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The Chairman’s Column
The first talk of the year last month was a very entertaining one by Sandy Macpherson when
he recounted two events in which Royalty, the weather and the Clan Macpherson combined
together to effect the outcome. Unfortunately the number of members who turned out for the
talk were down on the average that attended most meetings last year. Comments have been
made about the acoustics in the large wedding suite where these talks are held. It was felt
that there was difficulty in hearing the speaker, probably because of the vaulted ceiling. One
member of the audience had a coughing fit and went into the smaller wedding suite to recover.
At the end of the meeting she said that she could hear the speaker quite clearly through there.
As an experiment the committee has decided to hold the next meeting on the 25th of this
month in the smaller wedding suite. If this is successful we will move there on a permanent
basis, with the option of using the larger room if the size of the audience merits it. It may be
some members with hearing problems have been reluctant to come to meetings because of
the acoustics. I hope they will give it another try.
We have a new volunteer, Alice Nicoll, a member of the Society who has recently retired
and is keen to help with queries. These come in on a regular basis and are dealt with by
the volunteers during quiet periods. This means that there will be someone in attendance on
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings with an extension into the early afternoon on
both Tuesday and Wednesday.
In the August journal a request for help with our website was made. This person would
keep the website up to date, add new pages where applicable (the pedigree database being a
good example) and perhaps generate an e-journal to be sent to all members who have e-mail
addresses. If any member or one of their younger relatives has the necessary skills, please get
in touch.
Stuart Farrell is beavering away on more transcriptions of Free Church registers. His latest,
which should be available next month, is entitled ‘Inverness Methodist Church baptisms 18361914 and Glenurquhart Free Church baptisms 1866-1892 & Marriages 1866-1891’. He says
that he has enough material for another five or six publications. He also sent in the flyer that
follows.
The Moray & Nairn Family History Society would like to announce its latest publication –

Nairn Poorhouse Records relating to Nairn Poorhouse, Nairn 1862-1914
Nairn Poorhouse was opened in 1862 as a result of the Poor Law Act of 1845, where paupers
could gain accommodation when they were homeless or infirm.
The publication is not a register but is a transcription of the surviving records from the
parishes of Abernethy, Ardclach, Ardersier, Auldearn, Cawdor, Cromdale, Croy, Duthil, Dyke &
Moy, Edinkillie and Petty Parishes who by service agreements boarded or had paupers resident
in Nairn Poorhouse. Note there are no surviving records for the parish of Nairn.
Also included is a Register of Burials at Nairn Cemetery 1864-1957, Nairn Old Churchyard
and Auldearn Churchyard where the address was given as Nairn Poorhouse or its later name
Balblair.
This publication can be purchased from the Moray & Nairn FHS see website for details
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The
Duff Davidson
Family of Edderton
Andrew

. . . from Edderton to
New Zealand and back
By Stuart Farrell

Within the Old Parish Church of
Nigg there is a brass memorial to
Hugh Duff, Farmer, Edderton and
his family. How did this family
come to be commemorated at
Nigg, rather than at Edderton,
and what was their story?
The Memorial is inscribed as follows: Erected
to the memory of Hugh Duff, Farmer, who died at
Edderton, 28th January, 1847. And of Johanna
Ross, his wife, who died 28th November, 1880.
Also of their eldest son, Walter Ross, Coffee
Planter, who died at Kandy, Ceylon, Ap, 1865.
Of their second son, John, Surgeon Major Royal
Artillery, who died at Edderton, 18th November,
1874. Of their only daughter, Joanna, who died
at Tain, 12th June, 1875. Also of their son, Hugh
Duff Memorial at Nigg.
Alexander, of Kereru, New Zealand, who died
at Edderton, 7th May 1895. Also of their son,
Hector Ross, of Clyde Bank, Wairoa, New Zealand, who died at Napier, 6th December, 1896.
Also of their son William Pope, Farmer, who died at Edderton, 29th Nov. 1901. Also of their
son Robert Pope Ross, Merchant, who died at San Francisco, 9th February 1903. And his son
Alexander Ross Duff, died at Clydebank, Wairoa, Hawkes Bay, New Zealand, 2nd November,
1912.
In the August journal my researches into the lives of the first five members of the family on
the memorial were recorded. This article covers the remainder.
Hugh Alexander Duff (22 February 1832 – 7 May 1895) At Edderton on 1841 and 1851
Census. In 1851 admitted to the Easter Ross Farmers Society. Reported in the Inverness
Courier of 16 November 1854 of the following: ‘We understand that Mr Hugh Duff, Edderton,
left this district on Wednesday week for Australia. His amiable and humane disposition
procured him the universal esteem and respect of all classes of the community among whom
he resided.’
Recorded in the New Zealand Electoral Roll of 1875-6 at Keruru with application no.1043,
Clive No.167 and 168, by 1880-81 at Wakara block 11, sheep-farmer and in 1890 at Hawke’s
Bay.
In 1891 UK Census at Private House, Balnagowan Bridge, Parish of Kilmuir Easter of Hugh
A Duff 57 (him and his wife recorded as living on private means), Eliza K Duff 41, Annie K Duff
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9, Hugh J Duff 7, Joanna R Duff 2, John Menzies 18 Coachman, Jessie Kennedy 20 Domestic
Servant and Isabella Gair 17 Domestic Nurse.
Death Reported in the Hawkes Bay Herald of 4 July and the New Zealand Herald of 11 July
1895 of the following: ‘Personal. Letters by the last mail record the death of Mr Hugh Alexander
Duff, at Edderton, Ross-shire, Scotland. Mr Duff was a very early settler in Hawke’s Bay,
coming here in the 50’s, his first position being a manager of Mr Hugh Tanner’s Ruataniwha
property. Afterward he and Mr A Duff took up land in Keruru, but he leased his interest some
time ago and went to Scotland to live.’ Death certificate noted he died at Edderton Farm,
Edderton of ‘Nephritis gastric & hepatic catarrh cardiac debility’. Death was informed by his
brother William. Occupation given as sheep farmer.
He married Eliza Katherine Walker (20 December 1849 – 25 September 1925) daughter of
the Rev. John Walker (1839-1866) of St. Andrews, Lhanbryde and Anne Duff (1817-1896).
They were married 26 June 1878 at Lhanbryde, Moray.
In the 1901 Census the family of Eliza Katherine Duff 51, Annie K Duff 19 Annuitant, Joan
R Duff 12, Scholar were now living at 7 Tower Street, Tower Gardens, Tain with Williamina
McKenzie 26, General Servant. Mot yet located in the 1911 Census.
His wife’s Death Notice appeared in The Ross-shire Journal of 2 October 1925 as follows:
‘Duff – At Keruru, Lossiemouth, on the 25th September, Eliza Katherine Duff, widow of Hugh
Alexander Duff, of Keruru, New Zealand and Edderton, Ross-shire.’ She is buried in her
family plot at Kirkhill, Lhanbryde. Recorded in the Valuation Rolls for Lossiemouth, Parish
of Drainie as house named ‘Keruru’ Stotfield Road (though named ‘Kererie’ for 1904-5) still
recorded under her name for 1924-25; In 1926-7 Proprietor listed as her daughter Mrs Joan
R Hardwicke, of Monk’s Close, Woolpit, Bury, St. Edmunds; In 1930-31 Proprietor listed as
her daughter Elizabeth D. Hardwicke, in 1937-38 correspondence to be c/o MacDonald &
Sandison, Solicitors, Tain. In 1942-43 listed at Mrs Elizabeth D. Spikes, 17 Queen’s Road,
Coventry. New owner by 1945-46, with house being renamed Strathathro.
Children – Annie Katherine Duff (26 December 1881 – 29 June 1972) Born at Napier,
New Zealand. Married George Herbert Eaton (c1883 – c1968), Electrical Engineer on the
26 August 1914 at St Duthus Church, Tain. George was born in Calcutta, India son of John
Eaton, Architect (deceased) and Catherine Eaton nee Rowbottom. Annie gave her address as
Lauderdale, Tain. Her husband died in New Zealand, in Napier Bay area.
Recorded on Passenger List of P & O “Caledonia” of 12 September 1914 sailing to Bombay,
with occupation as Electrical Engineer, aged 31 with his wife Mrs Eaton, 32, residence given
as India. They may not have sailed as they are also recorded on Passenger List of London
Steamship Line “India” of 26 September 1914 sailing to Bombay, with occupation as Electrical
Engineer, aged 31 with his wife Mrs Eaton, 29, occupation given as Matron. Residence given
as Bombay. Recorded on Passenger List of The New Zealand Shipping Co. Ltd “Raugitane”
of 8 December 1932 sailing to New Zealand, address given as 88 Church Street, W8 with
occupation as Engineer, 45 with his wife Annie K, 45, and sons John R. D. 16 and Hugh A.
15, travelled 3rd class. Recorded on Passenger List of P & O “Iberia” of 20 September 1958
sailing to Sydney but travelling onto New Zealand, address given as c/o Bank of New South
Wales, 47 Berkeley Square, W1 with occupation as Retired, born 1883 with his wife Annie
born 1882, occupation given as Housewife. They had two children John Ross Duff Eaton (20
September 1915 – 4 September 1988) and Hugh Alexander Eaton (1916-1960) both born at
Calcutta, India. Both sons eventually emigrated to New Zealand. John is on Electoral Roll
in 1946 for Manawatu and at Hamilton between 1949 and 1981. Recorded on Passenger
List of Shaw Savill & Albion Co. Ltd. “Dominion Monarch” of 17 December 1948 sailing to
Wellington, address given as 32 Oakeshott Avenue, London N6 with occupation as Doctor,
aged 33 with his wife Dorothy B Eaton, 29, and their daughter Anne D. Eaton aged 2. Hugh
is on the Christchurch Electoral Roll in 1938 and Hawke’s Bay in 1946 (the same area as had
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his grandfather settled) before settling in Hutt, Wellington in 1954 and dying there in 1960.
Joanna Ross Duff (13 August 1888 – c1974) Born at Kildary House, Kilmuir Easter, Father’s
occupation given as Landed Proprietor. Married Edwin Cecil Hardwicke 36, Lieutenant Royal
Army Medical Corps 7 April 1915 at St. Anselm’s Church (Hanover Chapel), Davies Street,
Middlesex. Edwin’s address given as South Farnborough, Hants; while Joanna’s given as
Grosvenor Court, Davies Street, Middlesex. Daughter Elizabeth Duff Hardwicke (8 March
1919 - ?) was baptised 20 April 1919 at Tring, Hertford. Parents address of ‘Baylay’ Tring. Her
daughter married Roger H. Spikes in Jul-Sep 1941 at Hampstead (Free BMD).
Recorded on Passenger List of Port Line “Port Alma” of arrival date of 29 July 1939 to
London from Auckland, address given as 8 Moorgate Street, London with occupation as
Housewife. Recorded on Passenger List of P & O “Strathmore” of 26 October 1949 sailing
to Colombo, Ceylon, address given as 51 Belsize Avenue, London NW3 with occupation as
Housewife aged 61.
Recorded as Joanna R Hardwicke on Electoral Rolls for London 1956-1963 as resident at
48 Prince Albert Road, NW8 with Jean D Hardwicke, in 1964-65 at 3 St James’s Terrace (48
Prince Albert Street). Possible death on Ancestry.com Jan-Mar 1974 in St Pancras, London,
though date of birth given as 30 August 1888.
Her husband Edwin Cecil Hardwicke (17 March 1879 - 16 September 1940) appears in
Electoral Rolls of New Zealand for Wanganui for 1905-6 and 1907, and in the New Zealand
Register of Medical Practitioners for 1913 at Napier. In 1925 in County Directory for Suffolk
at Monk’s Close, Woolpit, Bury. His Medal Card in National Archives – Ship Surgeon Cable
Ship ‘Petrel’ Lieut. No.15 Casualty Clearing Station, Capt. RAF awarded 1915 Star, Victory
and War Medals. Entered France 1 June 1915. Last address in 1922 – Monk’s Close, Woolpit,
Suffolk. Whilst in RAF address of H2 Armament School, RAF Uxbridge. His RAF Papers noted
rank as Capt. Medical Officer. His service papers as an officer in RAMC have not survived
(Unfortunately all RAMC officers files were destroyed in the 1930’s).
Obituary of her husband in The British Medical Journal of 28 September 1940 page 434 of
the following: ‘We regret to announce the death in London on September 16 of Dr Edwin Cecil
Hardwicke, who practised for many years at Woolpit, near Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk, and
was held in the highest regard by a large circle of patients and colleagues. He received his
medical education at Cambridge where he graduated B.A in 1902, and at St. Mary’s Hospital,
taking the M.R.C.S. and L.R.C.P. diplomas in 1911 and the Cambridge M.D. B.Ch degrees
in 1913. After qualification Dr Hardwicke was house-surgeon in turn at St. Peters Hospital,
Covent Garden, and at the Kensington and Fulham General Hospital. Throughout the greater
part of the last war he served with a temporary commission in the R.A.N.C and was for a time
on duty at Queen Alexandra’s Military Hospital, Millbank. While in general practice at Woolpit
he held the posts of medical officer and public vaccinator for the No.s 2 and 3 Districts of
Stow. He joined the British Medical Association twenty-seven years ago and was chairman
of the West Suffolk Division in 1928-9.’ In Corpus Christi, Cambridge Register as ‘Adm. pens.
Oct. 1, 1898 of Suffolk. Son of Ezra John, M.R.C.S., of Bury St Edmunds. Born there Mar.
17, 1879. School, Bury St Edmunds Grammar (as Edward C.). Matric. Michs. 1898; B.A.
1901; M.B. and B. Chir. 1915. Master in the Collegiate School, Wanganui, New Zealand,
1904. At St Mary’s Hospital. M.R.C.S.; L.R.C.P., 1911. Temporary Capt., R.A.M.C. House
Surgeon, at St Peter’s Hospital, Covent Garden, Kensington, and at Fulham General Hospital
and Queen Alexandra’s Military Hospital, Millbank. Subsequently lived at Bury St Edmunds,
and at Woolpit, Suffolk.’
Their only son Hugh John Duff (1 August 1883 – 6 September 1918) was killed during
WW1. Born at Woodpark, Lhanbryde, Moray. The Morayshire Roll of Honour (1921) gives
his occupation as sheep farmer. Educated at Inverness College and Edinburgh University
(De Ruvigny’s Roll of Honour) though he does not appear in the Edinburgh University Roll
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of Honour. He was commissioned in the Lovat Scouts (later 10th Bn Cameron Highlanders)
as Second-Lieutenant in Sep 1914, being promoted to Lieutenant in Dec 1914, Captain in
Mar 1915 and Major in Mar 1916. Attached to 22nd Bn Royal Fusiliers Feb-Nov 1917 and
then with the Essex Regiment till Feb 1918, at the time of his death he was attached to
the 1st Bn The King’s (Liverpool Regiment). Being awarded the Military Cross in 1918 for
which the citation in the Supplement to the London Gazette (18 Jul 1918 page 8458) reads
‘For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. He organised supplies of ammunition and
reinforcements at a critical period with great coolness and resource under heavy fire. Later in
the day, he organised a counter-attack, captured his objective, and held it against repeated
attacks and saved a very difficult situation.’ Awarded the Distinguished Service Order in 1918
for which citation reads: “For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty during an enemy
attack. He commanded his company with marked ability, and at a critical time sent back
valuable information to battalion headquarters. He showed courage and cheerfulness under
heavy fire.” Was also twice Mentioned in Dispatches. Buried at Achiet-Le-Grand Communal
Cemetery Extension, Pas de Calais, France. Individual Memorial at St. Duthus Chapel, Tain.
Reported in The Ross-shire Journal of 11 October 1918 of the following: ‘The Late Major
H. J. Duff, D.S.O., M.C. Major Hugh J. Duff, D.S.O., M.C., Lovat Scouts, attached 1st Kings,
whose photograph appears to-day was killed in action, as recently recorded. Deceased was
the only son of the late Mr Hugh A. Duff, Edderton, Ross-shire and Kereru, New Zealand, and
of Mrs Duff, Kereru, Lossiemouth, and grandson of the late Rev. John Walker, St. Andrews,
Lhanbryde. Major Duff was educated at the Tain Academy, Inverness College, and Edinburgh.
For some years he engaged in sheep farming in New Zealand. He came home in 1914, and
received a commission in the Lovat Scouts. He was awarded the M.C. for work done at
Bourlon Wood, and the D.S.O. for work done during the retreat in March, 1918. He had been
twice mentioned in dispatches. Major Duff was killed instantaneously when in command of
his battalion.’
Reported in the Evening Post (NZ) of 17 December 1918 of the following: ‘News has just
arrived from France that Major Hugh J Duff, D.S.O; M.C; Lovat Scouts; has been killed in
action. At the time he was commanding a battalion of the King’s Liverpool’s, to which he
became attached at the beginning of this year. The only son of the late Mr Hugh A Duff, of
Edderton, Ross-shire, and of Keruru, New Zealand. Major Duff was engaged in farming in
New Zealand prior to the war, but came to England in 1914, and received his commission in
Lovat Scouts. His mother lives at “Keruru” Lossiemouth, Scotland. He was educated at Tain
Academy, Inverness College and at Edinburgh. Major Duff was thirty-five years of age.’
Headstone at Tain - In loving memory of Hugh Alexander Duff, of Kereru, Hawkes Bay, New
Zealand, born at Edderton, 22 February 1832 and died there 7 May 1895 and of his wife Eliza
Katherine died 25 Sept. 1925, aged 75 years buried at Kirkhill, Lhanbryde. Major Hugh John
Duff, D.S.O., M.C., only son, killed in action at Beaumetz Lez Cambrai, France, on 6 Sep.
1918, aged 35. Also of William Pope Duff, born at Edderton, 31 August 1835, and died there
29 November 1901.
Hector Ross Duff (11 December 1828 – 6 December 1896) At Edderton on 1841 Census.
Recorded in the New Zealand Electoral Roll of 1875-6 of Pacroa No.3 Wairoa and lease of
Pacroa No.1 and No.2. In Electoral Rolls of 1880-81 and 1890 with his brother Alexander
Ross Duff, settler or sheep-farmer at Napier, Hawke’s Bay. In 1896 Electoral Roll gives his
location at Napier Hospital, sheep-farmer. Recorded in the New Zealand Archives for a lease,
dated 1885, drawn up between Hamana Tiakiwai of Wairoa, the lessor and Hector Ross
Duff and Alexander Ross Duff both of Clydebank, sheep-farmers, Wairoa, the lessees for
Kahuitara No 2 block, Wairoa.
There survives in the National Library of New Zealand a series of 12 letters written by H
R Duff between 1857 and 1875 to the Governor Sir Donald McLean (Sir Donald MacLean
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Papers 1820-1877). One dated 29 April 1875
relates of a Maori named Malachi whom it
seems originally owned the land that Duff
had been granted by the Government, whilst
another of 18 July 1858 asks the Governor to
look after his young cousin when he arrives
in the country. Another dated 27 July 1875 is
a letter of support for an applicant to join the
Constabulary.
Death Notice in the Hawkes Bay Herald of
7 December 1896 of the following: ‘Duff – At
Napier, on Dec 6th, Hector Ross Duff, aged 69
years. The funeral will leave the residence of Mr
G E Richardson for the cemetery at 3.30 pm
today (Monday). Friends will please accept this
Duff Memorial at Tain
intimation.’
Obituary in the Hawkes Bay Herald of 8
December 1896 of the following: ‘Personal. Another of New Zealand’s pioneers was laid to
rest yesterday afternoon, when Mr Hector Duff was buried in the Napier Cemetery, followed
to the grave by a large number of our oldest settlers. Deceased arrived in Wellington about
1857, and later on worked his way up the coast to this district. At the time his brother, Mr
Hugh Duff, was manager of Mr Tanners property at The Bow, while his cousin, the late Mr
H. W. Smith, was sheep-farming at Olrig. Deceased stayed at Olrig some time, and then
with his brother, Mr Alick Duff, went down to the Wairoa district. When the great boom in the
sixties was on in flax deceased engaged in the business at Whakaki, and when the bottom
fell out he returned to the legitimate industry
of sheep farming, taking up a large block of
country with his brother close to the Wairoa
township, a property on which he remained
up to his death. Deceased came of an old
Ross-shire family, and during his long
residence was highly respected and liked by
all with whom he came in contact. Mr Duff
was never married. A brother Mr Hugh Duff,
died at Home recently, and his brother – Mr
Alick – the last of the trio of Duff brothers, is
still amongst us, and long may he remain.’
Napier Council New Zealand Burial register Location of grave at Napier, New Zealand
gives occupation as Clerk buried 8 Dec 1896 of Hector Ross Duff
aged 66, address Napier.
William Pope Duff (31 August 1835 – 29 November 1901) At Edderton on both the 1841 and
1851 Census. Noted to have given £1 to the Ross-shire Patriotic Fund in 1854 (Inverness
Courier 21 December) and had given a second contribution to the Indian Relief Fund of
15s in 1857 (Inverness Courier 17 December). In 1862 he listed as being on the Provisional
Committee of the Extension of the Railway (Inverness Courier 3 April).
On 1861 Census listed as Head of household as Farmer employing 4 men and a boy of 371
acres, with his mother Joanna, sister Joanna, Margaret Ross 60 (Status not given), Mary Ross
23, Dairymaid and Jessie Gray 18, General Servant. Recorded in the 1871 Census as being a
Farmer of 371 acres (of which 174 acres arable, employing 4 men & 2 women) with his mother
Joanna, his niece Louisa 13, Scholar born Ceylon and Annie McKenzie 18, Housemaid and
Annie Ross 18, Cook. Recorded in the 1881 Census as being a Farmer of 321 acres (of
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which 180 acres arable, employing 4 men, 1 boy & 3 servants) with his half-niece Louisa
18, Scholar born Candy, Ceylon and Bella Ross 24, Domestic Servant and Johan Munro 22,
Domestic Servant. Recorded in the 1891 Census as being a Farmer with Margaret McBain
34, Housekeeper and Anne Cuthbert 17, Housemaid. Recorded in the 1901 Census as being
a Farmer with Margaret McBain 43, Housekeeper and Maggie Ross 19, Housemaid.
His death is recorded in The Ross-shire Journal of 6 December of 1901 as follows: ‘Death
of Mr Duff, Farmer, Edderton – On Friday afternoon, Mr William P Duff, Farmer, Edderton, died
suddenly. He had been superintending his workmen threshing, and went to turn on some
water. He did not return, and about a couple of hours afterwards was found dead in a sitting
position about fifty yards from the house. The cause of death was heart disease, from which
he had suffered for some time past. Mr Duff, who was the youngest of seven sons, was born
sixty-six years ago on the farm of Edderton, which had been tenanted by his forebears for
generations.’ Buried at Tain.
Robert Pope Ross Duff (20 July 1828 – 9 February 1903) At Edderton on the 1841 Census.
His name appears on a list of prize winners at Tain Academy for Greek 2nd Prize 4th section
(Inverness Courier 14 August 1844). He appears in the 1860 US census at the Scales Diggings
Township No.2, Sierra, California where he was sharing accommodation with a Henry May,
28 from Germany, likely he was prospecting for gold. I could not find him in either the 1870
or the 1880 US Census’s. In the 1900 US Census he was a lodger at 338 Eddy Street, San
Francisco in the 13th Precinct, noted as had emigrated to America in 1849, occupation given
as Produce Dealer. 1890 Census lost due to a fire in 1921.
Recorded in the Crocker-Langley San Francisco Directory of 1900 as resident at 336 Eddy
Street with Duff & Co Produce Commission Agents at 216 Davis. In 1894 San Francisco
Telephone Directory at 222 Davis listed as Commission Merchant. In Langley’s San Francisco
Directory for 1889 as being resident at 813 Howard with Duff & Co listed at 222 Davis. In
Langley’s San Francisco Directory for 1879 as being resident at 813 Howard with Duff & Co
at 316 Davis listed as Merchant Produce Commission. In Langley’s San Francisco Directory
for 1875 as being resident at 320 Minna with Duff & Co at 316 Davis listed as Merchants
Commission Produce. In Langley’s San Francisco Directory for 1871 as being resident at 320
Minna, business of Williamson & Duff at 421 Davis listed as Merchants Commission Produce.
In 1872 Directory as Duff & Co. Not listed in Directory for 1868. No directory for 1870, 1869
Directory not available online.
Reported in the San Francisco Call of 2 February 1903 of the following: ‘Duff Expires at
Hospital. Aged Man Who Was Hurt by Electric Car Succumbs. Motorman Is Arrested and
Booked on Charge of Manslaughter. Robert P. Duff, the aged commission merchant, 216
Davis Street, who was knocked down by an Eddy-street electric car Wednesday night at
Eddy and Polk streets, died at St. Mary’s Hospital early yesterday morning and his body was
taken to the Morgue. Louis H. Moore, the motorman, was arrested and booked at the City
Prison on a charge of manslaughter. He was released on $50 cash bail. Moore said the old
man came out of a saloon on the corner and started to cross the street. -When about six feet
from the track he stopped, looked at the approaching car and “suddenly ran forward to cross
the track. Moore applied the Brakes and let down the fender, but the edge of the car struck
Duff and threw him on his head and he rolled over clear of the track. Duff was taken to the
Central Emergency Hospital in an unconscious condition, where his injuries were diagnosed
as a lacerated wound of the scalp and possible fracture of the skull. He was later taken to St.
Mary’s Hospital.’
Death Notice in the San Francisco Call 3 Feb 1903 of ‘Duff— In this city. February 1, 1903.
Robert P. R. Duff, a native of Ross-shire, Scotland, aged 73 years. Friends and acquaintances
are respectfully invited to attend the funeral Wednesday, at 10 o’clock, from the funeral parlors
of Hunker & Lunt. 2666 Mission Street, Mission Masonic Temple, between Twenty-second
and Twenty-third streets. Interment Cypress Lawn Cemetery.’
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Due to the earthquake and fire in San Francisco
in 1906 further details and records of his death are
likely to be lost. Note difference in date of death to
family memorial in church.
Alexander Ross Duff (10 December 1833 – 2
November 1912) At Edderton on 1841 and 1851
Census. His name appears on a list of prize
winners at Tain Academy for the 1844-45 session
for Arithmetic 2nd prize 3rd section (Inverness
Courier 30 July 1845). Recorded in New Zealand
Electoral Rolls in 1870-71 as listed at Keruru,
Clive under the Ruahine Range on land leased
from Government. In 1880-81 with his brother as
above. Listed also 1880-81 at Wairoa – Wahara
Gravestone at San Franciso, USA
freehold mostly of blocks no.s 46, 47, 55 and 55,
of Robert Pope Ross Duff
sheep-farmer. In 1905-6 at Wairoa, Hawke’s Bay –
sheep-farmer, ibid for 1911.
Death reported in the Manawatu Standard (NZ) of 8 November 1912 of the following:
‘Personal. On Saturday afternoon a well-known Wairoa settler, Mr A. R. Duff, passed away. Mr
Duff has been in Wairoa since 1866, and was the owner of Clydebank Station, acquired by the
Government some years ago. The deceased was a bachelor, but he leaves several relatives in
New Zealand and abroad. The late Mr H. A. Duff, of Keruru, was his bother. He has also two
other nephews, sons of Surgeon-General Duff,
Messrs J L and H L Duff. The latter gentleman
was lately Acting-Governor of Nyasaland, British
Central Africa, and a writer of some note. He
published a standard work in Nyasaland. Mr Duff
was over seventy years of age.’
Conclusion
The Duff family of Edderton seem to have led
a very interesting life, from Edderton to New
Zealand and back and again back to New Zealand
with successive children and grandchildren
going there – a story still to be told. Though a
few mysteries remain. Unknown who erected the
memorial in Nigg Church, there is no mention of
the memorial in the Kirk Session records, was it
one of his grandchildren? Was Hugh Duff born at
Nigg? Was this the connection? Where were he
and his wife and daughter Joanna buried? Why
no family headstone? Was there one but it is now
lost? Was it at Edderton, Nigg or Tain?

Gravestone at Wairoa, New Zealand
of Alexander Ross Duff
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The Macleods of Greshornish
By Ian Campbell Harris

Donald MacLeod, 1st of the MacLeods of Greshornish in Skye, was born about
1619 as the fifth and youngest son of Sir Rory Mor MacLeod, the 15th Chief at
Dunvegan, and his wife, Isabel of Glengarry. Donald subsequently became the
father of the 1st MacLeod of Ullinish, who was in turn the grandfather of the
1st MacLeod of Dalvey (the Dalvey and Ullinish MacLeods being the respective
topics of my previous two articles).

It seems Donald attended the University of Glasgow, and in 1636 he succeeded to the
life-rent of the Greshornish estate provided by his father, the Chief. Greshornish (like earlier
spellings such as ‘Grishernish’), derives from the Norse language (meaning grice or pig and
ness or headland), the headland being a lesser peninsular of the Waternish peninsular district of
northwest Skye, and bordering the narrow sea-loch known as Loch Greshornish.
In about 1652, Donald MacLeod married Janet, daughter of Sir Donald MacDonald, 11th
Chief of Clanranald, and their only child was Alexander and he married Mary, daughter of the
Rev Angus MacQueen, minister of Sleat parish in south Skye. Their daughter in turn was named
Janet, and about 1692 she married Alexander’s first cousin, John MacLeod, 2nd of Talisker, with
one of their offspring becoming the grandmother of Alexander MacLeod, 1st of Dalvey.
In about 1705, this Janet then married secondly Sir James MacDonald, 6th Baronet of Sleat,
and grandson of an Earl of Morton. Janet’s son by him was Sir Alexander MacDonald, 7th
Baronet of Sleat, and it was close by his home in Skye - Monkstadt - that Flora MacDonald
landed Bonnie Prince Charlie after their epic escape by boat, and where she received some
help despite Hanoverian soldiers being garrisoned there
Janet’s grandson, James, the 8th Baronet, died in Rome aged only twenty-five, though
considered one of the greatest scholars and mathematicians of his time, and hailed as the
“Scottish Marcellus” by the prominent philosopher, David Hume, and even the Pope. Janet’s
other grandson, Alexander, duly succeeded as 9th Baronet (later 1st Baron MacDonald), and he
received Dr Johnson and Boswell at his residence at Armadale in Sleat. However, Dr Johnson
and Boswell were critical of him as an exploitative absentee landlord, although acknowledging
this Eton educated laird as “a gentleman of many talents”. Janet’s great-grandson, the 11th
Baronet (& 3rd Baron), married a daughter of HRH the Duke of Gloucester, so that Janet’s
descendants through him were of the blood royal, and include the High Chief of Clan Donald.
Of the three daughters that Janet also bore the 6th Baronet of Sleat, two likewise married
baronets, namely Sir Robert Douglas, 6th Baronet of Glenbervie (author of the ‘Peerage of
Scotland’), and Sir Alexander MacKenzie, 5th Baronet of Coul. The 7th Baronet of Coul (Janet’s
great-grandson) was the Sir George MacKenzie who wrote the influential work, “A General View
of the Agriculture of Ross and Cromarty”, doing much to promote the sheep-farming and other
“improvements” that led to the infamous clearances. As a scientist and Vice-President of the
11

www.highlandfamilyhistorysociety.org

Royal Society of Edinburgh, Sir George was very interested in mineralogy, and discovered that
diamonds were only a form of carbon, but unfortunately he lost his mother’s diamonds in doing
so.
In about 1665, Donald MacLeod, 1st of Greshornish, married secondly, Margaret, daughter
of Hugh Fraser, 4th Laird of Foyers (by Loch Ness). They had four sons and a daughter, Marion,
who married a Chief of MacKinnon. Donald died in about 1708, and was buried close to his
eldest son, Alexander, who had died in 1702. It was therefore the eldest son of his second
marriage who succeeded him at Greshornish; while it was his youngest son who founded the
Ullinish branch of the MacLeod Chiefly family.
This 2nd of Greshornish was Norman MacLeod, who was born in about 1666 and in 1698
married Catherine, daughter of Lauchlan MacLean, 10th Laird of Coll (a Hebridean island). They
had three sons and a daughter, and Norman died in about 1730. His eldest son, Donald, studied
for the ministry at King’s College, Aberdeen, and in 1754 became the minister of Duirinish
parish. Greshornish was also located there, and as 3rd of Greshornish he succeeded to the
lease.
In 1728 the Rev Donald MacLeod had married Anne, daughter of the Rev John MacLean,
minister of North Uist. Among the few surviving Gaelic poems, of which Donald wrote many,
is a beautiful eulogy addressed to Anne on the first morning of their wedded life. Donald and
Anne had two sons and four daughters. It was the youngest daughter, Margaret, who at the
age of only sixteen married the seventy-five year-old Donald MacLeod, “The Old Trojan” of
Berneray, as his third wife, and among their nine children was Marion who wed her kinsman,
the 1st MacLeod of Dalvey. The Rev Donald MacLeod died in 1759, and an obituary in the
national ‘Scots Magazine’ mentioned his literary talents as well as his very amiable character
and charitable works.
Donald MacLeod was succeeded at Greshornish by his eldest son, Norman, who was born in
1729. In about 1788, he married his second cousin, Margaret, the daughter of Sheriff-Substitute
Alexander MacLeod of the Ullinish MacLeods, by whom he had an only child, Nora. Norman
was thus the brother-in-law of Alexander MacLeod, 1st of Dalvey, as well as being his second
cousin. He was also, of course, the maternal uncle of Alexander’s wife, Marion.
When Norman’s tack or lease of Greshornish expired in 1796, the Chief of MacLeod did not
re-new it and indeed he sold the Greshornish estate to Sir James Shaw. Norman MacLeod, 4th
of Greshornish, died soon after in about 1799, and his unmarried brother died in 1805, so with
them these MacLeods of Greshornish died out in the male line.
In 1840, the Greshornish estate was re-purchased for £8,000 by the 25th Chief of MacLeod,
and he spent some £2,000 improving the estate buildings. However, the Chief was financially
ruined by the costs involved alleviating the distress caused to his clansfolk by the potato famine
in the 1840s, and consequently Greshornish was sold again in 1854, this time to Sir James
Stewart for £7,500.
In about 1862, Kenneth MacLeod of the Gesto MacLeods purchased Greshornish together
with other Skye properties (including Orbost) having made a fortune in India from tea and
indigo plantations. He then made his home at Greshornish but remained unmarried. He was
a progressive and benevolent laird, if rather eccentric and paternalistic. He also founded the
nearby township of Edinbane, where he established the first hospital in Skye. Kenneth created a
new mansion called Greshornish House by enlarging an existing building near the old tacksman’s
(leaseholder’s) residence. His sister, Janet, acted as his housekeeper and she was the source
of many local stories passed down to her grand-niece’s daughter, Otta F. Swire, who was to
become a popular author on the subject of Skye, duly using this material in her books. Kenneth
MacLeod entertained the prominent Victorian author and poet, Alexander Smith, who wrote a
highly descriptive account of the Greshornish estate and “The Landlord” in his evocative book,
‘A Summer in Skye’.
After Kenneth MacLeod died in 1869, Greshornish was inherited by his five year-old grandnephew, Kenneth Robertson, to whose name ‘MacLeod’ was added as a condition of the
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inheritance. During his minority, the estate was managed by his father, John Robertson, but
he was very hostile towards the crofters. The Census of 1871 records him as a farmer of about
13,000 acres of which 300 were arable, and employing 26 men and 3 boys. Present with him
was his wife and nine children, including the 6 year-old Kenneth, although he was actually only
the second youngest son.
The following Census in 1881 recorded John Robertson as a farmer of 14,500 acres of which
800 were arable, and employing 30 men and 10 women, but Kenneth was not present then.
By the time of the next Census in 1891, Kenneth was shown as the head of the household and
as an unmarried 26 year-old landed proprietor, and present with him were just three servants.
Kenneth was also there during the Census in 1901, being again described as unmarried, while
four servants were present. The following Census of 1911 found Kenneth still unmarried (with
three servants), but it was just the next year that he married the daughter of General Stevenson
who was Governor of Guernsey for a time. Kenneth died in 1945, leaving the property to his
son, Roderick, who became Commandant of the Scottish Police College. However, he sold
Greshornish in 1959 to a butcher in Portree, Donald Matheson, who began selling off portions
of the estate. Some was purchased by Major Ruaridh Hilleary, who happened to be the grandnephew of Kenneth Robertson MacLeod and also heir to the neighbouring Edinbane estate.
Major Hilleary’s property included the original tacksman’s house, which had become derelict,
but he had it carefully restored in 1985, and then let it as a comfortably furnished holiday home.
The two upper floors had a total of five double bedrooms and two bathrooms, and accessed
from the ground floor by a “baronial” staircase. Major Hilleary named the house “The Orde of
Greshornish”, and it is an officially “listed” building.
Much of the estate was given over to tree planting, and by 1989 an Angus Beaton was
farming 2,054 acres; while 3,598 acres were owned by absentee titled Germans of the royal
house of Württemberg. Meanwhile, Greshornish House and its grounds were purchased by a
Mrs Margaret Cowan in 1966, and in 1972 sold on to a Mrs Irene Black. Then in 1979, a Mrs
Jane Dickson bought the property and turned it into a hotel calling it Greshornish House Hotel.
It could accommodate 25 guests, who also had access to the drawing room with open log
fire, and a dining room serving local fare. There was even a resident piper. Tradition had it that
Greshornish House also had a resident ghost in the form of a kilted man and a haunted room. A
nearby mussel and shellfish farm was owned by the hotel and contributed some of its produce
to the hotel’s kitchens. The attractive snowdrops at Greshornish derive from Crimean bulbs
brought home to Skye by soldiers in the Crimean War.
Greshornish House nevertheless retained much of its former character, and was likewise
officially “listed” (the oldest part dating to 1740). In 2004 the hotel was taken over by Neil and
Rosemary Colquhoun, Neil being a retired Eton schoolmaster. The new owners then carried
out some refurbishment and alterations, which included converting the victorian kitchens into
a restaurant.
In September 2008, Greshornish House Hotel was the venue for a meeting of experts on
the Lockerbie tragedy twenty years before, when an American airliner (Pan Am Flight 103) was
blown up by terrorists and crashed over the town of Lockerbie in Scotland killing 270 people;
indeed one of the victims was a granddaughter of Otta Swire. The conclusions of this meeting
called for a fresh inquiry, and was appropriately named the “Greshornish Accord”.
Although Greshornish is no longer owned by MacLeods, links with descendants of the
MacLeod Chiefly family do continue. The Chiefs had owned it for 565 years when they sold it in
1796; and until then it had been occupied for some 170 years by a senior cadet branch of the
Chiefly family, and remained with a closely related Murray family until (or almost until) purchased
in the 1860s by Kenneth MacLeod, who also represented a scion of the MacLeod Chiefly line,
since his father had been the 15th of Gesto; the latter’s family owned Greshornish until 1959;
and then after a short hiatus another member of the same family purchased a part of the estate
again.
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Postscript to “Honest David David Ross of the General PostOffice in Edinburgh”
By Dr Jim Mackay
David Ross (–1789), originally from Rosskeen, and
great friend of Sir John Gordon of Invergordon, was the
unusual combination of a writer (solicitor) and accomptant
(accountant). He was employed as accountant with
the custom house in Edinburgh (Leith), and then firstly
accountant and secondly secretary of the GPO in
Edinburgh. But at the same time, he acted as the Edinburgh
“doer” of many northern gentlemen, merchants, clergy
and friends. He kept thousands of communications from
these contacts, and this material stored in the National
Records of Scotland under RH15/44 is an important
Photograph of bust of Sir John Gordon
source of primary material for northern historians. But
of Invergordon courtesy of Highland
Photographic Archive, Inverness Museum &
information about the origins of “Honest David” as Sir
Art Gallery, High Life Highland
John affectionately called him has proven very difficult
to find. We know about his sisters, scattered about the
Highlands, and his mother in Invergordon and Ankerville, as he supported most of them as
their letters and receipts amply demonstrate. But who were his family?.
Since my initial article (Highland Family History Society Journal, May 2013), several researchers
have confirmed that they too have wondered about this but could not assist. I had put it down as
one of life’s unsolved mysteries, but recently came across a bundle of receipts in RH15/44/239.
Two of them referred to David’s mother, Ann Ross, as widow of the late John Ross, gardener,
Invergordon. Puzzle solved!
There is a lesson here. I had seen a letter addressed to David as David Ross Junior, and I
had assumed wrongly from this that his father would also have been named David. I have been
misled this way before. Another writer, John Rose Junior in Thurso, apprentice to John Rose the
Sheriff Clerk for Caithness, proved not to be a son at all; it appears he called himself Junior to
differentiate himself given there could be confusion with two writers of the same name in Thurso.
There was another writer in Edinburgh called David Ross early in David Ross’s career and the term
must have been used to make the same differentiation.
Son of John Ross, gardener at Invergordon. Given David’s close friendship with Sir John Gordon
of Invergordon, I take it that John Ross looked after Sir John’s gardens at Invergordon Castle and
lived in the “Gardener’s House” shown just to the east of the castle in a copy of an estate plan in
the National Records (RHP37985) which I date approximately to the 1750s.
The gardeners of the nobility are surprisingly well-recorded. The Earl of Cromartie’s gardener
at the time of the second Jacobite Rebellion, for instance, was John Hall, and he went on to be
gardener at Foulis, and the gardener at Balnagown at this time was Alexander Sangster. But how
could a gardener afford to get his son trained as a lawyer and accountant? One would have to
look at Sir John Gordon, incredibly loyal to his friends, as having helped the son of his gardener
to reach his potential. This is supported by a note in Sir John’s pocket-books (MS.108) in the
National Library of Scotland: “Davie Ross to be got plac’d”.
We have no portrait of either David Ross or Sir John Gordon, but surprisingly a bust of Sir
John as a young man turned up a few years ago. Used as a door stop in a store in Balintore for
a long time, the bust when cleaned up turned out to be a 1728 original by French sculptor Edmé
Bouchardon — one of the 18th Century’s most fashionable sculptors. Worth £1.4 million! The
debate as to what should be done with the bust is still ongoing, but that is another story…
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The Mill at Strath
By Kathy Elam

When I started my research into the Forbeses in the late 80s, I knew that my great grandfather
was born and lived in Strath, one of the communities that made up the Parish of Gairloch in
Wester Ross. I found that he, Robert Forbes, his brothers and his father, uncles and grandfather
were all meal millers. I was curious about the role and social standing of millers in the West
Highlands and contacted what turned out to be an amazing source of knowledge about them
in the form of the late Donald Macintrye at the Gairloch Heritage Museum. So thanks to him
posthumously for a lot of what follows
He had discovered that the Laird’s Mill at Strath had “been recently built in 1639” and remained
there and working until the 1920s and a few of the foundation stones could still be seen in the
1990s. He had (and I have) a list of the names of the millers from the start to the end with a few
gaps.
The “first” Robert Forbes was born in the parish of Kilmorack, Inverness-shire c 1780 – a bad
decade for records! I found, in the Forfeited Estate Papers in Edinburgh, that the Factor after
Culloden was a Captain John Forbes from Newe in Aberdeenshire and he leased himself a mill.
What I did not find was that he passed it on to his son/nephew etc. so I could establish how “my”
Forbes ancestors became millers (if they were not already millers). Nor could I find if their move to
Inverness-shire was anything to do with the aftermath of Culloden.
Robert Forbes in Kilmorack, as well as having daughters, had three sons, George, Alexander
and James who all apparently re-located to Wester Ross and worked as millers firstly in Laide,
Second Coast and Gairloch. In the 1841 Census Robert and George were working as millers in
the parishes of Ullapool and Lochbroom but by 1851, Alexander was at Second Coast, George
was at Boor where he remained till after 1861, but by 1871 was at Strath. By 1881 George’s son
John was shown as the miller at Strath, George having died in 1873.
An interesting bit of oral history came to me in the early 1990s via Donald Macintyre’s mother
and her twin sister. They were formerly Lalla and Kate Mackenzie and were born in 1897. They told
me that Roderick Forbes (Robert’s brother and the last miller) was known as the Colonel because
of his rather proper manner and formal form of speech but was actually called Rory. Before they
died in 1994 Lalla Macintyre told me that she and her sister, as schoolgirls in the 1900s, loved to
watch the mill working when Rory would give them each a handful of sgioladh [the husked but not
15

www.highlandfamilyhistorysociety.org

yet ground meal] which they ate enthusiastically. She told me he would walk up to Mihol to open
the sluice stone. He would then sit down, slowly fill his pipe and amble back to the mill, which was
about a mile away, and was there in time for the water to arrive.
What was unusual about the mill at Strath was that it was slap bang in the middle of the village
and was a focal point for a lot of village activities. What was also rather nice was that, when I
stayed at the Millcroft Hotel in Gairloch in the late 1990s, I was treated like a long lost resident.
Looking at the wider perspective on millers in society they were usually installed by the laird
who wanted his tenants to use the mill and reimburse the miller for doing so. The poorer tenants
could not afford to do so and boycotted the mill and just used a quern stone at home. Some
factors sent men to smash the querns. The miller could often end up in the middle and got the
blame.
It seems that these problems did not occur in Strath and there were two reasons for this: firstly
Sir Hector Mackenzie and his sons refused to evict a single tenant during the clearances and
evicted crofters from elsewhere moved into the area so after the sheep arrived in the area the
population increased. Charges to use the mill were not excessive. The Gairloch estates had been
owned by the Mackenzies since the 15th Century and their actions during the clearances make
them seem unusually caring.
Secondly the mill was in an unusual location being in the centre of the village. The twins could
remember crofters arriving with their grain and using the kiln as a waiting room. At night yarns
were told and songs sung as it became a place for a ceilidh. Even after the mill had ceased to be
used the door leading to the drying floor was used as a notice board and a place for the men to
put the world to rights.
I thus found out how millers worked in Wester Ross and how they fitted into the community.
What would be even better would be to find a link to Captain John Forbes and the families in
Aberdeenshire as a certain Robert Forbes from Aberdeenshire was found “Not Guilty” of High
Treason after Culloden and he would be an interesting ancestor to have, but that is another story!
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Journey from Scotland to Australia
By Miss S. Ross

My great grandfather, Andrew Ross, second son of Alexander Ross
and Janet Munro, was born 1819 in a tiny fishing village, named
Portmahomack, near Tain, facing the Dornoch Firth on the Tarbat
Peninsular. Alexander was a fisher, so it is assumed that Andrew would
have been used to boats and the sea, and would have helped his father.
Andrew’s siblings were Hugh, born 1818; Mary, Margaret & Christy,
born during the 1820s; George, born 1831.

Andrew was apprenticed to a smith and gained knowledge working with metal and wood.
Such knowledge he would use years later when he began farming. It is not known when he
left Scotland or indeed England. He acted as a journeyman, making his way south to Liverpool
and Bristol, looking for a ship, having decided to immigrate to Australia.
Andrew is next found in Cape Town, South Africa. There he stepped onto a small ship the
Blue Belle, 180 tons, bound for Australia. Once into the voyage the steerage passengers were
expected to act as crew, and worked their passage across the Indian Ocean. The ship moved
south to gain the best currents, the area known as the Roaring 40s. Exceedingly rough and
very hard on the crew.
The Blue Belle arrived in Adelaide, South Australia in May 1851. One can imagine that
Andrew must have been very glad to have arrived, after such a hard passage and found work
as a journeyman smith. In June 1851 gold was found in Victoria, enticing a huge influx of
people from all over the world, to try their luck as ‘diggers’. Andrew walked, with others for
company, into Victoria. Legend has it that he found gold at the diggings of Forest Creek. He
carried the gold with him at all times and slept with it under his pillow.
Andrew walked to Castlemaine, a busy town in Central Victoria. Here he met and married
Mary Rose in 1854. Mary had arrived in Victoria in 1852, on a fever ship which had been
quarantined just inside Port Philip Bay for 3 months. She had travelled with her father Angus
and mother Sarah, along with two sisters and one brother.
In 1857 the Victorian Government had advertised for sale, blocks of land in Central Victoria,
either of 320 or 640 acres. Using the gold he had found, Andrew purchased a block of 320
acres in Laanecoorie, on the Loddon River, south of Bendigo. He went into partnership with his
father-in-law Angus Rose, to create a small dairy farm. There, he would have made use of the
skills he had acquired during his apprenticeship. He would have sold milk to the inhabitants
of Bendigo.
Andrew and Mary had 11 children, two of whom died young. The children grew to adulthood,
worked on the farm, and the girls married farmers from the surrounding district. A small mine
was established on the property but was not successful, so was closed. It was called “Old
Centennial”, perhaps a reference to Queen Victoria’s 50th anniversary on the throne. All that
remained as evidence of the mine was a large mound of tailings (excavation diggings).
My father, Ray Ross, used to visit his Ross cousins when young and into his 20s. He would
be accompanied by his old friend who became his brother-in-law. They would hike in the
property and shoot rabbits (the rabbits being in plague proportions).
Andrew and Mary and their children attended the Presbyterian Church in Eddington, a village
close to Laanecoorie, where they lived. There is a memorial window in the church to Andrew,
he being a pioneer in the district. Andrew died in 1895, much respected by friends in the area,
and esteemed by his family. Mary died in 1924, aged 90 years.
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Don’t accept everything you read without checking it
By John Durham

I have been researching my family history for many years and during that time have come to
realise the importance of thoroughly checking genealogical data, even if at first sight it appears
to be genuine. Not all information, particularly from secondary sources, and in some cases
even primary sources, is as accurate as it should be. Verifying your findings by checking with
a second source is a very sensible habit to develop. The following items culled from my own
researches will demonstrate how often errors appear on public documents.
In the 1891 census for Latheron on page 7 of enumeration district 15 you will find an entry for the
farm of Ballachly. The head of household is John Williamson, he is married, aged 85, a farmer and
was born in Latheron. In the 1881 census for Wick on page 23 of enumeration district 2, a John
Williamson is a visitor at a house in Shore Lane, a horse dealer, aged 72 and born in Edinburgh.
Do both these entries refer to the same man and, if so, where was he actually born? The answer
to the first question is yes, but you need to look at his entries in the 1851, 1861 or 1871 censuses
to confirm that Edinburgh was his place of birth. In the 1891 census the enumerator may have
forgotten to note down his place of birth and assumed it was the same parish as for all the other
members of the household. Using that census as the only source could have resulted in wasting
valuable research time looking for a birth in Latheron.
In census returns places of birth are usually correct, whereas ages are notoriously inaccurate.
I suspect that the main reason for these anomalies is that, particularly in the farming areas in
Caithness, where most of my ancestors came from in the 19th century, illiteracy was quite common.
The inference being that those whose age was correctly recorded could probably read and write.
However I have noticed that women in particular were sometimes reluctant to admit their correct
ages. The table below shows the actual and recorded ages for three couples covering consecutive
census returns found in Caithness and Orkney.

In the first example, in 1871 and 1881 both George and his wife Janet must have been affected
by the “Northern Lights”, a natural phenomenon visible quite often in Caithness. In the 10 years
since 1861 they had both aged by only 7 years, whereas 10 years later George was claiming to
have aged 16 years and Janet an amazing 18 years. In the second example it is Janet Durran who
is ‘being economical with the truth’. In 1851 and 1861 she is in service and pretending to be 2 years
older than she actually was. When she married in 1866 her husband was 27 whereas she was 32,
but she stated that she was only 28. Just over 4 years later in the 1871 census she was to make
matters worse by taking another two years off her age. In subsequent censuses she added back
one year each time. Even in 1911 she was recorded as being 73. Her son John, who recorded her
death in 1914, told the Registrar that she was 80 years old which, after 63 years of inaccuracy was
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nearly correct, being only 4 months out.
In the third example all the ages were correct for both husband and wife, as were the ages
for all their children. This I believe was almost certainly due to the fact that James Durran could
both read and write. In 1865 he had unfortunately over-extended himself in his shoemaking
business to such an extent that he was declared bankrupt and a trustee was appointed to see
how much money could be raised from his assets to compensate the creditors. That James was
well educated is shown by the following letter which he wrote to this trustee in the mistaken belief
that his gold watch should not be included in the assets of his business: Lerwick, 19th Sept 1865
Dear Sir,
I am in receipt of your note of yesterday’s date requesting the delivery of my watch and chain this
day before noon. In compliance with such, I do not see myself justified in delivering the same as
I hold it as personal property until such time as you produce a Sheriff’s Warrant and take it off
my person before witnesses. Having spoken to you yesterday on the subject, and you as trustee
having granted permission to keep the watch &c in my possession until such time as I would have
communication with my Law Agent in Edinburgh, I was rather astonished in receiving your note
as I thought you would not vary so much from the point in question. But I rather suspected this
hurried offering as I heard you were asking advice on the subject last night going over the street
from some party not interested.
I am Dear Sir
Yours truly
James Durham.
This bankruptcy of my great grandfather was to result in two of his children entering incorrect
information on documents that are currently lodged at the National Nautical Museum in Greenwich
in London. In 1869 a bill was passed by which debtors were no longer to be sent to prison.
Unfortunately as James was declared bankrupt in 1865 he spent 9 months in Fort Charlotte gaol
in Lerwick in the Shetland Isles before he was released early on health grounds. The family soon
moved to Edinburgh and then finally settled in Thurso. Prior to his incarceration two sons had
been born in Lerwick and both subsequently became master mariners. When they filled in their
application forms to sit the examinations for second mate, first mate and then master, they both
entered Thurso as their place of birth and not Lerwick. I suspect that the family decided that a
veil should be drawn over what happened in Shetland and the name Lerwick should be expunged
from memory.
Minor differences in spelling a surname are a fact of life but sometimes a name can be drastically
changed. I was in correspondence with a lady about another Durran, whose branch has not
been connected to my main line. He caused major problems for his eldest son by making up a
completely new name between marriages, which was not just a simple Durran to Durham. The
eldest child of William Durran, master draper and Annie Maria Clayfield, he was named William
George Angus Durran when he was born 27th June 1887 in Ebbw Vale in Wales. In 1910 he
married and he and his wife had two children, one of whom died aged 5 months, and his wife died
a year later in 1914, probably in childbirth. William George then married for a second time in 1917
in Cardiff, but deserted his wife when their only child died soon after birth.
He then married for a third time, also in Cardiff. He tried to hide the fact that was committing
bigamy, a crime in those days, so called himself Angus McDarren. This marriage produced two
children, who of course bear the surname McDarren. My correspondent was a descendant of one
of these children and, having decided to research her family history, turned up at the library in
Thurso asking if they had any information about the name McDarren. Not surprisingly this request
was greeted with surprise and probably some hilarity, but fortunately one of the staff suggested
that perhaps she should try the name Durran. As a result she was given my name as a contact
and I was able to help confirm that her grandfather Angus McDarren was in fact William George
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Angus Durran.
The sole surviving child from his first marriage was a son called Peter Ronald St Clare Durran.
At Cardiff on 14th March 1936, five months before he was to marry, he changed his name by Deed
Poll making the following declaration before Joseph Lewis, a Commissioner of Oaths: I, Ronald Sinclair McDarren of Number 68 Hewell Street, Grangetown in the City of Cardiff, Able
Seaman, solemnly and sincerely declare as follows: 1. I was born on the 13th day of November 1911 at 73 Gordon Road, Blackwood in the County
of Monmouth. The certificate now produced and shewn to me marked “B” is the certified copy
of the entry of my birth in the Register of Births for the District of Bedwellty, sub-district of Rock
Bedwellty in the said County. I was registered in the names of “Peter Ronald St Clare Durran” but
when I first went to school in Cardiff I was called and known as “Ronald Sinclair McDarren” have
been known by that name ever since and I propose and desire to be known in the future only by
such last mentioned name.
2. The said Birth Certificate; Seaman’s Discharge Book Number R. 39299 and the Examination
Certificate Number M. 2034 and dated 4th February 1936 of the Venerable Order of the Hospital
of St John of Jerusalem (Priory for Wales) refer to me and to no other person.
AND I make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing the same to be true and by virtue
of the provisions of the Statutory Declarations Act 1835. R S McDarren
The next example concerns what most of us would consider as being a primary source of
genealogical information, the Old Parish Records or OPR. I was reminded of a problem I had
with the OPR for Dunnet while I was writing the article on the Manson branch of my family tree
that appeared in the previous journal. I had accidentally found this branch on Mormon site called
Familysearch on the Internet. In the article I printed a family group sheet for Sinclair Manson &
Ann Durran whose children were born up to 1848 and noticed that the dates of birth for the last
two were wrong. In 1843 the Disruption within the Established Church of Scotland resulted in the
formation of the Free Church. As Sinclair and Ann joined the Free Church it was no longer possible
to record the baptism of their children in the OPR.
Ann’s brother John Durran was also a member of the Free Church so five children born to him
and his wife Barbara Tait between 1842 and 1854 were not recorded in the OPR at the time. I
have underlined those words as in 1854 the baptisms of four of those children appeared in the
OPR along with many others born to families who had joined the Free Church. There are two
problems with these lists. Firstly they do not include any children who had died in the interim and
secondly they are to be found in family groups so I suspect they were entered in the OPR from
lists extracted from the baptismal registers that were kept by the Free Church.
The 1851 census returns show that John and Barbara had a daughter called Helen, aged 1
year. It was to find Helen’s baptism that I visited the Scottish Record Office, now the National
Archive of Scotland, a few years ago. Fortunately the baptismal register for the Free Church in
Dunnet had been deposited there (not all of them are). I obtained the birth and baptism dates for
all the children, including the two Manson boys born between 1843 and 1854 and I have listed
them along with the corresponding entries found in the OPR. You will notice that the birth date of
Jane Durran is the only one that is correct in the OPR. So if any of you have ancestors who were
members of the Free Church at this time you should try to locate the Free Church Register to
confirm or otherwise if what is entered in the OPR is correct.
And now for an example of what can happen when assumptions are made without checking
the facts. My research interests of Durran, Robertson, Tait and Nicolson have been placed on
the Caithness Surnames Index on the Internet. Some time ago I received e-mail from a lady in
Australia who said her ancestor was a Margaret Robertson born in Greyfriars in Edinburgh in 1795
and who had married a Donald Meiklejohn in Dunnet parish in 1815. As I was researching the
name Robertson in Dunnet, was there a connection?
My immediate reaction was that it did not seem likely that a young girl born in 1792 in Edinburgh
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would marry in Dunnet in 1815. In the early 19th century it was very unusual for children, particularly
girls, to move further than the adjacent parish to seek employment and women invariably married
in the parish of birth. Fortunately Caithness was one of the counties that adhered almost religiously
to the strict naming pattern for children and I was certain this fact would help in identifying the
parents of both Donald Meiklejohn and Margaret Robertson. To test this theory I searched the IGI
to find the children born to this couple.
The order in which the first four children were named was Christian (Margaret’s mother?);
William (Donald’s father?); Margaret (Donald’s mother?) and John (Margaret’s father?). Looking
for likely candidates I came up with a Donald, born 23 Aug 1789 to William Meiklejohn & Margaret
Manson and a Margaret, born to John Robeson & Christian Brotchie and baptised 14 April 1790,
both in Dunnet. The IGI, although a very useful tool for family historians, is a secondary source,
so my next action was to consult the primary source, the OPR for Dunnet. For the baptism of
Margaret Robertson the witnesses were George Brotchie & Christian Shearer. Note the name
Brotchie, possibly indicating a connection between Christian, Margaret’s mother and George,
witness to her baptism. I have found that the names of witnesses can be very useful in confirming
which family a person actually belongs to.
My next action was to check the names of witnesses to the baptisms of the children of Donald
& Margaret. Having recovered from the surprise of finding that one of the witnesses to that of
Margaret Meiklejohn in 1822 was my 3xgreat aunt Anne Durran, I then discovered that John
Robeson & Christian Brotchie were the witnesses to the baptism of John Meiklejohn in 1824. This
was more than enough evidence to convince me that the Margaret Robertson or Robeson who
married Donald Meiklejohn in 1815 was born in Dunnet in 1790 and not in Edinburgh in 1795.
Further research showed that Margaret died in Edinburgh in 1873, a fact that most probably was
the source of the family assertion that she was born there.
We are not finished yet as there is worse to come, this time on the Meiklejohn side of this family.
There were two possibilities for the parents of Donald Meiklejohn. To me the naming sequence
indicated that William Meiklejohn and Margaret Manson were his parents. As far as I was
concerned this was confirmed when I found that Donald’s son, William, had named a daughter
Margaret Christina Manson Meiklejohn and a son John James Robertson Meiklejohn. Note the
use of the Christian names and surnames of three of the four grandparents. In spite of this, the
family tree sent to me on the Internet had Donald Meiklejohn as being born March 1795 in Thurso
to William Meiklejohn & Catherine Smith. This Donald had a brother George born in August 1792,
also in Thurso, and the person who had contacted me had traced descendants of this George
who live today in Dallas in Texas. In the mistaken belief that they were distant relatives, some of
these descendants had been out to Australia to visit her family on at least two occasions. I am
afraid that she was not amused to find out that she is not related to them after all and has not
responded to any e-mails since then. I wonder why?
A cousin gave me a detailed family tree that showed that my 37xgreat grandmother was the
mother of William the Conqueror. It was fortunate that I did not trumpet this fact aloud, as I
subsequently discovered that the Cotgreave family included on it did not exist. It was based on a
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man called Sir Roger Cotgreave who was a figment of the imagination of William Sydney Spence.
In the 1800s his forged family trees were so convincing that one for the Weld family was printed in
Burke’s Commoners and my cousin had unsuspectingly added it to our family tree. So check your
sources carefully or you too could have a nasty surprise awaiting you.

MEMBERS’ DETAILS
New Members:
2432. Mrs Jean Sinclair – Invergordon, Ross-shire IV18 0AE. [Rejoined]
2697. Ms Joy McAskill – Tulsa, Oklahoma 74132, U. S. A.
2698. Ms Patricia Hopkins – Albury North 2640, Australia.
2699. Ms Diane Wilkinson – Inverness IV3 8BY.
2700. Ms Gillean Anderson – Portmahomack, Ross-shire IV20 1RE.
2701. Mrs Ann Ross – Bryanston 2021, South Africa.
2702. Mr Colin Clark - Surrey, British Columbia, Canada
Changes to address etc:
1422. Mr Thomas Spence – Orpington, Kent BR6 0JQ.
1546. Mrs Mary Buchanan – Inverness IV3 8LT.
1846. Mrs Christine Thomas – Largs, N. Ayrshire KA30 8DP.
2060. Mr Alastair G. MacDonald – Braintree, Essex CM77 6TD.
2353. Mr Robert Allan – Huntingdon, Cambs PE29 1AR.
2398. Ms Sheila Ellis – Bridge of Earn, Perthshire PH2 9RJ.
2526. Mrs Jean C. Morrison – Banchory, Abrdeenshire AB31 4AZ.
2677. Mr Alistair Grant – Edinburgh EH3 5NS.
Resignations:
0331. Mrs Mary Davidson
0963. Mr Earl Ross
1356. Mr Alex Wilson
1777. Mr Michael Sim
2115. Mrs Helenor Jones
2344. Mrs Careen Mackenzie
2512. Mr Ewen MacColl
2633. Mr John Macpherson
2666. Mr Charles Connon

0379. Mrs Valerie Moir
1110. Mrs Shirley McCormick
1607. Mr Keith Wilson
1971. Mr Terry MacQueen
2250. Mrs Marlyn Foster
2393. Mrs Joyce Laing
2525. Mr Bruce McBain
2637. Mr Hugh S. Munro

0617. Miss Ada McKay
1327. Miss Lesley Russell
1728. Mrs Liz Grant
2083. Mrs Norma Sinclair
2307. Mrs Elenor Stanton
2504. Mrs Marilyn Strang
2593. Dr. Jane Cook
2665. Ms Susan Kruse

Deaths:
0134. Mr Alexander Fraser
2549. Mrs Muriel E. Bonney

1620. Mr John B. McKay

2237. Mrs Connie S. Wood

PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE
OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Title
Genealogy in the Gaidhealtachd
- Clan and Family History in the Highlands of Scotland
Highland Clan and Family Histories – A Guide to Published Histories,
Genealogies, Family Trees, and some Manuscript Sources
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Weight
300g

Price
£10.00

165g

£6.00

PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE
PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE
FREE CHURCH REGISTERS

Title
Alness - Baptisms 1843-1929, Marriages 1847-1912
Bruan – Births & Baptisms 1847-1906 + Lybster Marriages 1844-1852,
Births & Baptisms 1876-1900
Creich – Births & Baptisms 1843-1897 & Marriages 1843-1896
Dunnet – Births & Baptisms 1843-1867 & 1872-1897 and Marriages
1845-1847 + Canisbay Births & Baptisms 1843-1875
Fearn - Births 1844-1855, Baptisms 1844-1890
Inverness East – Baptisms 1843-1858
Inverness Queen Street + Union Street United Presbyterian Churches
Kirkhill – Births & Baptisms 1843-1854 + Kiltarlity – Births etc, Marriages
Lybster – Births & Baptisms 1843-1875
Knockbain - Baptisms & Marriages + Killearnan - Baptisms
Nigg & Cromarty – Baptisms, Marriages & Deaths
Nigg Associate Presbyterian Church – Baptisms, Marriages & Deaths
Resolis – Baptisms 1843-1868 + Fortrose – Baptisms 1844 – 1855 etc
Rogart – Births & Marriages + Lairg – Births, Marriages and Deaths
Tain & Edderton – Baptisms + Fearn – Marriages 1843-1880
Tongue – Baptisms + Durness – Baptisms & Marriages

County
Ross-shire

Inverness-shire

Nairnshire

MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS

Burial Ground
Alness
Avoch [A4]
Contin Churchyard [A4]
Easter Suddie
Fortrose
Killearnan
Kilmuir (Black Isle)
Rosemarkie [A4]
St Clements, Dingwall [A4]
Urquhart Old Churchyard, Black Isle [A4]
Abernethy Churchyard [A4]
Advie Churchyard & War Memorial [A4]
Alvie Churchyard [A4]
Ardersier Cemetery
Brachlich Cemetery, Gollanfield
Chapel Yard, Inverness [A4]
Cromdale Churchyard [A4]
Croy Churchyard
Dalarossie Churchyard [A4]
Daviot Churchyard
Dores Churchyard
Dunlichity Churchyard
Greyfriars Cemetery, Inverness [A4]
Invermoriston Churchyard [A4]
Old Kilmore Churchyard [A4]
Kirkton of Ardersier Cemetery
Lochend Burial Ground [A4]
Moy Churchyard [A4]
Old High, Inverness [A4]
Old Churchyard, Petty
Geddes
Nairn Cemetery (Victorian Section)
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Weight
370g
420g

Price
£9.00
£9.00

400g
300g

£9.00
£9.00

480g
275g
325g
300g
425g
325g
325g
480g
370g
310g
340g
440g

£9.00
£9.00
£9.00
£9.00
£9.00
£9.00
£9.00
£10.00
£9.00
£9.00
£9.00
£9.00

Memorials Weight
659
80g
452
180g
410
180g
454
50g
450
90g
286
60g
241
60g
575
220g
689
240g
937
245g
437
260g
213
165g
203
155g
371
85g
200
60g
2,802
550g
368
240g
367
85g
221
140g
246
70g
427
90g
315
85g
132
90g
195
150g
496
190g
393
85g
129
105g
174
105g
572
220g
476
100g
124
40g
516
300g

Price
£3.00
£3.60
£8.00
£1.80
£3.00
£3.00
£2.70
£4.50
£4.50
£4.50
£7.50
£6.00
£6.00
£3.00
£1.80
£12.00
£6.00
£2.70
£3.00
£3.00
£3.00
£3.00
£2.40
£6.00
£3.60
£2.70
£2.40
£2.40
£4.50
£3.60
£2.40
£9.00
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