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The Chairman’s Column
I am filling in for our chairman, Angus Bethune, but I will hand this column back to him in time
for the August journal. The decision to hold the monthly meetings in the smaller, rather than the
larger wedding suite, has been a great success. With a lower ceiling it is much easier to hear the
speaker and the pictures projected onto one of the walls are very clear. I would recommend that
members who stopped attending the monthly meetings because they had problems in hearing
the speakers clearly, come back and be surprised by the quality of sound in the new surroundings.
For a number of years the first meeting of the autumn/winter session has been a Social
evening, or in the past three years, a visit to an area of interest. The committee has felt that there
has been diminishing interest in such events (we had to cancel the hire of a bus last year due to
the poor response) so they have agreed that the September meeting will resort back to being a
talk. As there were problems with poor weather conditions at the time of the January meeting
in 2015, it has been decided to not have a meeting during that month, the September meeting
compensating for this, so that there will still be six speakers in each session.
This would seem an appropriate point to ask members to suggest possible speakers for
next year and beyond. Perhaps you heard someone speak at a meeting of the Field Club, for
example, and were impressed by what you heard. Please contact our Syllabus Secretary, Hamish
Johnston, if you come across an entertaining speaker and/or informative subject that you think
other members would enjoy.
At one of our committee meetings it was suggested that it would be beneficial to both Highlife,
the company that administers the Archive Centre, and ourselves, if one of their employees
came onto our committee to discuss areas of common interest. In response to a letter sent to
Highlife by our secretary, they agreed that Alison Mason would represent them at our committee
meetings. At the first committee meeting, held after this new arrangement came into effect, it was
agreed that a further meeting specifically to discuss what is currently available on our respective
websites, and the possibility of using Facebook, be arranged for next month.

New publications

Another two publications by Stuart Farrell in the
series recording births, baptisms and marriages
of members of the Free Church and other nonestablishment churches are now available at £8.00
each. The first covers the Inverness Methodist
Church as well as Glenurquhart Free Church.
The other Watten and Pulteneytown, Wick Free
Churches. Interestingly a number of baptisms of
children born at Fort George appear in that for
the Inverness Methodist Church
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“Captain Mackintosh belonged
to the chieftain’s family of the
Mackintosh clan whose family
seat was Moey Hall, Inverness,
Scotland”.1

THE MACKINTOSHES
. . . as descended from Captain Donald Bain Mackintosh
Ensconced in the cobwebs of our youth is the fuzzy notion planted there by our father
that we were related to the chiefs of the Clan Mackintosh. I do not recall much to this
day of when or what he told us about our lineage but a pervasive line of thought has
our great grandfather leaving home to go to sea as he was a third or fourth son in his
family; far down the line of inheritance. Subsequently we have found it was not our great
grandfather but perhaps his father who left Scotland for better opportunity.
Another piece of family lore was that
our father and our uncle were contacted
in the 1930s or 1940s with regard to their
possible place in the Mackintosh line of
chiefly families. This apparently required
some type of verification/authentication
which would require expenditure and was
beyond their means or, and perhaps, their
interest at the time. Although their father
was alive until 1941, we have no information
regarding him. (History shows that the
Mackintosh Chief until 1938 was Alfred
Donald Mackintosh and he had nominated
his successor of the Mackintoshes but
not the Chattans. In 1947 it was decided
by the Lyon Court that Duncan Alexander
Mackintosh of Daviot should be granted
the Arms of Chattan. Perhaps the Lyon
Court had been examining possibilities for
heirs to that title).
Regardless of the ensuing lines of
succession, there was instilled a sense that
we were somehow related to the chiefs of
the Mackintosh clan somewhere in history.
This led to hope of tracing our Scottish
roots and from which I have pursued our
family beginnings.

The New World; New Beginning
In 1836 Alexander Mackintosh immigrated
to Canada, age about 23 and found
his way to Fredericton, the capital of
New Brunswick. There he would find
employment as a school teacher. That
same year Marjory McDonald also arrived
in New Brunswick presumably with other
members of her family. She was about 2021 years of age.
Alexander and Marjory were married
1 January 1839 with residence listed
as StMy. Donald Hossack and Donald
McDonald were witnesses, the latter
presumed to be either the brother or father
of the bride.
CAPTAIN DONALD BAIN MACKINTOSH
The Beginning
The snow was falling gently that Saturday
of March 28, 1840 in Fredericton, New
Brunswick, disturbed slightly by the first
cry of our ancestor. The city sits inland
from the Bay of Fundy and is bisected
by the Saint John River. Queen Victoria
was on the English throne at the time of
our ancestor’s birth as a British subject as

1
From the autobiographical manuscript of grand uncle-in-law Rev. James A. Hedges, husband of Captain
and Amelia Mackintosh’s daughter Ella.
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were all Canadians prior to the Canadian
Citizenship Act of 1947.
Donald Bain Mackintosh was the first
child of Alexander and Marjory. He was
followed by five sisters, Elizabeth (1842),
Janet (1847), Susan (1849), Margary/
Marjory (1851 and Margaret/Maggie (1854).
All of the children were born in Charlotte
County in New Brunswick. Throughout the
records of the family the name is spelled in
various ways, the most common variation
being McIntosh. And his mother’s name
would have its variations including
Margary, Margery and Marjary.
The Mariner
Donald Bain went to sea at an early age,
probably 14 or 15 (perhaps even younger).
He first sailed as an officer out of Eastport,
Maine in March of 1858 and served
aboard the Moloncous until June of 1859.

Following this he sailed out of Saint John,
New Brunswick where he served as mate
on the Harry Smith and a number of other
ships. In December of 1862, after serving
as mate of the S. L. Tilley for a year, he was
promoted to Master, i.e. Captain. In 1863
he received a certificate from the American
Shipmaster’s
Association
(McIntosh,
Donald B. No 2405, Year 1863) which, at
the time, was the certifying organization
for United States mariners.
In the spring of 1865 Mackintosh was in
Liverpool, England where he applied for a
Master’s Certificate from the British Board
of Trade. The application declared 12
years, 9 months service at sea for which
6 years and 9 months were accounted for
with ship’s names and duration of service
aboard each. His Masters Certificate was
duly awarded to “Donald Bain McIntosh”
dated 21 April 1865.

Masters Certificate from British Board of Trade: 21 April, 1865
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The Sea Captain
Subsequent to receiving his Master’s
Certificate he continued his career at sea.
At the time he arrived in Liverpool in March
1865 he was master of the A. L. Palmer,
a position he had held since December of
1864. He continued his employ with the
vessel until 1867. He captained a number
of other ships over the 11 years from 1865
to 1876 sailing from and to New Brunswick,
Great Britain, the United States, the West
Indies and South America
In 1869 he was hired to sail the ship
Enterprise, a vessel owned by Daniel
Wetmore Clark. This would prove to be
fortuitous as Daniel Clark was a prominent
citizen of Saint John, New Brunswick
noted as a contractor and millwright. He
also owned a number of ships of which the
Enterprise was one. Captain Mackintosh
would enjoy a four year run as master of
the Enterprise. And Daniel Clark also had
an attractive young daughter who caught
the fancy of the 28 year old sea captain.
Amelia A. Clark apparently reciprocated
and it was not long before she agreed to
become the Captain’s wife. A marriage
bond was made on the 23d of June, 1870
wherein was pledged five hundred pounds
of lawful money of the said Province, to be
paid to the Queen. (Pretty expensive to
get married in those days). On June 27th
1870 they were married by the Rev. George
A Hartley in Saint John, New Brunswick.
Captain Mackintosh was 30 years old and
Amelia, born in January 1852, was 18.
Initially they lived with the Clark family and
were in the Clark residence for the Canada
census of 1871.
1871 was an important year for the
Mackintoshes as daughter Ella Marjory
was born in July. (Here we see continuity
of names with Ella’s middle name the
same as her paternal grandmother).
Captain Mackintosh may have been at sea
during his daughter’s birth. He was sailing
aboard the Enterprise almost every month
during 1871 and 1872.
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In 1873 the Captain was again in England
as Master of the Maggie R. Carvill. Amelia
accompanied him and their son, Daniel
Thomas Alexander Mackintosh was born
in Liverpool on May 11. (Again there is
a continuation of names with Daniel for
his maternal grandfather and Alexander
on the paternal side. According to my
father, the additional name of Thomas was
added so his initials wouldn’t spell DAM!
Great grandmother might have been a
bit prudish).
They were in a very nice
section of the city known as Great George
Square. Apparently Amelia, Ella and the
baby stayed in Liverpool for the rest of the
year as Mackintosh noted their son came
to America in 1874 settling in St John, New
Brunswick and later Florida and Maine.
We don’t know where they stayed in
Liverpool as the address where Daniel was
born was in Great George Square, showed
another person, perhaps a physician, as
“occupier”.
We have a picture of Daniel T. A.
Mackintosh taken by noted photographer
Isaac Erb in Saint John, New Brunswick
when he was a boy of about seven or eight
years of age, at best guess. Unfortunately
we’ve no other pictures of the family of
that era.
A second son was born in 1875 and
named William Aeneas Mackintosh. It is
believed he was named for someone or
someone’s in the Mackintosh family. There
is a William, an uncle of Amelia Clark,
however no Aeneas in the Clark side of
the family. Aeneas does appear in another
obscure and perhaps fanciful reference
in a book that Captain Mackintosh wrote
sometime later in life. William died in 1878
at age three of diphtheria, the same year
that Princess Alice, daughter of Queen
Victoria, succumbed to the same disease.
William is buried in the Clark Family group
of burial plots in the Greenwood Cemetery,
Saint John, New Brunswick.

Great Great Grandfather Clark
and Family
Daniel Wetmore Clark, was born September
7, 1817 in Salmon River, Nova Scotia and
married Amy Amelia Dodge October 25,
1843 in St John, New Brunswick. He
was a contractor, millwright and ship
owner living and working in Saint John
throughout his life. Daniel was a deacon
in the Free Christian Baptist Church where
the Reverend George A Hartley presided.
In addition to Amelia, Daniel and Amy had
eight other children. Daniel died December
27, 1902 in Saint John, NB. The Clark (e)
family stems from Massachusetts and
England from at least 1550. Daniel’s wife
(our great great grandmother Amy Clark,
nee Dodge), was born October 12, 1824
in Hampton Parish, Kings County, New
Brunswick. She died July 17, 1913 in Saint
John. The Dodge family, her paternal side,
goes back to both Essex Massachusetts
and England in the 1600s.
Family of Captain Mackintosh
Once again this researcher develops more
questions than answers. There is precious
little information on the family of Alexander
and Marjory Mackintosh. The Captain’s
obituary, ostensibly written by his son
Daniel, states that his father died when
Donald was 16 years of age and that the
Donald took care of the family afterward. As
yet no record has been located confirming
Alexander’s passing. There is a record
of the death of a Margery Mackintosh in
Eastport, Maine in October 1868 which
appears to be our protagonist’s mother.
The only daughter for which some records
appear is Maggie or Margaret. Various
sources reflect that Maggie Mackintosh
moved to the United States and married
Martin G Wright in 1880. There were six
or seven children born to the couple;
William N., Edith M., Stella J., Gardner E.,
George G. and possible Amy. Only the first
and last appear to be family names from
the Mackintosh/McIntosh side. Martin

Wright died in 1932 in Utah and Maggie
died 12 December 1942 in Nantasket,
Massachusetts. As fields of information
continue to expand it is hoped that further
information of Captain Mackintosh’s
siblings will be located.
The Missing Years
Captain Mackintosh left the sea after nearly
25 years. He was a Knight Templar (listed in
History of Knights Templars of Canada as
MacIntosh, Donald B.) and had joined the
Free Christian Baptist faith of which his inlaws were members. His last voyage that
we have record of was with the Bright Star,
a vessel owned by his father-in-law Daniel
Clark. We have no record of his endeavors
upon leaving the sea. City directories for
Saint John list him from 1876 through 1878
as McIntosh Donald B., Sea Captain in the
Carleton area with addresses on Old Fort,
Middle and Watson streets. The area was
also where Daniel Clark lived and had his
business and his wife’s siblings and other
relatives lived and worked.
In 1877 it is recorded that Captain
Mackintosh set out across the plains to
Manitoba and then south into Montana
territory arriving in the area of Fort Benton
and then the mining area of Barker in 1879.
Mackintosh was now near 40 years of age.
It was 1879 and the west was still wild.
We will probably never learn exactly
what motivated our ancestor to go west
in general and to Montana in particular.
Perhaps it was the lure of gold that had
influenced a great influx of people into
Idaho and Montana in the 1860s. The
early claims were predominantly placer
mines yielding riches in gold. Virginia City
in 1863 and Last Chance Gulch, which
helped found Helena, Montana, were the
early finds and the settlements that arose
but miners quickly spread out around the
territory seeking new fields.
The miner
In the fall of 1879 silver was discovered in
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the Little Belt Mountains some 90 miles forwarded to the county commissioners
or so southwest of Fort Benton, Montana. for that appointment. On August 21, of
Two camps grew up within two miles 1882 Mackintosh was appointed the first
of each other bearing the names of the Postmaster of Neihart and was also the
discoverers, Barker and Hughesville for E. first merchant of the camp when he opened
A. Barker and Patrick Hughes. Mackintosh Neihart’s first store in October 1883, selling
had made his way to Barker but we’ve no groceries and general merchandise. Prior
information of the interim period when he to this supplies were hauled in from Barker.
left Saint John until he purchased a share It was a bit less than a supermarket. It was
of a silver location in the Barker area with a a log building with a dirt floor and the roof
partner, Henry Sanborn in March of 1881.
covered with sod. Poles served as shelves
On the first day of July of that year, and a door served as a counter. It also
three prospectors from Barker followed served as the first post office since he was
a couple of creeks, the second of which the postmaster.
met with another stream in a gulch some
In the ensuing years, Captain Mackintosh
six to eight miles to the southwest. Here was involved with over 30 mines, two of
they discovered silver. One of those which were patented by him and partners
prospectors was James Neihart for with the Bureau of Land Management.
which the eventual mining town would Both the Hartley Lode and Mogul Lode
be named. Captain Mackintosh arrived eventually became strong producers
in the area on the last day of August however Mackintosh had sold his interest
1881 with a John McLeod and was near in the latter and lost his half of the Hartley
the last to leave the gulch that summer lode when he failed to repay two notes of
on the 4th of October. Mackintosh filed $3360 and $655.50 to a William Mueller.
for claims on at least nine locations in (The Hartley eventually yielded millions of
conjunction with James Chamberlain, dollars in silver between 1901 and 1921
whose shares were subsequently sold or
In April of 1885 Donald Bain Mackintosh
transferred to Mackintosh. This was likely became a United States Citizen. Later that
an arrangement for Mackintosh as he was year he sold several of his mine interests
not yet a citizen of the United States at the which later became the Broadwater Group
time.
with investors such as Helena, Montana
In April of 1882, when most of the miners businessman Charles A. Broadwater and
were in camp in that gulch, a town meeting railroad mogul James Hill of the Great
was called. Captain Mackintosh was Northern Railroad fame. Mackintosh’s
secretary for the meeting during which he share from the sale is estimated to have
was elected recorder to lay out the town, been as much as $15,000 which would be
keep a book of records, survey the town approaching $400,000 in today’s dollars.
site and make a plat of the same; with the
In September that year Mackintosh
survey and plat to be completed in 40 days. went to Florida where his family met
The name of the town was also decided by him. Shortly before heading east he
honoring an initial locater, James Neihart. sold his store to J. C. Hussey who also
(Mackintosh had suggested Farragut became postmaster in 1885. He also
for the town name but Neihart won out arranged a purchase of property in White
and the town remains there today with a Sulphur Springs, Montana, some 40
population of 51 in the 2010 U S census). miles southwest of Neihart to which it
During a meeting in June 18, 1882 Captain was connected by a wagon road through
Mackintosh was nominated for Justice of the Little Belt Mountains.
The move
the Peace for Neihart with his name to be from Florida to New Brunswick was to
John Cameron (centre) with his senior staff and office clerks, Traffic Division, Atbara, c. 1940.
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improve the health of his daughter Ella.
He purchased a home for the family in
Gainesville and their son, Daniel, attended
the East Florida Seminary which was the
predecessor of the University of Florida.
Daughter Ella attended school through
the eighth grade and would have finished
before the family arrived in Florida as she
was about 14 years of age then. During
the period that Captain Mackintosh
was absent from his mining interests in
Montana, he had a book published, The
Life and Adventures of Roderick Douglas,
by Charles H. Whiting of Boston in 1886.
Although the book was a novel, it bears
significant biographical references as it
is the story of a young man from Canada
going to sea at an early age and the
adventures he has through his life. It was
likely written during the long winters that
Captain Mackintosh spent during his first
years in Montana.
In 1887 it was time to move again and
Captain Mackintosh returned to Neihart in
April of 1887. His wife Amelia and children
Daniel and Ella followed later in the year
and the family settled in White Sulphur
Springs. Ella became the organist in the
Presbyterian Church and Daniel worked
locally, later serving as assistant in the
newspaper of Neihart. Captain Mackintosh
was elected to the Diamond City Lodge No
7 A. F. & A. M. of Montana which included
most of the prominent male citizens of
White Sulphur Springs.
For the next few years Captain
Mackintosh spent time attending to his
mining properties and even increasing
them. He also assisted with the Neihart
Herald, the local town paper and son
Daniel learned to set type and other jobs
around the newspaper. Then in 1893 the
Reading Railroad collapsed beginning
a slide into a four year depression. The
Panic of 1893 saw silver prices plummet
with the demonetization of silver and the
end of the government’s mandatory silver
purchases. Mining activity ground to a halt
for nearly all of the silver lodes throughout

the west.
During the ensuing years the Mackintosh
family was active in various pursuits.
Captain Mackintosh had a cabin in Neihart
and was always a welcome member of the
town. Son Dan became involved with the
newspaper and then became a partner
with a competitive publication. In 1895
the Neihart Herald issued The Herald
Souvenir Thanksgiving Number, 1895. A
very special edition, Illustrative of Neihart,
Montana, Her History, Resources and
Future Prospects. The entire paper of 30
pages (excepting advertisements) was
written by Captain Mackintosh describing
its location, geological attributes, history,
description, mines, its people and even a
little bit about the surrounding places like
Barker and Great Falls.
The stars were aligning for another
migration. A new pastor came to the town
and took an immediate interest in the young
organist of the church, Ella Mackintosh. In
October of 1895 the Rev. James Addison
Hedges and Ella Marjory Mackintosh were
married. They lived initially with Captain
Mackintosh and Amelia. In June of 1897 a
daughter was born to the couple and that
same month the Rev. Hedges caught the
Northern Pacific Overland on his way to
the pines of Northern Idaho. At length he
came to the city of Spokane, Washington
then a train to Juliaetta, Idaho which
was the terminus of a spur of the
Northern Pacific Railroad. From there
he traveled by coach some 50 miles
to the small town of Nez Perce.
About the middle of August, Ella
decided it was time to join her husband
whatever the place may be and she set out
with two month old daughter Mary Todd.
Amelia would not be separated from her
grandchild, insisting of accompanying
her daughter. This would be at pattern
throughout the remainder of their short
stay on this good earth.
[to be continued]
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MEA CULPA
After the February edition of the
journal was published two of the
articles were found to contain
errors of omission. The editor
accepts full responsibility for the
first as Dr Kenneth Cameron, the
author of the excellent story about
his late father and his work in the
Sudan, sent a revised version of
his article. The original version
was printed by mistake and did
not contain the following:Acknowledgement
The author expresses his gratitude to Mr
Francis Gotto, Sudan Archivist, Durham
University Library, and to the family
of the late Richard Hill, for their kind
permission to reproduce quotations from
the retrospective Richard Hill Diaries in the
above article.
Also missing were these extensions to
source references for the following notes
that appeared at the end of the article.
v, xiv – [Durham, Durham University Library,
Sudan Archive:]
vi, ix, xxiv, xxv, xxvii – Cameron Papers
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The second apology comes from Alastair
Grant, the author of the article entitled Take
care when using the OPRs. He writes:John Durham was kind enough to
publish the account of my experiences
10 www.highlandfamilyhistorysociety.org

with the OPR in the last issue of Highland
(February 2016). On re-reading it I realised,
to my embarrassment, that I did not give
credit to two people who were instrumental
in helping me avoid the pitfalls I talked
about, and who also gave me a great
deal of assistance in the early days of
my genealogical research. Both of these
people are members of the Highland
Family History Society, so I would like here
to acknowledge their contribution.
The first of these is Graeme Mackenzie,
the former Chairman of the HFHS, who
alerted me to the possible dangers when
using the digitised version of the OPR and
how necessary it is to cross-check anything
found there against the original holographs.
But with his extensive knowledge of the
history of Glen Urquhart he also helped me
in understanding what was going on in that
part of the Highlands up to and including
the aftermath of the battle of Culloden.
The other person whose help I wish
to acknowledge is Ian Bell. He is a
descendant of both Grants and Macmillans
in Glen Urquhart, and when he learned of
my interest in the OPR he made numerous
visits to his local LDS Family History
Centre, examining the microfilms of both
Baptisms and Marriages and transcribing
every entry which contained the name
Grant. He did this in a format that could
easily be searched, and made it possible
to search for key words like ‘Meiklie’. For
those of you who read my article, you will
know how important this was in tracing
other members of my extended family.
It is clear to say that without the help
of both these people I could not have
accomplished half of what I have managed
to do in my own genealogical research.

My great grandfather, James Durran, had several sisters, four of
whom (one at a time) were sent up to Kirkwall in Orkney to act as
housekeeper to their uncle William Tait. He was the elder brother
of their mother Barbara Tait and had moved from Caithness to
Orkney to set up a business as cabinet maker. He was not married,
so that was why he asked his sister to send one of her daughters
up to Kirkwall to look after him. The problem was that each of the
four girls met and then married Orcadians, so William Tait had to
then find yet another niece to replace the last of the Durran sisters
to marry.

A NEARLY FATAL
ACCIDENT
By John Durham

The eldest sister Elizabeth married
Thomas Hutchison and they lived on
Shapinsay. Thomas was a yachtsman
and was responsible for the boat owned
by landowner David Balfour. In the 1861
census he is living in Shapinsay Village and
is described as seaman. In 1871 he is living
in Queen Street, Kirkwall and described
as a grocer. At the time I thought that was
rather strange, as most seamen tend to
spend their working life at sea. However,
at the time I noted that Thomas Hutchison
had left the sea and was now a landlubber,
I had no indication of the reason for the
change of profession. Recently I found out
why.
A cousin of mine in Orkney, a descendant
of Janet Durran, another of the four sisters,
who trawls the local newspaper The
Orcadian on a regular basis, went to the
local archive to have a look through their
records. He found the following item, which
I believe answers the question of why
Thomas left the sea and became a grocer,
and later on the Sheriff Officer as well.
Shapinsay, March 1863. This event,
which apparently was attended by Mr &
Mrs David Balfour of Shapinsay, marked

the marriage of the Prince of Wales to
Princess Alexandra of Denmark. It reads
as follows:- “The rejoicings on Tuesday last
in honour of the Royal marriage were on a
grand scale. During the day a Royal salute
of 21 guns was fired from the Castle Battery,
and a magnificent bonfire and illuminations
concluded the expression of public loyalty.
We deeply regret to add that, while the last
shot was being rammed home the gun
went off, and the ramrod struck the hand
of Mr Thomas Hutchison a yachtsman of
Mr Balfour who was engaged in loading
and so seriously injured his arm, that, upon
being brought into Balfour Hospital he had
to submit to amputation below the elbow
joint. Hutchison sustained this painful
operation with becoming fortitude. It is to
be hoped he will recover”.
According to the archivist and found
among the Balfour papers is a reference to
this unfortunate accident. Apparently the
Prince of Wales on hearing of this mishap
donated some money as did others. I
wonder if this `windfall` was used by the
Hutchison family to purchase the shop in
Queen Street?
11
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For over thirty years, I have been
researching the murder of my great
grandfather,
Police
Constable
Thomas King, at Nethy Bridge on 20th
December 1898. Once the bare bones
of the fact were established many years
ago, I moved into the realm of putting
some flesh on those bones and that is
where I was at when reading the very
interesting article Digging Deeper –
alternative sources of family history,
by Dr Jim Mackay in Journal 33-4.

It was on this site that I first heard a
folksong called Macallum’s Lament, sung
by Jimmy MacBeath in an interview he did
with Hamish Henderson in 1956 on BBC
radio. The content of the interview with
Mr MacBeath was interesting to say the
least. Interesting in so far as it provided
an insight into how the story of the murder
had become part of the folklore of the area.
To say I didn’t know whether to laugh
or cry as I listened to that interview is not
wide of the mark. Had I not already done
the family and local history research on the
murder of the police constable,
Thomas King, by a poacher
Allan Macallum at Tulloch near
Nethy Bridge on 20 December
1898 and had I not read the
accounts of the witnesses to
the incident published in the
local papers at the time plus the
transcription of the court case
as reported in the Inverness
Courier on 20 February 1899,
I would have believed the
following summarised story, as
recorded by Mr MacBeath in
1956.
According to him, the two
armed policemen who had
been sent to serve a warrant on Macallum
for non-payment of poaching fines,
stormed his house; got into a wrestle with
him; in the melee, three guns went off; PC
MacNevin shot PC King because there was
professional jealousy between them and
PC MacNevin was in a relationship with PC
King’s wife and wanted to marry her. PC
MacNevin ran away and Macallum, who
really did run away, was eventually found,
wrongfully charged with the policeman’s
murder and falsely imprisoned for 15 years
for a crime he never committed. That story
had it all – sex, adultery, lies, jealousy,
murder, wrongful imprisonment. Oh woe
is me!!! – hence Macallum’s Lament.
It
sounds like the script for a TV soapy!!!

AN
INTERESTING
RESEARCH
EXPERIENCE
By Jocelyn Gould

His recommendation was that the
researcher seeks out a wider diversity
of information which can be found in
that treasure trove of information - the
internet. On the recommendation of
another researcher some time before
the article appeared, I had ventured
into the area of university websites,
specifically the School of Scottish
Studies at the University of Edinburgh
which houses a project called Tobar
an Dualchaise/Kist o Riches. The
aim of this project is to collect and
preserve recordings of the folklore,
songs, music and local history of
Scotland - a worthy project indeed
to preserve the cultural heritage of a
country.
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And then I listened to the folksong.

Having previously collected a published
poem by a colleague of the slain policeman,
PC Matthew Anderson, which he had called
Verses on the Murder of Constable King near
Nethy Bridge on 20th December 1898 plus
a short poem of tribute by a local poet and
another one of six verses called Macallum’s
Lament which may or may not have been
written by Macallum whilst incarcerated in
Peterhead Prison, lamenting his lot in life,
it immediately became apparent that the
folksong, Macallum’s Lament, was in fact
a plagiarised version of PC Anderson’s
poem which was written as a tribute to his
fallen colleague. The original folksinger
had altered the poem sufficiently to make
it appear that it was written by the prisoner
and he included the poem purported to
have been written by Macallum. Along
with a bit of creative editing, he called
it all Macallum’s Lament. This occurred
sometime prior to 1922, according to Mr
MacBeath.
The most blatant plagiarising occurred in
the second last verse of the poem which is
toward the end of the song

Cheered are the soldiers on wild
fields of war,
To fight for their country in lands
scattered far,
But King needed nothing to cheer
him to fight,
He belonged to the hero brigade of
the night.
The folksong substitutes the word
‘Macallum’ for ‘King’ and in an instant,
Macallum became the hero brigade of the
night – a convicted poacher and murderer!
Then in the next Journal came John
Durham’s timely article
Don’t Accept
Everything You Read Without Checking
It This was applicable to that folksong
- Don’t Accept Everything You Listen
to………. a wise piece of advice indeed as

it came whilst I was still making a case for
justice, fairness and the truth to prevail.
In short, the archived material found
on that university site was of no use
whatsoever to any family historian or
serious local historian.
Being somewhat incensed by the
blatant untruths, unfairness of the
besmirched reputations of some of the
unfortunate participants in the event and
the salaciousness of the gossip which had
sprung up in the aftermath of the event and
which had been recorded for posterity, I
decided to attempt to present the facts in
order to balance the information available
to researchers. I am pleased to be able
to say that I have been successful. While
recognising that the words of the folksong
and the content of the interview can’t and
shouldn’t be changed as they form part
of the folklore of the area, it has been
possible to include a note at the end of
the item in that collection which says that
the contents of that particular item are not
supported by the evidence and the song
is plagiarised from a previously published
poem. This information will serve as a
warning to researchers that they need to
look elsewhere for the facts of the matter.
In spite of my disappointment with the
findings in this research, it has nevertheless
been an interesting experience and I speak
from that experience when I say, don’t fall
into the trap of believing that just because
you found it on the internet, it must be true
no matter how reputable the site may be.
Just because someone said something
and in this case, sang a folksong, many
years ago and someone else published
it online, doesn’t mean that it’s factual.
Check out other sources to corroborate
your research and dare I say, be grateful
that your ancestor didn’t become part of
the local folklore.
With thanks to those people who helped
me along the way.
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The first officer in the
Inverness-shire Territorials
to fall in the war of 19141918 was Captain James
Macpherson of the 4th
Battalion of the Queen’s
Own Cameron Highlanders
at Neuve Chapelle on 10
March 1915

CAPTAIN JAMES
MACPHERSON

Capt James Macphersom.
(Picture donated to the Clan Museum
by Hugh Barron)

James was born in 1866 near Dunain
House near Inverness where his father was
employed by the Laird of Dunain, William
Baillie. His father was Alex Macpherson
and his mother Elizabeth Barron, both from
nearby Dochgarroch. His father’s father was
also Alex but no information concerning
the family’s connection with Badenoch
has come down to us. By the 1750s there
were several families of Macphersons to
the south and west of Inverness Parish.
James had a brother, who died young as a
student, and a sister, Isabella. He attended
the school at Dochgarroch, where he and
all his contemporaries were native Gaelic
speakers, and later Inverness High School.
He also spent some time in the office of an
accountant in Inverness.
In 1871, shortly after the death of William
Baillie, Alex Macpherson became tenant of
the farm of Balnagaig and continued thus
until his death in 1891. James succeeded
him and it could have been about 1885
when he joined the Inverness Highland
Rifle Volunteers, which, under army reforms
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By Hugh Barron

in 1908, became the 4th Battalion of the
Camerons.
In 1906 James became the tenant of
Charleston, about one mile nearer to
Inverness and the most westerly part of
what had been the old estate of Kinmylies
and was formerly called Balnasiar or
Wester Kinmylies.. By this time Dunain and
Kinmylies had become part of Dochfour.
A great-grandfather on his mother’s side,
Finlay Cameron, was tenant there in the
1840s and in the 18th century ancestors on
his father’s side, MacLachlans and Baillies,
lived at Balnasiar.
Very soon after the war began the 4th
Camerons and other battalions of the
Highland Territorial Division moved to
Bedford and its vicinity for further training.
The Division was not numbered the 51st
until sometime after this, and in February
1915 crossed over to France. Parties
from each battalion were soon in the front
line being instructed in the techniques of
trench warfare by experienced units. The
late Captain William Mackay, a solicitor in
Inverness, used to relate how he, as signals
officer, was going round the companies on

the night of 9/10 March, and when he arrived
at James’ company HQ he found James
enjoying mugs of hot chocolate and was
offered some. Later that morning, when the
battalion was preparing to advance, a British
shell fell short, landing close to James, who
was struck by a piece of shrapnel on his
head, which killed him. Steel helmets did
not appear until 1916.The whole battalion
was greatly shaken by this unexpected and
early death of one of its best known officers.
The battalion played its part in the battle,
suffering about 130 casualties.
Those who remember James spoke
of him as a genial and friendly man who
was liked by all ranks and by the men
he employed on the farm. He had been
awarded the Territorial Long Service medal
in or about 1900 and had served for a time
on the Parish Council, his district extending

as far south as Abriachan near Loch Ness.
He is commemorated on a plaque near the
front door of Inverness Town Hall. For some
years he had been a member of the Gaelic
Society of Inverness and, as a member of
the local Farmers’ Society, he won prizes at
shows. There is a photograph of him in the
Clan Museum. He remained unmarried and
the farm was run by his sister Isabella who
died in 1929.
A first cousin of James Macpherson was
Roderick Barron who was born at Balgowan,
Laggan in 1877. He became HM Inspector
of Schools in various districts in the
Highlands and in the Northern and Western
Isles. He served in France 1916-18, was
wounded and was awarded the MC. James
was a cousin of Margaret Macmillan, CBE,
who was a noted socialist propagandist and
educationalist in the north of England.

MORAY & NAIRN FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY
Birth Notices from the Forres Gazette,
1837-1855
and
Marriage Notices from the Forres
Gazette, 1837-1855
Unlike today, in 1837 there was no
newspaper published in Forres and
the people of the town had to content
themselves with newspapers from other
parts of Scotland, and further afield.
Scottish newspapers that might just
contain small snippets of news local to
Forres were being printed in Edinburgh,
Glasgow and elsewhere. Local articles
might also appear in newspapers published
in Inverness and Aberdeen. Between
Inverness and Aberdeen, though, the only
local newspaper being published at that
time seems to have been the Elgin Courant
which started in 1834.
John Miller, a son of Elgin clothier and
draper Lachlan Miller, left the town in
1837 when he chose to move to Forres to
open there a printing establishment, and
in June that year, posters were displayed
announcing the publication of a new
newspaper, the Forres, Elgin & Nairn
Gazette, still going strong in the town today
as the Forres Gazette. Starting as a monthly

publication of only four pages, it was not
until 1851 that it was published fortnightly
and only from April 1855, weekly.
The notices cover births in Forres, the
near neighbourhood, the rest of the county,
throughout the country and even overseas.
Examples can be found from Australia,
India and other parts of the British Empire;
also from the United States, and more
unexpected places such as Argentina
(Buenos Ayres), &c.
There are announcements of the births
and marriages in the families of the
illustrious, the well-known and the humble:
The notices reveal that in some instances,
the father had died before the birth of the
child. An announcement in the edition of
March 21, 1855 states, “Birth, at Lady Hill,
Elgin, on the 8th inst., Mrs McKenzie, wife of
the late Thomas McKenzie, Esq., architect,
of a son.” Thomas, the father, died at
Ladyhill House, Elgin on October 15, 1854.
The child, David James, grew up to be a
poet, author & advocate.
The volumes are available FREE from
Moray & Nairn Family History Society
at
http://www.morayandnairnfhs.co.uk/
publications.asp - they can be found in the
Newspapers’ section
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Member
Ann
Mackintosh
came
across this grave
whilst searching the
British Presence in
Southern Patagonia.
Thomas
Cumming
was the son of John
Cumming, baker and
Elizabeth Fraser. He
was born at 34 Chapel
Street, Inverness on
5th Nov 1884. The
grandfathers
on
both sides were both
Tailors. She wondered
if anyone had been
searching for him.

STRAY
FRASER
GRAVESTONES
Interestingly another Fraser ‘stray’
turned up recently, this time on a
gravestone located on the famous
wall in Londonderry, Northern Ireland.
Alexander Fraser was a native of the
Parish of Petty, not Patty as carved
on the stone. He died 24th November
1849, aged 65 years.
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Age 81 with 40 years of research behind me. Source material consists of Countess
of Sutherland’s papers (NLS, Dep ?313), Sheriff Courts etc (NAS), correspondence
and living contacts. I Intend to deposit my papers and trees with Highland Regional
Archives at Inverness (HRA).
DNA - reluctance of Marquis (contrast Stewarts in History Today). How many
families descended from Adam Gordon, Dean of Caithness and his son John
Gordon of Drummoy and their followers?

SOME GORDON
FAMILIES
OF
SUTHERLAND
By Alastair Gordon
Gordons of Ballone

The senior line descended from this John’s
son ?Oliver. Includes Gordons of Achness
and Langdale (Dep 313....). Descendants
surviving through female lines include Billy
Gordon of Aird and his cousin Alasdair...

uncle of Adam Gordon of Griamachary (see
below). Charles’s male line still extant in
Ontario Canada in mid 20th century and
living descendants being sought for DNA
testing.
Through his second marriage George also
likely to be ancestor of James Gordon of
Goldsborough in Trinidad (entail by Charles
of Pulrossie’s son John of Swiney); modern
contact John Keith G (DNA tested).

Other Gordon families of Strathnaver

Next line descended from John’s son John
Mor of Golspitour and Embo. Main line of
Barts extinct but Gordons of Dalcharn proved
by having DNA identical to that of Gordons of
Carroll to be descended from a younger son.
Contact ….. in Australia ?John (DNA tested),
but a senior line may be still in UK - ?Michael
at Reading in 1970?.

John Gordon of Crask and James Gordon of
Cattlefield, brothers, buried at Clachan and
said to be related to Charles of Pulrossie
(?also descended from George’s second
marriage). Male line of James includes Billy
Gordon of Aird and his cousin Alasdair...
Charles Gordon of Ravigill (not Ribigill, Sage),
father-in-law of Donald McLeod of ‘Gloomy
Memories’ and also closely related to
Charles of Pulrossie, perhaps an illegitimate
son before Charles married; descendants
include Susan Arm....

Gordons of Invergordon and Carroll

Gordons of Caen

Gordons of Embo

Next line descended from John’s son John
Beg of..... Senior line of Barts of Invergordon
still extant in Glasgow area in mid-19th
century (research for Joseph Gordon of
Carroll into heirs of baronetcy, Dep 313...)
and may still be in existence; the last Barts
were not really entitled but senior line thought
too poor etc to want it.
Gordons of Carroll descended from younger
brother of the Invergordon ancestor.
Unbroken male line with many living males in
Australia (Tim G?, DNA tested).

Gordons of Dalvighouse,
Rhenevy, Pulrossie, Goldsbrough, etc

George Gordon of Dalvighouse, with
ancestry unknown, father of Adam Gordon
of Rhenevy and Charles Gordon of Pulrossie.
Descendants of both through female lines;
Adam gave rise to many McLeod Ministers
(Rev ?Patrick), while Charles was a maternal

Nancy Gordon, my DNA contact in USA, and
Gerry Wood in Helmsdale descended from
John Gordon of Caen. No earlier ancestors
known.

Gordons of Griamachary

My own line, descended from Adam Gordon
of Griamachary. No earlier ancestors known.
Shown by DNA testing not to be descended
from Gordons of Carroll as alleged earlier;
cousinage proved with Gordons of
Breacachy and Achnamoine (see below).
See my privately printed book ‘A Sutherland
Trail’ for trees (copies at HRA and elsewhere)
and the lives of Adam’s descendants.

Gordons of Breacachy and Achnamoine

Descended from Alexander Gordon in
Free though precise details of subsequent
generations not clear. Modern contacts
George Alexander (?) in ?Canada (DNA
tested).
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Highland Family History Society
. . . Trustees’ Annual Report and Accounts for the year ended 31 August 2015
Scottish Charity Number SC015987
Current Trustees
Angus Bethune - Chairman
Anne Maciver - Secretary
John Durham - Treasurer
Hamish Johnston
Graeme Mackenzie
Neil Murray
Judith Thomson
Other trustees during the year
Recruitment and appointment of Trustees
All the Society’s trustees are appointed or reappointed by the members at our annual
general meeting, which is held in March each year.
Governing document
The Society is a charitable unincorporated association and the purposes and administration
arrangements are set out in our constitution.
Charitable purposes
Our purposes, as recorded in our constitution, are to promote the study of family history,
genealogy, and related subjects, in the Highlands of Scotland. The Society may arrange
membership with any organization having similar interests. The Society will publish a regular
journal which will be issued to members whose subscriptions are up-to-date.
Activities and achievements
The Society continues to make its presence felt in the family history room within the
Highland Archive & Registration Centre in Inverness. Our desk there is manned on Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday mornings each week, where volunteers are available to assist
both members and visitors with their genealogy queries. We continue to identify speakers
and subjects that will interest our members at the monthly meetings that are held during the
period from September to April in the wedding suite located in the same building.
Printing our quarterly journals in colour has encouraged members of the Society to send
in articles which are of interest and are enhanced by the photographs that accompany
them. Over 11% of members, particularly those who live overseas, have taken advantage
of the facility to receive the quarterly journals electronically rather than by post. This helps
to reduce the cost of printing as well as the cost of envelopes and postage.
During the year five new publications have been added to our extensive range of
publications. Monumental Inscriptions for Alvie Churchyard; Baptisms for Lybster Free
Church; Baptisms and Marriages for Bruan & Lybster Free Churches; Monumental
Inscriptions for Contin Churchyard and a book on Highland Clan and Family Histories. More
are in the pipeline for the next financial year.
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The website is kept up to date with the details of the regular monthly meetings and
additions to the list of new publications, as well as the comprehensive index to the names
of those on gravestones recorded by the Society. Each member is being asked to fill in
a standard pedigree chart. This will allow us to create a database of members’ research
interests to upload onto our website. It is intended to publish additions to this database
in the journal on a regular basis. At that point members will be able to make contact more
easily with other members researching the same family name or names.
Trustee remuneration and expenses
An amount of £83.00 was paid to two trustees to cover the cost of petrol and other incidental
expenses incurred in representing the society at two committee meetings of the Scottish
Association of Family History Societies in Edinburgh and attending the Annual Conference
in Stirling on behalf of the Society.
Reserves
This year the Society had a surplus of £743 compared to a deficit of £2,696 last year.
Membership fees were up by £1,000, but that figure is distorted every year depending on
how many members pay their subscription in advance. A one-off cost of £1,600 last year
to purchase a replacement computer is another reason for such a large swing in the figures
from year to year. Sales of publications were down by £400 as well. This leaves the Society
with funds of £4,056 compared to last year’s figure of £3,313.
The effect of the decision to only have one subscription rate, £12 per annum, rather than
£12 and a reduced rate of £8 for senior members, will probably result in a loss of some
older members. As we have been a family history society since 1981, some of these may
decide not to renew due to poor eyesight or feel they have gone as far as they can with
their researches. Like other family history societies we are having to compete with websites
that give the impression that they have answers to all your queries about your ancestors. In
spite of that we believe that the experience we have gained in our own researches can be
of benefit to anyone making their first faltering steps on this fascinating hobby by joining
our Society.

Receipts and Payments Account for the year ended 31 August 2015
Receipts
Membership subscriptions
Advance membership subscriptions
Adjustments to subscriptions
Donations received
Gift Aid contributions
Bank Interest
Contribution towards cost of Social Events
Sale of publications
Contributions towards postage costs
Library Fund
Total receipts
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2015
£
5,586
237
0
276
393
0
470
1,033
321
0
------8,316
-------

2014
£
3,927
826
16
109
293
0
111
1,421
348
0
------7,051
-------

Payments for charitable activities:
Printing journals for members
Printing publications for sale
Purchase of equipment etc.
Postage/Carriage
Printing/Stationery
Monthly meetings of members
Social events
Other events
GENfair fees
Society website
SAFHS subscription
Data Protection registration
Insurance premium
Trustee expenses
Other expenses
Purchase of books for Society library

3,520
718
88
1,760
225
20
726
5
263
0
40
35
0
83
0
80
------7,563
-------

Total payments for charitable activities

3,555
921
1,600
1,826
524
195
559
0
280
0
40
35
0
83
80
9
------9,707
-------

Governance costs:
Room hire for AGM - March 2015
Gift for Independent Examiner

0
30
10
10
------------Total governance costs
10
40
------------Total payments
7,573
9,747
------------Surplus / (deficit) for year
743
(2,69 6)
			
Statement of Balances as at 31st August 2015
2015
2014
Bank and cash in hand
£
£
Opening balances
3,313
6,009
Surplus / (deficit) for year
743
(2,696)
------------Closing balances
4,056
3,313
------------Reserves
Library Fund
547
627
POSH Fund
0
154
General funds
3,509
2,532
------------Closing balances
4,056
3,313
------------Assets
Equipment - at valuation
Publications for sale - at cost of purchase

592
2,908
------21

1,130
3,067
-------
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MEMBERS’ DETAILS
New Members:
2708. Mrs Jenny Doyle – Brisbane, QLD 4122, Australia.
2709. Mrs Mary E. Sheather – Port Fairy, Victoria, Australia
Changes to address etc:
2037. Mr Ian Bell – Loughton, Essex IG10 1RN.

PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE
PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE
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