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The Chairman’s Column
Connection and engagement.
Apart from this Society, I like many of you am involved in a number of different organisations,
and invariably at any of their meetings the question of how we maintain and grow our
membership is often a vexed topic. For a number of years our own membership numbers
showed a steady increase, much to our delight (and especially our Treasurer!), but it is
inescapable that membership numbers are dropping. There will be a number of reasons for
this of course, and one obvious reason may be that in this age of computers, with so much
data and information much more readily available online, we no longer require to spend hours
searching through dusty volumes in Register House. In this instant age, time is a precious
resource.
It is also inescapable that we are all getting older, and this begs the question of how we
engage the younger generation, as we should if our organisation is to survive. The Journal
is our main point of contact between the Society and you, our members, and I hope that it
continues to serve your interests. John and his team always do a marvellous job of bringing
interesting articles together, in what I consider a very attractive format. And we are always
looking for a continuous stream of articles to fill the Journal every quarter.
Whilst a good number of our members live in close proximity to Inverness, many of you
live some distance from Scotland, and the Journal is our link with you. I would invite you to
consider sending an article to us for publication here, and we would be pleased to hear from
you about your own researches. Are there any tips you could pass on, or websites to avoid
for example? What about a Letters to the Editor page?
We have our AGM next month, and as usual will be seeking fresh blood to join the committee,
so if you feel able to join us, we would be pleased to hear from you!
ARTICLES FOR JOURNAL
Editor here. Many thanks for the fine response to my plea for articles of no more than 4 pages
to complement the longer articles. I have received several as you will see as you carry on
reading this journal.
UPDATE ON PUBLICATIONS
Our latest publication is now available for sale. It is entitled Free Church Miscellanea and
includes a number of baptisms for Kingussie, Moy, Stratherrick, Cromdale & Advie Free
Churches and a List of Adherents for Dores & Bona Free Church. The author Stuart Farrell
has also been completed two other publications which the Scottish Genealogy Society have
had printed. He has kindly given the Society a copy of each of them. The titles are Assynt
Poor Register 1865-1916 and Humble & Fala Free Church Baptisms 1844-1902; Marriages
1845-1866 and Roll of Communicants 1844-1881
ADVANCE NOTICE
Your treasurer will be 80-years old this year and, although perfectly fit and healthy, he feels
that it is about time he handed over the task of dealing with the Society’s finances to someone
else. This situation will be discussed at the AGM on the 28th March and it is hoped that
someone will have volunteered to take over as treasurer in time for the start of the next
financial year on 1st September 2018.
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SYRE WAR MEMORIAL

By Stuart Farrell

The Syre War Memorial is situated outside Syre Church, Strathnaver, Sutherland and
is inscribed as follows:
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In loving memory of The N. C. Officers and men of
this district who answered the call from here and
overseas and gave their lives in defence of King and
Country, 1914-1919
Killed in Action
Sergt. John MacDonald, 604
1/5 Seaforth Hrs., 13th Nov. 1916.
Sergt. George O’Brien, 71298
27th Battn. Canadian Infantry 15th Sept. 1916.
Cpl. Andrew Stewart, 241480
1/5 Seaforth Hrs., 21st March 1918.
Piper Donald M. Mackay, 599
1/5 Seaforth Hrs., 13th Nov. 1916.
Pte. John Sutherland, 267264
1/6 Seaforth Hrs., 23rd Nov. 1917.
Pte. John R. Sutherland, 36189
8th Scottish Rifles, 10th Oct. 1918.
Also his brother
Pte. Alexander Sutherland, 241454
8th Bn, Seaforth Hrs., 9th June 1918.
Pte. Samuel MacHardy, 4882.
1/5 Seaforth Hrs., 22nd April 1917.
Also the following
Seaman Donald Mackay, P.1738.C. R.N.R.
lost on board H.M.S. “Viknor,” sunk Jan. 1915.
L.Cpl. Roderick Mackay, 8866 7th Bn. Seaforth Hrs.,
Died of Wounds, 20th Oct. 1915.
L.Cpl. Angus Gunn, 153399.
43rd Canadian Hrs., Canadian Infantry
Died of Wounds, 19th Feb. 1917.
Also his Brother
Pte. John Gunn, 5109.
2/2 Lovat Scouts, died 22nd Oct. 1916
Also
To the memory of those who gave their lives
For King and Country 1939-1945
Chief Engineer Neil Munro,
Merchant Navy Missing at Sea
Sergt. Air Gunner Roderick MacLeod,
Missing over Germany.
Cpl. Alexander R. MacLeod, Lovat Scouts
Died 23rd Dec. 1945.
Pte Robert John MacDonald, Home Guard
Accidentally Killed 23rd Oct. 1943.
“We are more than conquerors through him who
loved us.”

The Roll of the Fallen 1914-1918
Lance-Corporal Angus Gunn
Born 2 March 1875 at Talmine, Tongue
son of Angus Gunn, Joiner and Johan
Gunn who had married 25 November 1870
at Talmine, Tongue. Commonwealth War
Graves Commission notes him as being
Lance Corporal 153399 43rd Battalion
Canadian Infantry, aged 42, died 19
February 1917, buried Melness Cemetery,
Tongue. Husband of Jeannie Gunn of 20
Strathnaver, Kinbrace. His Attestation Paper
in the Canadian National Archives (Ref:
RG150/Accession 1992-93/166/Box 388416, Item 431570) indicates that he listed
his mother Mrs Johan Gunn, Strathnaver
as his next of kin. He enlisted 30 June 1915
at Winnipeg and gave his occupation as
Painter. At time of enlistment was a member
of the 79th Cameron Highlanders Militia.
Summary of service – Taken on strength 5
September 1915 upon arrival in UK, married
30 December 1915 to Jane Gunn, 6 January
1916 forfeited 3 days’ pay due to absence, 8
February 1916 appointed to Lance-Corporal,
sailed to France 20 February 1916, 4 June
1916 admitted No.3 Canadian General
Hospital Boulogne with gunshot wound to
left knee, 10 June 1916 admitted County
of London Hospital, Epsom, 9 November
1916 seriously ill with hepatitis at Horton
Hospital, Epsom, 18 February 1917 noted
as dangerously ill to gunshot wounds to left
thigh, 19 February 1917 died of wounds.
Last address of Mrs Jennie Gunn (wife) of
20 Strathnaver, where medals were sent. His
wife received pension gratuity of $180 and
had received $20 separation allowance.
Private John Gunn
Born 26 August 1893 at Talmine, Tongue
son of Angus Gunn, Master Joiner and
Johan Gunn who had married 25 November
1870 at Talmine, Tongue. Commonwealth
War Graves Commission notes him as
being Private 5109 2nd/2nd Battalion
Lovat Scouts, aged 22, died 21 October
1916. Buried Melness Cemetery, Tongue.
Of 18 Strathnaver, Kinbrace. Medal Roll in

National Archives notes him being awarded
no medals as did not serve abroad. Death
Certificate gives occupation as Labourer
/ 2nd Lovat Scouts son of Angus Gunn
(deceased) and Johan Gunn, cause of death
Pulmonary Tuberculosis Astherna, died
at home, informant was his neighbour A.
Mackay of 16 Syre, Strathnaver.
Sergeant John MacDonald
Born 13 August 1887 at Achuneshiel, Parish
of Farr son of George MacDonald, Fisherman
and Elizabeth Gunn who had married 13
March 1887 at Thurso. Commonwealth War
Graves Commission notes him as being
Serjeant 604 4th/5th Battalion Seaforth
Highlanders, aged 29, died 13 November
1916. Buried at Mailly Wood Cemetery,
Mailly-Maillet, Somme, France, section I, row
H, grave 18. Son of Elizabeth MacDonald, of
Airdneskich, Bettyhill, Thurso. Medal Roll in
National Archives notes him being awarded
1914-15 Star, British War and Victory
Medals with date of entry into a theatre of
war of 1 May 1915. Noted as killed in action
and as being of the 5th Battalion Seaforth
Highlanders. Recorded in the Clan Donald
Roll of Honour Book (1931, p.144) as born
Farr, Sutherland enlisted Bettyhill, served in
France and Flanders. Also commemorated
on the Bettyhill War Memorial.
Private Samuel MacHardy
Born 29 June 1879 at Fastly, Parish of Farr
son of Alexander McHardy, Ground Officer
and Catherine Mitchell who had married
24 December 1871 at Tullynease, Co.
Cork, Ireland. Commonwealth War Graves
Commission notes him as being Private
241413 5th Battalion Seaforth Highlanders,
aged 38, died 22 April 1917. Buried at
Level Crossing Cemetery, Fampoux,
Pas de Calais, France, section I, row B,
grave 40. Son of Alexander and Catherine
Mitchell McHardy. Husband of Margaret
Jane Meiklejohn McHardy or Harrow, Mey,
Thurso. Born at Farr, Inverness. Medal Roll in
National Archives notes him being awarded
British War and Victory Medals with no date
of entry into a theatre of war. Formerly 4882
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of the 5th Battalion Seaforth Highlanders.
Also commemorated on the Bettyhill War
Memorial.
Seaman Donald Mackay
Born 12 May 1878 at Blair More,
Kinlochbervie son of Hector McKay,
Fisherman and Barbara Gunn who had
married 12 December 1861 at Kinlochbervie.
Commonwealth War Graves Commission
notes him as being Seaman 1738C Royal
Naval Reserve H.M.S. “Viknor”, aged 35,
died 13 January 1915. Commemorated on
the Portsmouth Naval Memorial, panel 10.
Son of Hector and Barbara Mackay (nee
Gunn) of Kinlochbervie; husband of Jemima
Mackay, of Achriesgill, Kinlochbervie, Lairg.
Also commemorated on the Kinlochbervie
War Memorial. HMS Viknor was built as the
Royal Mail Ship Atrato in 1888 becoming in
1912 a cruise ship named The Viking, at end
of 1914 was requisitioned and converted
into an armed merchant cruiser, and sank
in heavy seas off Tory Island, Co. Donegal,
Ireland with the loss of 22 officers and 273
men.
Piper Donald MacFarquhar Mackay
Born 4 May 1892 at Eriboll, Parish
of Durness son of Evander Mackay,
Journeyman Gardener and Betsy Mackay
who had married 22 April 1886 at Durness.
Commonwealth War Graves Commission
notes him as being Private 599 5th Battalion
Seaforth Highlanders, aged 24, died 13
November 1916. Buried at Mailly Wood
Cemetery, Mailly-Maillet, Somme, France,
section I, row H, grave 1. Son of Evander and
Bessie Mackay of 1 Strathnaver, Kinbrace.
Medal Roll in National Archives notes him
being awarded 1914-15 Star, British War
and Victory Medals with date of entry into
a theatre of war of 1 May 1915. Noted as
killed in action.
Lance-Corporal Roderick Mackay
Born 14 January 1889 at Farr, Parish of Farr
son of John Mackay, Fisherman and Jane
MacLeod who had married 10 December
1880 at Farr. 1891 Census indicated he had
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an elder sister named Christina and elder
brothers John, William, James and Donald.
Commonwealth War Graves Commission
notes him as being Private S/8866 7th
Battalion Seaforth Highlanders, aged 26,
died 20 October 1915. Buried at Wimereux
Communal Cemetery, Pas de Calais,
France, section I, row K, grave 16. Brother
of Miss C. J. Mackay of 142 Easter Road,
Edinburgh. Medal Roll in National Archives
notes him being awarded 1914-15 Star,
British War and Victory Medals with date
of entry into a theatre of war of 3 October
1915. Noted as died of wounds.
Sergeant George O’Brien
Born 4 November 1887 at Clerkhill, Parish
of Farr son of Neil O’Brien, Fisherman and
Margaret Mackay who had married 23 April
1885 at Thurso. In 1891 Census resident
with his grandparents Donald and Jane
O’Brien at Clerkhill, with his parents and
elder brother Paul and younger sister Jane.
Commonwealth War Graves Commission
notes him as being Corporal 71298 27th
Battalion Canadian Infantry, aged 28, died
15 September 1916. Buried Courcelette
British Cemetery, Somme, France, section
IV, row B, grave 28. Son of Neil and Margaret
O’Brien of 20 Strathnaver, Kinbrace. His
Attestation Paper in the Canadian National
Archives (Ref: RG150/Accession 199293/166/Box 7401-37, Item 545541) indicate
that he stated that he was born 29 October
1889 and listed his father Mr Neil O’Brien,
Bettyhill, Farr as his next of kin. He enlisted
25 October 1914 at Winnipeg, Manitoba
and gave his occupation as Bricklayer. At
time of enlistment was a member of the
79th Cameron Highlanders Militia. Summary
of service – Enlisted 27th Battalion, in
hospital 28 November to 9 December 1914,
appointed Lance-Corporal 29 March 1915,
sailed from Quebec per SS Carpathia on 17
May 1915, arrived in France 17 September
1915, appointed Corporal 22 March 1916
(no indication in records of promotion to
Sergeant). Circumstances of Death Register
note him as ‘killed in action’ in an attack
south of Courcette, rank given as Corporal.

Corporal Andrew Stewart
Commonwealth War Graves Commission
notes him as being Private 241480 5th
Battalion Seaforth Highlanders, died 21
March 1918. Commemorated on the Arras
Memorial, Pas de Calais, France, Bay 8.
Medal Roll in National Archives notes him
being awarded British War and Victory
Medals with no date of entry into a theatre
of war. Formerly 4987 of the 5th Battalion
Seaforth Highlanders.
Private Alexander Sutherland
Born 20 January 1888 at Pittentrail, Rogart
son of John Sutherland, General Merchant
and Catherine Sutherland who had married
3 January 1872 at Glasgow. In 1891 Census
resident with his parents at Pittentrail,
Rogart with brothers Joseph, Hugh, Duncan
and Alexander and sisters Margaret, Jane,
Dolina, Barbara, Catherine and Christina.
Commonwealth War Graves Commission
notes him as being Private 241454 8th
Battalion Seaforth Highlanders, aged 30,
died 9 June 1918. Buried at Wanquetin
Communal Cemetery Extension, Pas de
Calais, France, section II, row A, grave 17.
Medal Roll in National Archives notes him
being awarded British War and Victory
Medals with no date of entry into a theatre
of war. Formerly 4947 of the 5th Battalion
Seaforth Highlanders. Also commemorated
on the Rogart and Kinlochbervie War
Memorials.
Private John Sutherland
Commonwealth War Graves Commission
notes him as being Private 267264 6th
Battalion Seaforth Highlanders, died 23
November 1917. Commemorated on the
Cambrai Memorial, Louverval, Nord, France,
panel 10. Medal Roll in National Archives
notes him being awarded British War and
Victory Medals with no date of entry into a
theatre of war.
Private John Robert Sutherland
Born 13 November 1884 at Pittentrail, Rogart
son of John Sutherland, General Merchant
and Catherine Sutherland who had married

3 January 1872 at Glasgow. Commonwealth
War Graves Commission notes him as being
Private 36189 8th Battalion Cameronians
(Scottish Rifles), aged 34, died 7 October
1918. Buried at Oxford Road Cemetery,
West-Vlaanderen (Ypres), Belgium, section
III, row H, grave 13. Son of John and
Catherine Sutherland, of Sanliago Villa, 31
Denny Street, Inverness. Native of Pittentrail,
Rogart, Sutherland. Medal Roll in National
Archives notes him being awarded British
War and Victory Medals with no date of
entry into a theatre of war. Formerly Rifleman
36180 of the 2nd Battalion Cameronians
(Scottish Rifles). Also commemorated on the
Rogart and Kinlochbervie War Memorials.

The Roll of the Fallen 1939-1945
Private Robert John MacDonald
Born 4 August 1906 at 25 Strathnaver son
of Donald MacDonald, Crofter and Helen
Anderson who had married 11 January 1901
at Aultnaharra, Farr. Commonwealth War
Graves Commission notes him as being
Private 1st Sutherland Battalion Home Guard,
aged 37, died 23 October 1943. Buried
Tongue Parish Churchyard, North Extension,
grave 27. Death Certificate indicates cause
of depressed fracture of frontal bones due
to road accident at Achnabourin Bridge near
Bettyhill, usual residence of 25 Strathnaver.
Informant was his brother Hugh MacDonald
of Fourpenny, Dornoch.
Corporal Alexander Robert MacLeod
Born 12 August 1905 at Helmsdale son
of Alexander Robert MacLeod, Master
Blacksmith and Jessie Mackay who had
married 24 December 1902 at Dingwall.
Commonwealth War Graves Commission
notes him as being Corporal 4031365
Lovat Scouts, aged 37, died 23 December
1945. Buried at Strathy Burial Ground, Farr.
Husband of Annie MacLeod, Strathy. Death
Certificate notes married to Annie Ross,
died at Cambusarie Hospital, Dornoch usual
residence of Strathy East by Thurso. Son of
Malcolm Nicholson MacLeod, Trapper and
Ina MacLeod. Cause of death Acute Phthisis.
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Sergeant Air-Gunner Roderick MacLeod
Born 2 July 1913 at East Gerinisk, South
Uist son of Angus MacLeod, Crofter and
Christina Johnstone who had married 15
January 1907 at Howmore. Commonwealth
War Graves Commission notes him as being
Sergeant Air Gunner 970783 158 Squadron
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, aged 31,
died 13 August 1944. Buried at Becklingen
War Cemetery, Niedersachsen, Germany,
section 13, row D, grave 8. Husband of
Norah Irene MacLeod, of Branton, Yorkshire.
Chief Engineer Neil Munro
Commonwealth War Graves Commission

notes him as being Chief Engineer Officer
M.V. Victolite (Victoria) Canadian Merchant
Navy, died 11 February 1942, aged 40.
Commemorated on the Halifax Memorial,
Nova Scotia, Canada, panel 20. Son of
Ena Munro, Kinbrace. Victolite was built in
1928 by A. Stephens & Sons Ltd, Linthouse,
Clyde, Glasgow and was registered in
Montreal with the Imperial Oil Shipping Co.
Ltd, Toronto. She was sunk by U-boat 564
whilst sailing from Halifax to Las Piedras,
Venezuela. The crew abandoned ship after
a surface attack by the U-boat but were not
found.

HUGH DAVIDSON’S DONATION OF
FAMILY PAPERS TO THE CAITHNESS
ARCHIVES AT WICK
By Nick Hide, Clan Davidson Association

Caithness Archives: Nucleus Building opened in 2017
In mid-August 2016, Hugh Davidson
Highland Archives network] who share
donated a large quantity of his family’s
the Nucleus building with Archives of UK
historic papers, photographs and portraits
Nuclear Industry.
to the Caithness Archives, [part of the
Hugh Davidson has spent many years
John Cameron (centre) with his senior staff and office clerks, Traffic Division, Atbara, c. 1940.
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collecting, conserving, and researching
the family papers. Some of the papers
he has inherited, others he has literally
rescued from rotting storage trucks found
in one of the family properties. He had also
made previous bequests some years ago
to the Caithness Archives which included
farm and estate papers when the Archives
were based on the upper floor of the Wick
Library.
Hugh Davidson’s extensive ancestral
family has been linked to Caithness for
many, many generations. Different branches
of this family have been farmers associated
with farms at Aimster and Buckies near
Thurso, and Old Hall at Watten, Gerston
at Halkirk, and Lower Dounreay before the
‘Atomics’ arrived in the post-war years.
Other members have included a prominent
early Free Kirk minister, an architect, a
customs officer, a doctor, and several
generations of army officers serving from
the time of the Peninsular War in the early
1800s to the 2nd World War. This is a family
which has also left its mark in the area with
many fine headstones and monumental
inscriptions [MIs] at St Peter’s Kirk Thurso,
Thurso Cemetery, Halkirk, and at Latheron
With help from the Caithness Archivist,
Gordon Reid, everything was carefully taken
from Hugh Davidson’s home near Wick and
delivered to the recently opened Nucleus
Archive building located alongside Wick
Airport. Later Hugh and his wife Brenda
were given a private tour of this new stateof-the-art Nucleus archive building and saw
where their Davidson papers will be stored.
The new donation of papers is currently
being indexed and catalogued. When
this work has been completed, this new
batch of documents will be linked to the
previous donations, and it is possible that
they will form a series of snapshots of one
particular family’s links to Caithness. The
earlier donations included bundles of hand
written documents and accounts covering
an extraordinary level of detail about the
activities at Old Hall farm at West Watten
in the 19th century, as well as some family
papers. The latest donation includes far

Left to right: Hugh Davidson,
Gordon Reid, Brenda Davidson
more family papers, photos, and portraits.
Hugh Davidson has been a long time
member of the Clan Davidson Association;
some of his kinsmen and ancestors
were founder members of the Clan Dhai
Association, the forerunner of the current
association when it was formed in 1909.
It was Benjamin Davidson one of these
Caithness kinsmen in the late 1890s, by
then resident in New York, who played
a key role in persuading the widespread
Davidsons to form a clan association and
formally establish the clan chief. There was
no internet or Facebook in those days, just
persistent and cajoling letter writing. We
have found some examples of his surviving
letters in the main Highland Archives at
Inverness.
In recent years, the Clan Davidson
Association has been encouraging Hugh to
make this new donation as a way to find a
permanent home for his important family
collection. We have also been helping his
on-going historical research into his ancient
Davidson family which is perhaps the oldest
Davidson families from Northern Scotland.
The opening of the Nucleus building early
last year with its superb facilities has
provided the opportunity for Hugh to make
this donation. We would encourage other
families to follow his example
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TWO INTERESTING ITEMS OF HIGHLAND FAMILY MEMORABILIA GIVEN
TO A CANADIAN SOLDIER WHO SERVED IN THE CANADIAN FORESTRY
CORPS IN THE INVERNESS AREA DURING THE 1940S
By Nick Hide, Clan Davidson Association

The Silver Pocket Fob Watch
& Chain
-The case of the silver pocket fob
watch has an inscription which
refers the “1934 Inverness Schools
Football League”.

Inverness and the surrounding districts was the centre of
operations for 13th Company, Canadian Forestry Corps. One
of the Canadians working in the lumber camps was Reginald
Ernest Martin. He was born in 1907 in Nova Scotia, Canada.
He enlisted like so many other Canadians following the
outbreak of the 2nd World War. He arrived in Scotland in the
summer of 1941 by which time the British Government was
desperate for timber supplies. The Canadian Forestry Corps
were given the responsibility of clear felling large acreages
of estate forestry plantations in Scotland to meet the wartime requirements. At some point in mid-1943, he suffered
a broken leg following a road accident. He was later taken
in by a local Scottish family after being discharged from
hospital before he returned to army service.
During his stay with the local family, we believe he was
gifted two rather special items; a silver pocket fob watch
and, and a silver hip flask. Both items include inscriptions
that indicate they have links to the Inverness area. After the
War, Reginald returned home, with his gifts. Unfortunately
he never told his family much about his war-time service or
anything about the kind family in Scotland who made these
kind donations.
We would like to be able identify this kind family if the
descendants are still in the Inverness area and hear more
about the origin of these items.
Carol Maclean nee Martin, the daughter of Reginald Ernest
Martin, made contact via the Clan Davidson Association
website asking for help, www.clandavidson.org.uk
If any members of the Highland Family History Society
can help with this enquiry, please get in contact
The Silver Hip Flask
The Hip Flask has an inscription which refers to a Duncan
Davidson and a date, as well as the traditional Davidson heraldic
crest and motto. It appears to have presentation item from an
unknown person, only known as A.J.C.O.
However, we know that this Duncan is…. Duncan Davidson of
Tulloch Castle [later the last Davidson Laird of
Tulloch Castle], because the inscribed date refs
to his 21st Birthday……October 3rd 1886
We believe that this Hip Flask might have been
given to a tenant of the Davidson of Tulloch
family at some later date, possible when this
Duncan Davidson died in 1917
.
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INVERNESS CHOLERA EPIDEMICS
By John Durham
In the previous journal I displayed a
photograph of a gravestone that I had
cleaned and then photographed for a lady
who had requested it through the website
Find-a-Grave. Further research indicated
that the Kyle family found on the stone were
not after all connected to her husband’s
ancestral line. Here is the full inscription.
Sacred to the memory of Mrs Ann KYLE
Ob. 19th August 1832, aet 37; and her son
William KYLE Ob. 5th July 1828, aet 7; and
her son John KYLE, who died in the Colony
of Berbice on the 26th December 1845,
aged 25 years; and of her sons James and
Edward: the former died at Cape Coast
Castle in 1857, aged 29 years, and the latter
died in London in 1865, aged 39 years; also
of James KYLE, her husband, who died on
the 19th December 1872, aged 82 years;
their daughter, Jane Ann KYLE, died 9th
July 1926, aged 95 years.
Mrs Ann Kyle had died 19th August
1832 at the relatively young age of 37. I
also remembered this inscription that I had
turned up during my researches into the
Gellion family.
Sacred to the memory of Skene
MORRISON, who died 25th Augt 1832,
aged 29 years; and of his wife Elizabeth
GELLION, who died 11th Augt 1879, aged
73 years; and of their infant son Thomas,
who died 7th June 1832, aged 17 months.
From previously analysing dates of death
as recorded on gravestones in Inverness
during 1832 some years ago, I noticed that
the number of deaths rose steadily during
July, August and September, before falling
back later on in the year. I was interested in
finding out if the three persons mentioned
in the above inscriptions had died from
contracting cholera. To that end I visited
the archive search room and in one of the
catalogues found a number of documents
that related to cholera. I called up a set of
documents which turned out to be daily
returns made by doctors who were dealing
with a cholera epidemic in 1832. The

information on these returns comprised
Name, Address, Age, Occupation
(sometimes), Date of first showing sign of
disease, Date of death and, for the lucky
few, Date of release.
Unfortunately it was obvious that not all
returns had been saved. The first date of
admission was 24th August, too late for
any of the three persons mentioned above.
There were no breaks in the daily returns
until the 18th September, where a gap to the
29th appears, another on 1st & 2nd October
and a gap from 5th October to the 17th. The
last entry was on the 18th October. I have
transcribed all the entries I found in these
daily returns and they have been added to
the relevant wallet in the archive records.
I then turned my attention to the second
set of documents that were dated 1834.
In the main these appeared to be lists of
persons who had died and were handed
to the sexton so that he could collect the
bodies for burial. The dates of death and
sometimes date of burial appear on the
slips of paper. I added these names and
dates of death to a spreadsheet along with
all the entries from 1832 where the date of
death was recorded. This resulted in a list
of 97 persons, which I sorted alphabetically
and having printed it out, the pages have
been inserted in the folder which contains
the burial records for Inverness. Of the
individuals listed only five of them appear
on a headstone in the three burial grounds
the Society has transcribed in Inverness
and none of them in the burial register for
Inverness. This means that, as the two
epidemics precede the first census returns
of 1841, this alphabetic list of those who
died of cholera is a useful tool for anyone
who is researching any of the surnames that
appear on it.
On 21st September 1834 Dr J Nicol
wrote to Alex Sheppard a letter in which
he said that he had heard that there were
many cases of cholera concealed from the
medical practitioners and that there had
11
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been a considerable number of deaths.
Also among the papers referring to the
1834 epidemic there were two letters that
were very interesting. Both are dated 30th
September 1834. The first one was sent
by a surgeon whose signature is so bad I
could not even guess what it was, although
I could read (with difficulty) what he had
written in the letter. It was addressed to the
Magistrates and Town Council of Inverness
and here is the first part of it: Gentlemen,
Deeply impressed with the importance to
the Community of preventing the spread of
Cholera by every practicable means, and
having treated a great proportion of the many
cases which fell under my care within the last
month to contagion derived from the bodies
of the dead and infected clothes I deem it
my duty to call your attention to the urgent
necessity of adopting measures to secure
the early internment of persons cut off by
Cholera and disinfect their dwellings and
clothes by fumigation, lime washing and the
establishment of a Wash House.
The utility of such preventative measures
was fully established in the epidemic of
1832 and many recent instances might be
adduced to show that the omission of them
attended with the most fatal consequences,
in particular I may mention that in which
the corpse of Mrs Mackintosh, Theater
Lane, which lay uninterred for five days and
infected three individuals who were cut off
by the malady and in which the bed clothes
were sent to the Merkinch for the purpose
of being washed, by which unquestionably
Cholera was introduced to that district.
He then suggested that a general meeting
of the inhabitants be convened without loss
of time to appraise them of the situation. This
letter had the desired effect as the following
notice shows: The persons within named are requested
to attend in the Town Hall this evening at 8
o’clock.
Signed: John Mackenzie, Provost.
Inverness 30 Sept 1834
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Mr Duncan Sinclair
Castle Street
Mr David McPherson
Petty Street
Mr John Fraser
Factory Street, 		
Maggot
Mr John Grant
Shore
Mr Douglas			
Central School,
Huntly Street
Mr Smith, baker
Green of 		
Muirtown
Mr Adam Macbean
Green of 		
Muirtown
Mr Douglas, schoolmaster Brown Street
Mr David Mackintosh, xxxx Grant Street
Mr R Slorin?
Church Street
Mr Donald Fraser, distiller Glebe Street
Mr John Grant, vintner
High Street
Mr Harold Chisholm
Academy Street
Mr Donald Mackenzie
Academy Street
Mr Simon Anderson
King Street
Mr Bremner, teacher
King Street
Sgt John Hay
Green of 		
Muirtown
Mr Alex. MacCallum
Wells Street
Mr Alex. Fraser, masher? Huntly Street
Mr John Russell
Merkinch
Mr Hugh Robertson, grocerCastle Street
Mr Alex. Munro
Bridge Street
Mr Donald Logan
Glebe Street
		
I had always been under the impression that
there had only been one cholera epidemic
in 1832. The two letters mentioned above
indicated that there had been a second one
in 1834, less severe that the first, but still
resulting in a significant number of deaths
due to failure to apply the lessons gained
in 1832 in time. However, after a gap of
seventeen years, there was a third epidemic
of the disease in Inverness. I discovered this
when I found yet another letter to the Town
Council, in this case from Dr Hugh Fraser,
Surgeon to the Sheriff and Provost and dated
9th September 1849. In it he warned it was
apparent that lessons had not been learnt
from the previous two epidemics, as he was
being made aware of a number of individuals
contracting cholera and dying without the
authorities being made aware of what was
going on.

References:
Highland Archive Centre
1832 - Daily cholera returns (AugustSeptember) - BI/PA/M/73/1
1832 - Daily cholera returns (September-

October) - BI/PA/M/73/2
1834 - Correspondence re cholera - BI/
PA/M/74/1
1849 - Correspondence re cholera - BI/
PA/M/74/2

DAVID ORR - A SEAFORTH HIGHLANDER
By Stuart Farrell
at the subsequent action of Kandahar. Orr
also served with the 72nd in the Egyptian
campaign of 1882, and was present at the
battle of Tel-el-Kebir. He was discharged
to pension on 31st July last, and since
then has been employed as a waiter in the
garrison coffee bar at Fort George. Orr was
a quiet and inoffensive man, and was much
respected by the officers and men of his
regiment. He leaves a widow and six of a
family, for whom much sympathy is felt in
their sudden bereavement. The eldest son
is at present at the Duke of York’s Royal
Military School at Chelsea, qualifying for
the appointment of army schoolmaster.
The funeral took place at Ardersier on
Wednesday with full military honours.’

The following obituary was printed in
the Nairn County Press and Advertiser
on the 9th April 1904 – ‘Death of an Old
Seaforth Highlander. Pensioner David Orr,
late Seaforth Highlanders, was found dead
in his quarters at Fort George on Sunday
morning, death being attributed to syncope,
deceased having suffered from chronic
bronchitis during the past few years. The
deceased, who was familiarly known by
his comrades as “Davie Orr,” enlisted at
Aberdeen in 1879, and was drafted to join
the 72nd Highlanders in Afghanistan. He
took part in Lord Roberts’ famous march
from Kabul to Kandahar, and was present

His Pension Papers in the National
Archives at Kew, London available on Find
my Past give a considerable amount of
detail on his life in the Seaforth Highlanders:
Chelsea Pensioner No. 44078 formerly
No.484 Private David Orr discharged 31
July 1903 aged 48, described as 5ft 8” with
38” chest with brown eyes, brown hair,
trade formerly Tailor. Noted that intended
place of residence was to be Fort George.
Claimed discharge after giving 3 months
notice, conduct noted as very good, sober
and reliable with duration of service of 24
years and 24 days. Was in possession of
five Good Conduct Badges, held Afghan
Medal 1878-1879 with Clasp, Khandahar
Bronze Star for march to Khandahar,
Egyptian Medal and Clasp for Tel-el-Kebir
and the Khedive Bronze Star, also held 3rd
Class Certificate of Education.
His Service Papers noted him as formerly
No.2647 joined at Stirling 11 July 1879,
13
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born in the Parish of Barony, Glasgow
aged 24, occupation stated as Tailor.
Noted as formerly served in the Aberdeen
Militia. Joined for General Service in the
58th Brigade at Aberdeen on 4 July 1879,
when was awarded no bounty but was
given free kit. The details of his period of
army service was given as follows: 58th
Brigade 5 July 1879 – 23 December 1879,
79th Regiment 22 December 1879 – 30
June 1881, 1st Seaforth Highlanders 1 July
1881 to 26 January 1884, awarded Good
Conduct pay of 1d on 8 July 1881, forfeited
Good Conduct Pay on 24 February 1883,
at Depot 27 January 1884 – 31 July 1885,
restored Good Conduct pay of 1d on 2
January 1885, appointed Lance-Corporal
with pay on 1 August 1885 to 4 September
1885, extended as Lance-Corporal on 5
September 1885 to 14 November 1887,
granted Good Conduct pay of 2d on 2
January 1887, deprived of Lance-Corporal
rank 15 November 1887 – 31 December
1889, 1 January 1890 at Depot, 13 January
1891 rejoined to complete 21 years service,
granted Good Conduct pay of 3d on 8 July
1891, appointed Lance-Corporal paid 12
May 1893, granted Good Conduct pay of
4d on 8 July 1897, posted to 2nd Battalion
Seaforth Highlanders as Lance-Corporal
on 22 February 1898, reverted to rank of
Private at own request 25 February 1898,
granted Good Conduct pay of 5d on 8 July
1900, posted to Depot 1 June 1901, 20
June 1901 allowed to continue service past
21 years, discharged 31 July 1903.
Service stated as at home 8 July 1874
– 21 Dec 1879, East Indies 22 December
1879 – 7 August 1882, East Indies (Egypt
scored out) 8 August 1882 – 31 October
1882, at home 1 November 1882 – 31 July
1903.
Next of kin stated in early part of papers
as James Orr, 9 Belmore Street, Belfast
(scored out). Married Mary Gordon at Nairn
on 24 December 1884, who was placed on
the Married establishment on 22 May 1889,
children stated as James Orr born 6 July
1886 at Fort George, David John Orr born
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29 January 1889 at Fort George, Jessie
May Orr born 15 June 1891 at Fermoy,
Florence Murray Orr born 7 September
1894, Charles George Orr born 12 January
1897 and Mary Orr born 18 February 1900.
(The three youngest children were all born
at Fort George, Ardersier).
David Orr and Mary Margaret Gordon
had married at 13 Wilson Street, Nairn
on the 24 December 1884 after Banns
according to the Free Church of Scotland,
and were married by the Rev. Alexander
Lee of the Free Church of Nairn. David
Orr gave his age as 29 and occupation as
Private Seaforth Highlanders, Fort George
son of John Orr, Foreman Tailor and Sarah
Orr nee Hartley (deceased), whilst Mary
Gordon gave her age as 24 and occupation
as Domestic Servant with address of 13
Wilson Street, Nairn daughter of John
Gordon General Labourer (deceased) and
May Gordon nee Cameron. David Orr’s
Death Certificate records him as an Army
Pensioner died 3 April 1904, aged 52, cause
Chronic Bronchitis of 3 years probably
Syncope, informant was his widow Mary
Orr or Gordon. Father stated as James
Orr, Tailor and Mother Sarah Heddlestow
(both deceased) (Mothers surname different
from that stated on marriage certificate).
David Orr was buried at Ardersier Cemetery
with the headstone having the following
inscription: ‘David Orr, late Seaforth
Highlanders, died at Fort George April 1903.
Remembered with affection and esteem.’
After David Orr’s death his widow moved
to Nairn, where she was recorded in the
1911 Census as follows: 2 Watson Place,
Shaw’s Close, Nairn - Mary Orr 52, born
Petty, James Orr 24, Schoolmaster Army,
David Orr 22, Joiner Builder, Florence Orr
16 Apprentice Tailoress and Mary Orr 11, at
School, all children stated as born Ardersier.
Her daughter Jessie May Orr not found in
1911 Census. Her son Charles George Orr
is in the 1911 Census as being an ‘Inmate’
of the Queen Victoria School, Perth. (The

school which still exists today is for Army
children). Mary Orr nee Gordon died on
9 July 1934 at 4 Barrogill Terrace, Nairn
aged 76, her death certificate stated that
she was the widow of David Orr, Master
Tailor Seaforth Highlanders with cause of
death given as Bronco-Pneumonia and
Syncope (the same cause as her husband)
with informant being her son David G. Orr.
Buried in Nairn Cemetery (see Photo).
I have so far found the following details of
their children:
James Gordon Cameron Orr (1886-?)
recorded in the Nairnshire Roll of Honour
(1915) as Army Teacher, Indian Army.
Teacher’s records available on Find my
Past indicate that he was trained at the
Duke of York’s Royal Military School, Dover
and served as an Army Schoolmaster and
Warrant Officer Instructor Army Educational
Corps 1908-1928, appointed Warrant
Officer Class 1 at Queen Victoria School
5 July 1917 and Instructor 1st Class
10 January 1921, service No.7720604,
awarded British War Medal for service in
India from 21 January 1913, awarded Long
Service & Good Conduct Medal in 1927;
Assistant Master at St. George’s School,
Campden Hill, Kensington 1929-1931;
Assistant Master St. James’ Norlands Boys
School, Penzance Place, Kensington 19311932; Assistant Master St. Mary Abbot’s
Boys’ School, Kensington 1932-?; In 1939
Register on Find My Past as resident at 19
Eversley Crescent, Heston and Isleworth,
Middlesex, London of James Orr, Retired
Army Teacher, wife Lillian A. M. Orr, Unpaid
Domestic born 3 January 1896, and
daughters Dorothy L. Orr, Student, born 2
October 1919 and Mary P. Orr, Civil Servant,
born 7 October 1921. (Possibly Mary
Patricia Orr born Dunblane). Married Lillian
Annie May Sayers daughter of Charles
Sayers, at Ahmednagar, Bombay, India on
26 February 1917 (Family Search).
David John Gordon Orr (1889-1972)
enlisted 9 December 1915 at Dundee,

with occupation of Joiner in the Royal
Engineers when he joined the 1/3 Highland
Field Company but transferred to the
402nd (Highland) Field Company with
service No.404211. Survived France but
broke his leg during a football match! on
27 November 1918 when he was then
in the 78th Field Company of the R.E.
Discharged from the Army on 11 April 1919
under King’s Regulations Paragraph 392
section xvi as being unfit for further service,
awarded Silver War Badge and British War
and Victory medals. Married Helen Margaret
Mercer Gibb on 1 February 1933 at 86
Great King Street, Edinburgh. David stated
occupation as Master Joiner with address
of 4 Barrogill Terrace, Nairn (His mother’s
home) while Helen stated occupation as
Confectioner with address of 2 Rose Street,
Nairn; they were married by the Rev. Pirie
of the Old Parish Church, Nairn. Died at
Inverness 17 June 1972, address of 7
Seabank Road, Nairn, wife Helen ‘Nellie’
died 13 April 1980, both buried Nairn
Cemetery.
Jessie May Dora Orr (1891-1974) died at
Raigmore Hospital, Inverness 7 July 1974,
address of Macrae Avenue, Nairn buried
Nairn Cemetery.
Florence Murray Orr (1894-1983) married
George Graham on 12 July 1922 at Woods
Temperance Hotel Nairn, George stated
occupation as Chauffeur with address of 16
Rose Street, Nairn while Florence stated her
occupation as Tailoress with address of 4
Barrogill Terrace, Nairn. Her husband died
16 October 1960, whilst she died 3 March
1983, both buried Nairn Cemetery.
Charles George Orr (1897-1938) Enlisted
in the Seaforth Highlanders at Stirling 10
April 1911 aged 14 years and 3 months,
occupation stated as Musician. Recorded in
the Nairnshire Roll of Honour as Bandsman
service No.702 2nd Battalion Seaforth
Highlanders, named on Nairn Parish Church
Roll of Honour in December 1914; wounded
15

www.highlandfamilyhistorysociety.org

7 July 1917 at which point he was stated to
be a Lance-Corporal and treated in a Bristol
Hospital (Nairnshire Telegraph 31 July 1917)
awarded British War and Victory Medals,
Roll states rank as Lance-Sergeant formerly
of the 8th Battalion Seaforth Highlanders.
Discharged 20 November 1923 at
Fort George, under King’s Regulations
Paragraph 363 section xxi as ‘Termination
of period of engagement’, Service No.8051
with rank of Corporal, character stated as
good, address on discharge of 4 Barrogill
Terrace, Nairn. Re-enlisted as a reservist
in the Royal Army Service Corps on 20
February 1925. Died 10 March 1938
at 22 Macrae Avenue, Nairn, cause of

death given as heart failure, occupation a
Carpenter, buried Nairn Cemetery.
Mary Jane Orr (1900-1980) married
Alexander Stephen Anderson on 26
November 1930 at The Waverley Hotel,
Nairn, Alexander stated his occupation as
Slater (Journeyman) with address of 40
Firthside Street, Fraserburgh while Mary
stated her occupation as Shop Assistant
with address of 4 Barrogill Terrace, Nairn.
Mary died in hospital at Inverness 11 April
1980, address of 22 Macrae Avenue, Nairn;
husband Alexander died at Nairn Hospital
12 April 1987, both buried Nairn Cemetery.

GETTING ACQUAINTED WITH REVISED
FIND-A-GRAVE.COM
By Ted Bainbridge, Ph.D

https://www.findagrave.com is a web
site that collects individuals’ cemetery
and other information, whether a grave
marker is present or not. The site’s
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database includes over 165 million people’s
memorials, and adds about 1 ½ million
per month. It contains information from
almost half a million cemeteries around the

world. This free site can be searched in
several ways, and its information is easy to
download onto a home computer. The site
is menu-driven and intuitively easy to use.
Registration, which is optional and free,
gives the visitor access to features that are
not otherwise available. Everybody should
explore the tutorials.
Think of the home page as being
organized into four areas:
• the main menu, near the top of the page
and filling its entire width
• the search panel for individuals’
graves, which dominates the background
photograph
• the link to findagrave tutorials, a blue oval
button near the bottom right of the page
• other less-frequently used items,
occupying the rest of the screen below the
background image
Hunting A Person
By far, the most common use of findagrave
is hunting individuals. The simplest search
is done as follows. Enter a first name in
the box provided near the center of the
background photo. (This is optional, but if
you don’t do it you will get an enormous hit
list for all but the most unusual surnames.)
I recommend leaving the box for middle
name blank, because grave markers usually
don’t show middle names. Put a surname
in the appropriate box. (This is required.)
There is no option for “similar spelling” or
“similar sound”, so do separate searches
for each variant spelling of the first name
and surname.) Click the search button.
A hit list appears, showing records that
match your request and headed with the
count of how many records are on the
list. Search the hit list for the person you
want, then click that person’s name. You
will see that person’s information page. (If
a picture of the grave stone exists, look at
it in detail. Sometimes this will show that
the typed information on the page contains
an error.) To save the information on that
page, you can command a “print” from your
computer’s operating system. Alternatively,
you can scroll to the top of the page,

click “save to”, click “copy to clipboard”,
open the program you will use to save the
information, paste the clipboard’s content
into that program, and save within that
program. To save the source citation scroll
to the bottom of the person’s page, click
“source citation”, copy the text of the cite,
paste that text wherever you want it to be,
and save that destination’s content within
the appropriate program. The person’s
page might include links to findagrave
pages for relatives. Click those links to see
their information.
Typing only the first and last name
probably will produce a hit list that is too
long to read. If that happens, search for
that name again but narrow the search
by using the pull-down menus next to the
“year born” and “year died” boxes below
the name boxes you used. In addition to
or instead of those restrictions, you can
use the location box next to those date
boxes. As you type a place into that box,
an auto-fill list appears. When you see
the appropriate place, select it from the
list. (Typing the name and clicking the
“search” button instead won’t give good
results.) If you use all three restrictions and
the new search doesn’t find the person you
want, remove one of those restrictions and
search again. If that search fails, replace
that restriction and remove another one. If
you fail again, repeat. If all those searches
fail, use only one restriction at a time and
do all three restricted searches. Repeat
this process until you are successful.
(But remember that not everyone is in
findagrave, so all your searches might fail.
In that case, try again later, remembering
that findagrave adds about 1 ½ million
records per month.)
Next to the “search” button you can see
“more search options”. Clicking that makes
the following available:
• “Famous” separates a famous person
from others who have the same name.
(Asking for Marilyn Monroe creates a hit list
of 29 people. Going to the top of the list,
clicking “refine search”, pulling down “more
search options”, clicking “famous”, and
17
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then clicking “search” shows only the movie
star we all know.
• “Sponsored” shows only pages that have
no advertisements because somebody paid
to remove them.
• “Nickname” must be checked if you ask
for somebody by nickname instead of given
name.
• “Maiden name” must be checked if you
ask for somebody by maiden name instead
of married name.
• “Partial last name search” lets you
search by putting only the first letters
of a first or last name in the appropriate
boxes. (Requesting “wana” shows
Wana, Wanamaker, Wanabaker, and other
surnames that begin with those four letters;
but it doesn’t list Wannamaker.)
• “No grave photo” gives only people who
have no grave photo on their information
page.
• “Grave photo” gives only people who
have a grave photo on their information
page.
• “Flowers” gives only people who have
virtual flowers attached to their page.
(Asking for Clarence Bainbridge without this
option clicked gets five names, but clicking
this option reduces the list to two.)

button. Instead, look at the map. If the
map doesn’t show any location markers,
click the ‘+’ button near its lower right
corner. Zoom in or out and pan in any
direction until you see the area you want.
Click any marker to see the name of that
cemetery, then click the name to see its
information page.

Hunting A Cemetery
The next most common use of findagrave is
hunting cemeteries. There are three ways
to find a cemetery:
• On the main menu click “cemeteries” and
type a name in the box provided. (This is
an auto-fill box. Use it as above.) Click
“search”. A hit list appears. Click the name
of the cemetery you want. That cemetery’s
page of information appears.
• On the main menu click “cemeteries” and
type a place in the other box. (This also is
auto-fill.) Click “search”. A hit list appears.
Click the name of the cemetery you want.
That cemetery’s page appears.
• On the main menu click “cemeteries” and
type a place in the appropriate box. (This
is an auto-fill box. Use it as above.) Don’t
click “search” or press the “return/enter”

Other Features
The main menu at the top of findagrave’s
home page includes an item called
“famous”, which allows a search for
a famous person, as was described
above. That menu also has an item called
“contribute”, which people use to add
information to findagrave’s database.
Between the home page’s background
photograph and the button for tutorials is a
large white space that offers links for these
items:
• read about a random person
• famous graves
• newly added graves
• most popular graves
• add a memorial
• upload photos
• transcribe photos
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Favorite Cemeteries
If you registered as a member, you can
create a list of your favorite cemeteries. Go
to the information page of the cemetery you
want to put on your list. Near the top right
corner of that page, click “add favorite” and
proceed.
You can create virtual cemeteries by
linking interesting individuals to a collection
that you create. (For examples, you might
link all of your Blankenship relatives’
information pages to a group called “MyBlankenships”, or you could gather all your
relatives who served in the Civil War.) Go to
the page of a person you want to add to a
virtual cemetery. Near the top right corner
of that page, click “save to”, click “virtual
cemetery”, and then proceed. At this
location you can create a new v.c. or add
this person to an existing v.c.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

forums
search cemeteries
browse cemeteries
search grave records
browse grave records
famous people
log in
memorials
cemeteries
contribute
famous
help
about

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

forums
store
facebook
twitter
language
mobile apps
privacy statement
terms of service
end feedback

Most people probably can ignore most
or all of those items, but feel free to explore
and experiment as you like.

HIGHLAND FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY
RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR
ENDED 31 AUGUST 2017
					
2017		2016
					
£		
£
Receipts
Membership subscriptions
5,508		 5,796
Advance membership subscriptions
648		 248
Subscription Arrears
24		
0
Donations received
63		
37
Gift Aid contributions
410		 408
Contribution towards cost of Social Events
0		
88
Sale of publications
954		 573
Contributions towards postage costs
241
Library Fund
0		
8
-------		------Total receipts
7,779		 7,399
-------		------Payments for charitable activities:
Printing journals for members
3,315		 3,430
Printing publications for sale
473		 356
Purchase of equipment etc.
138		
45
Postage/Carriage
1,459		 1,125
Printing/Stationery
169		 361
Monthly meetings of members
464		 126
Social events
0		 104
Other events
0		
0
Software for computer and website
113		
95
GENfair fees
261		 261
Society website
0		
0
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SAFHS subscription
Data Protection registration
Insurance premium
Trustee expenses
Other expenses
Purchase of books for Society library
Total payments for charitable activities
Governance costs:
Room hire for AGM - March 2015
Gift for Independent Examiner

55		
40
35		
35
0		
0
40		
20
20		 105
10		
0
-------		------6,552		 6,103
-------		

0		
0
10		
10
-------		------Total governance costs
10		
10
-------		------Total payments
6,562		 6,113
-------		------Surplus / (deficit) for year
1,217		 1,286		
				
Highland Family History Society
Statement of Balances as at 31st August 2017
Bank and cash in hand
Opening balances
Surplus / (deficit) for year
Closing balances
Reserves
Library Fund (restricted)
POSH Fund (restricted)
General funds
Closing balances
Assets
Equipment - at valuation
Publications for sale - at cost of purchase

2017		2016
£		
£
5,342		 4,056
1,217		 1,286
-------		------6,559		 5,342
-------		------545		 555
154		 154
5,860		 4,633
-------		------6,559		 5,342
-------		------182		
59
2,734		 2,826
-------		-------

Notes
Library Fund is specifically to be used for the purchase of books relating to both family and
local history.
POSH (Preserving Our Sutherland Heritage) Fund to be used to support family and local
history projects and visiting relevant sites in the county of Sutherland.
General funds are unrestricted.
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FIND-A-GRAVE

– RESPONSE TO ARTICLE IN NOVEMBER JOURNAL
In the previous journal mention was made
of the fact that some people appeared to
be misusing the site and comments from
anyone who had experience using the site
were requested. Fiona Sim recounted her
experience of using the website: On the Find-a-Grave website, once people
have located their relatives in a specific
cemetery, they can make a request for a
volunteer in the local area to take a photo
of the headstone. It’s a bit hit or miss.
Sometimes the information is a bit patchy as
to birth / death dates. Occasionally the person
requesting the photo will have got information
on the plot or lair number as well as details of
other family members who might appear on
the same headstone.
I’ve been fortunate in having had someone
in California take a photo of the gravestone of
cousins there and also someone in Dundee
who looked for a relative’s grave there - I had
the plot number, but it turned out there was no
headstone. In return I’ve recently been taking
photos of graves in this area for folk in other
parts of the country or further afield. On the
other hand I’ve made a couple of requests that
haven’t resulted in photos - yet and some of
the requests of others have been waiting a few
years to be taken up.
The site requests that you only upload
photos for which you have the copyright - ie
have taken yourself, so you can’t use photos
from other websites.
The people listed in any given cemetery
is by no means comprehensive - and the
information isn’t always accurate. Some of the
memorials have been created by relatives of
the deceased, but others have been created

from transcriptions of headstone photos or
from newspaper obituaries, or other sources
of info.
There are folk who appear to take photos
of all the graves in a particular cemetery.
Personally, I take photos of specific
gravestones that have been requested, but
when I’m in the cemetery in question, I tend
to take a few other photos of graves which
catch my eye for whatever reason - perhaps
the stone looks like it may not be readable
for much longer, or in danger of toppling or
sometimes it’s of the stones of people with the
same surname - or sometimes because the
inscription or the stone itself is quirky.
It’s just become a bit of a hobby which gets
me out in the fresh air.
Then member Alister Chisholm sent me
a copy of the e-mails he had received from
the same person that was wanting all the
Fraser gravestones in Dores Cemetery to be
photographed, and who I commented on in
my appendix to the article in November. It was
obvious that this person was expecting Alister
to photograph all the gravestones in Boleskine
Cemetery with the name Fraser on them. He
quite rightly refused. I was also contacted
by Ted Bainbridge who wrote the two main
articles about the website, the first appearing
in November and the second in this journal.
He said that it was possible to report anyone
who was misusing the website and they could
then be barred from using it in future. I feel that
the concept that someone can photograph a
headstone for a relative who lives many miles
away from the burial ground is excellent and
should be encouraged.

Members’ details

Change of address:
0590. Mr Graeme Mackenzie, Nairn.
1087. Mrs Elizabeth Brownell, Bagshot, Surrey.
2189. Mr Geoff Dixon – Grosvenor Place, Chester
Resignations:
520. Ms Florence Long. 1047 Dr Jean Horton.
1426. Mrs Catherine Beale.
2692. Mr Robert McKenzie.
2709. Mrs Mary Sheather.
Deaths:
449. Mr Hugh Barron
2406. Mr Trevor Huggard.

New Members:
2751. Mrs Karen Ross-Macleod – Dunedin, NZ
2752. Mr Richard Allan – St Clement, Jersey
2753. Ms Bronwen Summers, Christchurch, NZ
2754. Mr Darrel Kennedy, Ottawa, Canada
2755. Mr Eoin Ruari, New South Wales, Australia
2756. Mrs Suzanne Martinsky, San Jose, California
2757. Ms Sarah Brodie, Nairn
2758. Mrs Karen-Anne Wilson, Conon Bridge,
Ross-shire
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Publications for sale
FREE CHURCH REGISTERS

Title
Alness - Baptisms 1843-1929 + Marriages 1847-1912
Bruan – Births & Baptisms 1847-1906
Lybster - Marriages 1844-1852, Births & Baptisms 1876-1900
Creich – Births & Baptisms 1843-1897 + Marriages 1843-1896
Dunnet – Births & Baptisms 1843-1867 & 1872-1897 + Marriages 18451847 also Canisbay - Births & Baptisms 1843-1875
Fearn - Births 1844-1855 + Baptisms 1844-1890
Free Church Miscellanea – Kingussie / Moy / Dores / Stratherrick /
Cromdale & Advie
Inverness East – Baptisms 1843-1858
Inverness Methodist Church – Baptisms 1836-1914
Glenurquhart – Births & Baptisms 1866-1892 + Marriages 1866-1891
Inverness Queen St. – Baptisms & Marriages 1839-1854 & 1860-1871
Inverness Union St. – Baptisms 1863-1910 [both United Presbyterian]
Kirkhill – Births & Baptisms 1843-1854
Kiltarlity – Births & Baptisms 1843-1854 + Marriages 1844-1854
Knockbain – Births & Baptisms 1843-1854 & 1880-1920 + Marriages
1843-1850 also Killearnan – Baptisms 1843-1851
Lybster – Births & Baptisms 1843-1875
Nigg – Baptisms 1843-1922, Marriages 1898-1899, Deaths 1895-1900
Cromarty – Baptisms 1875-1918, Marriages 1843-1847
Nigg Associate Presbyterian Church – Births & Baptisms 1765-1867,
Marriages c1800-1866
Resolis – Baptisms 1843-1868
Fortrose – Baptisms 1844-1855 & 1874-1929
Rogart – Births & Baptisms 1843-1854 & 1873-1896, Marriages 18741886 also Lairg – Births & Baptisms 1844-1854 & 1886-1907, Marriages
1844-1854 & 1886-1907, Deaths 1844-1852
Tain – Baptisms 1843-1866
Edderton – Baptisms 1847-1865
Fearn – Marriages 1843-1880
Tongue – Baptisms 1843-1887
Durness – Baptisms 1843-1919, Marriages 1843-1854 & 1863-1886
Watten – Births & Baptisms 1844-1873 + Marriages 1844-1865
Pulteneytown – Births & Baptisms 1845-1854 & 1872-1887
Wick – Births & Baptisms 1845-1860
Wick – Baptisms 1861-1871
Berriedale – Baptisms 1876-1923, Marriages 1877-1923,
Burials 1921-1949
Loth – Marriages 1843-1855
18 www.highlandfamilyhistorysociety.org
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Weight
370g
420g

Price
£9.00
£9.00

400g
300g

£9.00
£9.00

480g
195g

£9.00
£8.00

275g
415g

£9.00
£8.00

325g

£9.00

300g

£9.00

325g

£9.00

450g
325g

£9.00
£9.00

480g

£10.00

370g

£9.00

310g

£9.00

340g

£9.00

440g

£9.00

310g

£8.00

365g
305g

£8.00
£8.00
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