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The Chairman’s Column
Following shortly after the death in July of our former Chairman, Neil Murray, came news of 
the passing of another of our long-standing members, Sheila Munro.  Sheila had, for many 
years, served on the Society’s committee mainly as our research contact, and it was only very 
recently that she demitted this post.  Many of you will have made contact with Sheila, through 
this Society and through other clan societies, and especially Clan Macrae.

Sheila had requested that all her family history papers should be passed on to the Society, 
and I recently met up with her daughter for this purpose.  I was astonished at the extent of 
all the files and family history records which Sheila had prepared and collected over many 
years, and it took more than one carload to transfer these papers from Conon Bridge to 
Inverness.  It may be the case that these papers should be catalogued and digitised, so that 
other members may benefit from Sheila’s exhaustive researches.  I shall be depositing all 
these files in the Archive Centre shortly, as they are taking up far too much space in my house!  

In addition, Sheila had an extensive library of both general and local family history interest 
and it is intended that these should be placed along with the Society’s holdings in the Archive 
Centre, shelving space permitting.  My thanks go to Kathryn for her assistance in transferring 
her mother’s papers and books to the Society.

Yet again, we are eager to find a volunteer, this time to look after the Society’s website.  
I am conscious that it has been neglected for a while and, as a principal point of contact 
and information for the Society and its membership, it should be regularly updated and 
maintained.  Should you have the requisite skills (and, if not, these can be readily learned!) 
and interest, we would be delighted to hear from you.

Mea Culpa
Apologies this time to member Alastair Gordon, who, earlier this year, sent me what was in fact 
a skeleton of an article he was preparing to send to the Society for publication. Unfortunately, 
in my haste to fill a one-page gap in the May journal, I included his piece without checking its 
nature as thoroughly as I should have. If I had done so, I would have realised that it was not 
intended for publication in that form.

Alastair has now sent me the full article, which I am sure will be of great interest to anyone 
researching the name Gordon in Sutherland. Not only that; having read it through several 
times myself, I realise that Alastair’s 40 years of research has produced an article that should 
be of interest to many of our members. I believe that it is a very fine example of how one 
should present such research. The article is twelve A4 pages in length. Normally an article of 
that length would be split into two parts and appear in successive journals. In this case I feel 
it should be published in full and propose that it should be the main article in the next journal, 
which will appear in February 2017. 

Stop Press
The Society website has recently been given a spring-clean and a number of new pages 
have been added to it. In particular the front page has been tidied up. The Burials Index has 
had over 3,500 new entries added to it with the inclusion of the burial grounds at Contin, 
Badenscallie and Urray Old & West. A Members’ Interests Index has been created using data 
from the pedigree forms. Have a look and see if other members are researching the same 
family as you are.
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THE CROY TRAGEDY
[Continued from previous journal] 

The proceedings were reported in the 
Inverness Courier of 9 October 1903 as 
follows: ‘The Croy Tragedy. Maclaren 
Sentenced. A special sitting of the High 
Court of Justiciary was held in Aberdeen 
on Wednesday. The cases that were down 
for disposal were both committed out of 
Aberdeenshire, one a case of murder from 
Nairnshire, in which a plea of culpable 
homicide had been accepted, and the 
other a case of indecent assault from 
Banffshire. There was in consequence 
very little interest on the part of the 
Aberdeen public in the proceedings, and 
very few people were in attendance in 
the Court, or even assembled outside 
the Courthouse buildings, as is invariably 
the rule when local cases are being tried. 
Lord Kincairney was the presiding judge, 
while Mr Robert L. Blackburn appeared 
as Advocate-Depute, assisted by Mr 
Alan Carnegie, advocate. Mr W. Mitchell, 
advocate, was Counsel for the accused 
in the Banffshire case, and Mr Charles 
Lippe, advocate, was Counsel for the 
accused pleading guilty to culpable 
homicide. Mr Horace Slight was at his 
usual place as clerk of Court. Mr J. Ogilvie 
Kemp, advocate, was also present.

 Lord Provost Walker, accompanied by 
Baillie’s Taggart, Glass, Esslemont, and Geo. 
Brown, and Mr Wm. Gordon, town-clerk, 
were present, and occupied the Magistrates’ 
seat on the right hand of the presiding judge. 
Punctually at 10.30 Lord Kincairney entered 
the Court, accompanied by Rev. Alexander 
Brown, West Church, who opened the Court 
with prayer.

 The accused, William Maclaren, was then 
brought into the dock. The charge against 
him was that, on 29th August last, with the 
dwelling house at Cantraydown Cottages, in 
the parish of Croy, occupied by Alexander 

Harper Mackinnon, he did assault the said 
Alexander Harper Mackinnon, did beat him, 
and murder him.

 Statement For Accused. Mr Lippe, 
advocate, appeared for the accused, and 
explained to his lordship that the accused 
having pleaded guilty to the crime of culpable 
homicide, he desired to make a statement in 
mitigation of sentence. There were various 
grades of culpable homicide, and he hoped 
to be able to show that the present was not 
in the serious grade. The accused, who was 
an old soldier, having come home from the 
South African War, went to some friends in 
Nairnshire, and he entered into the family 
of the deceased while looking for work. He 
lived in his family for some months, and 
lived on amicable terms all along until 29th 
August, when the deceased man had to 
go to Inverness on business. Mackinnon 
returned at five o’clock in the afternoon, 
and according to arrangement, Maclaren 
went down to the station to meet him and 
accompany him home. Unfortunately, when 
Mackinnon arrived he was very much under 
the influence of drink. The accused was 
sober, and had had no drink up to that time. 
Mackinnon bought a bottle of whisky, and he 
and accused drank a considerable amount 
of it on the way home. When they arrived at 
deceased’s house at 8 o’clock they were very 
much under the influence of drink, particularly 
Mackinnon, but there was no quarrel between 
them, and they were still on very friendly 
terms. Mackinnon’s wife laid supper, and they 
partook of it together, and consumed the rest 
of the whisky. All this time the accused and 
deceased had been very good friends, but 
unfortunately Mackinnon and his wife were 
not on very good terms, and when Mackinnon 
was under the influence of drink he was apt 
to be rather harsh with his wife, and on this 
occasion several quarrels took place between 
them. About ten o’clock the deceased lay 
down on the a bed in a closet off the kitchen, 
with his clothes on, and shortly after, his wife, 
who had occasion to go to the closet, found 

By Stuart Farrell
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deceased there. He commenced wrangling 
with her, and assaulted her so much that his 
wife rushed from the bed closet and went 
to the prisoner, who was at the fireside, and 
asked him to go and give her husband a 
thrashing. Accused thereupon ran into the 
closet, and on his way picked up a poker 
lying on the fireside, and with this poker he 
struck the deceased several blows on the 
arms and shoulders, and evidently on the 
head. The blows, he did not think, were 
serious blows. The weapon itself (which he 
produced) – a small, bent poker, about 15 
inches long, with a turned circular head, was 
not a very murderous-looking weapon. On 
receiving the blows, the deceased, from the 
condition he was in, fell, his head coming 
into violent collision with the hard concrete 
floor. The medical evidence showed that the 
immediate cause of death was dislocation 
of the spinal nerve, caused by the fall on the 
floor, and not by the blow. When accused 
saw that Mackinnon had been hurt, he and 
his wife laid him on the bed, and he went to 
Inverness for a doctor to attend to him. By 
that time, however, Mackinnon was dead. 
He desired to draw his lordship’s attentions 
to the prisoner’s past life. He was 25 years 
of age, and when he was 17 joined the army. 
Prior to that he had been a farm servant in 
Inverness-shire, and he had a letter from the 
farmer with whom accused was engaged, 
stating that he lived on the farm for seven or 
eight years, and became cattleman. He was 
well behaved, and attended to his work, and 
was obliging and very good to his mother. 
When he went abroad on active service he 
always sent sums of money to his mother. He 
was of sober habits. 

 After leaving the farm he joined the 
Cameron Highlanders, and went through the 
Soudan, in which he gained two medals and 
two clasps for his services in that campaign. 
He afterwards served in the South African 
War honourably, and gained other two 
medals and two clasps, and was invalided 
home from enteric fever. Mr Lippe also read 
a letter from the Commanding Officer of the 
Cameron Highlanders, detailing the services 
of accused, and stating that he served 
honourably with the regiment, and that his 
only fault was that he was rather inclined to 

take drink. 
 With the actual crime itself, Mr Lippe said, 

he desired to say that at the time, although the 
accused and the deceased man were under 
the influence of drink, particularly deceased, 
the drink which incapacitated accused was 
drink brought by Mackinnon, that the weapon 
which was used, though an ugly one, was not 
necessarily a murderous one, that accused 
had no intention to inflict serious injury, that the 
attack was entirely unpremeditated, and that 
there was no malice. In the circumstances he 
hoped his lordship would make the sentence 
as consistent as possible with the plea which 
had been tendered.

 The Advocate-Depute said the only point 
on which the evidence of the Crown differed 
from what had been said on accused’s behalf 
was with regards to the especial cause of the 
quarrel between deceased and the prisoner. 
His learned friend had indicated that the 
prisoner was championing deceased’s wife 
against her husband. He had no evidence of 
that; it might be so, or it might not. But the 
precognition he had made of the deceased’s 
wife showed that prisoner and deceased 
began to quarrel between themselves. She 
then left the room, and had been out of the 
room for half-an-hour when the blow was 
struck. Otherwise he entirely agreed with 
what had been said by prisoner’s Counsel.

 The Sentence. Lord Kincairney, in passing 
sentence, referred to the indictment, which 
charged prisoner with assaulting deceased 
and killing him. The charge against him now 
was not one of murder. It was stated by his 
Counsel that he had no intention of inflicting 
serious bodily injury on Mackinnon.

 He referred to the various points urged 
by Counsel on accused’s behalf, that there 
was a quarrel between deceased and his 
wife, that both deceased and prisoner were 
intoxicated, and that the weapon used was 
not a murderous one, and that the death of 
deceased was partly attributed to the fall of 
deceased which was caused by the blow. 
With regard to the nature of the weapon used, 
Lord Kincairney (examining the poker) said 
the weapon was extremely heavy for its size, 
and was certainly a formidable weapon that 
might inflict great injury. He did not know how 
prisoner struck Mackinnon, whether with one 
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end or the other of the poker, but the blow 
must have been a more serious one that he 
intended. 

 In the circumstances of the case, he 
thought he was entitled to deal with accused’s 
case with great leniency. Of course, this 
was a serious case; accused had struck 
Mackinnon with a poker, with the result that 
death occurred. Prisoner himself had gone 
for a doctor after striking deceased, though 
he was unfortunately too late, and that was 
a circumstance in his favour. Looking to the 
circumstances, he did not think the crime 
was one which demanded a severe sentence. 
He there pronounced sentence of 18 months 
imprisonment.

 Counsel for prisoner – Mr C. E. Lippe, 
advocate instructed by Mr James Ross Smith, 
S.S.C., Edinburgh; Mr C. Downie Lumsden, 
advocate, Aberdeen; and Mr James Forsyth, 
solicitor, Inverness.’

 We have been requested to state, on 
behalf of Mrs Mackinnon, that there was no 
quarrel between her husband and herself on 
the night of his death. He did not assault her, 
and she did not ask Maclean to give him a 
thrashing. She was not in the house when 
her husband and Maclean had the quarrel 
which ended in the attack on her husband. 
The account of the quarrel between the men, 
as given by the advocated for the accused, 
was, Mrs Mackinnon says, incorrect in these 
particulars.’

A slightly contrasting report of the initial 
court proceedings had been reported in the 
Aberdeen Daily Journal on the 8 October 1903 
as follows: ‘High Court of Justiciary. Sitting in 
Aberdeen. Alleged Murder in Nairnshire. A 
sitting of the High Court of Justiciary was held 
in Aberdeen Sheriff Courthouse yesterday. 
Lord Kincairney was the presiding judge. His 
lordship drove in a cab to the Court-House, 
where the heralds, in their uniform of scarlet 
and gold, with their silver trumpets, together 
with two constables, were in waiting to receive 
him. A large crowd of people had assembled 
in Union Street to see the judge on his arrival.

There was no fanfare of trumpets, and 
Lord Kincairney walked quietly, and without 
any of the usual ceremony, along the Court-
House vestibule to his room in the court 
buildings, there to don his judicial vestments. 

Admission to the courtroom was strictly 
regulated, and apart from the gentlemen 
cited to serve as jurymen, there were 
comparatively few persons present. Mr R. 
L. Blackburn, advocate depute, was early in 
his place; as was also his assistant, Mr Alan 
Carnegie, advocate. The counsel were Mr 
Charles Lippe, formerly of Brander and Lippe, 
Aberdeen (who received congratulations from 
many old friends); Mr W. Mitchell, and Mr J. 
Ogilvie Kemp. Mr George A. Slight was clerk 
of court. Punctually at half-past ten o’clock 
the judge, preceded by the officer bearing the 
mace, entered the courtroom, his lordship’s 
entrance being heralded by a fanfare of 
trumpets. His lordship was accompanied 
by Rev. Andrew Brown, West Church; Lord 
Provost Walker, and Baillies Taggart, Glass, 
Esslemont, and George Brown. Mr Littlejohn, 
sheriff clerk; Mr Gordon, town clerk; Mr 
Robert Lamb, procurator-fiscal for the city; 
and Chief Constable Anderson were present. 
Rev. A. Brown opened the court with prayer.

The Croy Case. The first case called was 
that in which William McLaren was charged 
with Murder. Accused, guarded by two 
constables, was brought into court through 
the trap door leading from the cells below.’

 A statement on behalf of Christina 
McKinnon appeared in the Aberdeen Daily 
Journal 9 of October 1903 – ‘Letters to the 
Editor. The Nairnshire Tragedy. Sir, - We 
have been consulted by Widow Mackinnon 
with reference to certain of the statements 
made to the court on behalf of the accused 
on Wednesday, and in order that these 
allegations may be contradicted on her 
behalf. Our client therefore desires us to 
point out that the version of the lamentable 
circumstances as given to Lord Kincairney by 
the Crown is alone the correct one, namely 
– “That the prisoner and deceased began to 
quarrel between themselves. Mrs Mackinnon 
then left the room, and had been out of the 
room for half an hour when the blow was 
struck.” 

 Widow Mackinnon has had grief enough 
and to spare over the fatal result of the 
tragedy, and she only desires to emphasise 
that the allegation of there having been any 
dispute between her late husband and herself 
is absolutely and cruelly groundless.



07    www.highlandfamilyhistorysociety.org

 We accordingly ask you, in justice to our 
client, to be good enough to insert this letter 
of explanation in your columns to-morrow. 
– We are, etc. MacGillivray and Munro, 42 
Union Street, Inverness, 8 October, 1903.’

William MacLaren’s service papers 
on Find My Past (National Archives Ref. 
WO97/5428/174) indicate that he was born 
1878 in Berwick-on-Tweed, but I have been 
unable to find his birth listed on Free BMD 
or Familysearch. In his statement to police 
McLaren stated that he was a native of Sollas, 
North Uist; but I have been unable to find him 
here either.

His Army Papers indicate he enlisted as 
No.3839 in the 1st Cameron Highlanders at 
Inverness on 1 December 1896 where he 
stated he was 18 years and 8 months old with 
former occupation as Ploughman. Described 
at 5ft 9½in tall with auburn hair, blue eyes 
and Presbyterian by faith. Next of Kin stated 
as Catherine McLaren (Mother), Smithton, 
Culloden.

Service sheet shows he served at home 
until 27 March 1897, then was stationed at 
Gibraltar until 3 October 1897, stationed 
in Egypt till 2 March 1900, then in South 
Africa from 10 October 1902 returning home 
on 1 April 1903, he was discharged on 23 
October 1903 ‘in consequence of his having 
been convicted by civil power of culpable 
homicide’.  Served a total of 6 years and 327 
days in the Army.

Fought in the Nile Expedition of 1898 
taking part in the battles of Atbara and 
Khartoum, and in the South African War at 
the battles of Johannesburg, Diamond Hill 
and Wittburgh. For this he was awarded the 
Khedives Egyptian Sudan Medal with clasps 
“The Atbara” and “Khartoum”, The Queen’s 
Sudan Medal, The Queen’s South African 
Medal with clasps Johannesburg, Diamond 
Hill, Wittsburgh, Cape Colony and the King’s 
South African Medal & clasps 1902. Had also 
been awarded one good conduct badge in 
December 1898. Noted that he was convicted 
of fraudulent enlistment into the Scots Guards 
as Private 1390/05 and sentenced to 14 days 
imprisonment hard labour by civil powers 
on 21 November 1905, though location not 
stated. [In 1905 Scots Guards were stationed 
at the Tower and Chelsea, London]

 Not located in 1881 Census. In 1891 
Census at West Dalziel Farm, Parish of Petty, 
listed as Catherine B MacLaren, 48, Farm 
Servant Agricultural Labourer, born North Uist 
with son William B MacLaren, 11, Scholar, 
born England. 

 On the 4th February 1908 William McLaren 
went on trial at Aberdeen High Court (National 
Records of Scotland Ref. AD15/08/153 – 
Case No.1) for ‘Assault to Effusion of Blood 
with intent to Rob and previous conviction’. 
McLaren had assaulted a Miss Lydia Mary 
Clark (41) on the Nairn to Croy Road on 
Saturday 16 November 1907. It was noted 
by the Judge that McLaren in February 1906 
had been given two months hard labour 
for theft and in August 1907 three months 
imprisonment for theft by housebreaking. He 
was found guilty and sentenced to six years 
imprisonment. In the 1911 Census William is 
listed as being an inmate of Peterhead Prison, 
aged 31, occupation of Farm Labourer, 
born Berwick. Unknown what happened to 
MacLaren after he left Peterhead Prison.

 Overall it seems that whether it was 
the song that started the quarrel between 
Mackinnon and MacLaren and/or his wife, no 
statements of witness’s seem to have been 
read out in court or that the wife or MacLaren 
were questioned in court, which seemed to 
be over and done with very quickly. Both 
parties seem to have been both drunk, and by 
the wife’s statement Mackinnon believed that 
McLaren was having an affair with her, and 
that Mackinnon had lifted his hand to his wife, 
which seemed he was not unaccustomed to 
doing. 

 It was stated by the wife and in the second 
newspaper article that MacLaren was a 
cousin of the victim, but I yet have been 
unable to ascertain what the actual family 
connection was. Why was his death recorded 
by a neighbour and not his wife, and why no 
mention of the children who were witnesses, 
especially the son who said he saw McLaren 
strike his father first? That they both had 
served in the Army may have been the reason 
MacLaren was living with Mackinnon or was 
it because of the family connection, however 
whatever the reason it is unlikely we will ever 
know the true circumstances of the Croy 
Tragedy.
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John Cameron (centre) with his senior staff and office clerks, Traffic Division, Atbara, c. 1940.

The Search for Donald MacBean
Searches of the OPRs for Kiltarlity for 1750-

1790 found no births of a Donald MacBean 
in the parish, but there was an adult Donald 
MacBean, crofter and weaver, married 
to Margaret Fraser, living at Loneckheim/
Camault Muir in the parish, who had at least 
6 children, born between 1770 and 1781. 
We will refer to this Donald MacBean as 
Donald (Ki) to avoid confusion with Donald 
(Ch). There are no records of any MacBeans 
born in Kiltarlity before the birth of Donald 
(Ki)’s children, and none of his were named 
Donald. My brother’s late wife, Norma, traced 
her descent from Donald (Ki)’s second son, 
Robert.

As this seemed to have been the only 
MacBean family at the time in Kiltarlity 
with young children, we wondered if in fact 
Donald Ki) had a son Donald from a previous 
marriage somewhere else, or if Margaret 
Fraser was a widow with a son Donald from 
a previous marriage, whom Donald (Ki) had 
brought up as his own son. But we couldn’t 
find entries in the OPR’s, births, marriages or 
deaths, for Inverness-shire or even Scotland, 
which would support this theory. We then 
considered the possibility that Donald (Ch) 
had been an illegitimate child of either Donald 
(Ki) or his wife Margaret, although that should 
not have precluded his birth/baptism being 
recorded, albeit with the words ‘unlawful 

child’ beside the entry. When we visited the 
Highland Archive Centre in Inverness, we 
hoped to have a look at Kiltarlity Church’s 
records for the period, because couples were 
usually brought before the Kirk Session to 
be rebuked for ‘fornication’, the evidence for 
which was the arrival of an ‘unlawful’ child. 
But, unfortunately, the earliest surviving Kirk 
Session records for the parish date from 
1814, so there was no way of pursuing that 
line of enquiry.

The Highland Archive Centre had all sorts of 
interesting material, none of which progressed 
our search into the origins of Donald (Ch), but 
which gave useful background information 
about Kiltarlity and its history. The Kilmorack 
Heritage Association  has produced a number 
of publications, one of which – A History of 
the Parish of Kiltarlity vol. 3, part 1 – includes 
a partial tree of descendants of Donald 
(Ki), and also a list of the occupants of the 
crofts at Camault Muir in 1869. By that date, 
MacBeans were there in plentiful numbers, 
as is shown, too, by the mid-19th century 
census returns.  The volume also contains 
a copy of part of ‘George Brown’s Estate 
Map of circa 1800’, showing the location of 
some Loneckheim crofts and their named 
occupants. By comparing the map with a 
present day OS map, we worked out that the 
croft leased by Donald (Ki) was located on or 

A few years ago, my brother, David Bain and I began a search for information about 
our Bain forebears who, as far as we knew, all came from the Scottish Borders. As a 
starting point, we had a short document about our family history compiled by our father 
in the 1970’s, with such names, dates and places as he had been aware of. From many 
sources, including handwritten entries in an old family bible, gravestone inscriptions 
and, most importantly, from all the State registers and Old parish Records (OPRs) now 
available on the ‘Scotland’s People’ website, we discovered that over about four or 
five generations, the family name had been recorded in various forms – Bain, McBain, 
McBean, or MacBane – with, sometimes, an individual using more than one form of 
the name in the course of his or her life. Without too much difficulty, we were able to 
trace our family back to our 4x great grandfather, Donald MacBean, a roadman, who 
married Margaret Grant in Channelkirk, Berwickshire in 1788 and raised a family there 
of at least 9 children. But early census returns told us that Donald, whom we will refer 
to in these pages as Donald (Ch), had been born in around 1766, not in the Borders 
but in Kiltarlity, Inverness-shire. From notice-boards on several genealogy websites, 
we discovered a number of his descendants, dotted around the world, who were all 
trying to find out more about him
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The Search for Donald MacBean

very close to what is now the site of Highland 
Liliums garden centre.

Our next line of inquiry began with a look 
at the names of Donald (Ch)’s children. His 
eldest son was named John and his second-
eldest daughter was named Catherine. 
If Donald (Ch) and his wife followed the 
traditional Scottish naming pattern – and they 
certainly did in respect of his wife’s parents 
– this meant that Donald (Ch)’s parents were 
a John and Catherine MacBean. In trying 
to establish a descent from Margaret and 
Donald (Ki), we had maybe been barking up 
the wrong tree! A search of the OPR’s showed 
that a John MacBean, labourer, married a 
Katherine Dallas, living at Culduthel in the 
parish of Inverness, had a son Donald, born 
17/7/1765. This looked very promising, as 

regards both names and date 
of birth, but there was still no 
Kiltarlity connection. Donald 
was John and Katherine’s third 

son, the eldest having been named William, 
possibly after John’s own father. Donald (Ki) 
also named his first son William, possibly 
after his father, so were John and Donald (Ki) 
sons of the same William?

A search of the OPR’s found a William 
MacBean married to a Margaret Fraser in 
Inverness with at least 11 children, including 
a Donald and a John. Was this the link we 
were looking for? Close inspection, however, 
showed that the 11 children could not all be 
brothers and sisters – some dates of birth were 
only a few months apart. We went back to the 
OPRs, then, and discovered that, incredibly, 
there were two William MacBeans married 
to two Margaret Frasers!!! The first William, a 
mason, married Margaret Fraser in 1727, and 
the second William, a burndrawer, married 
another Margaret Fraser in 1736. Births of 
the children overlapped in time, so these 
were definitely two separate couples and not 
a re-marriage of either partner. William, the 
mason, was the father of a Donald, born 1728 
and William, the burndrawer, was the father 
of a John, born 1737. (There are records of at 
least three William MacBeans having fought 
on the Jacobite side at Culloden in 1746, 
but their family circumstances and fates are 
unknown.)

Following their marriage in 1760, John 

and Katherine MacBean had 3 sons in quick 
succession, William (1761), Alexander (1763) 
and Donald (1765). There was then a 10-year 
gap until Katherine junior was born in 1775, 
a gap which was most unusual at a time 
when children were born every 18 months to 
2 years. As yet, we don’t know the reasons 
for this gap – perhaps illness of one or other 
parent, perhaps John was in prison, or had 
enlisted in the British army to fight overseas 
(plenty of young men from formerly Jacobite 
families did this), but whatever the reason, 
we believe the family was in difficulties, one 
or other parent perhaps trying to cope with 
3 small children, and the decision was taken 
that Donald, the youngest child, should be 
handed over to the MacBeans of Kiltarlity, 
Donald (Ki) and Margaret, who were likely to 
have been relatives. As the years went by, and 
he grew towards manhood, young Donald 
always knew who his real parents were, but 
maybe, for want of better information, made 
the assumption that he had been born, 
not in Culduthel, but in Kiltarlity, as he told 
the census enumerator, 80 years later, in 
Channelkirk, Berwickshire.

Why did Donald MacBean leave Kiltarlity 
when he grew up? Out of lots of possibilities, 
a likely one was that all workable land round 
Kiltarlity had already been allocated, and 
with word going around of jobs available in 
the Borders on road improvement schemes, 
Donald just decided to head south and make 
a new life for himself. Or perhaps he was 
simply escaping from an older generation in 
mourning for the passing of the clan system 
with its loyalties and social structure.

All the dates and relationships given above 
are taken from OPRs on the Scotland’s 
People website and have been cross-
checked as far as possible for accuracy. The 
only speculation on our part is that Donald 
(Ch) was sent, as an infant, to be brought up 
by Donald (Ki). The traditional Scottish habit 
of naming one’s children, in a pre-set pattern, 
after members of previous generations, has 
provided suggestions of relationships in some 
cases, and corroboration of theories in others. 
(A copy of the naming pattern is attached.) 
While some parents seem to have named 
their 3rd sons and daughters after people 
whom they admired and respected, rather 
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than after themselves, they usually followed 
the pattern, at least in respect of their first 
2 sons and 2 daughters. It seems likely that 
Donald (Ki) named his 3rd son Simon (a Fraser 
name?), rather than after himself, because he 
already had a child in the household called 
Donald, so couldn’t use the name again – a 
break with tradition that the person recording 
Simon’s birth noticed, hence the reassurance 
that he was a ‘lawful child’. The OPRs are a 
vital source of information, with their spelling 
and handwriting sometimes proving quite 
a challenge, but they cannot be considered 
100% accurate or complete. Perhaps the 
surprising thing, considering literacy levels 
amongst the population, also the social and 
political upheavals of the time, is that records 
exist at all.

For me, our recent search for Donald 
MacBean has been a very interesting exercise. 
Born and raised in Edinburgh, I believe my 

brother and I are descended from John 
MacBean, Culduthel and Katherine, daughter 
of Alexander Dallas, gardener at Balloan 
House which lay between Culduthel and 
Milton of Leys, Inverness. My brother’s late 
wife, Norma, who hailed from Aberdeen, was 
descended from Donald MacBean, Kiltarlity. 
John and Donald MacBean were very likely 
related in some way – further research may 
uncover a link. Norma and David lived in 
Aberdeen for most of their married life, retiring 
to Milton of Leys, Inverness, 14 years ago, 
because they liked the area. Little did they 
know they were going home to ‘the land of 
their fathers’! They retired to a new house with 
a large garden, which they stocked almost 
entirely with trees and plants from Highland 
Liliums Garden Centre, plants nurtured on 
the moorland slopes above Kiltarlity that two 
Donald MacBeans had called home, 250 
years ago.

Traditional Scottish Naming Pattern
First-born Son Father’s father
Second-born Son Mother’s father
Third-born Son Father
Fourth-born Son Father’s eldest brother
Fifth-born Son Father’s 2nd eldest  brother, or Mother’s eldest brother
First-born Daughter Mother’s mother
Second-born Daughter Father’s mother
Third-born Daughter Mother
Fourth-born Daughter Mother’s eldest sister
Fifth-born Daughter Mother’s 2nd eldest sister, or Father’s eldest sister
Author: Marjorie Murray. Email: medbm@hotmail.com
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Dulmial is a village approximately 100 
miles south of Islamabad, in the Salt Range 
region of Punjab.  A century ago, the area 
was part of British India, which meant that its 
inhabitants were drawn into the Great War on 
the side of the Allies. A settlement steeped in 
military history, Dulmial sent 460 of its men 
to fight in the British Army, including two of 
my great grandfathers. The largest single 
participation of any village in South Asia. 
Nine gave their lives. In recognition of the 
significant military service and sacrifice, in 
1925 the British Government offered Dulmial 
an award of their choosing.  The man in 
charge of choosing was Captain Ghulam 
Mohammad Malik, the highest ranking and 
most decorated soldier of the village. The 
Captain was a man of great experience, 
having commenced his military life in the 
Derajet Mountain Battery and participated 
in Lord Robert’s famous march from Kabul 
to Kandahar in 1880. His photograph and 
achievements are documented in the book by 
Brig.Gen. Graham ’The History of the Indian 

Historic Scottish Cannon in Pakistan
 By Dr Irfan Malik

A nineteenth century Scottish cannon sits at the centre of a Pakistani 
village. Here we take a look at the fascinating story of the Dulmial Gun
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Mountain Artillery’ in 1957. A career soldier, 
he eschewed the British offers of land, 
money and water facilities, choosing instead 
to have Dulmial’s contribution recognised 
with the presentation of a cannon.

The British agreed to this selection and 
provided Dulmial with a twelve pounder. 
The cannon itself was made at Carron 
ironworks, in Falkirk, Scotland in 1816. Its 
stand was built in Cossipore Gun Foundry, 
India under the leadership of Captain A. 
Broome, in 1847. The gun was first collected 
from the First Punjab Regimental Centre in 
Jhelum, from where it was carried by train 
to Chakwal. There the gun was dismounted 
and loaded in a cart to be pulled by three 
pairs of oxen for the remaining 28 km. The 
roads were semi-mountainous and the 
passage was difficult. It would take the ox 
carts two weeks to cover the distance. From 
5 km out, at Choa Saiden Shah, the route 
became more difficult still and Dulmial had 
to dispatch five additional pairs of oxen to 
relieve the original six and complete the 
gun’s journey.

Safely in Dulmial, the gun was placed at 

the centre of the village and a photograph 
taken with the local commissioned officers. 
It remains there today, a reminder of the 
contribution that Dulmial made in the First 
World War.

Dulmial is now known within Pakistan as 
the ‘village with the gun’, but has been rather 
less well known in the UK. This is because 
little had been written or published about 
the village in English. I, in collaboration 
with Michael Noble, The Centre for Hidden 
Histories, University of Nottingham, have 
researched the First World War history of the 
village as it played such an impressive part 
during that period. Since that time, Dulmial 
has continued to produce many generations 
of high ranking, distinguished Army officers. 
It has been our intention to bring this ‘hidden 
history’ to a wider audience and help to 
share the reasons of just what a nineteenth 
century Scottish cannon is doing in the Salt 
Range region of Pakistan.

This year the Dulmial Village cannon 
celebrates its 200 year anniversary since it 
was constructed in Scotland in 1816.
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At the time of writing we have 83 people 
who ‘like’ (or follow) the page, and we have 
received several interesting contributions 
from members via the ‘Visitor Post’ function.  
At the last meeting we asked those present 
if they had used the Facebook page, and 
it seemed that less than half those present 
had done so.  So there is room to make 
progress!  Those who do use it have found 
lots of useful news and information, and 
the opportunity to ask questions and share 
photographs.

The two main things are [1] to set up 
your own Facebook account (if you do not 
already have one), and [2] to ‘Like’ the HFHS 
page.  

To do this, you open the HFHS page (https://
www.facebook.com/Highland-Family-
History-Society-1249575341742000/), 
then click on the ‘Like’ button on the left 
below the picture at the top of the page.  
In addition, let your cursor hover over the 
‘Like’ button, and make sure you click on 
the words ‘See first’, and ‘All on (All posts, 
Events, all live videos)’.  Remember that 

while you are free to ‘Like’ any individual 
posting, you must ‘Like’ the page itself to 
receive HFHS postings. 

One member has said that although she 
had ‘Liked’ the page, she has found that 
it does not automatically come up on her 
own Facebook page.  Even if you do what 
we advise, there is no absolute guarantee 
that this will happen because Facebook 
uses an algorithm to decide what each 
individual user sees.  The more you interact 
with the page, however, (especially if you 
‘Like’ items, submit comments or make 
visitor posts), the more likely you are to 
have success.  Facebook has its own Help 
function, and this should be used first, but if 
members tell us about particular problems 
we’ll see what we can do to help.  

To conclude:  it looks like our 
communications initiative has established a 
base, and in time we are confident that more 
and more people will use the Facebook 
page.  Make it your business to look at it 
regularly - at least fortnightly!

The Society’s Facebook Page
The HFHS Facebook Page was set up on 1st July 2016.  
Its objective is to provide members, and other interested 
people, with up-to-date information about the Society’s 
activities and general family history matters.  The 
second aim is to provide people with an opportunity to 
interact with the Society.  
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The Highlands have an ancient history 
which is not always fully understood. 
The Pictish symbol stones, known as the 
Tarbat stones, illustrate this (Figure 1). The 
importance of these stones to the people 
who made them is unclear but their placing 
was surely significant- they show that the link 
between people and place in the Highlands 
has always been strong. They were the 
subject of folklore which is recorded in the 
Ordnance Survey Name Books:

“Carragh an Tarbert: Applicable to a large 
standing stone 8 feet high inclining towards 
the east, on the side of the road a short 
distance north of Tarbert Farm house. The 
traditional account is that it was erected 
over the body as a monument to some Chief 
or man of great strength. The hilt of a sword 
and silver Scales (complete) were found 
on the beach near to the abovementioned 

stone.”1 
 The stones have 

stood in Tarbat for 
over a thousand years 
and the ability to find 
them on the site shows 
that it is possible to 
trace the history of the 
area before the usual 
sources we rely upon 
have started to appear. 
Furthermore, because 
of their prominence 
and endurance it is 
likely that anyone 
who lived in or around 
Tarbat would have 
known about them. 

Tarbat House, like the Pictish stones, 
takes its name from its location. Confusingly 
it has had two incarnations and prior to 
these versions, Milntown Castle stood 
on the site.2 To add further confusion it is 
not on the same site as the former Tarbat 
Castle which was further inland before it 
was demolished. The link between Tarbat 
Castle and the various Tarbat houses is the 
MacKenzie family who held the title Earl of 
Cromartie. The first Tarbat House was built 
in the 1650s and was replaced, although not 
on exactly the same site, in the 1780s. The 
new mansion was built by John MacKenzie, 
after he had the estates restored to him 
following their loss during the failed 1745 
rebellion. As the MacKenzie family lost and 
gained power, Tarbat House either crumbled 
or blossomed. This mansion has been 

Tarbat
. . . tracing Highland history on ScotlandsPlaces

ScotlandsPlaces is a website that gives you online access to records from the 
National Records of Scotland, the National Library of Scotland and Historic 
Environment Scotland. All of the records are linked by a common theme- 
they tell us something about Scotland’s places. Of course, in telling us about 
Scotland’s places we also learn about Scotland’s people, making it a great 
resource for family historians.

By Kim Beasley, ScotlandsPlaces Project Officer

Figure 1
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. . . tracing Highland history on ScotlandsPlaces

described as “the finest classical mansion 
in the Highlands” by Dr James Macaulay 
although it is also described as ‘austere’ 
elsewhere.3 Currently it is on the Buildings at 
Risk Register and it has suffered from arson 
and vandalism over the last fifty years.4 

 As well as providing pictorial evidence 
of Tarbat House it is also possible, through 
ScotlandsPlaces, to find information 
about its occupants and employees. The 
MacKenzies were an important family in the 
region and George MacKenzie was made 
Earl of Cromartie in 1703. John MacKenzie- 
who would have been an Earl had his family 
not been involved with the rebellion- can be 
found in the Female Servant Tax Rolls, as 
the master of a nursery maid, two chamber 
maids and a cook maid.5  It is even possible 
to find out information about the number of 
horses and dogs the MacKenzies owned, 
thanks to the Horse Tax Rolls and the Dog 

Tax Rolls. Captain Kenneth MacKenzie, 
owned four horses and paid three pounds, 
two shillings and six pence on 27th July 1794 
(Figure 2). Lewis MacKenzie owned one dog 
whilst John was lucky enough to own four 
(Figure 3). These dogs were not working 
dogs, as the Dog Tax only taxed animals 
that were pets, presumably to ensure that 
it targeted those wealthy enough to own an 
animal that didn’t have to work. 

Another prominent family in the area was 
the McLeods of Assynt who lived in Geanies 
House. From the records it is obvious that 
they were wealthy from the number of 
servants. In 1791 they had three children 
under the age of 14 working for them and 
two adult maids named Christian Davidson 
and Janet McWilliam.6  It is possible to find 
the names and particular duties of their 
male servants. Alexander Ross worked as 
a gardener, John Murray was a footman, 
Murdoch McDonald a groom and Hugh 
Clark was a postillion (Figure 4). Arguably 
the interest here lies in our ability to see the 
servants’ names- allowing those of us with Figure 2

Figure 3
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somewhat less prestigious backgrounds to 
also use these records and discovery the 
history of our ancestors.

Geanies House can be viewed on 
ScotlandsPlaces at various points through 
its history. There are drawings of it from 
the early nineteenth century, photographs 
of it throughout the twentieth century and 
even aerial views (Figure 5). These are all 
presented with a modern day map, so it is 
possible to understand exactly where it was 
located and the impact this might have had 
on those living and working there. These 
records show the changes to the house and 
area, allowing us to consider the impact 
upon our ancestors who lived there. 

It is possible to find both Geanies House 
and Tarbat House in the Ordnance Survey 
Name Books. These name books are an 
excellent resource that supply information 
about the place names and points of interest 
in an area and let us know who gave that 
information. Geanies House is described 
as a “small compact mansion” whereas 

Tarbat House is noted as “a large mansion 
occupying a commanding prospect on the 
north side of Nigg Bay” (Figure 6).7  Often, 
in the cases of houses, the information 
authority is the person that lived there or, 
more generally, was a person local to the 
area. These allow for a good understanding 
of a place and have recorded local 
knowledge which may have otherwise been 
lost. Place names can often be connected 
with inhabitants’ occupations, leisure time 
or folk stories. If you know someone lived in 
an area, whilst you may not find that person 
in the Name Books, it may be possible to 
find a description of where they lived. 

Through ScotlandsPlaces it is possible to 
get a fuller picture of our ancestor’s lives. We 
can see the things that they saw every day, 
find out where they worked and whether 
they were rich or poor. We can get a glimpse 
into local legends and the landscape that 
shaped lives. We can even find out whether 
they owned a pet dog! A major factor in 
being able to access these resources is the 
fact that the written records are transcribed. 
Transcriptions allow us to search the text 
which the computer wouldn’t otherwise 
be able to read. Currently only 20% of 
the Ross and Cromarty Ordnance Survey 
Name Books, which encompass Tarbat, 
have been transcribed, making it harder to 

find information about this area. If you are 
interested in these records, or any others, 
you could become a transcriber (simply 
sign-up via our website) and help us open 
up the history of the Highlands. 

Figure 4

Figure 6
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ScotlandsPlaces can be accessed at www.scotlandsplaces.gov.uk. Follow us on 
Twitter @scotlandsplaces and like our Facebook page for highlights from the site. For 
any enquiries please email enquiries@scotlandsplaces.gov.
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Strathdearn
Woodend is situated in Strathdearn about 
1 ½ miles from the Findhorn Bridge in the 
parish of Moy and Dalarossie. There was also 
a Woodend Farm at Moy but this article deals 
with Woodend in Dalarossie. 

in 1836 Strathdearn was regarded as 
perhaps the coldest district in Scotland and 
The greater part is composed of cold bleak 
hills. The inhabited bits were just narrow 
strips on each side of the Findhorn. However, 
the people were described as … generally 
of a hardy constitution, and remarkably well 
formed. (New Statistical Record 1836, Vol 9)

All in all, despite a slow development, and 
obviously a lack of material resources, Moy 
and Dalarossie does not come over as a 
bad place to have grown up in, for its time. 
However, the population declined, and from 
1821 to 1841 alone it was halved and went 
from 1813 inhabitants to 967 (According to 
some old census records the population 
was 1211 in 1821). The explanation, said the 
new Statistical Account: … must be wholly 
attributed to emigration (New Statistical 
Account 1845, Vol XIV, p 106). Why did 
people emigrate? Well, it did not appear to be 
a single reason for it. From the end of the 18th 
century rents had been increasing, there had 
been floods in the Findhorn causing damages 
and harvests had been ruined by frost. The 
latest serious flooding occurred in August 
1829 (Epperson 2002). But before that the 
Kirk Session of 22nd November 1821 noted 
that The frost has almost totally destroyed the 
Crop of the Country. However, the Statistical 
account also blamed the absentee landlords. 
In 1836, the parish had 11 landowners, most 
of them of the Mackintosh clan, and the only 
resident landlord was MacBean of Tomatin. 
So, absentee landlords were a problem then 

too. Rents were increased and of course, 
as many other places in Scotland, land was 
cleared of its people for the benefit of sheep 
farms. It is a well-known fact that this type 
of decline in population often turns into a 
vicious circle, which is difficult to break, 
and in 1881 Moy and Dalarossie only had 
822 inhabitants. For anybody who would 
like to read more about the emigration from 
Strathdearn I would recommend Amanda 
Epperson’s account, mentioned above 

Also the lack of extraction of lime was 
blamed on the absentee landlords. From the 
various Statistical Accounts and Gazetteers 
there does not appear to have been much 
use of lime until late 1850s and this was 
regarded as a serious drawback for further 
development. About 1860 and onwards 
great grannie in the family worked in the lime 
quarries at Kyllachy estate and made lime in 
the limekiln at Woodend.
Woodend
Woodend is one of the very few, if not the 
only, non-Gaelic place names in an area, 
which in the different accounts are described 
as being all Gaelic. My first thought was that 
the place is of a newer date, but according to 
the history of the place James Mackintosh, 
commonly called “ Woodend” got a small 
portion of Kellachie [Kyllachy] assigned to 
him in his youth (Gaelic Society of Inverness 
1895, p.108). He married in 1727, so Woodend 
was probably established as a farm around 
1720 – 1725. It is reasonable to think that the 
name Woodend came from its situation at 
one end of Kyllachy wood, and it is termed 
a township. The Scottish arrangement of 
split farms or joint tenancies were called 
townships and usually distinguished by 
prefixes like East-, West- etc. (Dodgshon 
1977 and Parman 1972). Woodend is part of 

Woodend in Strathdearn
By Ingvild Sigstad Begg

Writing about Woodend farm or township was not really in my mind until I 
started on a story about my mother-in-law, Margaret Begg, nee MacAskill 
(1918-2011). I then needed to find out more about Moy and Dalarossie and 
as Woodend was much talked about in the family I started digging. Hopefully 
this short summary might also be of interest to others
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the Kyllachy estate but in several old records 
it is also termed Woodend of Moril [now 
Morile], Moril being the neighbouring farm 
and also part of the Kyllachy estate. Today we 
have Easter Woodend (near Mid Morile) and 
Wester Woodend, but all the census records 
show only the one name: Woodend, with very 
little distinction as to which houses people 
lived in. What we do know is that many of the 
inhabited houses have disappeared. A note 
from RCAHMS (AKK) 3 July 1996 states: A 
township, comprising eleven roofed buildings, 
one unroofed building and five enclosures, 
and lime kiln are depicted on the 1st edition 
of the OS 6-inch map (Inverness-shire 1875, 
sheet xxxii). Six roofed buildings and one 
enclosure are shown on the current edition of 
the OS 1:10000 map (1974).
Tenancies
In 1778 two tenants are mentioned at 
Woodend: James Mackintosh and John 
MacPherson (Gaelic Society of Inverness 
1895, p. 111). This John MacPherson was a 
forefather of my mother-in-law, which means 
that a tenancy of the farm had probably been 
in the family at least since about 1750 and 
maybe since it was established. However, 
which James Mackintosh who was the other 
tenant I do not know. I think it is safe to say that 
people with the surname of Mackintosh were 
numerous. To add to the problems, we know 
that great great grannie was a Cattanach (also 
from Woodend) but she and her siblings were 
sometimes called Mackintosh and sometimes 
Cattanach. From a book about the Chief of 
Clan MacPherson I found this interesting 
quote: Sir T. Stewart MacPherson said: “My 
grandmother used to relate with mirth how 
on the Macintosh estates the Cattanachs 
were forced to call themselves Mackintosh (ie 
Mackintosh formerly Cattanach) (MacPherson 
1947, p.186-187). This also appears to be 
confirmed in some of the minutes of the 
Kirk Session. For instance, in November 
1760 it was stated: Elspet McKenzie with 
child to Donald McAndrew alias McIntosh, 
servant to the land. The only time Cattanach 
is mentioned on the census records for 
Woodend was in 1821. 

I admit that I have problems in getting the 
full grasp of the tenancy question. With the 
family being on the farm for such a long time 

I first believed that tenancies were inheritable. 
Then I found one newspaper advertisement 
from 1821 (Inverness Journal) and one 
from the Inverness Courier in 1854, both of 
them being eviction notices for farms under 
Kyllachy. In 1821 tenants from 21 farms 
received eviction notices. The adverts also 
gave the names of the present tenants. In 1821 
the following were mentioned at Woodend: 
Widow McQueen and James McQueen, 
Widow Cattanach and Subtenants, Donald 
MacPherson. In 1854 8 farms received 
eviction notices and at Woodend the tenants 
were William Mackintosh, John MacPherson 
and James McQueen. Why only 8 farms were 
up for eviction in 1854 might be because the 
time scale of the tacks varied. However, with 
the decline in population some of the other 
farms may have been abandoned through 
emigration, or the landlord could have created 
bigger units.  Of all the farms mentioned in 
1821, there are several that I have not come 
across when looking at old maps or reading 
about the area, for instance Breckerbeg, 
Breckermore and Gorstaneorn. But, maybe 
someone local will recognise names that 
have changed slightly over the years.

But, we were talking about the tenancies, 
and obviously they were advertised with 
irregular intervals so the fact that at least 
some families remained, means that they 
probably were able to renegotiate a renewal 
of their tack. If a family member inherited 
the tenancy, that would have needed to be 
specifically stated. One description of this 
is found in “Formulary of old Scots legal 
documents”: A tenant whose tack was for 19 
years (the commonest length) or less could 
not assign it to another person unless there 
was a specific clause permitting assignation 
(Donaldson/Gouldesbrough 1985, p 138).

Even when the term expiry was reached he 
had to go through the procedure for removing 
the tenant. Otherwise the tack would be held 
to continue for another year on the same 
terms …The Landlord had to issue a precept 
of warning, in terms of which the tenant was 
warned at least 40 days before the Whitsunday 
term when the tack ended (ibid, p 142).

In March 1860 Kyllachy estate was up for 
sale, and the Inverness Courier described 
Easter Kyllachy such:  
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III. EASTER KYLLACHY comprehending 
the FARMS of DELL, MORILEMORE, 
MIDMORILE, WOODEND, AUCHINTOUL, 
ANDACHY and CORRIEVORIE and extending 
to 2973 imperial Acres or thereby, in Parishes 
of Moy and Dalarossie.  The greater portion 
of this Lot is susceptible of immediate 
improvement, both in the Strath and Upland 
District. The soil is alluvial and bedded on 
limestone. The Upland District is purposely 
unlet, in order to give opportunity to a 
purchaser to grant improvement Leases for 
which there is a great demand in the district. 
It extends upwards of 2000 Acres, and at 
present bears no rent, being by permission, 
grazed in common by the farm tenants. 
Limestone abounds, and the quality of the 
Lime is unsurpassed, and is in great demand, 
there being no quarries within many miles. 
The Limestone might be advantageously let.

There is on the Estate considerable quantity 
of well-grown Larch. The river Findhorn is 
the southern boundary for upwards of four 
miles. The present Rental is £355 5s, and the 
Shootings are Let with the Shootings of Lot IV 
(Estate of Free) at £160. Feu-Duty, £17. 12s. 
9d. UPSET PRICE, £12,500.
The people at Woodend
So, who lived at Woodend over the years? 
There are not many early records, but a 
count was made in 1821 and again in 1831. 
On those two census records there was no 
mention of who the actual tenants were, just a 
list of names. I have gone by the assumption 
that first names only indicate children. If this 
is correct there were 14 adults and 7 children 
at Woodend in 1821, and of course, because 
of the eviction notice we know who the 
actual tenants were. The names mentioned 
were MacPherson, Mackintosh, McQueen 
and Cattanach (the four tenants), and then 
Davidson and McBean as additional names 
of people who lived there. In 1831 the number 
had increased to possibly 16 adults and 12 
children but only MacPherson, Mackintosh 
and McQueen were left of family names while 
the addition was McGillivray. However, it 
must be remembered that in the old days in 
Scotland it was usual for the wife to be called 
by her maiden name, so we also find an Ann 
Noble and Katherine Stuart who could have 
been wives or single people. 

I have not found many records that can tell 
me much about the people living in the area, 
but there are some sources: 

- The National Archive (series GD/176) 
gives for instance the tenants at Coignashee 
in 1728, which were Finlay Gow, Donald Gow 
and Donald Taroloch, but most of that series 
gives very little details about people. 

- In old Newspapers available on net (so 
there might be more to find) there is the usual 
local news, like A MacKintosh, Woodend 
who sold a lot of six-quarter-old Highlanders 
for £5 (1854); that James McQueen, also 
Woodend, was involved in administering road 
works in the glen in 1840ies and 1850ies; 
who subscribed to the Patriotic Funds (1855) 
and other news where name and residence 
are mentioned. Most of the newspapers were 
from 1840 to 1860

- The Kirk Session records (1742 – 1971) 
dealt with more personal matters: Until nearly 
the end of 1700 the Kirk Session appears to 
have been mainly concerned with upholding 
the morale of the area. Three examples: 

About John McPherson from the Croft of 
Corrievorrie. His wife was Marjory Fraser, 
and there were Concerns that they were out 
of their duty to one another on the Sabbath 
Day…” but the affair was not as bad as was 
represented to the session”. They both should 
be publicly rebuked before the congregation 
(1753). 

Another was Margaret McGillivray who 
was accused of “scandalizing” the spouse 
of John McPherson in Coignascalan to an 
unsufferable degree. She denied that she 
ever said anything that might give an offence 
to Mrs McPherson – but only being in passion 
and provoked by the said Mrs McPherson’s 
son by abusing her and calling her an 
Abandoned Creature… The son was also a 
John McPherson. What Mrs McGillivray had 
said, which was so upsetting was … and that 
his own mother would take men at home …. 
Mrs McGillivray was publicly rebuked (1756).

And the last one from Woodend: Beatrix 
Davidson who was Delated to the Session 
with child being Called, Compeared, and 
upon examination Judicially owned her being 
with child by John McQueen, a married 
man in Woodend whose servant she was 
since Martinmas last. Then the said John 
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McQueen being called, Compeared, and 
being Interrogated anent the same Absolutely 
refused being father to her Child or having 
ever any Carnal Dealings with the said Beatrix 
Davidson. – Upon which the Moderator and 
members of Session were at a great Deal of 
Pains with him, to Convince him of the folly 
refusing it, as there were strong Presumptions 
against him. The following week John 
McQueen had admitted his guilt with great 
grief and Concern for the same, and for his 
obstinacy in refusing it at the last Session 
(1749) It should be added that John McQueen 
was an Elder of the Kirk.

We learn quite a bit about several people, 
but mostly about matters concerning their 
moral behaviour. However, from about the 
end of 1700 morality appeared to be pushed 
into the background for the more pressing 
concerns of poverty. Every Session there 
were lists of people who received poor relief, 
and one or two at Woodend were included
Late 1800
Although we in 1901 find at least one of 
the tenants (McQueen) being related to the 
family, the direct line of tenants from our 
family stopped about 1876 - 1877. When 
the time for eviction came great grannie was 
said to be mad at Lord Kyllachy who thought 
her oldest son John was too young to run 
the farm. John was 11 at the time. His father 
had just died and John worked “on the line”, 
which also says something about children 
and work in those days. But neither did Lord 
Kyllachy think that Woodend could support 
four families, which is what it was divided into 
- so that was another reason for putting them 
out. If the census records are to go by (which 
I am not certain about), the number of tenants 
varied over the years from two tenants in 
1778 to five in 1871. In 1881, 1891 and 1901 
there was 2 tenants at Woodend, Lachlan 
McQueen and James MacKintosh. In about 
1919 a granduncle again took over a tenancy 
of Woodend and lived there for nearly 20 
years. This was John MacAskill who was too 
young to take over when his father died, and 
who swore that he one day would be back.
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New Members:
2713. Mr Ray Dundon – 
Dulwich, South Australia 5065.
2714. Mrs Joy Smyth – 
Invergordon, Ross-shire IV18 0LF.
2715. Mr Colin Wright – York Yorkshire YO24 3JB.
2716. Miss Susan Beckley – 
Pennar, Pembrokeshire SA72 6RE.
2717. Mrs Elizabeth Macdonald – 
Staffin, Isle of Skye IV51 9JS.
2718. Ms Leah Prescott – 
Arlington, Virginia 22206, U. S. A.
2719. Mr Sandy Wragg – 
Lairg, Sutherland IV27 4DN.
2720. Mr Stewart J. Fraser – 
Wolverhampton WV6 8AR.
2721. Ms Nancy E. Gordon – 
Hampton, Georgia 30228 U. S. A.
Changes to address etc:
0865. Mrs Cecilia Tyrrell – Carlisle CA3 9FJ.

1494. Mrs Jenny Mayhew – 
Inverness, Inverness-shire IV2 4XG.
2608. Mr Wesley Smith – 
Maclean, NSW 2463, Australia.
Resignations:
0222. Ms Sarah Jordan.  
0613. Mrs Joan Leggett.
1689. Mrs Mary J. Hutton.  
1795. Mrs Karin Thompson.
1824. Mr M. W. D. Northcott.  
1862. Mrs Irene Kulblik.
2030. Miss Ann Archibald.  
2125. Mr Mark Bloomfield.
2383. Mr & Mrs C. Liebenrood. 
2520. Mrs Sandra Duncan.
2677. Mr Alistair J. Grant.  
2708. Mrs Jenny Doyle.
Deaths:
1234 Mrs Sheila Munro  
1509. Mr Colin Skilton

23    www.highlandfamilyhistorysociety.org

Members’ details




