attention to furthering Freemasonry 
in Nairn and was at one period an office-bearer in Nairn St. Ninian Lodge, No. 575. 
In addition to the high esteem in which he was held as a craftsman. Mr Dallas had a fine fund of 
humour and a sense of uprightness that made him popular and highly respected. To his wife, son, 
and three daughters will be extended the sympathy of a wide-circle of friends in their 
bereavement.’ 
Married October 1903 to Margaret Anne ‘Maggie’ Ross daughter of James R. Ross (deceased) of 
Dundee and Mrs Ross, Gelston Villa, York Drive, Inverness. Reception took place at the Queen’s 
Gate Hotel, Inverness. 
Buried Nairn Cemetery, memorial is inscribed: To the beloved memory of James Dallas Jeweller 
who died at Craigton Nairn 5 Sept 1940 aged 60 years and his dearly loved wife Margaret Anne 
Ross accidentally killed in Sutherlandshire 10 August 1958 aged 80 years. And their son 
Alexander James died 30 December 1967 aged 53 years. Also James Alexander infant son who 
died 20 Nov 1909. “Peace Perfect Peace.” 
 
Peter ‘Pat’ Stewart Dallas (28 January 1882 – 12 April 1942) cause of death stated as angina 
cerebral embolism died at 32 Bellfield Park, Inverness. Reported in the Aberdeen Press and 
Journal of 7 September 1908 that he rescued a child from a house fire in Inverness, reported as 
follows: ‘Destructive Fire in Inverness. Thrilling scenes were witnesses in Inglis Street, Inverness, 
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on Saturday night as the result of an outbreak of fire which took place in a store which adjoins 
premises occupied by Moses Merrins, fancy goods dealer, who is at present in Oban. 
Peter Dallas, watchmaker, and Alexander Watt, along with some others, happened to be 
proceeding along Inglis Street at midnight, when they observed smoke issuing from the door of the 
shop. Dallas and Watt met Inspector Macpherson and Constable D. Mann on duty in High Street, 
and both officers hastened to the scene of the outbreak as soon as they were informed of it. Mrs 
Merrins occupied a bedroom on the second flat, and with her infant was asleep at the time, while 
three other young children in charge of a servant girl (16) were on a top landing. They were also 
fast asleep. An immense crowd congregated in front of the premises. Amid a scene of great 
excitement Dallas dashed through the smoke and made his way upstairs. He appeared afterwards 
with the child in his arms, and was cheered by the crowd. Inspector Macpherson was none less 
gallant, and he also succeeded in saving another child. The remaining two and the servant girl 
were safely got out of the house, while Mrs Merrins followed afterwards. The fire brigade 
succeeded in locating the origin of the fire, and soon had it extinguished. Considerable damage 
was done by fire and water.’ 
Reported in The Inverness Courier of 5 December 1930 of opening of shop at 31 Castle Street, 
Inverness as watchmaker & jeweller. Death reported in The Inverness Courier of 14 April 1942 of 
‘Death of Inverness Watchmaker. The death of Mr Pat Dallas, watchmaker and jeweller, took 
place suddenly at his residence at Bellfield Park, Inverness, on Sunday, and the news will be 
learned with regret by a wide circle of friends. He had been ill for over a year. A member of a well-
known Inverness family, he was keenly interested in sport, and having a musical turn of mind, he 
was an excellent accompanist on the piano. Trained under his late father, who was greatly 
respected amongst a former generation of Invernessians, Mr Pat Dallas was an expert at his work 
and opened business in Castle Street in 1930, carrying on the tradition of the family as experts in 
their profession. He built up a successful business, but got seriously ill a year ago. He was 60 
years of age, and is survived by Mrs Dallas and two daughters.’ 
Married Elsie Melvin McConnachie in 1914. Buried Tomnahurich Cemetery, memorial is inscribed: 
In loving memory of Pat Dallas, Watchmaker and Jeweller, Inverness born 28.1.1882 died 
12.4.1942. And his wife Elsie McConachie born 18.11.1893 died 2.3.1976.  
 
Sources 
Aberdeen Press and Journal 7 September 1908, 22 May 1928. 
Census Returns 1841-1901 Inverness. 
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Inverness Courier 9 January 1868, 29 December 1916, 10 October 1930, 14 April 1942 & 6 
December 1946. 
Nairn County Press 6 October 1906. 
Nairnshire Telegraph 5 September 1940. 
Whyte, D (2001) Clock & Watchmakers of the Scottish Highlands & Islands 1780-1900. HFHS, 
Inverness. 
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Cromarty and the Poor in 1843 
By Stuart Farrell 

 
As part of the Commission of the Poor conducted in 1843 a number of statements were collected 
which provide a unique insight into the state of the poor in the Parish of Cromarty. Statements 
were provided by the two Ministers in the town (Established Church and Gaelic Church), The 
Parish Treasurer, the Parish Doctor and the Manager of the Hemp Factory. Their statements are 
as follows: 
 
Rev. Alexander Stewart, Minister of Cromarty 19 June 1843.  
I have been eighteen years minister of the parish of Cromarty; but I have lately resigned. There is 
a voluntary assessment in my parish by the heritors only, for maniacs and lunatics. The kirk-
treasurer is here who will give an account of the funds. We have two distributions in the year, in 
April and October. Our highest rate is 10s. in the half year; the lowest 2s. 6d; our average 5s.; very 
few get 10s. They are persons particularly destitute, and unable to provide for themselves. The 
distribution depends upon no very fixed principles. Each case is regulated by its own particular 
circumstances. If a man past work and not bed-ridden, were to come and ask relief, we would just 
give what we could afford. It would depend upon the state of our funds. We give a good deal of our 
money in occasional relief between the periods of our regular distributions. When it comes to a 
regular allowance per week we put them on the assessment. There is a separate roll for the poor 
who are maintained by the assessment, and for those who are relived out of the collections at the 
church doors, and other kirk-session funds. The distribution in April last for the poor on the 
sessional roll was £30.7s. for 133 poor. In October 1842, £34.1s, was distributed among 141 poor. 
We have persons of all classes on our sessional roll, except lunatics, and other decided cases of 
mental disease. The way the poor on the roll subsist is by partial work from the farmers in the 
country, by baiting hooks for fishermen in the town, by working in the factory, and in a good 
measure by private charity. I mean by private charity, going about on Saturday begging. Am also 
decidedly of opinion that they get relief from private individuals to whose houses they go. Besides 
the money mentioned, there is about 150 pecks of oatmeal arising from a mortification. They are 
distributed to the persons on the roll. A pecks is given to every individual or family. A pecks is 
about 15d. Paupers live on fish, oatmeal and barleymeal, and potatoes, but I cannot say whether 
they have milk. We have also a fund called Forsyth’s mortification, which amounts to £33.18s. in 
the year, which is distributed by the ministers and elders, to the deserving and respectable poor. I 
believe none of the persons receiving it are on the poor’s roll. One pound is the smallest sum to be 
given. There is a charity fund, Klien’s fund - £30.16s a year, distributed by trustees. There is a 
great deal of poverty prevails in Cromarty, but every case of clamant distress is attended to. I 
cannot give a distinct answer whether many able-bodied persons have been out of employment 
last year. Sometimes they are, sometimes they are not. I believe sometimes they are considerable 
depressed, but do not let it be known. I mean by that, respectable people who are not beggars. 
There are a great many beggars of our own poor who go round regularly every Saturday. We have 
likewise people from other parts of the county, with begging certificates; but we never give such 
certificates. I have no doubt that the secession from the established church will materially affect 
the church collections. I am afraid it will be necessary to have an assessment. We have 
endeavoured to ward it off for sometime. I do not like an assessment, because I think it would do 
as much harm as good. I have never resided in a parish where there is an assessment since I was 
a clergyman; nor have I had any experience of the working of an assessment. I am afraid that the 
poor would trust to the assessment, and that it would entirely dry up the sources of private charity, 
which in Cromarty, I am under the impression, are considerable. The only circumstance which 
makes me hesitate is when heritors obstinately refuse to relieve the poor voluntarily. There is only 
one resident heritor, besides a few small heritors in our parish. I do not know from experience 
whether in a parish which is assessed, the streams of private charity are in fact dried up. I do not 
know the working of an assessment from experience. I would think it desirable that begging were 
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prevented. I am not satisfied with the state of education in Cromarty. I am afraid the school is not 
efficient. There is no want of funds for the parochial school. Subscriptions schools have been often 
attempted, and hitherto failed. I cannot give the reasons of the failure. There is some 
intemperance in the parish, but I believe it is on the decrease. Some of the paupers on the roll 
have been of intemperate habits. I hope the majority are not. Some of them are so improvident, we 
cannot trust them with money. We are compelled to give the allowance to a private person to take 
care of it. A number of persons have emigrated to America from my parish within the last few 
years; but I cannot specify the number. Many persons have come from the country parishes to 
Cromarty; but I do not think it was with the idea of gaining a settlement. The factory was the 
principal thing that attracted them. There is nothing further I have to suggest on the subject of the 
Poor. 
 
[The Rev. Alexander Stewart (1794-1847) writing for the New Statistical Account in 1836 noted 
that the populationof the Parish in 1831 stood at 2900 with about 1 in 4 in the parish being poor. In 
1843 he joined the Free Church of Scotland becoming Minister of the Free Church in Cromarty, 
having signed the Deed of Declaration in Edinburgh]. 
 
Mr J. Joyner Kirk Treasurer 19 June 1843. 
I am kirk-treasurer of Cromarty. I have been so for nearly five years. I keep the cash-book, and 
pay the poor when there is an order from the minister of two elders; the kirk-session pay the poor 
at the half-yearly distribution. I do not keep a list of the poor supported by the voluntary 
assessment, but I have a list with me. There are seven of them; of these, two are lunatics, three 
idiots, one hypochondriac, who keeps his bed, and the other an idiot’s child. The sum raised by 
the voluntary assessment is £61.3s.6d, sometimes more sometimes less, £15 of which go to the 
maintenance of a lunatic in the asylum in Edinburgh, and the rest divided among the seven. I have 
here a list of parties who have received relief from the kirk-session, although we go by no regular 
rule. I should say, that the average sum given to an infirm person, not bed-ridden, id 6s half-yearly. 
We have very few widows with young children on the roll; the allowance to them is about the 
same. None of the widows, to the best of my belief, have large families. I do not know any with 
more than four children. Our working population are chiefly fishermen, or engaged in the hemp 
manufactory; a few are labourers, and several of the poor on the roll are widows of fishermen, and 
they are employed by their sons and friends in baiting their hooks, or in going for shell-fish to the 
sea-beach. By this they get about 4d a day. There are none of them idle; persons can get work in 
that way up to fifty or fifty-five years of age. The women also get work in the factory, and in 
spinning at home, in the factory 5s. to 6s. a week, and at home not above 2d. a day; and many in 
summer and harvest time are employed in the fields at about 6d. a day. Manure is also plentiful, 
such as sea-weed; and it is collected and sold in heaps to the farmers. All the poor make a great 
trade of this; they sell this to the farmer for potatoe land at 1s. at load, or the breadth that is 
covered by the manure they are permitted to have for potatoe land; and in all these ways the poor 
manage to make a subsistence. I do not know at present of any bed-ridden person on the roll. We 
give no large or regular allowance to sick persons, but frequently will give them extras. During the 
six months ended April 1843; for example, we gave to James Horne, a farm servant, who was 
sick, 5s. 11d.; besides that, a private subscription was got up for him on account of a great deal of 
sickness in his family. Again, we gave to Anne Bremner, a delicate old woman, 5s. 6d. Again, we 
gave to William Fiddler, for his wife, who was bed-ridden, 6s. 6d. William Fiddler is fifty-five years 
of age, and is a fisherman. He has no regular employment; he goes out to sea when it is fine 
weather, but he is subject to rheumatism, and does not go out in bad weather. In fact, it is only in 
fine weather he can go out. Again, we gave to widow Johnston, for her daughter, who is bed-
ridden, 4s. 9d. Widow Johnston is on our regular list, William Fiddler is not. Again, we gave to 
Andrew Frazer, a journeyman upholsterer, and his wife, 6s. 1d. He is about sixty-three; his wife 
was very delicate; she was paralytic: he has not regular employment. Again, we gave to Alexander 
Reid, 2s. 6d. He was a farm servant, about sixty years of age, and he was sick. He is since dead; 
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he died of the illness. He belonged to a friendly society, and was in the receipt of relief from it. 
Again, we gave to David Gunn, a labourer, who was sick, 2s. 1d. He was about fifty-five. He has a 
wife, but no family dependent upon him. Again, we gave to William Ross, formerly a farm servant, 
upwards of sixty, 2s. 2d. on account of sickness. He is on our regular list. Again, we gave to 
William McDonald, a labourer, about fifty-five years of age, a peck of meal when out of 
employment. He applied for work to one of the members of kirk-session. The elder told him he had 
no work for him. And gave him an order for a peck of meal. The elder who is a farmer, used to 
employ him, and does so still. There are no other cases on the list for that half year. The kirk-
session pays nothing for the medical relief of the poor. Dr MacDonald, one of the elders, attends 
the poor gratuitously; and if he did not do so, we should have to pay for medical assistance. We 
pay for their coffins, and graves, and grave clothes, the usual allowance on such an occasion is 
10s. for the coffin, 2s. 6d. for the grave clothes, and 2s. for the grave. We have a regular contract 
with the man who makes the coffins. Very frequently, if the doctor, in attending the case, thinks 
that extra food is necessary, he gives an order for such extra food or wine. During the six months 
ending April 1843, there were only two cases, widow Alexander Jack, who was bed-ridden at the 
time, received 2s. for necessaries; and widow Johnstone, 2s. for necessaries. The little sum was 
for her daughter, in addition to the 4s. 9d. already mentioned. There are one or two cases since. 
Hugh Macrae, sailor boy about sixteen years of age, received wine frequently, on account of fever, 
of which he has since died. I think the church collections will be materially affected by the late 
secession. It will depend on the heritors whether we will require an assessment or not. In my 
opinion, it will affect the church collections to the extent of about £35, which will be more than one 
half of the collections. My own opinion is, that if we could without an assessment, it would be much 
better. It would dry up the sources of private charity. I was born in Cromarty, and have been in it all 
my days, except five years and a half. During these five years and a half I lived at Inverness. 
There was no assessment in Inverness. I do not know from experience whether an assessment 
does in fact dry up the sources of private charity, but I should think so. I have heard people say so, 
and that is my own opinion. I think we must come to an assessment. The principal heritor does not 
reside on his estate. It is a rare occurrence, but it has happened that a person in want has 
insinuated that he must have relief, and I think that has a bad moral effect. I am aware that a 
destitute infirm person has a right to relief, and I have never known a really destitute person go 
without it. I am satisfied with the existing law of settlement. Poor people from the neighbouring 
parishes frequently come to Cromarty. They hear that we have several charitable funds there, and 
they come in expecting to get a share. I know individual that have occurred, for example, 
Alexander Simpson. He was an old man. He was nearly eighty years of age. He came to Cromarty 
with his wife from Resolis, i.e. Kirkmichael, seven miles distant. The first two years he lived by 
going to the hill for roots of trees, and he received charity likewise. Then he came to the kirk-
session for relief, which was refused him. We did not think he had gained a settlement. I fully 
believe that he came to Cromarty, to get relief. I cannot specify any other case of the kind, but 
there are such cases. It is my impression that when a person has no settlement, he is not entitled 
to relief. We have not often to pay for paupers in Cromarty belonging to parishes in the south. We 
have not often applications. We have occasionally applications on account of paupers belonging to 
Cromarty, who reside in the south. We had to pay to Dundee the other days on this account £7.4s. 
for two years. 
 
[Jerimah Joyner (1792-?) was recorded in the 1841 Census as a Merchant in Church Street, 
Cromarty with his wife Barbara, 5 daughters, 2 sons, and 3 servants; 1851 Census recorded as 
Grocer & Wine Merchant & JP. Sailed for New York USA from Liverpool in 1860.] 
 
Dr George McDonald Physician in Cromarty 19 June 1843. 
I have practised in Cromarty upwards of forty years; I am likewise and elder, and have had 
frequent opportunities pf visiting the poor in Cromarty and Resolis. Interrogated, “Whether he 
thinks allowances from the kirk-session are adequate?” Answers, “I should suppose that they 
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should require more than they get, but I have made it a rule to get some from the neighbours to 
assist them.” I am not sure that any cases of extreme destitution have occurred which did not meet 
with relief. As to whether the poor are properly attended to in sickness, I can only say that I do my 
duty as far as I can in attending them gratis, and I even get nurses to attend them, who are 
sometimes paid by the session; but I do not mean to say that the poor are so well attended to as if 
there was a regular establishment. For nearly 30 years I was the only permanent physician in 
Cromarty, and then I considered it my duty to find out and attend cases; now there are others, and 
I do not feel the obligation the same. Of the paupers on the roll, I do not think there are many of 
intemperate habits, because the better behaved poor have always had the preference to be put 
upon the roll. I do not say that intemperance does not lead to poverty among a great many. Others 
have been labourers who have become old, and cannot save much. I do not know of any cases 
among the poor of sickness arising from insufficient diet; I should rather trace cases of disease to 
intemperance; but I know cases in which sick persons would be much benefited by a more 
nutritious diet. What I am afraid of is, that if the poor were once conscious that a sufficient 
provision were made for them, their numbers would increase. I am of opinion, on the whole, with 
some hesitation, that there should be an assessment; but if parties were to relieve each other, and 
the labouring population were to attend to each other’s wants, we might do without an 
assessment. I have no doubt that the secession from the establishment will lessen considerably 
the collections at the church doors. I think the education of the people ought to be much better 
attended to. I have nothing to suggest as to the poor law. 
 
[George McDonald (c1782-?) was recorded in the 1841 Census as Farmer & Physician at the farm 
of Newton with his wife Margaret, 4 daughters, 4 sons and 9 servants]. 
 
Rev John Mackenzie, Minister of the Gaelic Church 19 June 1843. 
I have been ten years minister in Cromarty, we receive collections at the church doors; which we 
transfer to the quoad civilia parish. Our collection for the last year amounted to £19.2s.10¼d. I 
take no charge of the management of the poor’s fund. I am in the habit of visiting the poor. Without 
meaning any reflection on the kirk-session, I have no hesitation in saying that I am not satisfied 
with the provision made for the paupers. I their allowances are not sufficient. From what I have 
learned of the allowances, I consider that they are perfectly inadequate. I think £4 or £5 a year an 
adequate allowance for an old person past work. I have no doubt such an allowance would be a 
great boon, and produce great contentment among the poor. That sum would be somewhat small 
for widows with children, but still I think it would be a great boon. In giving these answers, I 
assume that the voluntary contributions by which they now partially subsist, would in great 
measure cease. I should think that the sum that they now receive from voluntary contributions, 
would make up the difference between what they now receive, and the £4 or £5. I think, 
nevertheless, that they would be much better off, because they would have then a certainty, 
instead of living, as they do now, in a constant state of uncertainty as to what they have to receive. 
I should not say that the uncertainty produced a good moral effect. It creates discontent. That is a 
matter of opinion. I think discontent attaches to the system, without saying that the poor in 
Cromarty are discontented. There is begging to a great extent in Cromarty. I have had no 
experience in a parish where there is an assessment for the poor, and therefore, do not know what 
are the evils of a legal provision; but I have no hesitation in saying, that the sufferings of the poor 
in Cromarty are such as persons should not object to. I think as to the quantity of their food, they 
are decidedly worse off that the lowest class of independent labourers. The kind of food that both 
these classes live on, is nearly the same. I have seen cases of extreme destitution among the 
paupers. I have known asthmatic people, who, for a whole week, had nothing to live on but 
potatoes. They do not complain for want of potatoes, for in the extreme point of poverty, the poorer 
classes are very generous in giving potatoes. I think the widows with children are very poor, and 
endure a great deal. In many cases, where the widows are poor, the children are not sent to 
school. I should think assistance given by the kirk-session for sending such children to school 
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would be most valuable. I should say that the paupers are generally a moral and religious people, 
of course there are exceptions, a few may have become poor through intemperance, but they are 
not intemperate now, they have no the means. We complain very much of the licensed public 
houses and the shops licensed to sell spirits. I think that magistrates are often induced 
injudiciously to grant licenses from a feeling of false sympathy to widows and other poor persons, 
such licenses very often end in the ruin of the parties to whom they are given. The objection that I 
have to licensed shops in particular, is this, that they afford facilities to persons being in temperate 
without losing their character, a person who goes into a public house is observed, but if a man 
goes into a shop, it may be for other purposes than that of obtaining spirits. Cromarty is very ill off 
for schools, a considerable proportion of the people are growing up uneducated, and many of the 
lower classes are so poor, that they cannot afford to pay such school fees as would form an 
inducement for a schoolmaster to form a good school in Cromarty. 
 
Letter from Rev. John McKenzie 20 June 1843. Sir, upon reflection I am dissatisfied with two of my 
answers to the questions put to me yesterday by your honourable board, the one was founded on 
a defective calculation, the other on a defective view of the question put to me: and I beg that I 
may be permitted, for those answers, to substitute the following: 
1. Supposing that the present system of alms-giving is not discontinued, I should consider £4 or £5 
a year a great boon to a poor person, but supposing that the present system is altogether 
discontinued, that he pays house rent and receives no aid from the charity of his neighbours, I 
think 6d. a day necessary for his support. 
2. As to the moral effects of the present system, there is a salutary moral effect produced on the 
minds of the almsgivers; there is also, in many cases, a salutary moral effect produced on the 
minds of the poor; but, taking the poor as a class, the salutary moral tendency of the system is 
counterbalanced by its tendency to make them discontented, owing to the uncertainty and small 
amount of relief on which they depend. I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
John Mackenzie. P.S. In writing the above answers, I consider myself upon oath. J. McK. 
 
[The Rev. John Mackenzie (?-1845) was appointed to the Gaelic Chapel in December 1833, he 
transferred to Rosskeen Established Church in September 1843]. 
 
James Hill Esq. Manager of the Hemp Manufactory, Cromarty 19 June 1843. 
I have been manager for twenty-two years. We employ about 80 persons, no children. About a fifth 
or sixth are old people. It is all piece-work. The women may earn 3s. 6d. to 5s. 6d. a week. I have 
known them earn 7s. 6d. We have persons working for us who are in receipt of parochial relief, 
both old men and women. The women earn 3s, 6d. a week; they may be from sixty to seventy 
years of age. The old men on the poor’s roll may make 5s. a week. I cannot state the reason why 
they are on the roll. I believe they get on when they are sick and off work, and then it is not 
customary to put them off when once on. I see the poor occasionally at their own houses. Those 
who have no employment must be ill off, owing to the small amount of parochial relief. I can 
ascertain the number of people in employ who are in receipt of parochial relief. Intemperance is 
less than it was. I attribute this to scarcity of work, and temperance societies have done a great 
deal. The parochial schoolmaster is not well liked as a teacher. A proposal for an assessment 
would be well received by the poor, but not by those who have to pay. I think an assessment for 
the infirm would be desirable. The people generally are industrious. I would not object to an 
assessment for the able-bodied out of employment. They must seek work elsewhere. They would 
be all idle together, if supported. I wish we could find employment for the industrious. I have known 
cases of extreme destitution amongst able-bodied persons. I have several who would work if they 
could get it, yet I think there would be danger in relieving them by means of an assessment. 
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Letter from James Hill, Esq. Manager of the Hemp Manufactory at Cromarty 20 June 1843. 
Sir, I have to state for your further information, that there are at present working in this factory sixty 
men and thirty women; the former earn 6s. to 10s. per week, the latter 3s. to 5s. 6d. I find there 
are only two old men and three women who receive parochial relief, and about a dozen more 6s. 
to 7s. annually from “Klien’s” fund. I remain, sir, your most obedient servant, James Hill. 
 
[James Hill (c1795-1864) was recorded in the 1841 Census as Sacking Manufacturer at the 
Factory, Cromarty with his wife Henrietta and 2 servants; by the 1851 Census noted at Shore 
Street as a Manufacturer of Flax & Hemp employing 50 men and 42 women and a JP. By 1861 he 
has moved to Benvie House Liff, Forfar and was a farmer of 240 acres employing 7 labourers & a 
boy with his wife, 2 nieces and 5 servants]. 
 
Unfortunately no Roll of the Poor appears in the Parish Kirk Session Minutes for 1843 (more 
concern of getting elders for church probably as a result of the creation of the Free Church) 
however a sum of £183.12/- was disbursed to the Poor based on a values for the Parish of 
£2579.17.2. The same year the Kirk Session was bequeathed £100 from the will of John McLeod 
of Gordon’s Mill for the benefit of the Poor. In April 1843 it was noted that there was 133 poor 
persons in the Parish (107 in the town and 36 in the country) and agreed to distribute £37.9/- 
Sterling and nine bolls 2 firlots & ½ pecks of Meal (as paid by the Estate of Cromarty).  
 
It is also unfortunate that no Registers of the Poor or Applications for Poor Relief survive for 
Cromarty from 1845 when the Poor Law Act (Scotland) was introduced. Register of Poor only 
survives from 1881. Some Paupers are listed in the OPR for Cromarty under Deaths.  
 
Those listed for 1844-1845 being as follows: 
2 Apr 1844 Widow Mackenzie Davidstown PP 
1 Jul 1844 Mary Watson young woman for some time PP 
2 Sep 1844 Kathleen Ferguson a Lunatic PP 
11 Oct 1844 Isabel Thompson a marr PP 
14 Feb 1845 Sinclair’s idiot boy 17 PP 
4 Apr 1845 Mary Ross PL 
10 Apr 1845 Widow Janet Bain PP 
23 May 1845 Christina Urquhart or Bain PP 
12 Aug 1845 John Murray an old man PP 
26 Aug 1845 James Simpson Sailor PP 
6 Sep 1845 Jane Hossack PP 
8 Nov 1845 Katherine Mackintosh in Granary Miln PP 
20 Nov 1845 Ann Ferguson of James Urquhart PP 
17 Dec 1845 Widow Grant Chalkhill PP 
20 Dec 1845 Ann Bremner Newtoun PP 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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MEMBERS INTEREST 
McLean, McFalkiner, Sinclair 

 
As a new member of the Society I thought I would send an article which I hope will be of some 
interest and also try to get information from members at the same time. I have 2 lines of Sinclair 
ancestry.  My mother Joan (1923-2015) was a full Sinclair as both her parents were Sinclairs, but 
unrelated as far as they knew.  Both lines came from Heaton in Newcastle upon Tyne.  It was 
where I started my research and I still have not found a link between the two lines.   
 
My Grandmother's Sinclair line came to a grinding halt with James who died in 1849 in 
Manchester aged 45 (my 3x Gt Grandfather), and the 1841 census only recorded him as being 
born in Scotland.  So with his children I used the Scottish naming tradition and made an 
assumption that his parents could be David Sinclair and Helen Peebles married at St Cuthbert's in 
Edinburgh in 1791.  I have not worked beyond that yet, but I do know that David Sinclair was at 
some point a Porter. James Sinclair was a Chair Manufacturer so I assume he served an 
apprenticeship, presumably in Scotland but not necessarily.   
 
My Grandfather's side I traced back to Eyemouth in Berwickshire, which was borne out by my 
mother telling me of lots of visits to Eyemouth from when they lived Newcastle and Otterburn, 
Northumberland.  I believe my grandfather knew something of his family history.  From that I got 
my 3x Gt Grandfather, Alexander Sinclair who died in Eyemouth in 1859 but was born in 
Rosemarkie, Fortrose in 1789.  I believe his parents were William Sinclair (1754-1827 Fortrose) a 
Cooper/House Carpenter and Margaret Wilson (died before 1859).  This was a long line of 
Coopers in the family. Alexander married Janet McLean, daughter of Archibald McLean, a 
merchant of Hull. Janet was born in England. Archibald died before 1816 as he was deceased 
when they married in 1816 in Canongate Edinburgh, and both had Canongate addresses on their 
marriage certificate.   
 
As for McFalkiner (or McFalconer), that comes up as their 3rd son was Roderick McFalkiner 
Sinclair (1827-1881), the only one of their children with a middle name.  Is it her mother's or her 
grandmother's surname?   
 
If any member has any brilliant suggestions, information etc, I would be very pleased to hear from 
them as these are my brick walls.   
Julie Hewitt 2781 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

MEMBERS' DETAILS 
New Members: 
2784. Mr Erik Lundberg, Kiltarlity, Inverness-shire 
2785. Mr Peter Kennedy, Balloch, Inverness 
2786. Mr John MacLaren, North Kessock, Inverness 
2787. Mr Iain MacLennan, Inverness 
2788. Mr George Mackay, Brandon, Manitoba, Canada 
2789. Ms Anna Laura Brasher, Holcomb, MS, United States 
2790. Mr Peter Young, Oxenford, Queensland, Australia 
 
Resignations:     Deaths: 
824. Mrs Jane Haskell    2465. Mrs Margaret Campbell 
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE 
 

FREE CHURCH REGISTERS 
 

Title Weight Price 
Alness  - Baptisms 1843-1929 + Marriages 1847-1912 370g £9.00 
Bruan – Births & Baptisms 1847-1906 
Lybster - Marriages 1844-1852, Births & Baptisms 1876-1900 

420g £9.00 

Creich – Births & Baptisms 1843-1897 + Marriages 1843-1896 400g £9.00 

Dunnet – Births & Baptisms 1843-1867 & 1872-1897 + Marriages 1845-1847 also 
Canisbay - Births & Baptisms 1843-1875 

300g £9.00 

Fearn  - Births 1844-1855 + Baptisms 1844-1890 480g £9.00 
Free Church Miscellanea – Kingussie / Moy / Dores / Stratherrick / Cromdale & 
Advie 

195g £8.00 

Inverness East – Baptisms 1843-1858 275g £9.00 

Inverness Methodist Church – Baptisms 1836-1914 
Glenurquhart – Births & Baptisms 1866-1892 + Marriages 1866-1891 

415g £8.00 

Inverness Queen St. – Baptisms & Marriages 1839-1854 & 1860-1871 Inverness 
Union St. – Baptisms 1863-1910  [both United Presbyterian] 

325g £9.00 

Kirkhill – Births & Baptisms 1843-1854 
Kiltarlity – Births & Baptisms 1843-1854 + Marriages 1844-1854 

300g £9.00 

Knockbain – Births & Baptisms 1843-1854 & 1880-1920 + Marriages 1843-1850 also 
Killearnan – Baptisms 1843-1851 

325g £9.00 

Lybster – Births & Baptisms 1843-1875 450g £9.00 

Nigg – Baptisms 1843-1922, Marriages 1898-1899, Deaths 1895-1900 
Cromarty – Baptisms 1875-1918, Marriages 1843-1847 

325g £9.00 

Nigg Associate Presbyterian Church – Births & Baptisms 1765-1867, Marriages 
c1800-1866 

480g £10.00 

Resolis – Baptisms 1843-1868 
Fortrose – Baptisms 1844-1855 & 1874-1929 

370g £9.00 

Rogart – Births & Baptisms 1843-1854 & 1873-1896, Marriages 1874-1886 also 
Lairg – Births & Baptisms 1844-1854 & 1886-1907, Marriages 1844-1854 & 1886-
1907, Deaths 1844-1852 

310g £9.00 

Tain – Baptisms 1843-1866 
Edderton – Baptisms 1847-1865 
Fearn – Marriages 1843-1880 

340g £9.00 

Thurso – Baptisms 1843-1854 
Thurso West – Communion Rolls 1841-1859; Marriages 1841-1854 

225g £8.00 

Tongue – Baptisms 1843-1887 
Durness – Baptisms 1843-1919, Marriages 1843-1854 & 1863-1886 

440g £9.00 

Watten – Births & Baptisms 1844-1873 + Marriages 1844-1865 
Pulteneytown – Births & Baptisms 1845-1854 & 1872-1887 

310g £8.00 

Wick – Births & Baptisms 1845-1860 365g £8.00 

Wick – Baptisms 1861-1871 
Berriedale – Baptisms 1876-1923, Marriages 1877-1923, 
                    Burials 1921-1949 
Loth – Marriages 1843-1855 

305g £8.00 
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MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS 

 

County  Burial Ground Memorials Weight Price 

Ross-shire  Alness 659 80g £3.00 

  Avoch [A4] 452 180g £4.00 

  Badenscallie [A4] 270 140g £6.00 

  Clachan Churchyard, Lochbroom [A4] 298 165g £6.00 

  Contin Churchyard [A4] 410 180g £8.00 

  Easter Suddie 454 50g £3.00 

  Fortrose 450 90g £3.00 

  Killearnan 286 60g £3.00 

  Kilmuir (Black Isle) 241 60g £3.00 

  Rosemarkie [A4] 575 220g £5.00 

  St Clements, Dingwall [A4] 689 240g £7.00 

  Urquhart Old Churchyard, Black Isle [A4] 937 245g £5.00 

  Urray Old & West Churchyard [A4] 495 245g £6.00 

Inverness-shire  Abernethy Churchyard [A4] 437 260g £7.00 

  Advie Churchyard & War Memorial [A4] 213 165g £6.00 

  Alvie Churchyard [A4] 203 155g £6.00 

  Ardersier Cemetery 371 85g £3.00 

  Brachlich Cemetery, Gollanfield 200 60g £3.00 

  Chapel Yard, Inverness [A4] 2,802 550g £12.00 

  Cromdale Churchyard [A4] 368 240g £6.00 

  Croy Churchyard 367 85g £3.00 

  Dalarossie Churchyard [A4] 221 140g £3.00 

  Daviot Churchyard 246 70g £3.00 

  Dores Churchyard [A4] 427 110g £6.00 

  Dunlichity Churchyard 315 85g £3.00 

  Greyfriars Cemetery, Inverness [A4] 132 90g £3.00 

  Invermoriston Churchyard [A4] 195 150g £6.00 

  Old Kilmore Churchyard [A4] 496 190g £4.00 

  Kirkton of Ardersier Cemetery 393 85g £3.00 

  Lochend Burial Ground [A4] 129 105g £3.00 

  Moy Churchyard [A4] 174 105g £3.00 

  Old High, Inverness [A4] 572 220g £5.00 

  Old Churchyard, Petty 476 100g £4.00 

Nairnshire  Geddes 124 40g £3.00 

  Nairn Cemetery (Victorian Section) 516 300g £9.00 

 

 
OTHER FAMILY HISTORY PUBLICATIONS 

 

   Title Weight Price 

 Genealogy in the Gaidhealtachd 
  -  Clan and Family History in the Highlands of Scotland 

300g £10.00 

 Highland Clan and Family Histories – A Guide to Published Histories, Genealogies, 
Family Trees, and some Manuscript Sources 

165g £6.00 
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