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The Chairman’s Column
As this edition of the Journal was being prepared for printing, the sad news came through 

of the death of Neil Murray on 30th July after a long illness.  Neil had been a long-standing 
member of the Society. He joined the committee as an ordinary member in 1986. He then 
served as Chairman for eight years from 1989 through to 1996. At that point it was agreed that 
the Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer would serve for a maximum of 3 years before having 
to be re-elected. Neil then served as Chairman for another three years between 1999 and 
2001. By then he was Vice-Chairman of SAFHS, and subsequently became their Chairman. 
After giving up that post Neil continued on the committee right up to the time of his demise. 
He had been retired for some years from his job as an educational administrator. Our thoughts 
go out to Mary and his family at this time. 

Waiting for summer to arrive seems to be an annual ritual, but, as this is now August, we 
are nearing the start of another season for the Society.  You will find with this Journal your 
membership card complete with details of the monthly talks which Hamish has arranged for 
us, and we look forward to meeting many of you at these events.  Another means of contact 
is Facebook, and you will read of details of the Society’s page in the Journal.  We are grateful 
for the advice and assistance of the staff at the Archive Centre in setting this up, and we hope 
that you will find benefit from this innovation.  

Sales of publications.
 Last year the Society sold 181 publications, whereas this year the total sold to date is a very 
disappointing 88. As you can see from the list you will find on pages 22 and 23 of this journal, 
we do have a superb range of publications for you to think about. It is surprising how many 
of our ancestors were members of the Free Church, perhaps even for only a short period, 
before returning to the Established Church. If you are unable to find the baptism of a known 
family member who was born between 1843 and 1854 in the IGI, why not have a look at the 
Free Church records that Stuart Farrell has transcribed for the parish your ancestors were 
known to inhabit.

Two new publications are being checked and indexed and should be available by the time 
the November journal comes out. They are both of monumental inscriptions. The graveyards 
in question are Badenscallie and a combination of Urray Old and Urray West. This latter 
publication covers the same burial grounds that Kilmorack Heritage Association recorded 
in 2005. On checking it was found that there were a few errors in recording some of the 
inscriptions. There have also been several additions to existing inscriptions, as well as new 
gravestones. 

 
Strays Index. 
The following clip was sent in by member Janet Smith. “I came across this intimation whilst 
searching old Hamilton Advertisers for Crawfordjohn news. Why it was in that paper, I’ve no 
idea, unless his ancestors were from Lanarkshire. Don’t know if it’s of interest.”

Hamilton Advertiser 14th December 1895
Death - LESLIE. Accidentally drowned at Preservation Inlet, Invercargill, on the 15th 
September, Thomas S B Leslie (a native of Ardclach, Nairnshire).
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THE MACKINTOSHES 

Captain Mackintosh quickly gained 
respect in the community.  He was elected 
to the Kendrick Masonic Lodge #26 in 1902 
and records show him as Justice of the 
Peace in November of 1902 and was such 
until his death according to other records.  
In 1903 he was the also the city clerk of 
Kendrick.  

On August 5, 1904 Captain Mackintosh 
was presiding over a case in the Justice 
Court – Kendrick Precinct – Latah County 
– State of Idaho when fire broke out in 
the town.  From the Latah County Docket 
book – entry of D B Mackintosh; “…Fred 
Holbrook was called and sworn on behalf 
of the defense and testified.  He was being 
cross examined when the call of Fire was 
given.  Court was at once adjourned.  An 
hour later the town of Kendrick was literly 
wiped out.  Books and papers town hall 
ends.  Everything else Burnt- This book with 
some papers was saved.  Done this 6 day of 
August 1904.”    /s/ D B Mackintosh Justice 
of the Peace.

 In 1907 he made a homestead in the 

former Nez Perce reservation land that 
was heavily forested with white pine 
trees.  The 1906 Homestead Act allowed 
homesteading in Federal Reserves without 
cost except the filing few which initiated a 
surge of into those virgin timberlands.  It 
was a non-secret that homesteaders were 
encouraged with the promise of timber 
companies to purchase said lands once 
homesteading requirements were satisfied. 
He was one of thirty or so who established 
homesteads in an area called Anoka, near 
the settlement of Dent, some 10 or so miles 
nearly due east of Kendrick in foothills of the 
Rocky Mountains.  (Today it is a 55 mile trip 
via Orofino, Idaho due to construction of the 
Dworshak Dam on the Clearwater River in 
1971.  The settlement of Dent was removed 
as it was flooded by the new Dworshak 
Lake created by the Dam).

Captain Mackintosh built two cabins on 
the 120 acre site and spent many months 
there establishing the homestead.  Wife 
Amelia stayed at their home in Kendrick as 
she was not able to travel over the rough 

. . . as descended from Captain Donald Bain Mackintosh

It may be argued that any span of time 
is pivotal in the scheme of history 
however the significance of some 
periods certainly may stand above 
others. It is this contention that I dub 
the Kendrick years a pivotal period 
in the saga of the descendants from 
Captain Donald Bain Mackintosh. 

[continued from previous journal]
In 1898 the Rev Hedges had obtained the ministry in the tiny town of Kendrick, Idaho and 
sister town of Juliaetta which was just a few miles away down the Potlatch River.  Captain 
Mackintosh left Montana and joined his wife, daughter, son-in-law and granddaughter in 
Kendrick and Daniel also came to Idaho but stopped first in Moscow, about 25 miles from 
Kendrick.  Initially Capt. and Mrs. Mackintosh lived with the Hedges family in the manse 
adjacent to the Presbyterian Church.  They later had a home on the hill above the town.
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wagon tracks into the mountainous area.  
That same summer of 1907 daughter Ella 
and children had moved back to Kendrick 
from Pocatello, Idaho where the Rev. Hedges 
had been assigned in October 1904.  They 
stayed with Grandmother Mackintosh at her 
home in Kendrick.

Daniel Mackintosh, having honed some 
talents in the newspaper business when 
he was in Neihart, Montana, was able to 
obtain the Kendrick Gazette newspaper 
with a partner, H. W. Weber,  in 1901 and 
became sole proprietor in 1903 when 
his partner moved to Washington.  Dan 
was elected President of the state press 
association in Boise in January of 1905 and 
re-elected again the following year. He was 
also chosen President of the Commercial 
Club in Kendrick and became a member 
of the Kendrick City Council in November 
1905. Dan also became a member of the 
Masonic Lodge in Kendrick where he would 
be a Lodge brother of his later to be actual 
brothers-in-law, the Lauterbachs.  On March 
27, 1908 Dan Mackintosh married Henrietta 
Lauterbach at the Mackintosh home in 
Kendrick.  The ceremony took place at 
six o’clock in the morning so the couple 
could board the morning train on the start 
of their honeymoon to Chicago.  The Rev 
Hedges and family, now living in Sunnyside, 
Washington, were in attendance for the 
ceremony over which Rev Hedges presided.

This same year Daniel Mackintosh was 
elected to the Idaho State Legislature for 
the 1909-1910 legislative session where 
he would serve in Boise, Idaho, the state 
capitol.   The broadening of his associations 
undoubtedly aided in his campaign.  It is 
left to wonder if the upcoming period of 
our grandfather’s time in Boise was a start 
or an impetus in the disintegration of his 
moral stability.  Rumors passed down from 
our father and uncle were that Daniel was 
involved with two or three powerful, and 
wealthy, members of the legislature.  This 
is what may have precipitated his eventual 
downfall in the Idaho community in trying to 
keep up with the wealth and power he did 

not possess.
As the final year of the first decade of the 

20th century began, so did the perpetuation 
of the Mackintosh name.  There were just 
46 stars on our country’s flag when on 
January 2, 1909 Donald Bain Mackintosh 
was born in Kendrick, Idaho.  Obviously 
named for his grandfather, our father would 
grow up during the fascinating age of the 
birth of the automobile, airplane, and atomic 
bomb.  From birth he was called by his 
middle name, Bain, something that would 
be repeated with his own grandson some 
87 years later.  

Shortly after the legislative session ended 
in March of 1909 the Mackintoshes returned 
to Kendrick.  In June, Dan sold his interest 
in the Kendrick Gazette to George Hancock 
who had established the Gazette Publishing 
Co.  On July 30, 1909, Mr. and Mrs. D T A 
Mackintosh and the Miss Leona Lauterbach, 
Mrs. Mackintosh’s sister, visited Captain 
Mackintosh at this homestead near Dent.  
This may have been the first that Captain 
Mackintosh saw his grandson and the 
date is interesting in as much as his great 
grandson, this narrative’s author, would be 
born on July 30, 29 years later.  

The holidays were over and Captain 
Mackintosh was at his homestead.   
On January 25, 1910 he was found in a 
state of apoplexy and on January 27th he 
sailed his final journey to the great oceans 
beyond.  Son Daniel was out of town, 
presumably at the Legislature, and the 
funeral was arranged for his return and 
the attendance of his daughter and son in 
law from Sunnyside, Washington.  Captain 
Donald Bain Mackintosh was buried in the 
Kendrick Cemetery on January 30, 1910.  
The Masonic Lodge and the B.P.O.E. (Elks 
Club of which son Daniel was a member) 
contributed to the service and provided 
flower garlands of great beauty.  

A short time later Amelia Mackintosh 
moved to Sunnyside, Washington to live 
with her daughter and son-in-law, the Rev 
Hedges.  She would live with them for the 
rest of her life as the Rev. Hedges traveled 
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upon the callings of family and faith.  Here 
let us recount our record of the Hedges 
family. 

James Addison Hedges
James Hedges came late for Christmas in 
1865, arriving on December 30th in Urbana, 
Ohio.  His father was of English heritage 
settling first in New Jersey and spreading 
westward into Virginia, Maryland, Kentucky 
and Ohio and some into New York and New 
England.  His mother’s people were of old 
Covenanter stock who migrated to the north 
of Ireland from Scotland and then to the 
United States, settling in Dauphin County, 
Pennsylvania.  

James was born on a farm near Urbana, 
one of ten children.  The family moved to 
Illinois when he was three.  His father died 
when he was just five years old and his 
mother left this earth only three years later.  
The family was separated and his mother’s 
sister took young James in and raised him 
with a strong Christian upbringing.  James 
attended public school and matriculated 
at Wittenberg College from which he 
graduated.  He then spent one year in 
the Hamma Divinity School of Wittenberg 
and then went to McCormick seminary 
from which he graduated in 1894.  It was 
shortly after this that he rode the Overland 
Passenger train of the Northern Pacific 
that dropped him off in the small town of 
Townsend, Montana.  From there he took 
a stagecoach to White Sulphur Springs 
to begin his vocation as a Presbyterian 
minister.  

By the time the Hedges family moved 
to Sunnyside, Washington in late 1907 the 
family had grown with the addition of Amelia 
Louise born 22 December 1899 in Kendrick, 
Idaho and Donald Addison born when the 
family was in Pocatello, Idaho on 3 June 1905.  
For the next several years the Hedges family 
would live in eastern Washington State with 
both girls attending the college in Pullman, 
Washington.  The Rev. Hedges attended 
ministries in Oakesdale, Othello and other 
small churches in Eastern Washington.  In 

1920 daughter Mary graduated from State 
College of Washington (now Washington 
State University) and daughter Amelia 
was offered a position at Stanford 
University where she could complete her 
undergraduate degree.  The Hedges again 
were on the move.  It was 1921.

Amelia Hedges graduated from Stanford 
and Donald, the youngest, went to Palo 
Alto High School.  Mary was an assistant 
to the Interpreter in the California Bureau of 
Immigration in San Francisco.

Mary married Russell Van Nest Black, an 
architect and they resided in Pennsylvania.  
They had no children.  Amelia never married 
but had a lifelong relationship with Barney 
Girden,   inventor of the snorkel and 
many other inventions.  They did not have 
children.  Donald went to the University of 
Michigan from which he earned a degree in 
architecture and he married Margaret Ricker 
in 1930.  In 1932 their daughter was born 
and she is the sole great grandchild from the 
Captain and Amelia’s daughter.  She is the 
namesake of her Aunt and resides on the 
east coast of the United States.  She married 
and has family in the eastern United States 
including several great grandchildren.  

The Rev. James Hedges died in 1937, 
Amelia (Clark) Mackintosh died in 1938, 
and Ella (Mackintosh) Hedges died in 1952.  
Mary (Hedges) Black died in 1952 also.  
Amelia Hedges died in an accident in New 
York in 1974 and Donald Hedges died at 
the age of 98 in 2003.  All have been laid 
to rest in the Thompson Memorial Cemetery 
in New Hope, Bucks County, Pennsylvania.

Daniel T. A. Mackintosh (continued)
Dan moved his family to Moscow, Idaho 
in 1911 under somewhat of a cloud when 
a shortage of funds occurred at the local 
bank.  Daniel Mackintosh was believed 
to have had access to the bank in some 
capacity however the cashier, who was 
the accused, was acquitted and nothing 
came against Dan.  In Moscow the family 
moved into a large home in a very nice 
section of the city.  Dan continued selling 
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real estate and insurance, the two areas 
he pursued after selling the newspaper 
in Kendrick.  In September of 1912, John 
Almon Mackintosh was born.  He would be 
known throughout his life as Uncle Jack to 
his brother’s children, this historian and his 
sister.  

Dan was elected Secretary of the 
Moscow Elks Club on March 16, 1914.  In 
that period of time it was a very prestigious 
membership and Dan had been a member 
for more than seven years.  But something 
was awry.  Dan Mackintosh submitted his 
resignation on June 13th, not quite three 
months after his election as Secretary.  
The sudden resignation coincided with 
the family moving to Neihart, Montana 
shortly thereafter.  A year later, minutes 
of the Moscow Elks Lodge show that Mr. 
Mackintosh was accused of embezzlement 
during his period of Secretary.  He was 
judged before a trial forum of Elks members 
and found guilty.  He was expelled from Elks 
Lodge #249 in July on 1915.

And it came to be that Daniel T. A. 
Mackintosh would leave Idaho and retreat 
to Montana, only to finally complete his fall 
from the pinnacle of success to the depths 
of failure.

In the town where Captain Mackintosh 
was once known as the “Silver King”, Daniel 
hoped to regain his fortunes.  Ostensibly 
Capt. Mackintosh had left some mine 
property to Daniel and Daniel had perhaps 
thought this would be his way to financial 
recovery.  However silver was still depressed 
and only the largest, best financed lodes 
produced.  The Mackintosh family initially 
lived in a shack of ship lap lumber up half the 
sides and canvas the rest of the way and for 
the roof.  Daniel took to gambling and failed 
to provide family support. Within a short 
period of a couple of years Daniel’s wife 
moved out of their shack with the two boys, 
taking in laundry and sewing to feed her 
family.  She also had help from her brothers 
who visited on occasion.  About 1916 Retta, 
(short for Henrietta) and her two sons left 
Neihart and traveled to Rainbow Dam on the 

Missouri River, an outlying area some three 
miles out of Great Falls, Montana.  Retta 
divorced Daniel.  She went to work in the 
army encampment at Rainbow Dam as a 
cook and sent older son Bain (grandson of 
Captain Mackintosh) to live with her brother 
in Kennewick, Washington as there was no 
school for him in the area.

While working at the camp she met a 
druggist who was selling war bonds and she 
married William O’Driscoll on 31st of March, 
1918.  Retta and Will O’Driscoll were both 
just 29 years of age.  Sometime later the 
family moved north to Havre, Montana and 
as they got off the train Bain was waiting 
for them in the railway station.  He had not 
seen his Mother nor brother for over a year, 
perhaps closer to two years.  In all his life 
Bain never did relate his experience with his 
uncle in Washington, however we surmise 
if was not the best of times for a young 
boy to be away from his mother, father and 
brother.  Our Uncle Jack said it was the 
most emotion he ever saw from his brother 
when they were reunited.

Mackintoshes in Washington State
The family eventually moved to Seattle, 

Washington where O’Driscoll had family.  
Bain and his brother Jack attended grade 
school and then Queen Anne high school in 
Seattle.  

As mentioned in the preface to this 
narrative, Bain and Jack were contacted 
with regards to a possible link to the 
families of Mackintosh (or perhaps Chattan) 
chieftains.  They did not respond either 
due to disinterest or lack of funds to 
provide whatever information may have 
been requested.  (The year 1938 clings to 
memories of Jack’s wife, Bernice, however 
that may just be the year that Alfred Donald 
Mackintosh died, creating a vacuum 
for the title).  Regardless of the decade, 
1930s or 1940s, neither Bain nor Jack had 
financial independence then.  But the tale is 
interesting and has stimulated research that 
continues to this day.

In the late 1930s Bain met a young lady 
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John Cameron (centre) with his senior staff and office clerks, Traffic Division, Atbara, c. 1940.

from North Dakota who had come west 
with one of her sisters.  Luella Mildred Huso 
and Donald Bain Mackintosh married on 
February 6, 1937 in Seattle, Washington.  A 
while later he went to work for the American 
Automobile Company, a Chrysler/Plymouth 
auto dealership in Seattle.  It later became 
Stan Sayres Chrysler/Plymouth. The owner, 
Mr. Sayres, raced Unlimited Class boats 
named the Slo-mo-shuns, capturing several 
of the most prestigious races in the United 
States including the Gold Cup and also set 
world records for speed on the water in the 
early 1950s.

Uncle Jack and the Cousins
John A Mackintosh married Bernice 
Marlowe in May of 1939 and continued to 
make their home in Seattle.  Three children 
blessed this marriage, beginning with Bonnie 
in 1943, John Bruce in 1946 and Linda in 
1948.  Neither of the girls had offspring 
thereby ending of the parental lines for 
them. Bruce, with wife Candace Shopbell, 
had a daughter.  The daughter has married 
and also produced a son and he has some 
familial connection with his middle name of 
Bain.  All are living in the greater Seattle area 
of Washington State.

Donald Bain Mackintosh II and Laurel 
Jean Mackintosh

On July 30, 1938, this chronicler, the 
third iteration of Donald Bain, in this line of 
Mackintoshes, was born with his mother 
Luella naming him Donald Bain Mackintosh 
II.  She didn’t know at the time that her 
husband’s grandfather was also Donald 
Bain making her son actually the third.  
Some twenty months later a daughter was 
born on March 22, 1940 and named Laurel 
Jean.  Herein is the first deviation from 
including some family name.  Neither Laurel 
nor Jean appear in the near relatives of the 
maternal Huso families nor in the paternal 
side.

Laurel married Thomas Albert Mindt in 
1960 and they produced three sons. These 
are three of the great great grandsons of 

the Captain, Brian Kendal, Bruce Allen, 
and Alexander Thomas Mindt. Again there 
was little familial connection to the names 
of their three sons with the exception of the 
third, Alexander Thomas Mindt.  Thomas 
of course for his father and the Alexander 
was more because they liked the strong 
name rather than reference to their great 
grandfather Daniel Thomas Alexander 
Mackintosh.  All three are married with 
families.

This historian waited some time before 
entering the state of matrimony.  After 
graduating from high school and a brief fling 
in California, he matriculated at the University 
of Washington.  Working and schooling for 
three years, he decided to reduce his school 
hours a bit.  Unfortunately the Soviet Union 
decided to escalate the unease in Germany 
causing the Berlin crises of 1961.  Due to 
this he received a brown manila envelope 
with a letter that started, “Greetings.  Your 
friends and neighbors have selected you to 
serve in the army of the United States…..”  
And on August 25, 1961 he became Private 
Donald B. Mackintosh, U S Army.

After serving his two years of military 
service, he returned to Seattle and spent 
the next eight years or so working first for 
Westinghouse Credit Corporation and then 
Faberge’.  In 1971 he felt the need to get 
away and try new things in my life.  Deciding 
to go into the South Pacific, he embarked 
on a flight to Hawaii.    

In 1986 Donald B. Mackintosh II married 
Lois Yoshimoto.  They have three children; 
Melissa is the oldest followed by Charlie and 
the youngest is Bain (that is, Donald Bain 
Mackintosh III).  They reside on the island of 
Oahu in Hawaii with the exception of Bain 
who is an engineer with the Boeing Airplane 
Company in Everett, Washington State.  

So, dear reader, the legacy of Captain 
Mackintosh, as well as his namesake, 
continues.   And also continuing is the search 
for his forbearers, the parents of Alexander 
Mackintosh and Marjory McDonald and our 
place in Highland history.  
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The Aberdeen Journal of 4 September 
1805 reported the following marriage, which 
I assume from the details it gives was the 
Robert Cumming at Tombain in 1773: “On 
the 8th instant [August] Robert Cumming, 
Tombain, Strathspey, aged 90 to Janet 
Shaw, about 30. No part of the country 
affords stronger proofs of the salubrity of 
the climate discovered in the longevity 
of the inhabitants, than Strathspey. The 
present is a very striking instance. As early 
as the year forty-five [1745] the bridegroom 
carried arms under the royal standard. He 
has ever since been and is still employed 
in the most laborious occupation; and so 
vigorous is his constitution that on the day 
of his marriage, being disappointed at not 
finding the clergyman at home for want 
of previous notice, he followed him with 
his bride to the place where he was, and 
altogether walked between 30 and 40 miles, 
without any apparent fatigue.”

I have found full or edited versions of this 
notice in the Carlisle Journal, Newcastle 
Courant and the Norfolk Chronicle.

I am unable to trace this marriage in 
the OPR but evidence of his ‘vigorous 
constitution’ is given by an entry in the 
Cromdale parish register: “Robert Cumming 
Tombain aged 92 years had by his spouse 
Janet Shaw a child born 23 April 1806 
named Ann.” She seems to have been the 
only child of the marriage.

His death gave opportunity for another 
fulsome tribute. The Aberdeen Journal 
reported on 27th March 1816: “Died at 

Tombain, Strathspey, on 22nd January 
[1816], at the advanced age of 103, 
ROBERT CUMMING, a sober, honest, and 
industrious man. He retained his mental 
faculties entire, and a considerable portion 
of his bodily strength, with good health, till 
within a few weeks of his death. So hale 
was his constitution, that, until considerably 
beyond the age of 90 years, he earned his 
bread by the most laborious employments; 
he married a second time at 95, and his 
declining years were rendered comfortable 
by a pension from Lord Seafield.” 

His wife did not remain a widow long. The 
Duthil and Rothiemurchus parish register 
records: “John Grant in Deshar and Janet 
Cumming from the parish of Cromdale were 
married the 27th February 1817.”

The interest in this for me is that 
while these events were happening my 
3xGreatgrandfather, Peter Cumming, 
was living at Tombain, with the OPR 
recording his fathering seven children 
from 1794 to 1811. On his death in 1847 
his gravestone in Cromdale churchyard 
recorded him as ‘late tacksman Tambain 
(sic) … aged 84’. Descendants of Peter 
Cumming lived at Tombain until at least 
1953 (from the 1870s recorded as Wester 
Tombain). He was obviously related to the 
long-lived Robert but as he was at least 48 
years his junior was he son or grandson? I 
can find no evidence.

Can any reader shed more light on this 
remarkable character?

A REMARKABLE CHARACTER – 
ROBERT CUMMING OF TOMBAIN

Bruce B Bishop’s The Lands and People of Moray Part 37 records all 
the landholders in the parish of Cromdale, Advie and Inverallan in 1773 
following Sir James Grant’s recent construction of ‘the new planed 
town’ of Grantown and improvements to many of the agricultural 
settlements in the parish. Among them Robert Cumming is shown as 
“Tenant in Tombain”.

By Christopher Thomas, member no. 2556
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THE CROY TRAGEDY
There occurred on 29 August 
1903 a case of murder at Croy 
when William MacLaren, an Army 
Reservist, killed Alexander Harper 
Mackinnon, Farm Servant.

The incident was reported in The Inverness 
Courier of 1 September 1903 as follows: ‘A 
Nairnshire Tragedy. Farm Servant Charged 
With Murder. Alexander Harper Mackinnon, 
a farm labourer, residing at Cantraydown 
Cottages, Croy, died on Saturday afternoon 
under circumstances which have caused 
the Nairnshire Police to arrest on a charge 
of murder a labourer, William Maclaren, 
who was Mackinnon’s cousin, and lived 
with him. Maclaren was yesterday brought 
before Hon. Sheriff-Substitute Lightbody at 
Nairn and emitted a declaration.

 It is stated that on Saturday Mackinnon 
came to Inverness to meet some Glasgow 
friends and returned to Culloden Moor 
Station by the evening train, having in his 
possession a large bottle and two gill bottles 
of whisky. On his way from the station he 
met his cousin, Maclaren, and the two men 
are reported to have been on good terms as 
they proceeded homewards. Mackinnon is 
said to have treated his cousin on several 
occasions to a drink. On arrival at their 
home both men were, it is alleged, under 
the influence of liquor. After supper there 
seems to have been a difference between 
Mackinnon and his wife, and she went 
outside, but later on, hearing the screams of 
her son, she returned to the house, the boy 
calling out that his father was dead. Maclaren 
said, “No, no.” At the door Mrs Mackinnon 
spoke to Maclaren, and said, “You surely 
have done him no harm?” Maclaren replied, 
“I have done him no harm. He will be all 
right in a minute or two.” On entering the 
room Mrs Mackinnon found her husband 
lying unconscious in a pool of blood on the 
floor. With the assistance of Maclaren she 
placed the injured man on the bed. Finding 

that nothing could be done for her husband, 
she sent Maclaren for medical assistance. 
He proceeded to Inverness, a distance of 
ten miles, and called on Dr Macfadyen, who, 
on hearing the case, advised Maclaren to 
report it to the County Police. On this being 
done by Maclaren, the police informed the 
Nairnshire authorities regarding the affair.

 In the interval Mackinnon had expired, and 
Mrs Mackinnon informed Mr Smith, farmer, 
Cantraydown. He immediately apprised 
the Nairnshire police, and Constable Neil, 
Cawdor, proceeded to the house, and 
also notified the authorities in Nairn. Mr 
Lamb, Procurator-Fiscal, Dr Sclanders and 
Sergeant Robertson were early on the scene 
and investigated the circumstances, with 
the result that Maclaren, who had returned 
from Inverness, was arrested and brought to 
Nairn on Sunday.

 Yesterday afternoon Maclaren appeared 
before Honorary Sheriff Lightbody. The 
charge preferred against him was – “That 
he did on the 29th August within the 
dwelling house at Cantraydown Cottages, 
in the parish of Croy and county of Nairn, 
occupied by Alexander Harper Mackinnon, 
and did beat him, and did murder him.” 
Accused, who is a tall, strong fellow, of quiet 
demeanour, did not seem to appreciate the 
gravity of his position. He was represented 
by Mr Alex Bain, solicitor. After emitting 
a declaration, he was remitted to prison 
pending further enquiries. In the course 
of the evening he was conveyed to the 
Inverness Prison.

 A post mortem examination of the remains 
was conducted yesterday by Dr Sclanders 
and Dr Bremner, Nairn. It is understood that 
they found bruises on the head and body, 
thought to have been caused by a blunt 
instrument, and also that the unfortunate 
man’s neck had been dislocated. Dr Wilson, 
Nairn, was present at the post mortem 
examination on behalf of Maclaren.

 Maclaren, the accused, has lived with 

By Stuart Farrell
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Mackinnon since April. He served in South 
Africa with the 1st Battalion Cameron 
Highlanders for two and a half years, and 
had previously been in the Soudan. He is 
24 years of age. Deceased was a native of 
Darnaway, and is survived by a widow and 
five children.’

His wife, Christina Cross or McKinnon’s 
statement gave the following information: ‘I 
am the widow of the late Alexander Harper 
McKinnon, Farm servant, who resided at 
Cantraydown Cottages, in the Parish of Croy 
and County of Nairn. He came to the Farm 
of Cantraydown tenanted by Alexander 
Smith, Farmer, and my husband entered 
his service at the last term of Whitsunday. 
Before that my husband had been in the 
service of Hugh F. Rose proprietor of Holme 
Rose, at the home farm of Holme Rose. 
At about 11 am on Saturday 29th inst, my 
husband came home to his dinner and 
appeared to be in a bad temper. I asked him 
what was wrong with him and he told me to 
go to hell. He then went back to the farm 
of Cantraydown saying he was going to see 
the Master as he wanted to go to Inverness 
to buy boots. He came back to the house 
about 12 noon and said he was going to 
Inverness to have a good spree to himself. 
He told me he had got £2 from his Master 
and before leaving the house he gave me 
£1. I told him I did not think he should go 
to Inverness and that I would tell his Master 
Mr Smith not to let him go. My husband 
then threatened to strike me and was 
prevented from doing this by the Accused 
William McLaren. About three weeks before 
we left Holme Rose the accused William 
McLaren who is a Reservist came to live 
with us and has stayed with us ever since. 
He was a relation of my husband I think but 
I do not know what the relationship was. 
About 12.30 my husband left the house, 
accompanied by son Alexander Paterson 
McKinnon aged 13 years and my daughter 
Chrissie Cross McKinnon, aged 11 years, 
to catch the 1 pm train at Culloden Moor 
Station. The Accused William McLaren was 
about the place the whole afternoon. About 
8 pm my girl and boy came home and told 

me that my husband was coming along the 
road with the Accused William McLaren 
and that my husband was drunk. I went to 
look for them and walked along the Public 
Road to meet them. My husband was very 
drunk and was being assisted home by the 
Accused William McLaren. McLaren asked 
my husband if he was not going to give him 
a mouthful of whisky after taking him home. 
My husband replied “Not to a damned tinker 
like you.” My husband however produced a 
quart bottle of whisky and he and McLaren 
were drinking it at the roadside. I went 
away and left them and after making some 
purchases from a travelling grocer’s cart I 
went into the house to prepare supper for 
them. About nine o’clock my husband and 
McLaren came into the house. My husband 
was still very drunk and McLaren was under 
the influence of drink too. McLaren said to 
me “the old devil is on for a row” and that 
we would need to be nice to him, meaning 
my husband. They sat down to their supper 
which they both took; but my husband was 
nasty and swearing at both McLaren and 
myself. After supper they finished between 
them the whisky that was in the quart bottle. 
I also saw my husband put two empty gill 
bottles upon the table. After they had drunk 
this whisky the Accused McLaren got very 
much the worse of drink. My husband and 
the Accused began to sing songs. After 
they had been singing for some time my 
husband lay down on the bed in the kitchen. 
The Accused McLaren then sang a song 
and this seemed to annoy my husband who 
rose and began to quarrel with him. I said 
they should not quarrel over a song and 
my husband caught me by the throat and 
scratched my chin. I got afraid and went 
out of the house. This would be about half 
past nine o’clock. About ten o’clock I heard 
my boy the witness Alexander Paterson 
McKinnon crying and he came to me and 
said that McLaren was at his father, and that 
the latter was lying on the floor. I screamed 
and ran to my door to get in. I was met in the 
door by the Accused McLaren who caught 
me and pushed me out and told me to stop 
outside. He told me that if I went into my 



12   www.highlandfamilyhistorysociety.org

house my husband would “finish” me. I 
said I would not stop out of the house and 
I would need to go into the house because 
he had been at my husband. He told me 
that he had pushed my husband and that 
the latter had fallen and was bleeding. 
He said I would get a fist if I went in and 
that he would lift my husband on to the 
bed and that I could come in then. I went 
in with him, into the house, McLaren went 
into the kitchen and I followed him. I saw 
my husband lying at the fireside with a pool 
of blood under his head. I said to McLaren 
“You were at my husband Willie and you 
have killed him.” He said “Don’t say that” 
When he said that he had a pocket knife, 
which was closed, in his hand. I took hold 
of my husband to lift him on to the bed and 
the Accused McLaren helped me. I noticed 
that my husband’s face was covered with 
blood and the blood was pouring from 
his ears. I tried to get him to speak but he 
seemed quite unconscious. When I found 
my husband lying I felt his pulse beating; 
but I knew from his appearance that he was 
dying. I asked McLaren to go to Inverness 
for a Doctor and told my boy Alexander to 
go with him. When the Accused McLaren 
met me at the door and tried to prevent 
my getting into the house he seemed to 
be mad with drink. Every time the Accused 
McLaren drew his money he used to go on 
the spree and when he got in that state he 
would get quite mad and silly and did not 
appear to know what he was doing. He 
would run out of the house naked when he 
had drink and behave very strangely. When 
he was not in drink he was a quiet and nice 
fellow. When I asked the Accused McLaren 
to go for the Doctor he said he did not think 
there was any use as my husband was only 
in a drunken fit but afterwards he said he 
thought my husband was dead and that he 
had better go for the Doctor. The Accused 
and the witness, my son Alexander, left for 
Inverness about eleven o’clock. The kettle 
was on the fender in the kitchen and it was 
upset and after the Accused McLaren left 
I cleaned up the blood from the floor and 
dried up the water. When my husband was 

drunk he often used to say to me that I was 
with child to McLaren. He said this as least 
three times. He said this once when McLaren 
was present and McLaren said he was mad. 
My husband was about 45 years of age his 
father’s name was Peter McKinnon, who 
was a Sawmiller at Darnaway, in the County 
of Elgin and his mother’s name was Annie 
Bain. The Accused McLaren and my boy 
came home from Inverness about 11 am on 
Sunday 30th inst. When the Accused came 
into the house he told me that he had made a 
wrong statement to the Police in Inverness. 
He said that he had told them he was out 
cutting sticks and that he heard some of the 
children crying and had gone into the house 
and found that my husband had fallen out 
of the bed and got hurt. He also said that 
he had made my son the witness Alexander 
McKinnon say the same. I told the Accused 
McLaren as he came back from Inverness 
that my boy had told me that he taken the 
poker to my husband., He said to me that 
my husband had the poker in his hand and 
that when they were fighting he had taken 
the poker from him.’

Alexander Harper Mackinnon was born 
c1850 at Maviston in the Parish of Auldearn, 
not located in the OPR, possibly registered 
with the Free Church whose register for this 
period does not survive. The son of Peter 
Mackinnon (Born Tain 6 April 1804 baptised 
9 April 1804, to Peter McKennon & Christy 
McLeod, died at Golford, Auldearn 13 May 
1861) & Anne MacBean (Given as Bain in 
some later documents) (Born at Inverness 
to George MacBean and Helen Robertson, 
baptised 28 August 1812, died at Hillhead 
of Golford, Auldearn 21 January 1886) who 
had married at Inverness on 21 January 
1839 where it was stated he was a Labourer 
at Green of Muirton, and her address was 
given as the same. Their children were: 
Helen born 25 December 1839 at the 
Sawmill of Kilravock, baptised 13 January 
1840 at Croy; John born c1843, Croy and 
Margaret born c1843, Croy, possibly twins, 
not located in the OPR, possibly registered 
with the Free Church whose register for this 
period does not survive; Peter Aeneas born 
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20 July 1844 at Abbey Street, Inverness, 
baptised 31 August 1844 at Inverness; and 
William born c1848, Golford, Auldearn, not 
located in the OPR, possibly registered 
with the Free Church whose register for 
this period does not survive (He was the 
informant of his mother’s death in 1886).

 In the 1841 Census his parents were at 
Milltown, Croy where his father’s occupation 
is given as Sawyer, aged 30, his wife Ann 
as aged 25 and Hellen aged 1. The 1851 
Census finds the family resident at East 
Golford, Auldearn, where his father is listed 
as a Labourer, aged 42, wife Ann, aged 34, 
born Inverness, Helen, aged 11, Scholar, 
John, aged 8, Scholar, Margaret, aged 8, 
Scholar, Peter, aged 6, William, aged 3 and 
Alexander, aged 1. By the 1861 Census 
they are now resident at Wester Golford, 
Auldearn with Alexander being the only 
child still at home, listed as aged 10, scholar. 
The 1871 Census found Alexander listed as 
Soldier, unmarried, aged 20 as a Private in 
the 93rd Highlanders, born Auldearn in St. 
Nicholas Parish, Aberdeen. Records in the 
National Archives (WO12/9451) indicate 
his service number as 1473 stationed at 
Aberdeen, however his discharge papers 
have not survived. The 93rd Highlanders in 
May 1871 went to Edinburgh Castle, in 1873 
to Aldershot, in 1874 to Shorncliffe, in 1876 
to Dublin, in 1877 to Curragh, Ireland and in 
1879 to Gibraltar. The 1881 Census shows 
Alexander at 17 Wilson Street, Nairn, aged 
29, with occupation stated as First Class 
Army Reserve (Boarder), born Auldearn. 

 Alexander first married a Margaret Ross 
on the 5 August 1881 at the Free Church 
of Scotland, Nairn where Alexander’s 
occupation was given as Stone-Quarrier 
(bachelor) aged 27 of 14 Wilson Street, Nairn, 
whilst Margaret’s occupation was given as 
General Domestic Servant, aged 24, also 
of 14 Wilson Street, Nairn. Parents were 
given as Peter McKinnon, General Labourer 
(deceased) with wife of Ann McBean and 
Frederick Ross, Mason (Journeyman) 
(deceased) [Died 12 September 1861] and 
Margaret Fraser (deceased). Margaret died 
on the 28 October 1882 at 14 Wilson Street, 

Nairn of pernicious anaemia of 5 months.
 He secondly married Christina Cross on 

19 October 1883 at Newlands of Moyness, 
Auldearn, after Banns had been read in the 
Church of Scotland. Alexander’s occupation 
was given as Stone-Quarrier (widower) 
aged 31, with Christina Cross, aged 21, 
occupation stated as Domestic Servant. 
Alexander’s address is given as Hillhead 
of Golford, Auldearn whilst Christina’s was 
given as Newlands of Moyness, Auldearn. 
Parents were given as Peter McKinnon, 
General Labourer (deceased) with wife of 
Ann Bain and Hector Cross (deceased) and 
wife of Christina McKenzie.

The 1891 Census listed them as resident 
at 31 Fraser Building’s, Forres, Alexander 
McKinnon, 39, Farm Servant, born 
Maviston, Auldearn, Christina, wife, 36, 
John McKinnon, 6, Scholar, born Petty, Mary 
C. McKinnon, 2, born Petty, and Alexander 
P. McKinnon, 10 months, born Forres. The 
1901 Census listed them as resident at 
Lochandunty, Ploughman’s House, Petty, 
Alexander McKinnon, 49, Ploughman, born 
Auldearn, Christina, wife, 45, born Killernan, 
Ross-shire, (noted as feeble minded), John 
McKinnon, 14, Ploughman, born Petty, Mary 
C. McKinnon, 12, born Petty, and Alexander 
Paterson McKinnon, 10, born Forres, 
Christina Cross McKinnon, 8, Scholar, born 
Petty, and George Albert McKinnon, 6, 
Scholar, born Kirkhill, Inverness-shire.

His Death Certificate shows that Alexander, 
with occupation given as ploughman, aged 
about 49, was married to Christian Cross, 
son of Peter McKinnon (deceased) and 
Annie Bain (deceased) with cause of death 
given as ‘supposed dislocation of neck from 
assault with a poker’ at about 11 pm with 
‘no medical attendant’. Informant was an 
Alexander Smith, neighbour [Actually his 
employer]. Death was registered at Croy on 
5 September 1903. Corrected entry gives 
age as 45, cause of death ‘Injuries received 
when assaulted’ reported by Dr Sclanders 
and Dr Bremner. 

His widow Christian/Christina McKinnon 
nee Cross was born on 10 January 1862 
in the Parish of Killearnan, Ross-shire to 
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Hector Cross, Flesher (10 December 1808 
– died at Ryefield, Killearnan 7 September 
1865) & Christian Mackenzie (died at 51 
Chapel Street, Inverness 23 October 1907) 
who had married in July 1858 at Inverness. 
On Hectors Death Certificate it is stated 
that his wife had formerly been married to 
a James Cameron. Her mother appears in 
the 1881 and 1891 Census at Albert Street, 
Inverness with her sister Mary, as Domestic 
Servants and in the 1901 Census at 30b 
Chapel Street, Inverness.

 Noted in the Croy Parochial Board 
Minutes of 1903 that Application No.309 
for Poor Relief was admitted by Auldearn, 
unfortunately Minutes for Auldearn 
Parochial Board for 1903 do not survive. 
She and family went to live at 30a Chapel 
Street, Inverness after event.

 On the 19 November 1903, less than 
3 months after her husband was killed, 
she married at the Church of Scotland 
at Strathpeffer, Edward John McCallum, 
Farmer (Born Harwick, Parish of Durness 
19 August 1862 – 14 December 1940) son 
of Robert McCallum, Farmer (formerly a 
Shepherd) and Williamina Ross. The 1911 
Census shows her as a visitor to her family 
in Rose Street, Inverness of Mary Cross, 51, 
Sophia Graham, 16, Eva Cross, 8, Christina 
McCallum, 48 and Robina McCallum, 6. Her 
husband Edward is listed at Shegra Lands, 
Eddrachilles, Kinlochleven living with his 
father, with their son Edward, 9 and her 
daughter Chrissie MacKinnon. 

 She died 10 August 1940 at 133 
Balornock Road, Springburn, Glasgow, 
usual address of 65 Shamrock Street, 
Glasgow. Edward McCallum died at the 
Royal Infirmary Glasgow, with address of 3 
Tarbert Street, Gourock with occupation as 
Watchman.  Stated by her son Alexander in 
his statement that there was a baby aged 
about 2 [birth not found - was this Edward 
recorded in 1911 Census with step-father? 
Possibly adopted?]

Statements (National Records of Scotland 
AD15/03/116 – transcript of statements 
lodged in Archives in Inverness) undertaken 
prior to trial included the following:

1 – Christina McKinnon (Wife)
2 – Alexander Paterson McKinnon (Son)
3 – Christina Cross McKinnon (Daughter)
4 – George Albert McKinnon (Son)
5 – Donald Mackenzie (Farm Servant, 
Neighbour)
6 – Colin Mackenzie (Farm Servant, 
Neighbour)
7 – Robert Munro (Farm Servant, Visitor)
8 – Alexander Smith (Farmer, Employer)
9 – James Neil (Police Constable)
10 – Alexander Robertson (Police Sergeant)
11 – Charles McDonald (Police Constable)
12 – Hugh Chisholm (Deputy Chief 
Constable, Inverness)
13 – Angus McLaren (Police Sergeant, 
Inverness)
14 – Donald Mann (Police Constable, 
Inverness)
15 – Alexander Sclanders M.D.
16 – Robert Nichol Brebner M.D.
17 – Declaration of accused
18 – Medical Report

The initial court proceedings were held 
at the Castle, Inverness, were reported in 
the Nairn County Press & Advertiser of 3 
October 1903 as follows: ‘The Croy Tragedy 
– The first or pleading diet of the High 
Court of Justiciary was held in the Sheriff 
Court-House, at the Castle, at Inverness, 
on Saturday, when William MacLaren, 
an army reservist, was charged with 
murder. Sheriff Grant presided. Mr James 
Anderson, Procurator Fiscal, appeared for 
the prosecution, and Mr Forsyth, solicitor, 
represented the accused. There were only 
one or two persons in the Court besides 
the officials and the press representatives. 
The accused is a tall soldiery-looking man, 
and did not appear to seriously realise 
his position. Since his arrest he has been 
confined in the prison of Inverness, and in 
the interval his appearance has somewhat 
altered. He has allowed a beard to grow. The 
charge against the accused is as follows:- 
“William MacLaren, prisoner in the prison of 
Inverness, you are indicted at the instance 
of the Right Hon. Andrew Graham Murray, 
His Majesty’s Advocate, and the charge 
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against you is that, on 29th August, 1903, 
within the dwelling-house at Cantraydown 
Cottages, in the parish of Croy, County of 
Inverness, occupied by Alexander Harper 
Mackinnon, farm-servant, you did assault 
the said Alexander Harper Mackinnon, and 
did beat him, and did murder him.” Sheriff 
Grant to accused – You have been served 
with an indictment at the instance of His 
Majesty’s Advocate, charging you with the 
crime of murder. Are you guilty or not guilty? 

Mr Forsyth, solicitor – He pleads not guilty 
to the charge of murder, but he pleads guilty 
to culpable homicide. Sheriff Grant – Do you 
wish me to record that plea? Yes, my lord. 
Mr James Anderson, Procurator-Fiscal – I 
accept the plea. Sheriff Grant – I adjourn 
the case to the second diet at Aberdeen 
on the 7th October. The accused was then 
returned to prison.’

[To be concluded in November journal]

This summer your Committee 
has been making changes to 
the Society’s communications.  
Much information is not time-
critical, but topical news items 
and notices of forthcoming 
events must be sent quickly, 
and, critically, be received by 
HFHS members.   

At present our Journal, published 
quarterly, contains a variety of an 
interesting articles, and information current 
at the time of publication.  It will continue 
to be the Committee’s principal way of 
reaching our world-wide membership.  It is 
available in hard copy or (at  lower cost to 
you) on a computer .pdf file.  Our website 
provides a valuable library-type resource 
for members and non-members alike, but 
certain parts of it need to be kept up-to-
date.  Outdated material projects a poor 
image, but this job is time-consuming for 
the small band of volunteers who give their 
time to the Society and its members.

Regarding topical information and news, 
members who live in, or close to, Inverness 
and who attend the winter programme of 
talks (currently around 30) hear an oral 
report on topical matters.  But what about 
those who can’t get to the meetings?  And 
what about the six months of the year 
when no meetings are held?

The Committee has decided on two 
courses of action to tackle the problems.  
First, they are reviewing the website 
content so that as much material as 
possible does not need to be updated.  
This does not mean that new content will 
not be added, but if the content is mainly of 
an unchanging nature, the task of updating 
will be much less of a burden for our hard-
pressed volunteers.    

This leaves the important matter of 
quick, topical communications to the 
membership and potential membership.  
The Committee has agreed that the 
answer is for the Society to have a 
presence on Facebook.  By using this 
free social medium the Committee can 
communicate widely and topically with the 
minimum of effort, and, potentially, reach 
a big audience beyond the membership, 

MODERNISING OUR 
COMMUNICATIONS
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which, it hopes, could grow as a result.  
Furthermore, it will also allow members to 
interact with the Committee and the rest of 
the Society’s membership.

Of course, communications fail 
completely if they do not reach the 
intended audience, and so the committee 
needs you to use Facebook.  If you do not 
have a computer with internet access, or 
a smartphone, then you won’t be able to 
benefit from the new arrangements -   but 
at least you will be no worse off than you 
are at present.

For members with a computer/
smartphone, you have two options:-

[1] to view the Society’s  Facebook 
page in the same way as you might view 
any website, or [2] to set up your own 
Facebook account, and be able to interact 
with the Society.  

If you choose [1], you will need to follow this 
link to the HFHS Facebook page:-  https://
www.facebook.com/Highland-Family-
History-Society-1249575341742000/

You can view this page freely, but you 
will not be able to use any of its features.

If you choose [2], however, HFHS 
messages can be fed to you, and you will 
be able to comment, ask questions, and 
post your own material that you think other 
members will enjoy.  

This is how you set up a Facebook 
account and get automatic HFHS 
messages:-
• Go to https://www.facebook.com/
help/345121355559712
• Click on ‘How do I sign up for Facebook?’ 
under the ‘Create Your new Account’  
heading.
• Follow the online instructions. 

The committee suggests that you note 
the advice re password strength, and, 
once signed up,  take care to set your 
privacy and other settings in accordance 
with your wishes.

Once you have set up your account, you 
need to take the following action to ensure 
you receive HFHS postings:-
• Go to the HFHS Facebook page:-  https://
www.facebook.com/Highland-Family-
History-Society-1249575341742000/
• Click on the ‘Like’ (thumb-up) button 
located at the top of the page to the right 
of our Celtic symbol and name.   It will turn 
blue when you have done this
• Now,  right-click on the ‘Like’ button and 
tick ‘see first’ (this ensures that you will 
see HFHS messages before any others)
• Similarly, right-click and tick ‘all on’.  This 
ensures that you receive all HFHS posts. 
(Note that space on their servers being 
limited,  Facebook uses an algorithm to 
decide what to send.  Ticking ‘all on’ will 
bypass this restriction).  

So far several postings have been made 
on the HFHS Facebook page, and you can 
scroll through these to catch up.  Further 
postings will be made regularly to keep 
you well informed about matters relating to 
HFHS, the Highland Archives Service, and 
family history in general.  And, of course, 
you can explore and use Facebook as you 
wish, including posting you own material 
on the HFHS page!  

Note, though, that if you are not already 
a regular Facebook user, you will need 
remember to visit the HFHS Facebook 
every couple of weeks to make sure you 
keep up-to-date.

The Committee hopes that the new 
Facebook communication arrangements 
will enable you to become more involved 
than ever with your Society, although if you 
can’t, or choose not to use them, then you 
will be no worse off than at present.  The 
Committee will monitor the effectiveness 
of the revised communications  
arrangements, so please send in your 
comments and suggestions.  We look 
forward to receiving your Facebook posts!
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MEMBERS OF AVOCH 
FRIENDLY SOCIETY 1801-1812

Recently I found the following list of members of the Avoch Friendly Society 
in the Highland Archives (ref. D329/1) it also includes accounts which seem 
to include the purchase of coals for its members. 

Friendly Societies were established after 1793 when an Act by George III was passed for 
the ‘Encouragement and Relief of Friendly Societies’ which recited ‘That the protection and 
encouragement of Friendly Societies in this Kingdom for securing by voluntary subscriptions 
of the members thereof separate Funds for the mutual relief and maintenance of the 
members in sickness, old age, and infirmity, is likely to be attended with very beneficial 
effects by promoting the happiness of individuals and at the same time diminishing the 
public burdens.’

It is possible that the Society did not last long the accounts end mid page in 1812. The 
New Statistical Account for Avoch (written in 1839) notes that another Friendly Society 
in Avoch was formed in 1830 (no known records are extant) and made no mention of the 
earlier society, but the later society also folded as it is recorded in Poor Report for 1844 that 
it had ended a few years before.

Each member paid 10/- initially and thereafter annual subscriptions.

By Stuart Farrell

1 – George McKenzie of Avoch, Esq. London
2 – Lady Catherine McKenzie of Scatwell, Rosehaugh
3 – John Young, Bookseller, Inverness
4 – Robert Mackid, Town Clerk, Fortrose
5 – Colin Fowler, Officer of Excise, Avoch
6 – John McLeod, Avoch House
7 – James Aird, Merchant, Avoch
8 – James Moir, Tenant in Avoch
9 – Alexander Patience, Carpenter, Avoch
10 – William Davidson, Merchant, Avoch
11 – John Urquhart, Merchant, Avoch
12 – Robert Macpherson, Tenant, Arcandeeth
13 – William Skinner, Fisherman, Avoch
14 – John Patience (Meikle Jock), Avoch
15 – William Jack, Certain, Avoch
16 – Hugh Skinner, Fisherman, Avoch
17 – Donald Davidson Junr, Fisherman, Avoch
18 – John Davidson, Junr, Fisherman, Avoch
19 – David Jack, Junr, Dyker, Avoch
20 – James Main, Junr, Avoch
21 – John Patience, Junr, Hugh’s son, Avoch
22 – Alexander Patience Dutchman, Avoch
23 – Alexander Ross, Junr, Fisherman, Avoch
24 – David Jack (Lewis), Fisherman, Avoch
25 – Donald Ross, Fisherman, Avoch
26 – George Jack, Senr, Banie, Fisherman, Avoch
27 – William McLeman, Wilse, Fisherman, Avoch
28 – John McLeman, Culloden, Fisherman, Avoch
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29 – Alexander McLeman (Cleamic) Fisherman, Avoch
30 – James Gow, Fisherman, Avoch
31 – Joseph Gow, Fisherman, Avoch
32 – Alexander Leitch, Fisherman, Avoch
33 – Donald Jack, Dock, Fisherman, Avoch
34 – David Jack, Queen, Fisherman, Avoch
35 – David Leitch, Fisherman, Avoch
36 – Alexander Mackeddie, Fisherman, Avoch
37 – William MacLeman, Willach, Fisherman, Avoch
38 – Donald Jack Lewis, Fisherman, Avoch
39 – Donald Patience, Dutchman, Fisherman, Avoch
40 – George Patience, Dutchman, Fisherman, Avoch
41 – Roderick Jack, Joiner, Avoch
42 – Alexander Jack, Queen, Avoch
43 – David Alexander Jack Junr (David deceased), Queen, Fisherman, Avoch
44 – Donald Jack Junr, Queen, Fisherman, Avoch
45 – William Jack, Banie, Fisherman, Avoch
46 – George Patience (John) Fisherman, Avoch
47 – Donald Hood, Fisherman, Avoch
48 – George Jack, Junr, Banie, Fisherman, Avoch
49 – John Patience, Cankie, Fisherman, Avoch
50 – George Patience, Cankie, Fisherman, Avoch
51 – Lewis Patience, Cankie, Fisherman, Avoch
52 – Robert Jack, Fisherman, Avoch
53 – Alexander Jack, Bookie, Fisherman, Avoch
54 – George Patience, Lottie, Fisherman, Avoch
55 – Hugh Gollan Junr, Carpenter, Avoch
56 – George Davidson, Fisherman, Avoch
57 – William Brodie, Fisherman, Avoch
58 – Donald Jack King, Fisherman, Avoch
59 – Alexander Gow, Junr, Black, Fisherman, Avoch
60 – John Gow, Fisherman, Avoch
61 – David Sutherland, Fisherman, Avoch
62 – Donald MacLeman, Fisherman, Avoch
63 – Alexander Gow, Honie, Fisherman, Avoch
64 – John Davidson, Merchant, Fortrose
65 – John Davidson, Shoemaker, Fortrose
66 – James Macrae, Merchant, Avoch
67 – Colin Reid, Carpenter, Avoch
68 – Hugh Munro, Blacksmith, Avoch
69 – Robert Junor, Tenant, Castletown
70 – William Junor, Tenant, Castletown
71 – William Reid, Cooper, Avoch
72 – Donald Davidson, Miller, Avoch
73 – Donald Patience, Senr, Fisher, Avoch
74 – Hugh Patience his son
75 – Alexander MacLeman, Coldheart, Avoch
76 – Alexander MacLeman, Junr, Coldheart, Avoch
77 – Donald Patience Junr (Patie), Avoch
78 – Alexander Reid (Hoar), Avoch
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79 – Alexander Patience Junr (John), Avoch
80 – The Revd David McRae Minister of the Gospel, Avoch
81 – Andrew Hood, Mason, Fortrose
82 – Benjamin Gow, Fisherman, Culloden
83 – Lewis Jack, Fisherman, Culloden
84 – John Grigor, Shoemaker, Avoch
85 – Charles Junor, Serjeant, 3rd Company Ross-shire Militia presently at Aberdeen

- 5 Sep 1801 – Colin Fowler Resigned
- 5 Jun 1892 – James McRae Resigned
- 4 Jun 1803 – John Patience Jnr (Hugh’s son) said to be out of Scotland his quarter penny 
since last annual meeting marked in Account of Arrears
- 3 Sep 1803 – John Urquhart Resigned
- 3 Dec 1803 – John Davidson Jnr Seaman on board H.M. Advy in arrears
- 2 Jun 1804 – Lady Mackenzie deceased
- 2 Jun 1804 – Mr David McRae Resigned
- 1 Jun 1805 – Mr John Young Resigned
- 21 Mar 1806 – Mr Mackenzie of Avoch continued on list, at present out of Scotland
- 21 Mar 1806 – Alexander Patience Junr John out of Scotland
- 6 Jun 1807 – Robert Mackid, Writer Resigned
- 6 Jun 1807 – John Davidson, Merchant Resigned
- 6 Jun 1807 – William Reid, Cooper Resigned – each in arrears 13 months
- By 1809 only 63 members
- 22 Mar 1809 – Alexander Patience Junr Resigned
- 3 Mar 1810 – Alexander Patience Hugh’s son considered as Resigned
- 28 Oct 1811 – Commenced sick allowance to Lewis Jack at Culloden 4/- per week.
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KILMUIR EASTER FREE CHURCH 
MARRIAGES 1843-1845

These Marriages by the Rev. Charles Ross Matheson are within a small 
notebook of Tain Presbytery (Reference CH2/429/17), and it is now located 
in the Highland Archives, Inverness
Names Details Married
Ross Hugh Ross, Farm Servant & Elizabeth Aird, 1 Dec 1843
& both residing at Milntown in this Parish.
Aird   

McLeod George McLeod, Shoemaker, Tain & Janet 12 Dec 1843
& MacLennan, Barbaraville in this Parish.
MacLennan  

Munro John Munro, Parish of Rosskeen & Margaret 26 Jan 1844
& Ross, Kilmuir Easter. Married at Kilmuir
Ross Easter.

Mackenzie William Mackenzie, late Manager at Rhives, 2 Jul 1844
& now at Invergordon & Jessie Munro, Tullich,
Aird in this Parish. Married at Kilmuir Easter.

By Stuart Farrell



NB. For UK members, there are now only 
two rates – that of Ordinary Membership 
at £12 and Institutional Membership at 
£18. Overseas members have the option 
of receiving the quarterly journals in the 
form of a PDF at £12 per annum. If they 
wish to continue receiving the journals 
by airmail the cost will be £15 per annum.

1.  If you pay your subscription by 
Banker’s Order, make sure your bank 
sends the appropriate amount to the 
Clydesdale Bank plc [Bank Sort Code: 82-
65-18 and Account Number: 20290121]. If 
you have been paying the Senior rate of 
£8 or Family rate of £16 previously, please 
change the amount to £12. 
2.  If you have paid your subscription 
in advance, a slip is enclosed 
acknowledging that fact.
3.  If you fall into neither of the above 
categories, a reminder slip will have been 
enclosed with this journal. If you have 
received the reminder, please pay your 
subscription as soon as possible and 
preferably by the 15th October 2016. You 
will not receive any further journals until 
you have renewed your membership. 

The Society has a ‘stand’ on GENfair, the 
Online Family History Fair and Genealogy 
Bookstore. This has been very successful 
from our point of view as many members 
joined the Society for the first time using 

this method and it is a very easy way of 
renewing your membership. In addition 
several members and non-members have 
purchased publications using this very 
secure system of payment.

If you have a credit or debit card, and 
have access to the Internet, you can use 
this facility to renew your membership. 
This will be of particular benefit to overseas 
members who do not have a sterling bank 
account. At present they incur additional 
charges either in obtaining a sterling 
cheque or a bank draft. Using GENfair also 
saves postage and you will receive on-line 
conformation that your subscription has 

been paid. To use this service: -

1. Go to <www.
highlandfamilyhistorysociety.org>
2. On Home page, click on Membership
3. On Membership page, click on GENFair
4. Click on either Membership of Highland 
FHS - UK only or Membership of 
Highland FHS – Europe & Overseas 
5. Select the appropriate category 
(Individual or Institutional) and follow the 
instructions.

If you still prefer to pay your 
subscription by cheque (Sterling 
cheques only), the enclosed reminder 
slip should accompany your payment. 
This will ensure that it is credited to your 
membership number.
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RENEWING YOUR MEMBERSHIP

Mackenzie John Mackenzie, Barbaraville & Isabella 7 Mar 1845
& Vass, Kildary in this Parish. Married at
Vass Kilmuir Easter.

Ross John Ross, Foreman at Balnagown in this 7 Mar 1845
& Parish & Davidina Ross, Aldie, Parish of Tain.
Ross Married at Kilmuir Easter.

The new financial year for the Society commences on the 1st 
September 2016 and this is my annual reminder to members that their 
membership subscriptions are now due. The action you need to take, if 
any, depends on the method you use to pay your annual subscription. 
Each member will fall into one of the three categories 1, 2 or 3 below.
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MEMBERS’ DETAILS

PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE

New Members:
2710. Mrs Noreen Hood – Poynton, 
Cheshire SK12 1DJ.
2711. Mr Peter Campbell – Kirkcudbright, 
Dumfries-shire DG6 4BP.
2712. Mr Ian Mackintosh – Potters Bar EN6 2DG.

Changes to address etc:
2043. Mrs Anne Mackintosh – Inverness IV3 8AT.
2329. Mrs Gloria Davies – Papamoa 3118, 
New Zealand.
Deaths:
559. Mr Neil Murray (see Chairman’s Column)



MEMBERS’ DETAILS PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE

PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE
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