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The Chairman’s Column
 Our Chairman, Angus Bethune, is due to retire from his job at the Highland Council at the 
end of this month, so he has much on his mind at the moment. I will therefore make use of 
this page to bring members up to date with a number of important items. First of all we have 
had some bad news concerning two of the senior members of our committee. Our Secretary, 
Donald MacDonald, has had to go into hospital for treatment. As a consequence, he has 
resigned his post as secretary with immediate effect. Fortunately Stuart Farrell, who has 
contributed many articles to our journal and done sterling work on the Free Church Registers, 
has agreed to take over as interim secretary until the AGM in March, when the situation will 
be discussed in more detail.
    If that was not bad enough, Hamish Johnston, who has been an excellent Syllabus Secretary 
for several years and who set up our Facebook page, also resigned with immediate effect. 
He too has a health problem, in addition to which he would like to be more involved with 
his grandchildren, who live outside the area. Fortunately Hamish had already set up all the 
speakers for the current session before he decided to resign so Jonathan McColl, who was, 
at one time in the distant past, editor of the journal, agreed to take over as Syllabus Secretary 
in time for next year’s search for talkers for the 2019/2020 season. Our best wishes go out to 
Donald and Hamish and hope they both have a speedy recovery.
    The next item of note is our new website. In the previous journal we announced that 
we hoped that it would be up and running by the date of the first meeting on September 
26th. Unfortunately an attempt to load the new website failed as the new software had a 
disagreement with the software that the old website used. Graeme Mackenzie, who designed 
the new website, was due to go off to the United States the following day, so we were unable 
to find out how to get round the problem before he left. The old website was therefore restored 
and another attempt will be made later on this month as Graeme is coming back to Scotland 
next week. I hope we are successful this time, as the new website is very attractive and it will 
also be much easier to make changes to the web pages than it is with the current website.
    Next item is rather exciting as the Society has signed a contract with one of the two top 
genealogy websites, FindMyPast, to have all our monumental inscriptions made available 
on-line. At present you can use the Burials Index on our website, but that only includes 
the name of the person, year of death and age at time of death and stone number in the 
relative burial ground. The actual transcriptions can now be accessed and displayed in full 
using a searchable database. It went live a couple of weeks ago and the results are very 
impressive. FindMyPast are currently working hard to make all the transcriptions for the 
Free Church Registers, that Stuart Farrell has extracted, available on the same basis as the 
monumental inscriptions (a searchable database) by the New Year. If you do not have an 
annual subscription to FindMyPast, it is possible to purchase credits, in the same way as you 
can using ScotlandsPeople. Once you have access to FindMyPast you can then search for 
and view the corresponding transcriptions.
    Mention of the New Year is a nice lead-in to the next item, which is the fact that the next 
Annual Conference of the Scottish Association of Family History Societies (SAFHS) is to be 
held in Caithness. It will take place in the Pulteney Centre in Wick on Saturday 27th April 
2019, with a reception the previous evening from 8pm to 9.30 pm. We will have a table at the 
Conference and I understand that FindMyPast will also be in attendance. I hope that those 
of our members who live in and around Inverness will consider making the trip up north to 
support the Caithness Family History Society, who are organising the conference. Flyers will 
be on display at our regular monthly talks for anyone who is interested.
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CAPTAIN GEORGE MACPHERSON, ROYAL NAVY 
AND THE MACPHERSON’S OF ARDERSIER

Part 2
(Final part of the article, the first part of which appeared in the previous journal) 

Charles Macpherson (8 February 1789 – 2 December 1807). Entry in Ardersier OPR of ‘8 
Feb 1789. Charles lawful son to Mr James Macpherson in Ardersier Factor for Calder and 
Margaret Loggie was born this day and baptised the 17th. Mr David Davidson of Cantray 
and Mr Charles Campbell Balnagown witnss.’ Reported in the Inverness Journal of 11 
December 1807 of the following: ‘Deaths. On his arrival from the Baltic, for the benefit of his 
health, died at his father’s house, at Ardersier, in the 19th year of his age; on the 2d inst. Mr 
Charles MacPherson, Midshipman in the Royal Navy. A most promising young man, much 
and deservedly lamented by his family, friend and acquaintances.’ Gravestone in Cawdor 
Churchyard with the following inscription: ‘Erected in memory of Charles Macpherson son of 
James Macpherson Esq, of Ardersier, and Margaret Loggie spouse, who after serving in the 
Royal Navy 4 years departed this life the 2nd Dec. 1807 in the 19th year of his age. And of 
Harriet Macpherson who died in March 1808 aged 17 years.’

Caroline Macpherson (2 August 1790 – 8 February 1875). Entry in Ardersier OPR of ‘2 
Aug 1790. Caroline lawful daughter to Mr James Macpherson in Ardersier Factor for Calder 
and Margaret Loggie was born 2 Aug 1790. David Davidson Esqr of Cantray and Capt. 
Hugh Cuthbert of 71st Regiment of Foot Witnesses.’ Married 1st to Neil Currie (?-1820) on 
26 February 1812 at Ardersier. Entry in Ardersier OPR of ‘There were married Neil Currie 
Esq Surgeon of 2d B. 78th Regt to Miss Caroline McPherson of Ardersier.’ 2nd marriage 
to George Johnson (? – 8 September 1867) on 8 December 1828 at Inverness. Entry in 
Inverness OPR of ‘December 1828 8th – George Johnson English Teacher Royal Academy 
Invss and Caroline McPherson late Mrs Dr Currie by the Revd Dr Rae.’ Died at 2 Murray Place 
Inverness, stated as Widow of George Johnson, Retired Teacher of English and Neil Currie 
Doctor 78th Regiment of Foot and Landed Proprietor. Cause of death stated as Bronchitis 
of several weeks. 

First husband buried at Cawdor Churchyard with headstone inscribed as follows: ‘In memory 
of Neil Currie Esqr of Springfield, Surgeon 78th Regiment, a man of science, inflexible virtue, 
who, after 15 years of active service at home and in the most remote region of the world, 
resigned his life in the lively hope of a blessed immortality on the 25th Jan 1820 and 38th of 
his age, deeply lamented as he had been fervently beloved and sincerely respected by his 
numerous relations and acquaintance, this stone is erected by his affectionate disconsolate 
widow Caroline Macpherson.’ Second husband died at Forres; Death Notice in the Forres 
Gazette of 11 September 1867 of ‘At Springfield, Forres, on the 8th inst., George Johnson, 
Esq. of Springfield. Friends will please accept of this intimation.’

Harriet Macpherson (7 December 1791 – 23 March 1808). Entry in Ardersier OPR of ‘Harriet 
lawful daughter of Mr James Macpherson in Ardersier Factor for Calder and Margaret Loggie 
was born 7th Decr. Mr Duncan Campbell at Fornighty and Mr George McAndrew at Torrich 
Witnesses.’ Reported in the Inverness Journal of 1 April 1808 of the following: ‘Deaths. 
Died at her fathers at Ardersier, on the 23d, Miss Harriet McPherson, aged 16 years, much 
lamented by her family and friends. This youngster never recovered the shock occasioned 
by the loss of a favourite brother, who died on the 2d Decr, a few hours after his arrival at 
Ardersier, from the service of his country in the Baltic.’ Buried Cawdor Churchyard (see entry 
above under Charles Macpherson).

By Stuart Farrell
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David Macpherson (3 June 1793 - ?) Entry in Ardersier OPR of ‘3 Jun 1793 – David lawful 
son to Mr James Macpherson in Ardersier Factor for Calder and Margt. Loggie was born 3rd 
June 1793. David Davidson Esqr of Cantray Senior and David Davidson Junr Witnesses.’
www.clanmacfarlanegenealogy.info incorrectly states died of severe wounds at New 
Orleans, USA. Same site states married to an Elizabeth Cameron in March 1813 at Ardersier, 
though no marriage listed in Scotland People under this year; there is a marriage of a David 
McPherson to Elizabeth Cameron in 1815 but is stated that he was from Inches. Information 
in Nairn Museum (Macphersons of Ardersier 1878) states he died at Ardclach in the house of 
his aunt, Mrs Macgillivray, & was buried in Ardclach churchyard, no stone extent.

Evan (or Ewen) Macpherson (16 October 1794 – 2 November 1859). Entry in Ardersier 
OPR of ‘28 Oct 1794. Evan lawful son to Mr James Macpherson in Mains of Ardersier 
Factor for Calder and Margaret Loggie was born 16th curt and baptised this day. David 
Davidson Esqr of Cantray and Evan Macpherson Esqr Ballagan Parish of Croy Witnesses.’ 
Married Catherine Gunn (1808-1898) on 30 August 1827 at St. Paul’s, Church of England, 
Colombo, Ceylon, died Christchurch, New Zealand as Lieutenant-Colonel formerly of the 
78th Highlanders later of the 99th Regiment).

Children – Jane Campbell Macpherson (6 June 1828 – 1 March 1904) (Died at Richmond, 
Surrey), Mary Macpherson (18 May 1830 – 2 August 1899) (Born at Colombo, Ceylon, died at 
Christchurch, New Zealand), Margaret Macpherson (1 April 1832/15 May 1832 – 12 November 
1922) (Born at Colombo, Ceylon, died at Winchester, Canterbury, New Zealand), Ewen 
Fergus Macpherson (19 July 1834 – 11 December 1879) (Born at Kurunaglla or Trincomalee, 
Ceylon, died at Nadi, Fiji), William Gunn Macpherson (18 June 1836 – 4 February 1874) (Born 
at Kurunaglla, Ceylon, died at Somo Somo, Fiji), James John Macpherson (10 February 
1839 – 1881) (Born at Fort George, Ardersier, died at Vuna, Selia Levu, Fiji), David Grant 
Macpherson (10 July 1842 – 23 August 1902) (Born at sea near Hobart, Tasmania, died at 
Wainunu, Buca, Fiji) and Charles Edward Macpherson (9 December 1844 – 15 September 
1850) (Born at Norfolk Island, died at Pembarton Grange, Parramatta, New South Wales).

Possibly had an illegitimate son in 1824. Entry in Ardersier OPR: “17th May 1824. Charles 
Nat. son of Lieut Ewan McPherson of the 78th Foot & Ann McDonald was born this day and 
baptd. 25th June Inst. Wit. Samuel McLean near Loch of the Clans & the Rev Mr Campbell 
Ardersier” (pers. comm Sarah Brodie).

 Obituary in the Lyttelton Times (NZ) of 5 November 1859 of the following: ‘In this day’s 
obituary occurs the name of Lieut. Col. Ewen McPherson, late of H.M. 99th Regiment, and 
formerly of the 78th Highlanders. This gallant soldier served some years in Ceylon, and was 
for some time on service in New South Wales. In 1845 he was engaged with his regiment, 
the 99th, in the Native War at the Bay of Islands, in this colony, during which time he was 
severely wounded at the storming of Ohaeohae Pah near Waimate. He subsequently retired 
from the army with a pension on account of his wounds and long service. Col. McPherson 
reached Lyttelton only a few days ago from Timaru, where he had been seriously ill for some 
weeks.’

Henry Frederick Macpherson (5 September 1796 – 18 June 1824) died Jamaica a M.D. 
Entry in Ardersier OPR of ‘17 Sep 1796. Henry Frederick lawful son to Mr James Macpherson 
at Ardersier Factor to Lord Cawdor and Margaret Loggie was born 5th curt and baptised this 
day. David Davidson Esqr of Cantray and Mr James Roy Surgeon Ft George and Captn 
Charles Macpherson Assistant Barrack Master General at Fort George Witnesses.’ 
Reported in the Inverness Journal of 13 August 1824 of the following: ‘Deaths. On 18th June, 
on Trinity Estate, Jamaica, Henry F. Macpherson, Esq. Surgeon, youngest son of James 
Macpherson, Esq. Ardersier.’
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Katharine Macpherson (25 November 1798 – 27 April 1847). Entry in Ardersier OPR of ‘25 
Nov 1798. Katharine lawful daughter to Mr James Macpherson of Ardersier Factor for Lord 
Cawdor and Margaret Loggie was born this day and baptised the 5th Decr. David Davidson 
of Cantray Esqr and Mr James McPhail preacher of the Gospel Witnesses.’ Married on 1 
June 1816 at Ardersier to John Macandrew (12 June 1782 - 15 December 1850) Entry in 
Ardersier OPR of ‘1st June 1816 – Mr John McAndrew, Solicitor in Inverness was this day 
married to Miss Katherine Macpherson of Ardersier.’

Children – Margaret Macandrew (bp 2 September 1817 - 1893), George Macandrew (19 
July 1819 – 6 April 1892) (Married Mary Corbet in 1855 at Edinburgh, Major-General Bengal 
Staff Corps, died at Inverness), Jane Macandrew (18 October 1821 – 4 November 1841) 
(Married William Henry Shortt, died in childbirth, buried Chapel Yard, Inverness), Catherine 
Macandrew (3 August 1823 - 1866) (Married Lt.-Col. Charles Vernon Jenkins in 1853 at 
Lahore), Jamima Macandrew (2 March 1826 - 1907) (Married Captain William Douglas 
Bunbury (1818-1900) in 1857 at Lucknow, India), Aeneas Macandrew (10 September 1829 - 
May 1851), Henry Cockburn Macandrew (8 May 1832 – 26 September 1898) (Married Mary 
Rait in 1862, died at the Balmacara Hotel, Loch Alsh), John Macandrew (19 March 1835 - 
1891) (married Fanny Burton) and Victoria Macandrew (15 November 1837 – 6 March 1838) 
(Buried Chapel Yard, Inverness).

Buried at Chapel Yard, Inverness (Stone 891) with inscription of ‘Sacred to the memory 
of John Macandrew, Solicitor, Inverness, born 12 June 1782 – died 15 Dec 1850; Catherine 
Macpherson, his wife born 18 Nov 1793[8] – died 27 April 1847, and [their children], Victoria 
born …. died 6 March 1838. Aeneas, born …. died .. May 1851.’ (Stone noted as being in a 
poor condition).

Helen Macpherson (5 March 1801 – 25 May 1879) Entry in Ardersier OPR of ‘5 Mar 1801. 
Helen lawful daughter to Mr James Macpherson of Ardersier Factor for Lord Cawdor & 
Margaret Loggie was born this day  & baptised 17th inst. Witnesses David Davidson of 
Cantray Esqr & Mr Alexr Hay Sheriff Clerk of Nairn.’ www.clanmacfarlanegenealogy.info 
has 1st marriage to Donald Munro in March 1821 at Ardersier but entry in Ardersier OPR 
gives a Helen Macpherson of Rosemarkie, which is incorrect when compared to entry in 
Ardersier OPR of ‘7 Nov 1831 – This day were legally married James Tolmie Esqr Surgeon 
Campbelltown & Miss Helen McPherson of Ardersier.’ Married to Dr James Tolmie (3 
March 1796 – 7 May 1857). Death Certificate indicates he died of inflammation of the liver, 
son of Alexander Tolmie, Merchant and Margaret Anderson (both deceased), and died at 
Campbelltown, Ardersier. He was baptised at Ardersier on 20 March 1796 where Mr James 
Macpherson at Ardersier and Mr James Anderson in Campbelltown were witnesses.

Children – Margaret Isabella Tolmie (21 Mar 1833 – 3 July 1867) (Born Ardersier), Joanna 
Tolmie (9 May 1835 – 25 Jun 1901) (Born Ardersier, married Montague Yrrwhitte-Drake of 
Vancouver, died Victoria, British Columbia, Canada), Elizabeth Anderson Tolmie (22 June 
1839 – 23 May 1924) (Born Ardersier, died at Inverness), Mary Jane Anne Macpherson 
Tolmie (28 March 1842 – 9 September 1906) (Born Ardersier, died Inverness) and Helen 
Alexina Caldwell Tolmie (22 November 1845 – 10 April 1907) (Born Ardersier, died Inverness).

She is also buried at Kirkton of Ardersier churchyard (Stone 134) headstone is inscribed 
as follows: ‘Sacred to the memory of Helen Macpherson, widow of the late James Tolmie, 
Surgeon, Ardersier – born 5th March 1801, died 25th May 1879. “Endeavouring to keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” Eph. IV. 3. Also their daughter Mary Jane A. 
Macpherson, died 6th September 1906, Helen A. Caldwell, youngest daughter, died 10th 
April 1907.’ Her husband’s gravestone adjacent (Stone 135) is inscribed as follows: ‘Erected 
by public subscription to the memory of James Tolmie, Surgeon of R.C.S.L. and F.P.S., 
Glasgow, who died at Campbelltown on the 7th May 1857, aged 61 years. He practised in 
this parish and the surrounding district for 38 years, and commanded the respect and esteem 
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of all who knew him for his sterling worth, refined taste and his varied acquirements as a 
scholar. This tablet is erected in grateful remembrance of his professional skill, his unwearied 
and disinterested attention to the poor, and also a token of respect and sympathy for his 
sorrowing widow and family.’ Family stone adjacent (stone 136) is inscribed as follows: 
‘Sacred to the memory of Margaret Isabella Tolmie, eldest daughter of the late James Tolmie, 
Surgeon, Ardersier – born 21st March 1833, died 3rd July 1867. “Whom the Lord loveth, her 
chasteneth” Hebrews XII 6th. And of Joanna (Mrs Tyrwhitt-Drake) died at Victoria, B.C., 25th 
June 1901.’

George Macpherson’s parents are also buried at Kirkton of Ardersier churchyard (Stone 
360) tablestone is inscribed as follows: ‘Sacred to the memory of James MacPherson 
Esquire, who died at Ardersier on the 8th March 1825 in the 80th year of his age, leaving a 
sorrowing widow and of their family of sixteen (who all attained maturity) nine surviving to 
lament his death. His remains are here interred but his name will be ever associated with 
the dearest recollections of a numerous acquaintance. “Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord, from henceforth yea saith the spirit.” Rev.XIV.13. Mrs Margt Loggie, his widow, died 
23rd Novr 1834, aged 80, possessing those active mental energies which distinguished her 
life. Her children dutifully record their sense of virtues, which as a wife & mother rendered her 
character exemplary. Her charity was extensive, her friendship unremitting, her patience under 
afflictive bereavement & her resignation towards life’s close envinced her confidence in the 
mediation of her Redeemer.’ His father had the following death notice in the Inverness Journal 
of the 25th of March 1825: ‘At Ardersier, in the 80th year of his age, James Macpherson, Esq. 
In the character of Mr McPherson, the pious Christian was invariably evinced by integrity of 
conduct, and benevolence of heart. Through the wide circle of which he moved, he possessed 
the marked confidence of his contemporaries; and the present generation revered him as a 
father. His advice was courted, and followed. Indeed, whether viewing him as a husband, 
a father, a magistrate, or a friend, all who had the happiness of an acquaintance with this 
excellent man, will bewail his loss, and consecrate to his memory the dearest recollections.

George was married on 12th May 1817 at Cawdor Church OPR entry of ‘Mr George 
Macpherson Commander Royal Navy to Miss Margaret Reid daughter to Mr William Reid 
Colleonart near Banff by the Revd Mr Campbell Ardersier in the absence of the Revd Mr 
Grant witnesses Alexr Stables Esqr Cawdor Castle, Mr Miln Chaplain Fort George and George 
Macandrews Torrich.’ Entry in Ardersier OPR of ‘July 12 1817 – This day were legally married 
Capt George Macpherson of the Royal Navy to Miss Margaret Reid of Banff.’ 
Children – Henry Blackwood Macpherson (22 June 1818 – 27 December 1826) was baptised 
at Inverness on 14th July 1818. Entry in Inverness OPR of ‘Captain George McPherson of 
the Royal Navy residing in Balloan & his spouse Maragret Reid had a son born on the 22nd 
of June and baptised this day by Mr Rose named Henry Blackwood. James McPherson Esqr 
at Ardersier and Alexr Stables Esqr at Cawdor Castle Witnesses.’ Death Notice in Inverness 
Journal and Northern Advertiser of 2 February 1827 of ‘At Banff, on the 27th December last, 
Henry Blackwood, eldest son of the late Captain George Macpherson, R.N. aged eight years.’

James William Macpherson (bp 29 May 1820 - ?) was baptised at Inverness on 29th May 
1820. Entry in Inverness OPR of ‘Captain George McPherson and his spouse Margaret Reid 
had a child baptised by the Rev Mr Alexr Rose named James William. James McPherson and 
John McAndrew.’

Ann Macpherson (12 August 1821 – 18 November 1907) was baptised at Inverness on 22nd 
August 1821. Entry in Inverness OPR of ‘Captain George Macpherson R.N. and his spouse 
Margaret Reid had a child born on the 12th and baptised on the 22 August 1821 by the Revd 
Thos Fraser named Ann. James Macpherson Esqr and John Macandrew Esqr Witnesses.’ 
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John Cameron (centre) with his senior staff and office clerks, Traffic Division, Atbara, c. 1940.

Married The Rev. John Alexander Castlemaine Tannoch (17 February 1805 – 28 September 
1872) at Banff. Entry in Banff OPR of 2 June 1844 of ‘The Revd John Tannoch Minister of 
Kinross and Ann McPherson in this Parish were contracted for the purpose of marriage, 
and after public proclamations in the Parish Church were married by the Revd Lewis W. 
Forbes Minister of Boharm.’ Children – Margaret Macpherson Tannoch (24 March 1845 – 1 
September 1863), Jane Reid Tannoch (15 August 1846 – 21 December 1877 – Married 7 
October 1869 the Rev. William Waddell of Fern) (Died as Head of Church of Scotland Jewish 
Mission School, Salonika, Greece), Sarah Mackintosh Tannoch (19 May 1848 - ? – married 
Cecil James Cummings at British Consulate, Salonika, Greece c1876-1880) (1901 Census 
at 15 Welbeck Mansions, Hampstead London, aged 52, widow, with daughters Anna M and 
Mary Cummings both stated as being born in Turkey) (Free BMD has possible death in Apr-
June 1929 of a Sarah M Cummings aged 80), Anna Tannoch (24 February 1850 – 9 March 
1875), John Tannoch (4 March 1852 – 19 Jul 1863), Mary Jane Tannoch (29 March 1854 – 28 
August 1855) and George Macpherson Tannoch (10 January 1857 – 29 August 1863). Ann 
Tannoch nee Macpherson died at Ramsgate.

 George Macpherson (3 November 1822 – 9 December 1823) was baptised at Inverness 
on 20th November 1822. Entry in Inverness OPR of ‘Captain George Macpherson of the 
Royal Navy and his wife Mrs Margaret Reid had a child born Nov 3rd 1822 and baptised 
by the Rev Alex Rose named George. Witnesses James Macpherson Esqr and Captn Alexr 
Macpherson.’

Margaret Macpherson (21 January 1824 – Feb 1833?) was baptised at Ardersier on 
11th February 1824. Entry in Ardersier OPR of ‘Margaret lawful daughter of Capt George 
McPherson Royal Navy & Mrs Margaret Reid was born on the 21st January & bapt 11 Feb 
1824. Wit John McPherson Esquire Ardersier & Mr James Tolmie Surgeon in Campbeltown.’ 
Death of Margaret McPherson recorded in Banff OPR – ‘Margaret McPherson buried Feby 
8th 1833 aged 9.’ Could this be her? It is likely to be her as family seemed to have moved to 
Banff after the death of George Macpherson.

www.clanmacfarlanegenealogy.info has him married 2nd to Ann MacDonald though no 
trace of a marriage on Scotland’s People, also of their son Charles MacDonald Macpherson 
born 1824; Ardersier OPR for 1824 indicates that father was Ewan Macpherson not a George 
Macpherson.

 A tablestone to his memory in the Kirkton of Ardersier churchyard (Stone 358) is inscribed 
as follows: ‘Sacred to the memory of Captain George Macpherson R.N., son of James 
Macpherson Esquire, Ardersier. Captain Macpherson’s bravery and conduct as an officer 
gained him the esteem and confidence of his superiors, while the valuable qualities of his 
heart endeared him to every acquaintance. From the effects of wounds received in the 
service of his country, he died on 27th May 1824, aged 36; his infant son George, died on 
9th Dec 1823.’

 His wife Margaret Reid died 5th March 1873 at Louise Terrace, West Ferry, Dundee. 
Cause of death stated as vascular disease of heart. Informant was Sarah M. Tannoch, 
Granddaughter. Daughter of William Reid, Farmer (deceased) and Anna Orrok (deceased). 
OPR indicates daughter of William Reid and Anne Orrok, baptised 6th June 1796 at Banff 
born 28 May 1796.

I have found during the course of this article that the information provided by www.
clanmacfarlanegenealogy.info was partly incorrect, though reliability of sources only given as 
3 (meaning not stated) – A word of warning be wary of online sources – always check against 
the original.

 I am very grateful to Sarah Brodie of Lethen House, Auldearn for comments and help on 
an earlier draft of this article.
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A TIME FOR 
REFLECTION

Graham Simpson lives in the Shetland Isles, from where in World War I over 600 men left 
to fight for their country and never returned. As a percentage of the population at the 
time this death rate was roughly 50% higher than the average for the United Kingdom 
as a whole, a significant sacrifice for an island many miles away from the Western 
Front, where most of the action took place. Elsewhere in this journal you will find a 
story that relates to that First World War, our cover photo is of troops returning from 
action in a period of relative peace, so this tale by Graham concerning two survivors 
from the Second World War falls neatly in between. Here it is: -

I was going to post this on Sunday, but, in view of the amazing photographic tribute on the 
side of the Lerwick Town Hall earlier, perhaps now is a more fitting moment.

 
This morning in rubbish weather I made my way to lay some flowers at this little church at 

the very edge of Britain in the Shetland Isles where I now live. As it’s the 100th anniversary 
of the 1st War I had intended to write something new, but I hope you’ll allow me to tell this 
true tale once more.

I can’t always guarantee that I’ll be this far west on the main island for Remembrance 
Sunday so I always try and leave flowers or a poppy wreath here as close to the date as I 
can. I drive a couple of miles off route and stop at this little deserted and long unused Kirk 
I found in a village long forgotten, that now exists only as a few fallen croft houses because 
the men never came home. On the gable end it has a memorial that commemorates all those 
from this tiny and spent Shetland village on a remote point of Britain that gave their lives so 
that we can live in freedom. I hope this piece will convey my sentiments of how I feel about 
our unknown hero’s past and present.

A few years ago, for reasons I won’t go into, I was asked to help out a couple of World War 
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II veterans launch the UK Poppy appeal in Catford, London of all places. Our duties were 
fairly simple, raise the Union Flag to full and lower it to half-mast while the bugler played the 
Last Post and the UK press snapped away and TV crews filmed it for news broadcasts later 
that day.

To help me out I was given Big Jock and Wee Jock. Big Jock was nearly 80 years old then, 
still 6’4” in height and ramrod straight, a no nonsense Glaswegian, formerly of the Merchant 
Navy and then His Majesty’s Royal Navy. A diamond in the rough was my feeling and better 
to stay near the polished surface than the sharp edges. The great and the good gathered, 
the Mayor and Cllrs etc. described the Germans as our former enemy and now our trusted 
European friends. Big Jock referred to them in his salutation to one and all over the PA 
system as “The Dirty B*****d Hun”. I bonded with him immediately.

Wee Jock was 4’ nothing in thick socks and looked like he had been left out in one 
sandstorm too many. He was an original member of an elite group formed by Colonel Sir 
Archibald David Stirling, DSO, OBE, better known to you and me as the SAS. He didn’t 
speak much and I figured he didn’t need to. In fact his only comment on handing me the 
Union Flag was “Make sure it’s the right f*****g way up!” He was half my weight and almost 
half my size but his steely blue eyes made sure that I took note and attached the flag the 
correct way up.

Etiquette dictates you shouldn’t stare but row upon row of medals shining in the autumnal 
sunshine has a way of catching your eye and Big Jock had been encouraged by the Royal 
British Legion to go to town at this national photo opportunity by wearing not only his 
own several rows of God knows how many medals, but also on the right, his father’s and 
grandfather’s medals too. He stood muttering “Ma old pals would be pishin themselves at 
what I’ve gotten masel roped in tae, I look like a f******g Russian General be Christ!”

My role was terrifyingly simple. I had to KICK Big Jock! You see Big Jock was almost 
totally blind and pretty much deaf too. His instruction to me was when the flag reached half-
mast on the way down “Kick my leg as I canne see the flag up there” Primed and ready to 
go the bugler played. The flag was sent aloft, Big Jock felt the rope go tight at the top of the 
pole and started to lower it.

As it got close to where I thought it should be I kicked his leg. He carried on inch by inch 
lowering, I kicked harder, still the flag descended. At the point of no return I pulled on his 
sleeve and kicked him so hard Roy Keane would have winced!

The flag stopped perfectly at half-mast. The disdain with which Big Jock looked down 
at me almost broke me in two with shame, then he grinned the biggest grin I’ve ever seen. 
“I meant the other leg, that wan you’ve been stampin on is a falsey! I lost it in the Denmark 
Straits in ‘44. The Dirty B*****d Hun!” Not wishing to upset him further, I universally agreed 
that the Germans were indeed Germanic, unclean and mostly born out of wedlock.

Afterwards at the Civic Reception the two old comrades in arms sat away from everyone 
else sharing a few memories of what I can hardly imagine. I took them over a cup of tea, 
shook their hands and said a thank you. They took it as being for just today’s event, but I 
knew it really meant for everything.

You always feel awkward being near men and women that have done so much when 
you’ve done so little and I was about to walk away. “Here Son, sit doon.” said Big Jock and 
with a hand the size of his stokers shovel he patted me on the back so hard that on any other 
day it would have qualified for assault “Ye did alright fer yer first action” Wee Jock nodded. 
To have bathed for just a few moments in the glow of giants whatever their size was one of 
my best days ever.

“At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them”.

Too right I will.
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HIGHLAND HEIRLOOMS

The scenic photo of the old Cullicudden churchyard on the cover of the HFHS May, 
2018 issue prompted me to submit this related article.  How many of us have family 
heirlooms in which the background history is unknown? Heirlooms have been passed 
down through the generations but the stories that go with them often have been long 
forgotten.  I live in Canada and a few months ago a friend by the name of Lyn Holloway 
asked me for help in researching the history behind a couple of family heirlooms in her 
possession, “My aunt gave me an old silver tray.  When I polished it up the inscription 
reads “Presented to Mr. Donald McDonald teacher Cullicadden by his pupils 1871”.  
The inscription is very clear and it definitely says Cullicadden and not Cullicudden.  I 
believe he was my grandmother’s grandfather.  I’m assuming this is somewhere in 
Scotland, but I don’t know if it’s a town or the name of a school.” Well, I love a good 
mystery so I got right on the case.

                                
After undertaking a little research, I assured my friend that Cullicadden and Cullicudden 

were one and the same and that it appeared to be an ancient village in Ross and Cromarty 
on the Black Isle.  Knowing that Graeme MacKenzie (former Chairman of HFHS) also had 
ancestors in that area, I contacted him to ask about the possibility of accessing Cullicudden 
school records. Graeme suggested that I contact the Highland Archives to see if they had 
records for the time period in question. Peter Mennie from the Highland Archives responded 
to my query stating that they had school records for Cullicudden School but the surviving log 
books were limited to the years from 1916 to 1971. 

Undeterred, a check on marriages through the scotlandspeople website revealed that 
Donald McDonald had married Mary McKay at the Bog of Cullicudden on Feb. 15th, 1856 
in a ceremony that was solemnized through the Free Church. Donald and Mary had humble 
beginnings both being born into crofter families in Resolis, Ross-shire. According to the 
1871 Scottish census, the McDonald family was living at the Bog of Cullicudden. Donald 
McDonald, age 53, school master was listed with his wife Mary and their four children, 
William, Catherine, Christina and Mary. The 1881 census gave Donald’s occupation as 
“registrar of births etc.” and Donald and Mary had moved to Resolis living at #7 Resolis villa 
with their two daughters, Catherine and Mary.

By Laurel Lahay

The ornate silver tray measures 12 inches 
in diameter Cullicadden
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After providing my friend Lyn with marriage, death and census records, she remembered 
another family heirloom tucked away on a shelf. It proved to be a lovely, ornate sewing 
box that had been presented in 1878 to Donald’s wife, Mary McDonald, Cullicudden 
schoolmistress.  Thankfully, the two heirloom items had been inscribed or it would have 
been impossible to say for certain as to who the original owners had been. 

         

The exquisitely ornate box measures 11” by 8 3/4” by 5 ½” and is inlaid with abalone and 
mother of pearl. An ornate silver tray and a beautifully inlaid sewing box were substantial 
gifts from a small, local farming community of that time period.

A check of the British Newspaper Archive website proved fruitful with an 1896 obit of 
Donald McDonald  from the Ross-shire Journal.  The obit emphasized that Donald was a 
true gentleman with an exemplary career that extended over 30 years, starting from the 
Disruption period, and that he was held in very high regard by his students and by the local 
community.

While researching the McDonald family, I 
came across a marvelous website The Story 
behind the Stones that included a biography 
on Donald McDonald and his family, which was 
written by Jim MacKay. If you have ancestors in 
the Kirkmichael area, be sure to check out this 
fabulous resource. http://www.kirkmichael.info/
index.html.  The Story behind the Stones gives 
the history of families and estates of Kirkmichael, 
Cullicudden, the Black Isle and beyond. According 
to Jim McKay, Cullicudden was well known 
for the quality of its teachers. He added that 
Cullicudden is Gaelic for “the creek of the cuddie 
fish”, and the fish became the school symbol. 
He also mentioned that Donald McDonald was 
registrar of Resolis from 1874 to 1893 and that 
upon his retirement, he was replaced by the 
famous Kenneth Kemp.  Jim included a report 
from the Inverness Courier of June 7th, 1878 in 
which Donald McDonald was presented with a 
gold watch and chain when he retirement from 
teaching. “On the afternoon of Wednesday week, 
the 20th ult, Mr Donald Macdonald, who has just 
retired from the Public School of Cullicudden, 
was waited on, at his new residence in the old 
parochial schoolhouse of Resolis, by a number of 

The Ross-shire Journal, Sept. 11th, 
1896, page 5
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subscribers, in order to present him with a valuable gold watch and chain, in recognition of 
his long, energetic, and highly successful labours as a teacher, and their respect for him in 
his private capacity.”

 Later in the article, Rev. Macdougall gave mention of a forthcoming gift for Mrs. MacDonald, 
“The Rev. Mr Macdougall, after alluding to the high Christian character of Mr Macdonald 
and the great esteem in which he had always been held in the parish as an honest and 
painstaking teacher, said that Mrs Macdonald proved herself a worthy helpmeet for her 
husband, that she had laboured for long years as mistress in the industrial department, 
and that he believed the intentions to present her with a suitable testimonial would soon 
be carried out.” Since the plaque on Lyn’s sewing box is dated 1878, this must have been 
the aforementioned gift that was promised to Mary.  Lyn does not know what became of 
Donald’s valuable gold watch and chain. For a more detailed biography of the McDonald 
family, check out Jim’s biography of Donald McDonald in The Story behind the Stones: 
http://www.kirkmichael.info/DonaldMcDonaldCullicuddenSchool.html

This sign which is 
welded from old plow parts 
commemorates the old 
Cullicudden School. It is 
situated on the property 
belonging to John Ross. 

Photo by Jim MacKay 

 “His stone in Kirkmichael is prominent, and it 
commemorates him, his wife, and the earlier deaths of 

two of their children.
It is very fitting that he should be commemorated 

with this prominent red granite stone, given his own 
prominence in Resolis as schoolteacher and registrar for 

such an extended period.”
Jim MacKay

Photo by Jim MacKay

The MacDonald heirloom items had originally been 
passed down to Lyn’s family through Donald and Mary’s 
daughter, the red-haired Christian Margaret McDonald 
who was born in Resolis in 1861. After her marriage to 
George Robertson, the family immigrated to Canada in 
1911. It’s rumoured that Christian, as a very small child 
(as young as three years old), sat at the back of the class 
while her parents were teaching. She was academically 
and artistically inclined, however she was discouraged 
from pursuing an education in the fine arts as her family 
didn’t think it was a suitable or productive option for a 
young lady.  Included is a drawing that Christian drew 

Donald McDonald’s headstone in 
the Kirkmichael Churchyard at the 

dogleg in the north dyke beside the 
road
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when she was apparently just fourteen years of age. (Apologies for the poor photographic 
quality due to the glare from the glass within the frame.)

 

In closing, due to Lyn’s query into the background of her heirloom items, she now has an 
enlightened knowledge of her illustrious and highly respected great, great, grandparents. 
Because of competent and dedicated teachers such as Donald and Mary McDonald, the 
heirloom photos will be an added component to Cullicudden’s school history and high 
standard of education.

Citation:
Lyn Holloway

Jim MacKay, The Story behind the Stones 
www.kirkmichael.info/DonaldMcDonaldCullicuddenSchool.htm

Graham McKenzie

Peter Mennie, Highland Archives

The Inverness Advertiser, June 7th,1878, June 7th, Resolis Presentation

The Ross-shire Journal, 1896, Sept. 11th, page 5 - The Death of a Retired Resolis School 
Teacher, The British Newspaper Archive, https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/

ScotlandsPeople, https://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
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THE SHORT HARD LIFE OF WILLIAM BRUCE

The village of Easdale is on the island of Seil, a short distance off the Argyllshire coast.  
For over two hundred years the main source of employment was the quarrying of slate 
from several quarries. The Statistical Account of Scotland in 1845 said that the quality 
was as high as Welsh slate and the quarriers were highly skilled craftsmen. 

                                
The 19th century decennial censuses for the parish of Kilbrandon and Kilchatten which 

includes Easdale shows most of the men of working age had employment in the quarries. 
In 1845 a quarrier earned £30 to £35 a year while those who cleared the rubbish got 1/3d to 
1/8d a day. [a junior clerk at that time got  10/- a week]

Twins, John and Kenneth Bruce were shown in the 1871 census in this village, aged 25 
and employed as labourers in the slate quarry.   In 1875 Kenneth married the daughter of 
a quarrier and his occupation was then shown as a carter in the quarry. Their firstborn was 
William who was born on 29 May 1877. When he was four one of the quarries was flooded 
to a depth of 250 feet by the sea wall caving in during a south-westerly gale and a very high 
tide. 

It could not be drained and along with the economic hazards and absence of suitable 
markets there was a steady decline in the quarrying industry. In 1906 there were 352 
employed in the quarries and by 1952 only 37. (3rd Statistical Account 1961).  Nevertheless 
William, his brothers, cousins and neighbours in the little village of Ellenabeich, all started 
work in the quarries as soon as they were old enough and accepted that is what would 
happen.

His youngest brother, Kenneth, who was my grandfather once told my mother he could 
remember sitting with a lump of slate between his knees and cleaving it in to thinner slates 
when he started work there. However William was not content with working in the quarries 
and the big city beckoned. The records of the [former] City of Glasgow Police show that 
William became a Probationary Constable on 15 August 1900. He was 5ft111/4 . On 
completion of his probation he was appointed as a 3rd class constable and received 25/- a 
week. He married in 1902 and they had three children.

He advanced to become a 1st class constable and by 1 June 1913 was receiving 37/6 
a week.  It was not a brilliant career. The police staff records show that he was twice fined 
5/- for being drunk on duty, in 1906 and 1913.   I do not know how common this was but he 
was also reduce a rank in 1908 for neglect of duty in connection with a case of shebeening 
(illicit selling of liquor).

When War broke out he must have seen the recruiting posters and he answered the call to 
sign up. On 23 September 1914 he gave in his notice to the police to join the army and left 
on 3 October. He was reported missing shortly after by his wife and was found floating in the 
Clyde at Meadowside Quay in Glasgow. 

A small paragraph in the Glasgow Herald reported his death on 13 October 1914. His Death 
Certificate says he was a private in the Royal Field Artillery and states the cause of death as 
drowning. The Procurator Fiscal established the cause as drowning in a precognition.

I was surprised to discover the cause of death as the family always said it was suicide and 
implied he was a coward.  He was in a relatively well paid job and had volunteered to join 
the army very early in the War when it was thought “it would be all over by Christmas” and 
would be a “big picnic”.  My interpretation was that as he had clearly enjoyed a “wee bevvie” 
he went for one last drink with friends before going to France and it turned out it was his 
last so he never saw the Western Front. Not a very dignified death but different from suicide.  

A cautionary tale?

By Kathy Elam
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CONNECTING PEOPLE THROUGH THE 
SCOTTISH CENSUS

Over quite a number of years - far more than twenty, I have submitted 
and had printed a couple of articles. Each have concerned my Great 
Grandmother Jessie McKenzie.

All this time later and I really don’t know for sure if the person I now assume to be my 
Jessie is correct or not. It is really quite difficult to be sure about some people, particularly 
when they are female and have left their families behind and travelled often alone to the other 
side of the globe: add to this the fact that they were illiterate.

What are my known facts about Jessie?  I know that on 4th April 1856, someone of that 
name married at the Presbyterian Church in Castlemaine, Victoria , Australia.  This lady 
became my Gr. Grandmother, her Groom, my Gr. Grandfather was a John Chard. He was 
with the British Army - a Devonshire man. (Through the Army fairly easily traced)

The marriage certificate, gives Jessie’s parents as Alexander and Jessie McKenzie, the 
place of birth at this time is given as Glasgow, Scotland. Let us at this point remember that 
neither Jessie nor John were literate; so some facts may not be accurate and over time, not 
always was the same answer given to the same question. Over the next 20 years Jessie had 
12 children. The first few of these, according to the certificates - the informant for each was 
the father John, so it may not be surprising that the place of birth of the mother becomes 
varied .What would a Devonshire man know of Scotland? It does become obvious though 
that Ross-shire in the Highlands was the most likely birth place of Jessie. For some time I 
believed that Jessie was part of a family from Knockbain, and it was here I visited when I last 
visited Scotland 20 years ago.

It was quite a surprise, when doing further research after my return home to Australia, to 
discover one of Jessie’s babies’ Registration Certificate , with the informant Jessie herself 
and on this one, place of birth of mother was given as Tain.  My rationale for then accepting 
this as “The Fact”; how would an illiterate Scottish nursemaid ever know about a place like 
Tain - unless from personal experience.  It was surprisingly easy to find an Alexander and 
Janet McKenzie giving birth to a female child called Jessie in Tain in 1831, the year which 
seemed to be the year of my Jessie’s birth. This even gave the name of the mother as Janet 
Ross. (First Ross connection)

Alexander and Janet are also listed with giving birth to Duncan in 1826, Alexander in 
1829 and Ann in 1835. This family seem very difficult to trace. I have never really found the 
marriage between Janet Ross and Alexander Mckenzie - and using the Scottish naming 
patterns am not sure of either of their parents. The 1841 Census does not seem to have 
them as a family.

However, in the 1851 Census, we do find Janet, the Mother, aged 60 years, living in 
“Lamington’, Tain, with Duncan and Alexander. Janet (my assumed Gr. Gr. Grandmother) 
is said to be a Poorhouse servant. Duncan has the notation - idt- pensioner (I suppose this 
might mean he had some health problems), whilst Alexander, b. 1829, was listed as an Ag. 
Lab.  No mention of father Alexander, nor the daughters Jessie and Ann. I think that Father 
Alexander possibly was dead, as at the time of Jessie’s baptism, he was said even then to be 
a pensioner. There are a couple of possibilities for Ann as a servant in homes in Tain. Jessie 
could very well have left for Australia by this time.

I have not located Jessie on a ship arriving in Australia - family lore, tells that she came as 
a Nurse Maid to the children of a Doctor. Many times on the shipping records these females 
are simply listed with the family and called “and maid”.

Also in the 1851 Census, there is a family of a Donald and Christy Ross; they also live at 

By Marjorie Hanson
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Lamington Tain.  They have a daughter, Catherine, living at home and there is also a 6months 
old baby called Jessie McKenzie .

 When we move to the 1861 Census , mother Janet and Duncan McKenzie are not located 
- however, Alexander Mckenzie is listed with wife Catherine (Ross), daughter Jessie, now 11 
years old, plus children – Donald, aged 8, Alexander, aged 6, John, aged 4 and Christina, 
aged 2. There is also a sister to Alexander, Ann McKenzie, aged 25, and another baby, 
called Jennet Grey, aged 6 months. This Jennet is listed as “sister-in- law” and said to have 
been born in Galashiels. I am not sure just what this connotation sister-in-law indicates; one 
option would be to think it is Ann’s child, but this isn’t necessarily the case, and I have not 
found any further evidence to support this.

The 1871 Census has this same family living still at Lamington; with additional children. 
In 1881 and 1891 I have been unable to locate the family in Scotland. However in the 1901 
Census, we find Alexander and Catherine again in Lamington Tain, this time they have only 
one Grandson, a Robert Robertson, aged 14, a labourer living with them.

I have had much enjoyment following this family of Alexander McKenzie - presuming he is 
the brother of my Gr. Grandmother. It would seem that during the years 1881 and 1891 this 
family had moved to Canada with their family. The parents at least, it seems, had returned to 
Tain before 1901.  It has also enabled me to follow the sister Ann.

Another interesting sidelight from the 1861 census - who was this Jennet Gray - listed 
as a sister-in-law in 1851?  It seems to me a very distinctive spelling for a name - there are 
very few females called Jennet Gray in the censuses around these times. She is not listed 
with this family in the 1871 Census. There is however a Jennet Gray, aged 11, in the 1871 
census, listed with a Patrick, who was born in Ireland and Janet Glen, living in Glasgow. 
She is called a niece this time. Then the only Jennet Gray, of the right age - 20, in the 1881 
census, is said to be a sister to a John (25) and Elizabeth Carberry (26). Whoever this Jennet 
Gray was, it does seem as though she had a rough early life — moved from one place and 

family connection to another.
As I say it makes for interesting 

research; but I really can’t be totally 
sure they have any connection to my Gr. 
Grandmother and thus to me.  However 
until such time as someone can show 
quite definitely that is NOT my Mckenzie 
line, I am claiming it.

About 12 months ago I did have my 
DNA done and have received many 
“connections” from this. There has been 
none so far that have led me back to 
my Gr. Grandmother Jessie, but I live in 
hope.

 

Jessie McKenzie in later years living 
in Ballarat , Victoria Australia -  
my Gr. Grandmother.
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MEMBERS’ DETAILS
New Members:
2769. Mr Clem Frank – Lindfield, Sussex
2770. Mr Malcolm Gwilym Reid - Walton on 
Thames, Surrey
2771. Mrs Barbara Bodden - Glendale, CA, 
U.S.A.
2772. Mr Bruce Wallace – Ingleburn, New South 
Wales
2773. Mr William Cumming – Gateshead
2774. Miss Jane Macdonald – Reading
2775. Mr Robin Hatt – Farnham, Surrey
2776. Mr David Macintyre – Fortrose, Ross-shire
2777. Mr Laurie Hossack – Saint John, N.B., 
Canada
2778. Ms Diane Waldo – Moro, Illinois, U.S.A.
2495. Mrs Janice Simpson – Inverness (rejoined)

9832. Clan Donald Society of the Highlands and 
Islands
Change of address:
442. Mrs Merriet Ross – Portmahomack, Tain, 
Ross-shire
1094. Capt Don Macphie – Sutton Coldfield, 
West Midlands
1429. Mr Robert Macduff-Duncan – new address 
in Perth
1581. Mr John L Macpherson – Bowral, N.S.W.
1846. Mrs Christine Thomas – Largs, N. Ayrshire
1970. Mr Alan Graham – Falkland, Fife 
Resignations:
52. Mrs Mary Bethune 
1140. Mr John Macdonald 1613. Mr Peter 
Dallas
2612. Mrs Johan Byrne
Deaths:
1405. Mrs Catherine Wisely
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Publications for sale
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