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The Chairman’s Column
The August Journal always brings with it our annual membership card and details of next 

season’s syllabus.  Yet again, Hamish has been very busy and drawn up a wide-ranging 
group of speakers for our monthly meetings, and I do hope that as many of you as possible 
will come along to the Archive Centre and support the Society.  We rely on the feedback and 
input from you our members in drawing up our annual syllabus, and we hope you won’t be 
disappointed in our choices for the coming year.

The Society was represented at the recent Highland Games in Inverness, and our stall 
attracted a good number of visitors.  Our volunteers continue to man the Society’s table in 
the Archive Centre during the week, and will always welcome any members who may be 
visiting the area, and assist in their researches.  In addition, our new website is currently under 
testing, and we hope that it will be live very soon.

You will have seen John’s recent plea for someone to come forward to take over from him 
as Treasurer.  I’m afraid that he is still awaiting a positive response, so I would again urge you 
to consider whether this is something you could do to help the Society.  Informal enquiries 
will be welcomed!

Family trees never stop growing, and there’s always further information to be gathered 
and added.  By the time you read this, my son will have got married and I will have gained 
a daughter-in-law, which adds a whole new branch to my particular tree.  I wonder what I’ll 
find?

ARTICLES FOR JOURNAL
Editor here. In spite of my plea in the last journal, I am still looking for new articles from 
members. As mentioned previously, Stuart Farrell has sent in another long article which I have 
had to split over two journals. You will find the first part on the next page. Past chairman of 
our Society, Graeme Mackenzie, has responded with a very interesting article on surnames. 
To fill the gap I have had to dig out a couple of previous articles of mine from years past, so if 
you don’t want to be bored to death with more of my collection, get writing!

PRIVACY STATEMENT
Stuart Farrell has recently produced two additions to his excellent series of transcriptions 
of the registers held by the Free Church of Scotland. The first publication covers Thurso 
FC – Births & Baptisms 1843-1854 plus Thurso West FC – Communion Rolls 1841-1859 & 
Marriages 1841-1854. The other has the quaint title of Free Church Miscellanea. This one 
covers Kingussie FC Baptisms 1843-1853; Moy FC Baptisms 1844-1854; Dores & Bona 
FC List of Adherants 1893; Stratherrick FC Baptisms 1842-1854 and Cromdale & Advie FC 
Baptisms 1894-1929. Both of these publications are now available at a cost of £8 each plus 
postage of course.

NEW COMPUTER & WEBSITE
The Chairman mentioned above that a new version of our website is being tested and should 
be live hopefully by the time of our first meeting of the new season on September 26th. 
This is a convenient point to announce that we have purchased a much faster computer for 
our volunteers to use at the Archive Centre. This will allow us to improve our service to our 
members. We will be setting up an e-mail facility on it allowing our volunteers to respond 
to queries from both members and the general public. This latter group we would hope to 
encourage to join the Society.
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CAPTAIN GEORGE MACPHERSON, ROYAL NAVY 
AND THE MACPHERSON’S OF ARDERSIER

Part 1
 The following obituary is taken from the Inverness Journal and Northern Advertiser of 
the 25 June 1824: 

‘At Milltown Cottage, on the 27th ult. Captain George Macpherson, R. N. He entered the 
Navy as midshipman on board the Dragon (74), in 1800 – served in the Canopus (flag-
ship, successively of Admirals Campbell and Louis), on the Mediterranean station, and in 
Lord Nelson’s memorable chase of the French fleet to and from the West Indies, preceding 
the battle of Trafalgar. In 1806, the Canopus was detached with Admiral Sir J. Duckworth, 
and was in the engagement off St. Domingo, when five sail of the line were captured or 
destroyed. On their passage to England, Captain Macpherson was in the Braave prize-
ship, which foundered at sea, and narrowly escaped with his life. In 1807, the Canopus was 
ordered to the Dardanelles, where Captain Macpherson was employed in dislodging Turkish 
troops from an island off Constantinople – had the command of a boat, when the Ajax blew 
up, and saved the valuable life of the Captain (now Admiral) the Hon. Sir H. Blackwood. 
He then proceeded with the expedition under General Fraser to Egypt, and signalized 
himself in the command of gun-boats, at a very important position on Lake Mareotis. In 
1808, he was made Lieutenant, and superintended the fitting out of the Warspite. He was 
shifted to the Caledonia, Lord Gambier’s flagship, previously to the successful attack on the 
French squadron in Basque roads. In 1809, he volunteered to accompany the Walcheren 
expedition, and was actively employed in the command of gun-boats on the Schedt – 
rejoined the Caledonia, and sailed with Admiral Pickmore, to the bay of Cadiz, where he 
again distinguished himself as a volunteer, in the defence of Matagorda; and soon after, 
while (with a very inferior force) gallantly preventing the escape of a French prison-ship, he 
received a musket ball through the left leg, and another in his breast; 200 of the enemy (out 
of 500 armed with muskets) were killed, and the ship burnt. He afterwards served in the 
Egmont, Warspite, and Liffey, where, on various occasions, his zeal, judgement, and ability, 
were highly conspicuous. In 1816, he was First Lieutenant of the frigate Glasgow, Captain 
the Hon. Anthony Maitland, in the attack of Algiers; and after his return, he was promoted to 
the rank of Commander, and put on half-pay. 

Gifted with the advantages of a powerful mind, regulated by the most scrupulous sense 
of honour, and devotion to the duties of his profession, he gained, in a high degree, the 
confidence of his superiors, and secured the admiration of every witness of his conduct. 
The same energy of mind and firmness of character which distinguished him as an officer, 
prompted him, in his retirement, to further usefulness, in the service of the public, as an 
active and faithful magistrate. In the more private walks of life, his warm and hospitable 
disposition, cheerful though modest and unassuming manner, and his sincere and steady 
friendship, eminently fitted him to promote the happiness of social intercourse. On the day of 
his funeral, the garrison of Fort George testified their respect for departed worth, by paying, 
unsolicited, the military honours due to his rank; and the shops in Campbeltown, through 
which the procession passed, were shut. No sooner was the interment over, than a number 
of his sorrowing friends resolved to erect a monument to his memory, in testimony of their 
heartfelt regard.’

George Macpherson was born the 8th of June 1787. Entry in Ardersier OPR of ‘George 

By Stuart Farrell
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lawful son of James Macpherson, Esq Factor for Calder and Margaret Loggie was born this 
day and baptised on the 17th inst.’
His parents were married 18 August 1777 at Stackpole Elidor, Pembrokeshire, Wales. Likely 
his father was working on the Stackpole Estate owned by Lord Cawdor. His wife Margaret 
Loggie was born in 1756 at Haverford, West Wales, daughter of John Loggie and Mary 
Lloyd. James Macpherson, son of Neil Macpherson and Jean MacAndrew, was baptised 
12 January 1746 at Wester Dulcie, Ardclach, Nairnshire (www.clanmacfarlanegenealogy.
info has date of 1745). Her mother Mary Lloyd was buried at Kirkton of Ardersier (stone 357) 
with inscription of ‘Sacred to the memory of Mary Lloyd, widow of John Loggie, Merchant at 
Cardigan, who departed this life on the 3rd day of May 1793, aged 79 years.’

Service Record (National Archives UK, Kew – Ref. ADM 196) shows that George served 
in the Royal Navy as follows: 4 Jan 1800 – March 1803 – H.M.S Dragon – Mediterranean & 
West Indies – Ord & Mid; March 1803 – Novr 1807 – H.M.S Canopus – Mediterranean – Mid; 
Nov 1807 – Feb 1808 – H.M.S Tiger – Mediterranean – Sup 2; 11 Mar 1808 – April 1808 
– H.M.S. Pique; Apr 1808 – May 1808 – H.M.S. Warspite – Chatham Fitting – Lieut; May 
1808 – Sept 1808 – H.M.S Ville de Paris – Channel – Lieut; Sep 1808 – July 1810 – H.M.S. 
Caledonia – Channel, Port of Cadiz – Lieut; 10 Jan 1811 – 6 March 1811 – H.M.S. Thistle – 
Bound to New York – In command, wrecked at Maransquam Beach, New York; Sep 1811 
– August 1812 – H.M.S. Egmont – North Sea – Lieut; August 1812 – June 1814 – H.M.S. 
Warspite – Channel – Lieut; July 1814 – August 1815 – H.M.S. Liffey – Channel – Lieut; May 
1816 – Novr 1816 – H.M.S. Glasgow – Mediterranean – Lieut; 16 Sep 1816 – H.M.S. Tor 
Bank – Commander.

George was one of 16 children of James Macpherson and Margaret Loggie: 

John Macpherson (24 June 1778 – 21 March 1801). Entry in Ardersier OPR of ‘June 24th 
1778. John lawful son of James McPherson Esqr at Ardersier & Margaret Loggie was born 
this day.’ John was killed at the battle of Alexandria, Egypt whilst serving with 1st Royal 
Regiment of Foot.

Mary Macpherson (4 September 1779 – 8 May 1872). Entry in Cawdor OPR of ‘Sep 4 1779. 
Was born Mary daughter to Mr James Macpherson and Margaret Loggie in Calder, and 
baptised the 8th instant. Archibald Campbell of Budgate Esq and Mr Duncan McAndrew 
Residenter in London Witnesses.’ www.clanmacfarlanegenealogy.info has 1st marriage to 
Peter Sutherland. Entry in Ardersier OPR of ’13 Feb 1801 – Peter Sutherland Carpenter in 
Campbelltown & Mary Macpherson.’ www.clanmacfarlanegenealogy.info has a 2nd marriage 
to a Henry Clayton though no marriage listed in Scotland’s People. Both these are likely to 
be incorrect as her death certificate states that she was single. Death certificate indicates 
cause of death as Diarrhoea of 4 days, died at The Cottage, Ardersier, the informant was 
Margaret Smith, niece. Buried at Kirkton of Ardersier churchyard (stone 346) tablestone is 
inscribed as follows: ‘Sacred to the memory of Mary Macpherson, eldest daughter of James 
Macpherson, Esqr, Ardersier, born at Cawdor 4th Septr 1779, died at Ardersier Cottage 8th 
May 1872. “Not in mine innocence I trust. I bow before thee in the dust and through my 
Saviour’s blood alone, I look for mercy at thy throne.” Hymn V.3.’

Jane Macpherson (7 December 1780 – 22 February 1868). Entry in Ardersier OPR of ‘Dec 
7th 1780. Jane lawful daughter of James Macpherson Esq of Ardersier & Margaret Loggie 
was born this day.’ Death certificate indicates cause of death as Bronchitis of 7 days with 
Congestion of Lungs, died at The Cottage, Ardersier, the informant was Margaret Smith, 
niece. Also buried at Kirkton of Ardersier churchyard (Stone 347) tablestone is inscribed as 
follows: ‘Sacred to the memory of Jane Macpherson, daughter of James Macpherson, Esqr, 
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Ardersier, born at Cawdor 7th Dec 1780, died at Ardersier Cottage 22nd Feby 1868. “He hath 
showed thee o’man what is good and what doth the Lord require of thee; but to do justly and 
to love mercy and to walk humbly with thy God.” Micah. VI, 8.’

Duncan Macpherson (17 March 1782 – 2 January 1852). Entry in Ardersier OPR of ‘Duncan 
lawful son to Mr James Macpherson Factor for Calder, in Ardersier and Margaret Loggie was 
born this day and bpt 25th instant. Duncan Campbell Factor for Lethen in Fornighty Parish 
of Ardclach and Robert MacLewis in Fort George wit.’ Duncan married Ann Brodie Campbell 
(1781-1865) on 11 August 1808. Entry in Ardersier OPR of ‘11 Aug 1808 – Married Duncan 
Macpherson Esqr Capt 78th Regt to Miss Anne Brodie Campbell of Fornighty, Parish of 
Ardclach. Lieut Malcolm McGregor 78th Regt & Jas McPherson of Ardersier witnesses.’

Children – Margaret Macpherson (28 May 1809 – 13 Feb 1887), Major-General Sir James 
Duncan Macpherson K.C.B. (24 January 1811 – 29 May 1874) (Born Ardclach, died at 31 
Belsize Gardens, London), Louisa Macpherson (11 August 1812 - ?) (Born Ardersier), Mary 
Anne Macpherson (25 May 1814 - ?) (Born Ardersier), Aeneas McIntosh Macpherson (6 
January 1816 – 4 August 1867) (Born Calcutta, India, died at London, Staff-Surgeon-Major), 
Willoughby Gordon Macpherson (20 January 1819 – 1842) Died on board H.M.S. Thunderer, 
off Beirut, Alexander Campbell Macpherson (27 March 1821 – 6 September 1911) (Born 
Dublin, died South Yarra, Australia), Sophia Brodie Macpherson (13 January 1823 – 1853) 
and Major-General Sir Herbert Taylor Macpherson V.C., K.C.B., K.C.S.I. (27 February 1827 – 
20 October 1886) (Born Ardersier, died at Prome, Burma).

 Obituary in the Inverness Courier of 29 January 1852 of the following: ‘The Late Lieutenant-
Colonel Macpherson of Ardersier. Lieutenant-Colonel Duncan Macpherson of Ardersier, 
formerly of the 78th Highlanders, died at Cheltenham on the 2d inst.

He entered the army at a very early age, his first commission being date 1793, when he 
joined the 3d West India regiment in Barbados, and served with them till 1796, when he 
was promoted to a lieutenancy in the 35th regiment. He joined this regiment in England, 
and proceeded to Holland under the Duke of York, where he served till the return of the 
army in 1799. In the following year he went to Malta. He purchased a company in the 27th 
Highlanders in 1804, and proceeded with the 2d battalion to Sicily in 1805. He was Captain 
of the light company at Maida, where he was severely wounded, but remained at the head of 
his company till the enemy were beat off the field and pursued across the river Lamato, until 
he fell from loss of blood. He again rejoined his regiment at Massena, on their returns from 
Catarone; and early in 1807 proceeded to Egypt, where he was present in all the operations 
during that arduous campaign, and acted as field officer on the fall of Colonel Patrick 
Macleod, until the regiment retired to Sicily, in October of that year. Returned to England in 
1808; purchased a majority in 1811; and embarked at Aberdeen for Holland on 1st January 
1814. On the 13th of the same month was engaged with his regiment at Merxau, where the 
battalion, only 400 strong, charged and routed a French brigade of 3000; and again, on 2d 
February, was successfully engaged with his battalion in the same village, and was present 
during the operations before Antwerp. Shortly after, he was ordered to join the 1st battalion 
in Java, where he remained with his regiment till the evacuation of Java by the British. On 
his passage to Calcutta the vessel, on board of which he commanded a division of the 
78th, struck on a sunken reef off the desert island of Preparis, and was totally wrecked. On 
this island the soldiers and crew suffered great privations for several days. On his arrival 
in Calcutta he was seized with a dangerous fever, which debilitated his constitution. On 
his way to England in 1818, he was wrecked off Margate, and lost all his baggage; joined 
his regiment in Ireland, and was promoted to a lieutenant-colonelcy by brevet, in August 
1819; served till 1826, when, from continued impaired health from the effects of climate and 



07    www.highlandfamilyhistorysociety.org

fatigue, he retired.’

Margaret Macpherson (20 June 1783 – 22 June 1821). Entry in Ardersier OPR of ‘20 Jun 
1783. Margaret lawful daughter to Mr James Macpherson in Ardersier Factor for Calder 
and Margaret Loggie was born this and baptised the 27th.’ Married Aeneas Falconer 
(13 April 1780 - ?) on 3 May 1805. Entry in Ardersier OPR of ‘3 May 1805 – Mr Aneas 
Falconer, Blackhill, parish of Auldearn and Miss Margaret McPherson of Ardersier.’ www.
clanmacfarlanegenealogy.info has 2nd Marriage to G. L. Harvey (?-?) died Canada, though 
no marriage listed in Scotland’s People (mistake for her daughter - see below).
Children – James Falconer (3 February 1806 – 25 October 1825) Entry in Auldearn OPR 
of ‘James Son to Mr Aneas Falconer of Blackhills and his spouse Margret McPherson 
was born at Ardersier near Fort George on the third day of Feby 1806 and baptised by the 
Revd Pryce Campbell Minister of Ardersier in the same month, Witness names were James 
McPherson Esqr his grandfather Leut James McPherson 78 Regt his uncle William Falconer 
Esqr at Brightmony also his uncle Miss Anne McP Miss Falconer Blackhills and Miss Mary 
McPherson both his Aunts. N.B. The above baptism was registered in the parish record of 
Ardersier in due term – but was omitted to be done in this parish till this 10th day of Augt 
1808.’ Died Kingston, Jamaica.
 William Duncan Falconer (23 February 1808 - ?) Entry in Auldearn OPR of ‘William Duncan 
son to the above Mr Aneas Falconer and Margaret McPherson of Blackhills was born 
at Blackhills on the 23rd of Feby 1808 and baptised on the 10th day of March following 
witnesses names were William Falconer Esqr at Brightmony Captn George McPherson of the 
78 Regt of Foot both his uncles also his Grand Father James McPherson Esqr of Ardersier 
and his uncle Lieut. George McPherson of the Royal Navy Mrs Magdalena Falconer his 
Grandmother and miss McPherson his Aunt.’ Died Kingston, Jamaica.
 John Falconer (24 July 1809 - ?) Entry in Auldearn OPR of ‘John, son to Aneas Falconer 
Esqr and Margt McPherson his wife in Blackhills, was born 24th July, and Baptised 6th 
August 1809. The witnesses were Col. Hugh Rose of Kilravock & David Davidson Esqr of 
Cantray also Miss Anne Allan Nairn.’ Information in Nairn Museum (The Macphersons of 
Ardersier, 1878) died at Ardersier of fever when he had nearly completed his law studies, 
buried at Dyke (no stone extent).
George Falconer (24 October 1810 - ?) Entry in Auldearn OPR of ‘George, son to Aneas 
Falconer Esqr and his wife Margt. McPherson in Blackhills, was born 24th Octr 1810, and 
baptised 3d Novr said year. Witnesses Lieut. George McPherson R.N. and Aneas McBain 
Esqr W.S. also Miss Anne Allan, Nairn & Miss Mary McPherson, Ardersier.’ Information in 
Nairn Museum (The Macphersons of Ardersier, 1878) studied medicine and died at Ardclach 
of consumption, buried at Dyke (no stone extent).
Margaret Falconer (20 April 1812 - ?) Entry in Auldearn OPR of ‘Margaret, daughter of 
Mr Aneas Falconer of Blackhill and Margaret Macpherson his wife, was born 20th April & 
Baptised 2d May 1812. Witnesses Major & Mrs McPherson, Ardersier & Aneas McBean Esqr. 
W.S. Edinr.’ Married to George Davy Laplace Harvey (? - ?) on 3 July 1844 at East Oxford, 
Brock District, Ontario, Canada (Provincial Archives of Canada - www.rootsweb). Information 
in Nairn Museum (The Macphersons of Ardersier, 1878) had issue of George, Mary, Falconer, 
Frederick, William, & Harry all settled in Toronto, Canada. 
Magdalene Falconer (24 April 1815 - ?) Entry in Auldearn OPR of ‘Magdalene, daughter 
to Mr Aneas Falconers of Blackhills and Margaret Macpherson his wife was born 24th April 
and baptised 5th May, 1814. Witnesses Mr and Mrs Macpherson and Miss Macpherson of 
Ardersier. Information in Nairn Museum (The Macphersons of Ardersier, 1878) married John 
Charles Bennett R.N. 8 March 1841 at Brock District, Ontario, Canada and has issue, Anne, 
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John Cameron (centre) with his senior staff and office clerks, Traffic Division, Atbara, c. 1940.

Sarah, & five other children, all settled in Brantford, Canada.  
Aneas Smyth Falconer (23 March 1816 - ?). Entry in Auldearn OPR of ‘Aneas Smyth, 
son of Mr Aneas Falconer and his wife Margaret Macpherson at Black-hills, was born 23d 
and baptised 28th March 1816. Witnesses his Grandfather and Grandmother (Mr and Mrs 
Macpherson of Ardersier) Mr and Mrs Falconer at Brightmony, Miss Jane Macpherson 
and Lieutenant George Macpherson of the Royal Navy.’ Information in Nairn Museum (The 
Macphersons of Ardersier, 1878) died at Ardersier Cottage, buried at Dyke (no stone extant).

Anne Macpherson (14 August 1784 – 12 October 1869). Entry in Ardersier OPR of ‘14 
Aug 1784 – Anne lawful daughter to Mr McPherson Factor for Calder and Margaret Loggie 
was born this day and baptised 29th inst.’ Married Neil Smith (10 April 1780 – 8 October 
1819) on 28 April 1813. Entry in Ardersier OPR of ‘April 28th 1813 – There were married Neil 
Smith Esqr Surgeon of the R. Navy to Miss Anne McPherson of Ardersier.’ Died at 3 Queen 
Street, Nairn of ‘old age & debility.’ Husband buried at Cawdor Churchyard with tablestone 
with inscription of ‘To the memory of Neil Smith Esq surgeon Royal Navy who after years 
of service under the heroic Lord Nelson and other distinguished officers whose esteemed 
friendship he acquired by his abilities and conciling disposition rejoined to Forres at the 
termination of the war where on the [8th] October 1819 [3]9th year of his age he departed this 
life to enjoy blessed and immortal life in which he believed and hoped leaving a disconsolate 
widow two children [and] parents to deplore their loss. Erected by Anne Macpherson his 
afflicted and affectionate widow. Also in memory of her children Duncan James born 19th 
June 1818 died 31st July 18.., Mary Anne born 24th December 1815 died 11th November 
[18..]. (Stone heavily weathered). Anne is also buried at Cawdor Churchyard with stone 
inscribed as follows: ‘Sacred to the memory of Anne Macpherson fourth daughter of James 
Macpherson, Esqr, Ardersier and widow of Neil Smith M.D. Royal Navy, born 14th August 
1784, and died at Nairn 12th October 1869. ‘Great peace have they who love thy law and 
nothing shall offend them.’ Psalm CXIX 16. This stone is erected in fond remembrance by 
her surviving daughter Margaret Smith who died at Inverness 20th May 1895 aged 81, and 
who is also interred here.’ 

Children – Margaret Smith (8 June 1814 – 20 May 1895), Mary Anne Smith (24 December 
1815 – 11 November 1…) and Duncan James Smith (19 June 1818 – 31 July 18..).

James Macpherson (1 December 1785 – 18 June 1813). Entry in Ardersier OPR of ‘1 Dec 
1785. James lawful son to Mr James Macpherson & Margt Loggie was born this day & 
baptised the 9th inst.’ Reported in the Inverness Journal of 15 July 1814 of the following: 
‘Deaths. Died in Java, in the previous year, Captain James MacPherson, of the 78th. He seems 
to have been killed in a fight with the natives. The “Java Government Gazette” contained a 
poem of more than forty lines to his memory. After celebrating his good qualities, the writer 
says – Such was the man who fate ordained to fall, by dastard creases, tinged in ruffian gall.’
General Stewart gives the following account of Captain Macpherson’s death. “In the summer 
of 1813, several officers of the 78th. in a convalescent state were removed to the village of 
Probolingo, near Sourabaya, a spot celebrated for the salubrity of the climate. On the 18th 
of June they visited a native of the country, a man of property in the neighbourhood, & as 
they were riding home in the evening they were attacked by a body of men, a species of 
banditti, who occasionally made excursions & infest that part of the country. Col Fraser & 
Captain Macpherson, who had distinguished himself at Cornelis, were killed along with their 
landlord, who had rode with them. The other officers escaped with difficulty.” Col Fraser was 
very stout, & was unable to run, & seeing their pursuers gaining on him, Captain Macpherson 
turned back to help his friend, & thus met his own death.

To be concluded in November journal.
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BIG MAC, LITTLE Mʽ, OR NO MC AT ALL             

I wonder how many hours I’ve had to spend, in the nearly thirty years that I’ve now 
been a professional genealogist, telling people not to get worked up about the spelling 
of their surname; indeed, warning them that if they insist on one spelling only for their 
family, they may miss out on much of its history. Fortunately when I lecture on the 
subject I can use some very telling illustrations from my own family history to make the 
point. They start with my father’s failure to find his father’s birth certificate because he 
looked only for the spelling that his father had told him was correct—i.e. Mackenzie—
when in fact his father had been registered as a McKenzie. 

M’millans (a spelling I use to cover all possible versions) often insist that MacMillan must 
be correct because it’s the form used by the chief; but if you trace George MacMillan’s family 
back a few generations, you’ll find that his great-great-grandfather William Bennett was 
baptised in Campbeltown in 1781 as a McMillan: 

Go further back and you’ll find ancestors of the chiefly family with their names spelt 
McMillen and McMulen. So, when you look at the list of 138 documented versions of 
the name MacMhaolain (the Gaelic original of MacMillan) on the clan website at www.
clanmacmillan.org/pages/genealogy/spellings.html, remember it would be rare (indeed, 
I suspect it has never happened) for one family to have been recorded with a single such 
spelling throughout its existence.

What most horrified my father when I discovered that his father had been registered as 
a Mc rather than a Mac, was the idea that it might suggest our family was Irish rather than 
Scottish. While it’s true that most Irish bearers of  this sort of patronymic surname spell it 
with a Mc, that’s also the most common form found in Scottish families; often written as Mc, 
and sometimes with a line under the raised “c”. If you trace it back in old handwritten records 
you find that the raised “c” was originally an inverted apostrophe; i.e. Mʽ for M’, showing that 
Mc is in fact just an abbreviated form of Mac.  

When it comes to the name M’millan in Scotland, and especially in North America, a more 
useful pointer to an Irish connection than the use of Mac or Mc is the spelling of the rest of 
the surname. As I pointed out in the relevant section of  Clan MacMillan: A New History, of 
the 969 M’millan entries in various indexes covering the years 1729 to 1920 that have been 
put online by the Public Record Office of Northern Ireland, 839 spelt the name beginning 
McMu, and only 127 spelt it beginning McMi (with 4 as McMe and 2 as McMa). McMu 
versions consisted of 553 McMullan,  233 McMullen, 47 McMullin[g], and 6 McMullon. When 
you start digging down into some of the families represented in these indexes, you find the 
same inconsistency of spelling within individual families as you do in Scotland, and indeed 
in North America. 

Recent research that I’ve been doing into M’millans in Pennsylvania and New York state 
shows that early members of a number of families that ended up using the form McMillen 
are often recorded as McMullans, McMullens, McMullins, McMillins, as well as McMillans. 
A particularly interesting example are the descendants of Daniel M’millan, who was born 
in about 1773 in New York. The entry for him in “Find a Grave” gives 1 Nov 1772 for his 

By Graeme Mackenzie
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birth, though it’s not apparent 
where that date comes from. 
It’s unlikely to have come from 
the inscription on his grave 
in the Rockland Cemetery in 
Venango County PA which, 
as you can see in the photo 
below, is barely legible.  

While Daniel’s exact date of 
birth may be open to question, 
the basic outline of his life and 
of his family given on “Find a 
Grave” appears to be correct, 
though it lists only two of 

the seven or more children born to him and his wife Sarah Oliver. His eldest son, John, is 
one of those, and he appears alongside his father as the head of a separate household of 
McMullens in the 1840 Census for Venango. 

Ten years later the father appears with his wife  and younger children as Danl. McMillen. 
Daniel’s son John and his family appear on the following page with the surname spelt 

McMullin.

John had fought in the war of 1812 against the British, and died in 1876 in Rockland. He 
is buried there in what is called the “McMillen Cemetery”, even though the name appears 
on his gravestone as McMillin, which also appears to be the way the name is spelt on an old 
photograph of “Grandfather McMillin”.

Another family in Venango County PA in 1880, in Oil Creek, were William McMillan, a 
blacksmith, and his wife Rosenia Austin, who the census says were both born in Scotland. 
William died in 1917 and his death certificate tells us that he was born on 18 September 
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1843 to James McMillan & Agnes Ramsey. A 
search in Scotland would however fail to find 
any record of such a birth, and the reason for 
that can be found in the marriage record of 
James McMillan & Agnes Ramsay in 1841, 
which is recorded in the OPR for Kirkoswald, 
Ayrshire.  

This record of James as son of “the late 
Niel Mullen or McMillan” led then to William’s 
birth, dated 23 September 1842, as a Mullen. 
He himself was married as such in 1865 and 
had his first children in Scotland as Mullens 
before emigrating in 1870.      

While it’s known that some M’millans 
dropped the Mac/Mc when they moved to 
England, Millans/Mullens adopting Mc when 
they emigrated to America is something not 
noticed before; though in this case William may just have been resuming a name previously 
used.

This discovery was made during a search for the origins of another family of M’millans 
whose ancestor, also called William, came to PA in 1871, having been born in Scotland after 
the start of   compulsory registration. Hours of fruitless searching for the birth certificate of 
a William born on the 30/31 May 1858/59 in Stevenston, Ayrshire, to a James and Sarah 
M’millan, was rapidly followed then by the finding of a birth registered in Stevenston on 30 
May 1857 of William the son of James and Sarah Mullen. 

William and his parents, and an elder brother, appeared as Mullens in the census of 1861 
in Kilbirnie, Ayrshire, and the births of a further five children were found there in the next ten 
years; two as Mullens, and one each as a Millin, Mullon, & Millan. The birth certificate of the 
last of these gives the date & place of his parents’ marriage as 1852 in Banbridge, Co. Down, 
and the 1861 census shows that William’s parents and elder brother were born in Ireland. 
Though that contradicts what William’s US census entries say about his parents’ births 
(always given as in Scotland), such confusion is not uncommon, and can be understood, 
given the historical context.

Many M’millans emigrated to America in the 19th century from Scotland, to work on the 
railways, in coal mines and in steel-plants. The fathers or grandfathers of some of them 
may previously have immigrated to Scotland, to work in exactly the same industries, from 
Ireland. A few generations before that their ancestors may have moved from Galloway to 
Ulster as part of the Protestant plantation; and long before that, the clan’s progenitors came 
to Argyll from Ireland. So the Scots-Irish came to Ireland from Scotland; and the Scots came 
to Scotland from Ireland. Plenty of scope for confusion then.
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CHECK YOUR SOURCES CAREFULLY,
EVEN THE PRIMARY ONES
Queries raised by two members from Australia prior to joining the Society have given 
me an opportunity to once again highlight the importance of using more than one 
source in researching one’s family tree. Both had access to a primary source, but due 
to the information being incorrect in one case and incomplete in the other, there were 
problems in identifying the correct families back in the Highlands prior to emigration. 
Solutions were found in both cases and are an object lesson in discovering just how 
many sources are currently available to those researching their family history. 

Ron Smith (member no. 2483) had a ship’s passenger list, but was unable to match the 
ages of the parents shown on the document with possible census returns of what he believed 
were the family back in Scotland before they emigrated. In his first e-mail Ron said: - “I have 
recently discovered that my grandfather James McKay (then aged 4) arrived in Sydney NSW 
on the ‘Wanata’, September 3 1864 & disembarked on the 5th, arrived with his whole family. 
Their arrival papers show his father (John) had a brother Ronald living at Purfleet, Manning 
River, about 200 miles north of Sydney. I have not found out if John & family went to Purfleet 
to live (as yet). I am 76 years of age and my mother with her siblings always believed my 
grandfather’s name was Samuel McKay, but my research has shown his real name was 
James McKay, born c1860 at Lovat, which is a little west of Inverness. Various censuses 
show his father & grandfather were ‘Grieves’, though the dates & ages don’t seem correct.” 

I replied to Ron asking him to give me more details and he sent me a copy of two pages 
from the ship’s passenger list1. Page 1 had the following information: -

The second page confirmed that John was 39, now claiming to be a farm manager, born 
in Contin and his parents John & Barbara were both dead. He had an elder brother Ronald, 
who was already living in Australia. Catharine was 36, a dressmaker, born in Cromarty and 
her parents were John & Catherine Jack, both still living in Scotland. This was very useful 
information, but, as we are about to discover, not quite as accurate as Ron believed.

He said that he was having trouble locating the family prior to leaving Scotland because 
the ages of the parents didn’t match up on the family he had found on the census returns. 
The ages of adults do vary from time to time and I am sure many members have come 
across examples in their own researches. Because of this I tend to search for the younger 
children at the time of any census as their ages are usually pretty accurate. As John & 
Catharine McKay were married by 1851 and had at least 2 children, that census was my first 
target, particularly as our Society has indexed a significant number of the Highland parishes. 
Daughter Catherine should be 3/4 and son William 1/2 and the fact that Barbara was born 

 By John Durham
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c1852 in Lovat led me to try the indexes to the 1851 census for Kiltarlity, Kilmorack and 
Kirkhill. Sure enough there was the family in Kirkhill in 18512 - John, aged 33, born Contin; 
Catherine, age 29, born Cromarty, as were daughter Catherine, aged 4 and son William, 
aged 2. With the exception of the ages of the parents all the information tallied with that 
found on the passenger list. There was also a John, aged 6, born in Cromarty. He must have 
died and another child given the same name, who was the 8 year old on the passenger list 
in 1864.

John being aged 33 in the 1851 census would mean that in 1864 when the family arrived 
in Australia he should have been 46 and not 39 as noted on the passenger list. No wonder 
Ron was having trouble finding the correct John McKay in Inverness-shire. Armed with the 
knowledge that John’s parents were John & Barbara, and that he was born in Contin, and 
had a brother Ronald, I tried the IGI3 and found them both in Contin with parent’s John 
McKay & Barbara MacDonald. Ronald was born 3 November 1812 and John 3 July 1815. 
This of course made the error in John’s age much worse as he was in fact 49 when he 
arrived in Australia. I also found Catharine, born 12 February 1822 in Cromarty to John 
Jack & Catharine Bain. So she was 42 on arrival in Australia, not 36. The reason for these 
discrepancies may have been as a result of John believing that he was less likely to get 
employment if he and his wife were aged 40 or over. However, the important thing was that I 
had now confirmed that the family that Ron had identified, in spite of the error in the ages of 
the parents, was the correct one after all.  

The second problem was sent in by Kellie Wong (member no. 2491). She had been told 
by her grandmother that she believed that their Fraser branch of the family may have had a 
‘family castle’, which had been either appropriated by the Crown or donated to the National 
Trust. Kellie’s primary source was a marriage certificate4 for her 2xgreat grandparents Henry 
Lawton & Isabella Fraser dated 1890 in Liverpool. Those of you who have obtained English 
marriage certificates will know that one of the problems with them is that only the father of 
the bride and groom is on the certificate – mothers are not recorded. With Isabella’s father 
being called Donald, a very common name in Scotland, Kellie had a big problem, particularly 
researching Scottish census returns remotely. It is fine for England as you can view an image 
of the relevant page. However, for Scotland you only have access to a transcribed entry for 
the household, which quite often is not accurate [unless you use Scotlands People, which 
is very expensive]. 

More information obtained from her grandmother was that Isabella was born 1867 in 
Inverness, her father was Donald Fraser (confirmed by the marriage certificate) and her 
mother was Margaret (incorrect as we will discover). Isabella had a sister Margaret, who was 
very close in age and also moved to Liverpool and married there. Using these facts Kellie 
looked for such a family and found one in 18515 and followed them through to 1891, at 
which point father Donald was a widower and Isabella and Margaret were in the house with 
him. One item of information on Isabella’s marriage certificate worried Kellie. This was that 
Donald was a mariner and the Donald she had found was a farmer. It was at this point that 
she contacted the Society and asked if we could help.

Once I had obtained all this information I noted that Isabella was already married by 1891 
so, if she was visiting her father in Scotland, her surname would be Lawton and not Fraser. A 
quick check of the 1891 census for England & Wales found Isabella living with her husband 
Henry Lawton at 84 Park Road, Toxteth Park in Liverpool6. The second problem I had was 
the fact that I could not find an Isabella Fraser born c1867 in Inverness with parents Donald 
& Margaret.

To me the fact that Donald was described as a mariner was significant. I decided to search 
the 1871 census for Scotland looking for an Isabella Fraser, born c1867 with father Donald, 
a mariner, living in Inverness. It was not long before I found the family residing at 14 Nelson 
Street, Inverness5, but the mother’s name was Grace, not Margaret. There was a sister 
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Margareta, 2 years younger than Isabella. On looking at the actual census on microfilm7 
I noticed that the girl transcribed as being Margareta was actually entered on the census 
return as Margaret A. This was yet another example of the need to look at the primary source 
in order to check that your secondary one is correct, which, in this case, it was not.

Next was to get the dates of birth of the children of Donald and Grace. The OPRs record 
baptisms and marriage up to 1855 and the Mormons have filmed the original books and 
indexed them in the IGI. However the Mormons started to film the birth and marriage 
certificates from 1856 in Scotland through to about 1872, when they were told to stop by 
officials at New Register House in Edinburgh. The index to these latter films is also included 
in the IGI and it was not long before I had the dates of birth of all the children on the census. 
More importantly I also found the date of the marriage of Donald Fraser & Grace Gilmour. 
Next was to get a transcription of that marriage and I luckily caught Margaret Mackay just 
before she went off for a short holiday. The next day she sent me a transcription of the 
marriage certificate8. Being a Scottish one it had the names of both sets of parents. In 
Donald’s case they were John Fraser, wood merchant & Isabella Gillanders, both deceased.

A quick check of the burials index on the Society website9 told me that there was a 
gravestone in Chapel Yard, Inverness to John and Isabella. It is inscribed thus: -

{Slab, eroding} ® Jn FRASER & I. GILLANDERS : 1835. Erected to memory of John 
FRASER, wood merchant, Inverness, who died their on the 9th October 1858, aged 68 
years; and his spouse Isabella GILLANDERS, who died in January 1849, aged 52 years.

So John being a wood merchant may be where the story of the family having a home of 
some significance came from. You can see from the earlier date he must have purchased 
the lair in 1835 although the main part in the inscription was not carved until John himself 
died some 9 years after his wife. A look at the index and then the 1851 census for Inverness 
Burgh7 led me to find John Fraser living at 14 Nelson Street with a second wife Barbara and 
his son Donald. Remember 20 years later in 1871 we found Donald and his family living in the 
same house, yet more confirmation that we are dealing with the correct family.

So far so good, but I was unable to find either Donald or Grace in the index to the 1881 
census. To investigate further I needed to have a look at the Valuation Roll for Inverness 
Burgh. For those members who have not made use of this very useful resource a Valuation 
Roll is published each year listing every property in the area as at the 16th of May. It lists the 
property type, address, proprietor and tenants (if any). The first one available was for 187610 
and I looked for the family at 14 Nelson Street, where they were in 1871 but could not find 
them. However I spotted a Widow Grace Fraser owning two adjacent properties in the same 
street at numbers 23 and 25. Interestingly the tenant of number 23 was a Widow Gilmour, 
obviously Grace’s mother. Grace herself was living next door at number 25. So we now knew 
that Donald had died some time between April 1871 and May 1876.

There were no significant changes to the inhabitants of these two properties in the Valuation 
Rolls for 1877, 1878 and 1879. In 1880 we now find that the proprietor is described as being 
the Reps of the Heirs of Donald Fraser, per Mrs Gilmour. So Grace must have died between 
May 1879 and May 1880. See how useful the information found in these Valuation Rolls has 
been in moving the family forward. We now know that neither parent was alive in 1881, which 
explains the failure to find them in the index to the 1881 census. What I did find in that index 
was that Margaret, now aged 13, was living with her grandmother at 23 Nelson Street and 
Isabella, claiming to be 17, when she was in fact 15, was a domestic servant living at 24 Hill 
Terrace, also in Inverness. 

Isabella and Margaret, who according to Kellie’s grandmother were inseparable and 
sometimes taken to be twins, have now lost both parents. It is not so surprising to then 
find both of them moving away from the area and ending up in Liverpool, where this quest 
started. Kellie is still left with the unproven story that the family owned property of some 
significance and I would suggest that she should look to see if John Fraser, wood merchant, 
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who died 9th October 1858 left a will. If he did so there is a good chance that any properties 
he owned will be referred to.

The solutions to the two problems sent in by Ron & Kellie came about as a result of 
being able to access several sources. We now have excellent facilities here in Inverness at 
the Highland Archive and Registration Centre, where our Society has a strong presence in 
the Family History Centre there. Access to the census returns for the Highlands from 1841 
to 1901 as well as the Valuation Rolls for the Inverness area contributed significantly in 
resolving both these requests for help. I would strongly encourage any member, who has not 
yet visited the building, to do so to see just what useful information is available stored in one 
location to assist with their family history researches. 

Sources.
1 New South Wales, Australia, Assisted Emigrant Passenger Lists 1828-1896
2 1851 Census Index, Parish of Kirkhill, Inverness-shire
3 International Genealogical Index on website www.familysearch.org
4 Marriage Certificate (English)
5 Transcription of Scottish Census Return on website www.ancestry.co.uk
6 Scanned image of English Census Return on website www.findmypast.com
7 Census Return for Inverness-shire on Microfilm
8 Scottish Marriage Certificate – New Register House, Edinburgh
9 Highland FHS website www.highlandfamilyhistorysociety.org
10 Valuation Rolls for Inverness Burgh 1876-1883

AN EARLY INVERNESS POOR FUND

Recently whilst searching the Inverness Town Council Minutes on another matter I 
found the following references to a poor fund which existed in the Burgh which 
predated the 1845 Poor Law Act.

The Fund was named Anderson’s Fund or Anderson’s Mortification after a Jonathan 
Anderson Esq., a Merchant in Glasgow who in his will of 29 August 1804 bequeathed the feu-
duties of the lands of Fountain Wells, near Glasgow amounting to £118.12.6 to be distributed 
to ‘decayed Guildry members and poor householders’ but due to litigation there was delays 
in the funds being secured but by November 1833 the value of the fund was £3845.6.7. 
His death was recorded in The Scots Magazine of 1 December 1806 as follows: ‘Nov.11. 
At Rochsoles, near Airdrie, Jonathan Anderson, Esq. formerly merchant in Glasgow.’ His 
Testament admitted in Hamilton & Campsie Commissary Court on 25 June 1807, noted 
him as Merchant of Glasgow, residing at Sweethope (given as Sweetup in Glasgow Trade 
Directory of 1790-91), he is listed in the First Directory of Glasgow of 1787 as ‘Anderson, 
Jonathan, merchant, 3d storey, Tod’s land, west side High Street’. He also bequeathed 
money to family at Avoch and Cromarty, to which I will return to at a later date.

Also mentioned is the Minutes are the Klien Fund but no names are stated, named after 
Frederick Klien, a German, who died in Chiswick in 1823 but had lived in Inverness-shire and 
had left in his will £1000 for the poor of Inverness. 

Summaries from the Town Minutes are as follows:
2 June 1834 – Anderson Fund noted the deaths of the following persons who had received 
funds in the 1st Council Ward – Widow Gibb, John Macpherson and William Porterfield, 
with one recipient Widow MacColl having received a legacy ‘which makes it unnecessary to 
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continue her upon the Fund’. Whilst an Elspet Munro was noted as having left the Burgh and 
an Ann Munro was now a ‘Common Beggar’ and ‘not falling under the description of persons 
intended to be benefited’. The Minutes note that those in receipt of funds were granted 20/- 
per half-year from the Fund. The following persons were now to be placed on the Fund – 

1 – Elspet MacLean, King Street; 2 – Alexander Petrie, Shoemaker, Castle Street; 3 – Lewis 
Cuthbert late Tinsmith, 82 Castle Street; 4 – Catherine Mackenzie, 6 Huntly Street; 5 – Mary 
Fraser, Huntly Street; 6 – Widow Susanna Beaton, 74 Castle Street; 7 – Murdo Mackenzie, 
late Driver, King Street; 8 – Mrs Fraser daughter of the late Widow Gibb, Castle Street.

Noted that 1, 2, 4 & 5 to receive 20/- each whilst the rest only 10/- each. Same Minutes 
noted that a Mrs MacGillivray 2nd Council Ward had a life rent of some heritable property 
so was to be discontinued and to be replaced on the Fund by John Fraser, Weaver 45 Petty 
Street and to receive 20/- per half-year.

In the 3rd Council Ward it was noted that there were no vacancies due to deaths but 
the Council deemed it ‘necessary’ that funds given to Donald Fraser, late Seedsman be 
withdrawn and the following to have their allowance reduced to 10/- due to large numbers 
of applicants to the Fund – 
9 – Widow John Rose, 21 Baron Taylors Lane; 10 – Jean Baillie widow of John Bailie, Burgh 
Officer; 11 – Christian Fraser, widow of John Fraser 16 Rose Street; 12 – Isobel Mackintosh 
widow of Alexander Mackintosh, 27 Baron Taylors Lane; 13 – Widow John Mackenzie, Baron 
Taylors Lane.
With the following persons to be added at 10/- per half-year – 
14 – Donald Chisholm, 20 Kessock Street; 15 – James Fraser, 5 Gilbert Street; 16 – Neil & 
Margaret MacLeod, 6 Shore Street; 17 – Janet Ross, Merkinch; 18 – Catherine MacLean, 35 
Rose Street; 19 – Widow Mackenzie, 13 Gilbert Street; 20 – Janet Mackenzie, 3 Rose Street; 
21 – Widow Young, 8 Shore Street; 22 – Donald Fraser, 3 Shore Street.
21 December 1835 – The following to fill vacancies in the Fund at £2 per annum – 
1 – Laurie Cuthbert to be given £2 in place of £1 currently; 2 – May MacLeod, Chapel Street; 
3 – Medie Mackenzie, 20 Baron Taylors Lane; 4 – Elspet Fraser, Tomnahurich Street; 5 – Ann 
Evans, 89 Church Street; 6 – Mary Fraser (deranged), Fairfield Lane.
19 June 1839 - £3 to be paid to Widow Ann Fraser or MacDougall, Inverness for her and her 
6 children, proposed by the Provost and seconded by Dr Forbes, an objection was made by 
Baillie Cumming as there was already a Public Subscription Fund for her. 2 other vacancies 
noted but no details.
15 June 1840 – Money that should have been paid to Robert Glass, Castle Tolmie to be paid 
to his widow with sub-committee to be formed to look at applications to the Fund, to consist 
of Baillies Mackintosh and Anderson and Mr Forsyth.
18 July 1840 – Committee noted four vacancies and that Pensioner Charlotte Fraser had 
not called for money at Martinmas 1838 and subsequent enquiry was that she had left the 
Burgh. Vacancies to be filled by the following persons, each to be paid £2 per annum – 
1 – Christian Mackinnon, Lap Lane Merkinch in room for her mother Widow Mackinnon.
2 – Margaret Fletcher or Glass, Castle Tolmie in place of her late husband Robert Glass.
3 – Rebecca Mackenzie, Merkinch. Noted to be struck off as Kliens Pensioner.
4 – May Macphail, Church Street if Charlotte Fraser does not appear within a fortnight to 
claim fund.
5 – Recommend that Widow Alves, School Wynd above the Fish market to get £1 from 
money not claimed by Charlotte Fraser.
They also noted that one applicant to the Fund was Marjory Fraser, Aboyne Court, Castle 
Street widow of Alexander Fraser late King’s Baker former Burgess and Guild Brother of 
Inverness and Committee agreed for her to be a Guildry Pensioner with support coming from 
the Trade Guilds.
29 January 1842 – Committee on Charities noted that Alexander Sharpe Pensioner on 



17    www.highlandfamilyhistorysociety.org

Anderson’s Fund died prior to Martinmas last and his widow to receive allowance instead.
14 December 1846 – Vacancies in Anderson’s Mortification to be filled up as follows at £2 
per annum – 
1 – William Mackintosh or Barron, Huntly Street; 2 – Widow Margaret Young, Merkinch; 3 – 
Widow Isabella Fraser, Petty Street; 4 – Roderick Chisholm, Bank Street (to receive only £1 
per annum).
Sources
Inverness Courier 20 November 1833
Inverness Town Council Minutes 1835-1846

‘THE WOMAN WHO NEVER WAS’
AND OTHER ANOMALIES
This is a cautionary tale to point out to those researching their family history that not all 
public records are as accurate as you may have assumed. The more research I do the 
more I discover that not everything that is written down is necessarily what it seems. 
I had already been made aware of that fact in the past, but a recent acquisition by the 
Society uncovered an unusual example of the sort of problems that family historians 
face in their researches. This is a CD-Rom containing the index to the 1901 census 
returns for Scotland. The index has been prepared by the Registrar General, but it has 
been enhanced by a program written to allow the user to specify search parameters 
that are not available with the basic index.

Having previously looked through the films containing the 1901 returns for all the parishes 
in Caithness, I realized that this index would be a useful way of checking that I had not 
missed anyone. For each of the surnames that I am researching, I checked everyone on 
the alphabetical index that this program prints out against my database. It was while I was 
working on my Nicolson families that I found a Williamina in the index, aged 82, born in the 
Parish of Olrig. The rest of the information printed showed that her entry was on page 32 of 
enumeration district 6 in the census return for Olrig. I could not find her in my database, but 
I had recorded the following census data in respect of a William Nicolson, who died in 1904 
in Olrig and whom I had failed to locate while perusing the 1901 census returns: -

1841 - Olrig [ED 1, Page 17] - Castletown
          xxxx - xxx - 20 - Stone Cutter
1851 - Olrig [ED 6, Page 8] - Castletown
          Head - Mar - 31 - Stone Sawyer
1861 - Olrig [ED 7, Page 12] - Castletown
          Head - Mar - 41 - Stone Cutter
1871 - Olrig [ED 6, Page 37] - Castletown
          Head - Mar - 51 - Stone Cutter
1881 - Olrig [ED 6, Page 40] - Castletown
          Head - Mar - 60 - Stone Cutter
1891 - Olrig [ED 6, Page 17] - Castletown
          Head - Wdr - 71 - Labourer at Stone Works

 By John Durham
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Being of a suspicious nature I wondered if the Williamina, aged 82, was in fact my elusive 
William, who would have been 81 in 1901. The enumeration district being the same as in the 
three previous census returns that he appeared in was a good start. The only way to resolve 
such a conundrum was to look at the original film. I found the following entry at the foot of 
the page in question: -
1901 - Olrig [ED 6, Page 32] - Castletown
 Head - Wdr/Wid (not clear as obscured by mark) - 82 - Annuitant

On looking closely at it, I realized that the ‘ina’ of Williamina had been written in a slightly 
different ink. There was so little space between the ‘m’ of William and the ‘N’ of Nicolson 
that the ‘a’ of ‘ina’ was written over part of the ‘N’. It looks as if the enumerator had originally 
written William Nicolson and then amended the entry, but why? A closer examination of the 
whole page has led me to suspect how this anomaly may have arisen. Those of you familiar 
with reading census returns will have noticed the black marks on each page that quite often 
obscure some of the ages. The reason for this is that, at the bottom of each page, the 
enumerator had to enter the number of males and females in the relevant box and he used 
a blue wax pencil to tick off each entry to arrive at the total for each column. On the page 
in question he had written in 4 males and 16 females and when he entered the latter figure I 
suspect that he noticed that the age of 82 entered in the column for females was set against 
a man named William Nicolson. Realising that something was amiss, he had two choices. He 
could either move the age of 82 to the column for males (which he should have done) or, as 
he actually did, change the sex by adding ‘ina’ to William. Before taking this action, he could 
have gone back to the house in question and checked, but I believe he took a chance on it 
and in doing so he created this Williamina Nicolson, the ‘woman who never was’. 

There was yet another error in the same index - a Davidina D B Nicolson is listed as being 
74 years old, when in fact she was only 14. On looking at the relevant page I could see that 
a horizontal ‘blue pencil mark’ at the top of the age had made the 1 of 14 look like a 7. I 
would have thought that the fact that she was described as ‘scholar’ should have helped 
the indexer in deciding if the age was 14 or 74, but then this index was not created by our 
Society!

There were a couple of persons born in Caithness, my grandfather included, that I had not 
located previously. This index came up trumps when I found the entry for my grandfather, a 
student at the time, living in ‘digs’ in Edinburgh. The other ‘missing’ person was a Duncan 
Durran, whose whereabouts in the 1901 census had eluded me for a number of years, but 
he did not appear in this particular index. I already knew a lot about him. He was born 
28th March 1883 in Bower, Caithness and died 8th December 1930 in Johannesburg and a 
member of our Society who lived in South Africa obtained a copy of his will for me. Following 
his birth Duncan next appears in public records in the 1891 census in Bower, aged 8 and 
described as a scholar. I knew that he was the club champion of Wick Golf Club in 1910/1911 
and, as he didn’t emigrate to South Africa until after that date, he must be somewhere else in 
the United Kingdom in 1901, possibly England.

It was only when our local Mormon Family History Center obtained full access to the 
census returns from 1861 to 1901 inclusive for England & Wales that I finally caught up with 
Duncan. On one of my weekly visits I obtained copies of all the census pages that featured 
a Durran born in Scotland and then went through my database trying to match each entry. 
The only one I couldn’t identify straight away was a David Durran, boarder (i.e. lodger), aged 
18, and described as a Boy Copyist in the G.P.O. On taking a closer look at his occupation I 
realized that the annotation after the G.P.O. was (Civil Service). I knew from the obituary of his 
half-sister, Marjory Durran, that Duncan had come top in the Civil Services Examination. All 
the evidence pointed to this being him with an incorrect forename, but why? The next entry 
on the census page was for another boarder, a David Miller, a common name in Caithness 
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where Duncan also came from. It seemed reasonable to assume that they moved to London 
from Caithness together. I surmise that the landlady, knowing that their forenames started 
with a ‘D’, got confused and told the enumerator that they were both called David, rather 
than one being David and the other Duncan.

Quite a selection of anomalies discovered over a period of a few weeks – a woman called 
Williamina, who was actually a man called William; a schoolgirl, supposedly aged 74, who 
was in fact 14, and a Duncan who was recorded as David. Is researching one’s family history 
worth all this hassle? Of course it is. If all research was easy I would miss the fun of having to 
solve such problems, which is why I enjoy this fascinating hobby of mine so much.

A GOOD MARRIAGE?
While I was looking through the OPR for Nairn for the name Tulloch, I noticed this 
marriage entry: 

October 8th 1737. Reported a testimonial from Croy that John TULLOCH, taylor in Nairn 
and Margaret ROSE, udal daughter to the Laird of Kilravock, were matrimonially contracted 
together.

Intrigued by the information that Margaret was the udal daughter to the Laird of Kilravock, 
I decided to trawl through the list of baptisms of children to this couple, to see if the names 
of witnesses would be of interest. The following entries in the register seem to indicate that 
John Tulloch, tailor, had made a very fortuitous marriage. The list of the witnesses appears 
to have included the “crème de la crème” of Nairn society.
5 Oct 1738. Baptised a child to John TULLOCH, tailor in the Town, called Hugh. Witnesses: 
Hugh ROSE of Clava & Hugh ORE, Baillie of Nairn.
2 Aug 1740. Baptised a child to John TULLOCH in Nairn called Margaret. Witnesses: John 
ROSE of Newtown, B[aillie?] Pat CLARK, Baillie SUTHERLAND, Mrs ORE, Miss Peggy 
ROSE, Margaret ABERDEEN, spouse to Magnus MILNE. The child was born the 30th ultimo.
26 Aug 1743. Baptised to John TULLOCH, tailor in Town, a child called Alexander. Witnesses: 
Alexr TULLOCH in Dalnaheiglish, Alexr MORISON, Mrs SUTHERLAND and Mrs ORE.
9 Sep 1745. John TULLOCH in Nairn had his child baptised named John. Witnesses: John 
ROSE of Newton, John ROSE of Blackhills, Isobel BAXTER, Isobel STUART.
7 Jun 1747. John TULLOCH, taylor in Nairn had his child baptised named Jean. Witnesses: 
Jean ROSE, Lady Kilravock, Jean ROSE, daughter to Kilravock, Jean ROSE, spouse to Mr 
FORBES, surgeon in Nairn, Mr Robert FORBES, James MANDERSON, James TAYLOR, 
David TULLOCH.
29 Aug 1750. Baptised to John TULLOCH, taylor in Town, a child named Alexanderina. 
Witnesses: John McPHAIL, John McPHERSON, James TAYLOR, Miss Alexandrina ROSE, 
Isabel STEWART. The child was born the 26th.
30 Nov 1752. Baptised a child to Mr John TULLOCH, taylor in Town, called Clephane, born 
said day. Witnesses: Major James CLEPHANE, Baillie James ROSE, Lady GEDDES, Mrs 
ROSE.
8 Jun 1755. Baptised a child to Mr John TULLOCH, taylor in Town, called Hugh, born said 
day. Witnesses: Hugh ROSE of Geddes, Baillie Hugh FALCONER, Hugh ROSE of Clava, Mrs 
ROSE, Miss Annie STEWART.

Perhaps one of members could explain the difference between Udal Law and Feudal Law 
to us lesser mortals. I have the impression that, as she is udal daughter to the Laird of 
Kilravock, Margaret Rose would have a claim to a portion of his estate. Am I right?
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RENEWING YOUR MEMBERSHIP
The new financial year for the Society commences on the 1st September 2018 and this 

is my annual reminder to members that their membership subscriptions are now due. 
The action you need to take, if any, depends on the method you use to pay your annual 
subscription. Each member will fall into one of the three categories 1, 2 or 3 below.

NB. For UK members, there are now only two rates – that of Ordinary Membership 
at £12 and Institutional Membership at £18. Overseas members have the option of 
receiving the quarterly journals in the form of a PDF at £12 per annum. If they wish to 
continue receiving the journals by airmail the cost will be £15 per annum.

1. If you pay your subscription by Banker’s Order, make sure your bank sends the 
appropriate amount to the Clydesdale Bank plc [Bank Sort Code: 82-65-18 and Account 
Number: 20290121]. If you have been paying the Senior rate of £8 or Family rate of £16 
previously, please change the amount to £12. 

2. If you have paid your subscription in advance, a slip is enclosed acknowledging 
that fact.

3. If you fall into neither of the above categories, a pink reminder slip will have 
been enclosed with this journal. If you have received the reminder, please pay your 
subscription as soon as possible and preferably by the 15th October 2018.

If you prefer to pay using an on-line bank facility, the Society’s bank details can be found 
in 1 above. Remember to include your membership number. 

The Society has a ‘stand’ on GENfair, the Online Family History Fair and Genealogy 
Bookstore. This has been very successful from our point of view as many members joined 
the Society for the first time using this method and it is a very easy way of renewing your 
membership. In addition several members and non-members have purchased publications 
using this very secure system of payment.

If you have a credit or debit card, and have access to the Internet, you can use this 
facility to renew your membership. This will be of particular benefit to overseas members 
who do not have a sterling bank account. At present they incur additional charges either in 
obtaining a sterling cheque or a bank draft. Using GENfair also saves postage and you will 
receive on-line conformation that your subscription has been paid. To use this service: -

1. Go to <www.highlandfamilyhistorysociety.org>
2. On Home page, click on Membership
3. On Membership page, click on GENFair
4. Click on either Membership of Highland FHS - UK only or Membership of Highland 
FHS – Europe & Overseas 
5. Select the appropriate category (Individual or Institutional) and follow the instructions.

If you still prefer to pay your subscription by cheque (Sterling cheques only), the 
enclosed reminder slip should accompany your payment. This will ensure that it is 
credited to your membership number.
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query
 
Query 364/1. GRANT of Corriemony. Using family record in Nova Scotia, I have been able 
to determine that the earliest of my ancestors to come to North America in 1775 was a 
man named Alpin Grant. There is an entry in the OPR for Urquhart and Glenmoriston which 
indicates that he was born on 15 March 1740, and that his father’s name was John Grant, 
Meiklie.  This suggests that he lived on the north side of Loch Meiklie in Glen Urquhart, and 
was therefore likely a tenant of Grant of Corrimony.

It would be interesting to know more about him and his family but so far, I have been 
unable to find the records of Corrimony, or even if they still exist.   There are a large number 
of references to ‘Urquhart’ in the Index to the Seafield Muniments at the National Records 
of Scotland. However, the lands of Urquhart were held both by Grant of Grant (mostly at the 
eastern end of the glen near Loch Ness) and Grant of Corrimony (in the middle and at the 
western end) and it is impossible to tell which of the documents in the index refer to which 
of the original land holders – and indeed if any of them refer to Corrimony.

It would be interesting to know if anyone in the HFHS has ever sat down and looked at all 
the documents in the Seafield Muniments at the NRS under the heading ‘Urquhart’, and if 
so whether they can identify for me which, if any of them, refer to lands held by the Grants 
of Corrimony.  Any help in this regard would greatly be appreciated. Alastair Grant - Member 
No. 1992. e-mail: aggrant@rogers.com.
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Publications for sale
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