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I am giving our chairman, Angus Bethune, a rest this time, but I will hand him back his
column in time for the November journal. Although I received four articles for inclusion in this
journal, that was not enough to fill the space available. With five of our grandchildren visiting
us within the last four weeks, I have been unable to find the time to write the sixth instalment of
the Gellion family saga. Faced with several empty pages to fill I reverted to a ruse I have used
previously. That is to reprint an interesting article from several years ago. I chose the one that
appears on the following pages by Dr Jim Mackay, based on a talk he gave to the Society in
2003.
Having informed him that I was intending to reprint his article, I sent him a copy of his original
article for any comment or alteration he may wish to make. In spite of Jim also having visitors
staying with him, he very kindly made some changes to his original article, highlighting sources
that were not available to family historians at the time he gave his talk in 2003, and sent the
amended article to me later on that evening. I would like to make yet another plea to members
to send in articles. They do not have to be as lengthy as the one overleaf. The inclusion of
photographs or other media will help to both fill space and add interest.
My next point relates to queries that are sent to the Society by members for our volunteers
to work on. Sometimes they can help, but if not, we will publish the query in the journal. It
is important that any query should contain dates and places where the event took place in
addition to the name of the person being researched. A mention of what sources have been
consulted already would also be useful.
A membership card is included with this journal, which lists the talks that have been arranged
for the new season. This card does not indicate that you have paid your subscription for the new
financial year, but is sent out this way to save the cost to the Society of sending out a receipt
when a members pays. In any case, those who use GENfair to pay their subscriptions will
receive acknowledgement that they have paid. If any member wishes to pay their subscription
by direct inter-bank transfer the Society’s Bank Sort Code and Account Number can be found
on page 22. More and more people are using the internet to control their bank accounts, so this
method of payment may become more popular in the future.
Finally a request for help with our website. We would like a volunteer to keep the website up
to date, add new pages where applicable and perhaps generate an e-journal to be sent to all
members who have e-mail addresses. This person could also look into the possibility of using
Facebook to help get the Society more publicity and perhaps some younger members.

New publications

There are several, some mentioned in the previous journal, but one new one by Graeme
Mackenzie.
They are: (1) Lybster Free Church Births & Baptisms 1843-1875.
(2) Bruan Free Church Births & Baptisms 1847-1906 + Lybster Free Church Marriages 18441852, Births & Baptisms 1876-1900.
(3) Monumental Inscriptions Contin Churchyard.
(4) Highland Clan and Family Histories – A Guide to Published Histories, Genealogies, 		
Family Trees and some Manuscript Sources.
See pages 22 and 23 for costs etc.
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Digging
Andrewdeeper
Davidson

. . . alternative sources of family history

Talk given to the Society by Dr Jim Mackay on 23rd September 2003
Most of us, when we start to investigate our family history, find it relatively
straightforward to trace our family back to the 1850s when civil registration
began in Scotland. Most of us will do so by speaking to relatives, locating
our family gravestones, using the civil registration records and accessing
the official census information.
To move back before then, or to put flesh on the bare bones of the names
of our ancestors, we need to look at a wider diversity of records. I shall
be looking at some of these, and illustrating them with colourful incidents
wherever possible.
An additional reason for my interest in alternative sources is that a few years
ago I set myself the challenge of gathering as much pre-1855 information on
my home parish of Resolis as possible. Some of that has found its way into
Resolis “Slope of Light” Guide to a Black Isle Parish now sold from www.
kirkmichael.info, with all proceeds going to restoration of the Kirkmichael
site in the Black Isle and establishment of a display of medieval gravestones
within the restored buildings.
Church records:
The first material people turn to when they try to push back beyond civil registration and the
census is the church baptism and marriage register, often incomplete, sometimes extending
back into the 1700s or earlier, but commonly starting much later. In Lochcarron,
instance,
Faith, Hope for
& Charity
the registers start around 1820. Given that the Lochcarron Free Church register covering
the period 1843 onward has disappeared, it gives particular difficulties to those of us with
relatives from that parish. The availability of indexed names on genealogy websites has
resulted in researchers simply downloading the page with the specific event – it can be really
rewarding to read the pages around the document to learn more about the placenames of the
parish, other family members, witnesses, idiosyncratic ways of spelling by the clerk.
Data from the Free Church registers from 1843 are not usually included in genealogy
website data, making the recent series of Free Church booklets published by the Society
particularly useful.
Interestingly, when the famous Reverend Donald Sage arrived in Resolis in 1822, he found
that the original registers (which start in 1747) were tattered and already had large chunks
missing. Sage copied them out afresh. Some of the tattered original pages have been kept
with the registers, and when I was transcribing the registers I found that Sage himself in
places had transcribed the originals incorrectly. And then website transcribers introduced
errors into Sage’s transcripts, with the result being similar to Chinese whispers.
Tucked into the Resolis registers are all sorts of useful snippets of information, such as
transfers of ownership between families of burial lairs in the 18th century, and I’ve noticed
similar addenda in many other registers too.
Well, the old parochial registers are easily accessible genealogy websits now. However, in
order to access other church records, you need to visit the National Records of Scotland in
Edinburgh. Probably the most useful are the Kirk Session Records. Where the local archives
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reach a standard suitable for retaining such material, these records have been passed back to,
for instance, the Highland Archive Centre in Inverness. The National Records have, however,
retained the digital imagery in their “Virtual Volumes” and I confess I find it a much easier
process to flip through these digitally than ordering out the originals.
Now, in Resolis, the minister before the Reverend Donald Sage burnt all the early Kirk
Session Records as he didn’t want records of past transgressions being carried forward.
What I found, though, is that the more serious cases were reported up to the Presbytery, and
the Presbytery records contain extracts from the now non-existent Kirk Session Records! The
Presbytery records in fact contain much information on people and events from individual
parishes. There are tremendous stories buried in the routine church business.
For instance, if you are interested in finding if any of your ancestors were involved in
charming, then turn to the Presbytery of Chanonry Records (CH2/66). I’ve noted incidents
in the parishes of Cromarty, Avoch, Kilmuir, Killearnan and Cullicudden. Some cases are
complex and serious, but here are a couple of simpler ones.
In 1732 “Anne Buy in Allanrick in the parish of Kilearnan Cited to this Dyet being Called
Compeared & being Interrogate if She was in use to Charm Catle answered She had some
Skill in keeping Catle from Straying or being Stollen & for that purpose used to repeat some
words in Irish which in Inglish are as follows
The blessing which St Comie gave ye Catle which St Patrick left in the field noe thief Shall
touch them in the fields they Shall not be lost in the waters or Drownd in the Seas from Rocks
& weather & Care footed Swift Thieves They Shall ly down in the Name of the Cross of Earnan
& Rise in the Cross of Christ till they come Again in peace.
The Said Anne Buy being interrogate if She had used that Charm for any other’s Catle Save
those belonging to John McConchy in the parish of Kilmuire wester answered She Did not.
Then she being removed and the presbitery takeing her Case under Consideration They
appointed Master John Robertson to Deal with her Conscience twixt & next presbitry & her
to attend frequently upon the said Master John Robertson her parish Minister twixt & then.”
In 1734 “there was given in a Referance from the Session of Cullicuden anent Donald
Simson Shoemaker in St Martins Bearing Date the seventh of March Current Shewing that the
Said Donald Simson being Cited to their Meeting of the Said Day for going in to the Cornyeard
of Donald Davidson & John Murray in Drumcudden & fetching away thence some Earth with
him in a Clandestine way or manner which lookt like Charmeing or Sorcery whereupon he was
Called & Compearing was Interrogate if he had so Done: He Confessed he did and lodged
the Said Earth in his own Cornyeard to the End the Substance of the Said Donald Davidson &
John Murray their Cornyeard might be transferred to him: And being further interrogate if he
Ever or at any tyme before had practized the Like or Who had taught him to do so: Answered
he Ever did practize it And said that it was a transient beggar who had lodged at his house
the night before he had done it that informed him thereof: Which the Session Considering
& judgeing to be a sin of ane very heinous Nature they did refer the Case Simpliciter to this
Meeting of presbitry to Which they Cited the said Donald Simson apud Acta: Then the said
Donald being Called Compeared & he being Interrogate in terms of the Above reference
Adhered to his Confession in all points Whereupon the Moderator having Seriously Dealt with
him Anent & warned of the Complex Nature & heinousness of his Sin as Containing the Sins of
Envy Avarice Discontent & witchcraft he was remitted to the said Session to Satisfy Discipline
in usual form.”
Similarly, in the Kirk Session Records, you’ll find much interesting and useful material.
The Records are full of investigations into folk slandering each other, profaning the Sabbath
or being accused of charming and witchcraft. It’s quite likely that if it’s a parish of your
antecedents, some of them will pop up in a colourful manner.
More seriously, if you have an ancestor missing a father, then it is likely you’ll find the
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father identified here as the Kirk Session went to considerable lengths to find out. There were
financial as well as moral reasons for this, for if the father of an illegitimate child could be
identified then he could be charged with its maintenance. Nevertheless the zeal with which
such investigations were prosecuted makes uncomfortable reading in this more tolerant age.
The father was often reluctant to identify himself and, surprisingly, the mother always seems
to have conceived as the result of very few incidents of fornication. Here are several examples
from the Resolis Kirk Session Records in the 1820s and 30s (CH2/1191/2).
First of all, a straightforward one:
Margaret McInnear being also called compeared & being suitably admonished &
interrogated.– Acknowledges that she is with child– that Allan McDonald an unmarried man &
son of Alexander McDonald alias Taylor, Tenant in Castlecraig is the Father of her Pregnancy–
That they were guilty with each other two different Times, first, on the Wednesday before
Christmas Old Style (2d day of Jany 1827) in the wood near Brae and about 9 o clock at night
& next on the Monday after new years day Old style (14th day of Jany) in the same place–
never had any carnal connection with any other man– that the said Allan McDonald left the
parish two days after they were guilty with each other the last time & has not returned since–
Does not know where he is but his parents do as she understood they heard from him lately.
Here is one with much more of a story to it:
Anne Mackay in Brae being called compeared and being suitably admonished to tell the
truth & interrogated– Acknowledged that she is with child– That Peter Warren, alias McDonald
in Diruthbeag Parish of Cromdale is the Father of her Pregnancy– Became first acquainted
with him about four years ago in the parish of Edenkillie where she had been in service &
where also the said Peter Warren resided at the time as a day labourer– That during the whole
of that time tho there was a courtship, there was no carnal connection between them; That
then Peter Warren had repeatedly given her a promise of Marriage– That being afterwards in
service in the place of Dalvenin[?] in the Parish of Cromdale she again fell in with Peter Warren
where they renewed their acquaintance & courtship– that on the 29th day of January last & in
the field near her masters house she & the said Peter Warren were guilty with each other– Had
no carnal connection with him since– That about the beginning of Summer last when she was
just about to leave her service in the Parish of Cromdale to come home, had a conversation
with him_ told him her situation– That he then renewed his former promises of marriage to her
& added that in the course of six weeks, he would come after her to the parish of Resolis &
get their Marriage banns published. That she told him if he did not come to see her that she
would soon come back to see him, that he replied, she might depend upon he would not put
her to that necessity.
The Session considering the above confession emitted before them by the said Anne McKay
resolved to send an extract of their minutes in the case to the Kirk Session of Cromdale that
the Parties may be dealt with according to the laws of the church.”
Now here is one which throws much light on the lengths some men would go to avoid
taking responsibility:
The Session took up at this meeting the case of Margaret Robertson Resolis & Robert
McLeod Sadler at Invergordon. [...]
James Bayne being called compeared & being suitably admonished to tell the truth &
interrogated Declares, That he is acquainted with Robert McLeod & Margaret Robertson–
had several conversations with Robert McLeod respecting Margaret Robertson– That on one
occasion, & about the beginning of January last witness together with one David Smart & John
Munro both residing at Invergordon went into Robert McLeod’s shop, that John Munro went
away but that witness & David Smart went with Robert McLeod into his house– that both the
witness & David Smart at the time were the worse of Liquor– that David Smart after some
conversation between them respecting Margt Robertson said to Robert McLeod, “What will
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you give me if I take to be the Father of Margaret Robertson’s child”– that Witness immediately
added; “if you give me a Mutchkin of Whisky we both will take the blame”– that Robert McLeod
said “if you do so I will give you a Gallon”– that Robert McLeod brought down out of his press
a bottle in which there was some whisky & which Witness & David Smart drank in cups as
there was no Glasses.– that Robert McLeod after that went out for more whisky & brought
along with him George Ross Nailer in Invergordon to write out an agreement on the part of the
witness acknowlidging himself the Father of Margaret Robertson’s child & which witness had
agreed to sign,– that after the paper was written, Witness and David Smart refused to sign it
unless they got half Guinea between them– that Robert McLeod not having that sum of money
in the meantime gave them a pair of new shoes value 9/6d & gave them also eighteen pence
or two shillings but does not remember which to make up the difference. That yesterday & the
day before Robert McLeod spoke to Witness on the subject & intreated him to stand to what
he had already done & said, before the Session & this day gave him a sixpence to take a dram.
All which Witness declares to be truth. (Signed) James Bayne Witness.”
An even more remarkable case in the Resolis Kirk Session Records relates to a woman,
with child out of wedlock, who claimed never to have had an association with a man at
all. This resulted in a tremendous fuss, and whether or not virgin births were possible was
debated with medical experts being brought in to advise.
Within the Kirk Session Records lie the more mundane but very useful annual lists of folk
on the Poor Roll and on the Communicants Roll. These lists covered a significant proportion
of the adult population, and the notes attached to them will often tell you when folk died or
moved into or out of the parish. Well worth checking out.
Records of civil and criminal legal proceedings:
One of the most fruitful sources of information I have found has been civil and criminal legal
records, again stored in the National Record. There are various indices to these but indices
cannot tell you if your ancestor was called as a witness in a trial. There is no alternative but to
identify all the cases relevant to your area and plough through the vast amount of paperwork.
There’s always a surprise waiting overleaf when you’re going through legal cases.
This is the sort of information you might find in the proceedings of a civil case. This is an
estate boundary dispute in 1822 found in the Cromarty Sheriff Court records held in the
National Records (SC24/16/3). Numerous local folk appeared at the Bridge of St Martins to
give evidence, including, as an example:
Compeared John MacLean Tenant in Brae who Depones that he is Sixty Six years of age,
was Born at his present residence of Wester Brae, where he has resided all his Lifetime
Depones that he knows Aultnameil which he has always understood to be the Boundary
between the Counties of Ross and Cromarty; And he knows that the Tenants living on the east
Side of said Burn are in the practice of attending the Courts at Cromarty, and that those living
at the West side are in the habit of going to Dingwall and Fortrose to the courts;
Depones that he recollects Several Tenants Successively in possession of the Lands to the
east of said Burn, now in the Occupation of Widow Andrew Holm; That when the Deponent
was a Boy, the same was possessed by Alexander Allan, who was Succeeded by John
Scott; that John Scott’s Successor was Ewen McLean, who was next Succeeded by Robert
Simpson, that Simpson died about Twenty five years ago, and was in possession of said
Lands upwards of Forty years Since; Depones that he knows the place where the Manor or
Mansion House of St Martin Stood, that it is a little to the East of the Said Burn, immediately
to the east of Widow Holm’s House, and the Deponent recollects to have Seen the Walls of
the House Standing.
Criminal cases can include for a single Highland parish prior to 1855 several hundred small
debts cases and probably a few serious cases of violence. You are quite likely to find a
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member or two of your family involved as accused, victim or witness. You can see that if
you’re prepared to dig through these dusty collections you can strike quite a treasure trove
of information.
Legal documents - Charters, Writs, Sasines, Tailzies etc.:
There are of course a whole range of other legal documents - charters, writs, sasines, tailzies
and so on. Most of these prove to be rather disappointing when you investigate them. They’re
useful for tracking the ownership of an area of land, and are of genealogical interest if your
antecedents were landowners, but for the majority of us, they are of limited benefit.
Sasines:
You can purchase sasine indices, or inspect them at various outlets, including the National
Records, and then order the relevant sasine from the National Records or inspect them on
their “Virtual Volumes” on site. There is a great deal of legal jargon to wade through for usually
very little relevant information, but occasionally you will come across a wee gem.
As an example, here’s a typical sasine from 1728 (RS38/8 f379). Identified in it are:
the various officials and witnesses associated with the process
John Barnett tenant in Braelangwell Baillie
Margaret Ross Second lawful daughter to ye deceast David Ross of Inverchasley now Spouse
to Charles Urquhart of Braelangwell
Her eldest brother David Ross now of Inverchasley
Masses of information about the estate of Braelangwell including the names of some tenants
After 1781, the published indexed abridgements of the Register of Sasines make it much
easier to trace land ownership.
As an example, the first one in the Cromarty index is for 22 March 1781:
Henrietta Gordon, relict of Thomas Lockhart, one of the Commissioners of Excise, Scotland,
as heir to William Gordon of Newhall, her brother, Seised, Mar.5.1781, – in Wester St. Martins,
and Alehouse thereof; Easter Balblair or Balblair & Kirkmichael, & Alehouse, Ferry, and Ferry
Boats thereof; parts of the Barony of Newhall, viz. Wester Balblair, Newhall, Rosabrighty, and
Mill of Milltoun or Mill of Kintail, and Teinds, united par. Kirkmichael, and Cullicudden.
Tailzies:
Tailzies are few and far between but caused many legal disputes. They were deeds by which
a landowner tried to set out those who in future generations would succeed to his estate. An
heir of tailzie often had to change his name, as he had to take the surname of the entailer with
the lands. The Register of Tailzies for 1688 to 1833 is held by the NRS under RT1.
A good example is the Gunn Munro of Poyntzfield Tailzie (RT1/22 F. 169R-187V).
Sir George Gunn Munro made out his tailzie in 1783, leaving his estate to his children by his
wife, whom failing to his children by any subsequent wife, whom failing to his nephew George
Gun Munro and male heirs, whom failing to his nephew Innes Munro brother of the said
George Gun Munro and male heirs, whom failing to his nephew George Munro eldest Son of
his deceased Brother Henry Munro and male heirs, whom failing to Henry Munro Second Son
of my said Brother Henry Munro and male heirs, and so on, at great length, usefully setting
out all the relationships.
Wills:
More common, and of great value to the family historian if they exist, are wills. I shall not dwell
on these (as I’m sure most of you make use of wills). Scottish wills are now downloadable
from ScotlandsPeople; English (and some Scottish) wills are downloadable from the Public
Records Office and Ancestry. It is now so easy – much of the material now on the internet
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used to require travelling to Edinburgh (CC and SC repertories in the NRS) or London and
leafing through paper indices or scanning through microfilms until your eyes gave out.
The one tip I’ll give about wills is that vital family information may be held in the will of
somebody only distantly related to the person you’re interested in, or even in the will of a
business associate. I have found that when you’re stuck when trying to confirm a theoretical
relationship, it’s useful to make a note of all the potential in-laws and business associates and
check the indices for wills bearing their names as well. Quite often there will be a confirmatory
reference to your ancestor, even if it’s only that a guinea to buy mourning clothes has been
left to him.
This is where a subscription, even for a minimum period, where available, may be more costeffective than Pay-As-You-Go on a genealogy website. Before you subscribe, make a list of
everything you need to research. Then download every possible related link and go through
it at your leisure.
Estate Records:
A particularly fertile source of genealogical information is the estate record. A range of these
are held in the Highland Archive in Inverness, the National Records in Edinburgh, in estate
chart chests and solicitors’ offices everywhere.
Despite the existence of indices, it is only by diligently ploughing through the vast numbers
of bills of sale, roup documents, invoices, letters and so on that one will come across little
nuggets of information relevant to your own pursuits.
For instance, I’m interested in all material relating to the 1812 Resolis murder of Captain
George Munro by Robert Ferguson, an article on which I have previously written for the
Society’s Journal. Within the estate material is supplementary information relating to the
victim’s widow’s financial affairs and even the bill from the murderer for the construction of
a boat.
Within estate records are usually found masses of rentals, and these can be of considerable
interest. At the very least, they can confirm the presence of your family at the correct residence
and indicate how well-off they were. Even better, there is often supplementary material which
is of even greater value. For example, the rentals of the estate of Newhall in Resolis are held
in both the NRS (SC24/16/3, RH15/44/199) and Highland Archives (HRA/D32), and buried
within these is a judicial review of Newhall rentals in 1762 (in RH15/44/199(iii)). It contains
information provided by all tenants including such interesting material as the following:
John Holme Tennant in Ferrytown – pays yearly 16 Bolls 2 firlots Oatmeal or Bear, a merk pr
Boll in lieu of Services, 1 penny pr Boll in lieu of vicarage Tythes, 1½ Wedders, 19 hens. No
tack. No mailler or subtenant that pays rent to him, only three people that Shears to him in
Harvest viz Donald Mackay Peter MacConchy and Isabell Clark, and they also help him in
Casting his Turf and fireing – as such do he believes on other parts of the Estate and for which
he pays them and supports their little Hutts.
Electoral Lists:
Early electoral lists (found in SC24/21) are of limited interest in themselves as only a privileged
few were entitled to the right to vote. However, useful information is contained within both the
Claims for Enrolment and any Objections. My relative Hugh Ferguson attracted objections to
his enrolment on the Resolis electoral list on every election from 1832 to 1857.
This is the form objections took:
I George Mackenzie Tacksman of Humberston object to the Claim of Hugh Ferguson
residing at Balblair to be continued as a Voter ... That he occupies the Ferry, which is part
of the subjects upon which he is enrolled as joint tacksman with other parties or has subset
the same or a portion thereof & is by the joint occupation, or the occupancy of subtenants,
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disqualified, for he does not pay the amount of rent nor occupy subjects of the value required
by Law– and is for various other reasons and causes disqualified.
Hugh successfully rejected these objections until 1857 when he was divested of the ferry.
Taxes:
Again, unless your forebears were relatively wealthy, there is little point in straying into the
plethora of tax lists found within the Exchequer repertories in the National Records. However,
if you’re interested in local history they are essential reading and if you have a farming
antecedent then they will provide you with some data.
There were taxes for inhabited houses, clocks, hearths, male and female servants, carriages,
horses and even dogs.
The one pre-1855 tax which I have found useful is the farm horse tax, which was continued
in the consolidated tax, for the period 1797-9 (E326/10 and E326/15). This usefully provides
a list of all tenant farmers in Resolis for this period.
A subscription to ScotlandsPlaces will now gain you access to many of these tax records.
Militia Lists:
I’ll deal at some length with Militia Lists as, while these are often referred to by family historians,
their full value is not often appreciated.
Each Militia List in itself effectively comprises a census of young adult males in the Parish,
but the records are much more than this. Parish schoolmasters or constables were made
responsible for drawing up lists of those liable to serve, including all men between specified
ages, excluding married men with two or more children, and certain categories of employment.
The most complete Militia List is that for 1798 as it includes all men between 15 and 60
able to bear arms. Later Lists give a narrower age band. Other Lists are of date 1814, 1820,
1825, 1826, 1828 and 1831. The information include the name, residence, number of children,
number of horses and carts, any infirmities and, depending on the parish, age bands or the
exact age. They frequently have little notes like “his brother” or “his son” which help to build
family structures.
The procedure of drawing up the Militia List and selecting the final men was a complex
one, and it appear that Resolis males were particularly active in trying to get out of their duty.
Even the ministers were at it: Thus we find the Resolis minister Robert Arthur writing in
1814 to excuse Alexander Paterson from service as he is his sole servant and moreover has
dislocated his shoulder in a fall from a horse.
And in 1831, at the Meeting of the Lieutenancy of the County of Cromarty to swear in men
balloted, we have the following entry:
The next Balloted man being John Macdonald Weaver in Culbo, having been called, he
failed to appear. But the Court being well informed that he is lurking in this parish, being seen
this day, They direct the Clerk to issue out a Warrant for his immediate apprehension.
Newspapers:
Since writing this original piece, first the Am Baile website put up their useful abstracts from
Highland newspapers, and nowadays FindMyPast has the most wonderful collection of
newspapers, including several covering Scotland and the Highlands. Suddenly, within a few
minutes you can find stories about your family that you would never have found anywhere
else. It is not perfect: I find the search facilities currently not ideal, and not every paper can be
found there (you can access the Scotsman historically, for instance, by joining the National
Library of Scotland on line), but this is a marvelous new source for family historians.
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The internet:
There are all sorts of sources of information out there which can now be accessed by a simple
search on a search engine. Odd books, newspapers, university websites ¬– it is a treasure
trove. Try searching on a phrase and allow for mis-spellings. I am obsessively gathering
information on Kenneth Macleay of Newmore and hence I have used: “Newmore” and
(“Macleay” OR “Mcleay” OR “M’leay” OR “Maclay” OR “Mclay” OR “M’lay” OR “Mackleay”
Or “Maclaey” OR “Mclaey”). Plus even stranger spellings.
Also on the web you may find other people’s research on the family in which you are
interested. Some of these are soundly researched. Many others contain unsubstantiated
family groupings. I once mentioned to the webmaster of one such site a line I was going
to investigate regarding the parentage of John Rose, Sheriff Substitute of Caithness. That
proved on reading the original records in the National Records to be a red herring, although
I did eventually find the truth in the Notary Public register. However, what did I find in due
course but the red herring I mentioned was on the website as fact, and it was being picked up
by other websites. The truth will probably never now appear. Don’t take anything on a website
as a fact unless you’ve seen the original documentation!
Well, to conclude, I’ve only just touched on some of these pre-1855 alternative sources of
family history. There are many others that I haven’t even mentioned ¬– juror lists, war records
in the Public Record Office in Kew, roup rolls, famine relief lists, emigrant ship passenger lists,
letters in the National Library.
The good news is that there are many avenues to seek your ancestors prior to civil
registration. The bad news is that you have work that bit harder to make progress.

bpits
&
ieces

I have information on a Bain attached to our Tree.
There are some OPR documents of this family in
my possession. I too, failed to include my e-mail
address when I submitted my article which you
gratefully published in the February 2015 Volume 33
Issue 2 (“Dochfour to Fitzroy”). I would like my e-mail
to be made known re my article and family if at all
possible, as I do not know if there are any follow ups
as a result. If anyone did have material of interest,
they would not know who to get in touch with. Our
family tree is available on line through Ancestry and
is titled: Huggards’ Family Tree 357. My e-mail
is as shown below. My 3X great grandfather (John
Haggard, maybe spelt Sagard) helped establish the township of Beauly. He was born in 1785
and married “Christian Bain or Arach” we guestimate about 1807. Christian was born to
James Bain or Arach of Teawig on I January 1783. Christian Baine and John Haggard had
a son baptised on 11 October 1809 at Beauly named Archibald and another son baptised
named Richard on 30 April 1813 also at Beauly. The Haggard name metamorphed to Huggard
shortly after. John remarried in 1814 to Margaret Ross. We cannot find out what happened to
his first marriage to Christian. My 2X great grandfather Samuel Huggard , John and Christians’
possible first son, was born at Beauly about 1808/9? ( a mystery) although Samuel’s Statutory
Death Record of 5 June 1883 (his age 74) states that his parents were John Huggard farmer
and Christina Huggard M.S. Bain. He died at Ballindarroch, Dores. Regards from Athenree in
the Bay of Plenty district of the North Island NZ.
Trevor Huggard - e-mail trevorhuggard@gmail.com
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William Brydon CB

By Freda Bassindale

Few people know that Rosemarkie Churchyard is the resting place of a
remarkable man who served the Empire with distinction. Dr William Brydon’s
survival in the retreat from Kabul became one of the legends of the Victorian
era and his arrival in Jalalabad is depicted in The Remnants of an Army, a
painting by Lady Butler which hangs in The Tate Gallery.
William Brydon was born in London on 10th October 1811, the second
of eight children of William Brydon and his wife Mary Ann Comberbach.
He was educated at Bromley in Kent and went on to study medicine at
University College, London and Edinburgh University. He joined the East
India Company as an assistant surgeon in October 1835.

The East India Company was an English joint-stock market company formed to carry out trade
with the East Indies. The company shares were owned by wealthy merchants and aristocrats,
the Government having only indirect control of the company and owning no shares.
As well as carrying out extensive trading activities, the East India Company formed its
own private armies, exercising military power and carrying out administrative functions.
Company rule began in 1757 and lasted until just after the Indian Rebellion of 1857, when the
Government of India Act 1858 led to the British Crown assuming direct control of India in the
form of the British Raj.
When William Brydon joined the company, it was still in its ascendancy and there was
plenty for the army to do to keep the wheels of the company turning, especially during the
regular skirmishes with the native population who found themselves overwhelmed. Brydon
spent his time in the North-Western provinces of India, attached to various regiments, and
in 1839 at the outbreak of the war with Afghanistan, he was posted to the 5th Native Infantry
in Kabul.
In January 1842 the garrison, under the command of Major-General William Elphinstone,
decided to retreat to Jalalabad, having been promised safe passage for the 16,000 strong
party which included wives and children. Their 10-day journey, through narrow gorges and
high passes was difficult because of deep snow and when the retreating garrison was
attacked by Afghan fighters, Brydon and five other British officers were the only survivors.
Brydon and his fellow officers made their way to Fatehabad, 4 miles from Jalalabad where
Brydon’s companions were killed and Brydon was wounded in the knee and hand. He also
received a severe blow to the head from an Afghan knife, only escaping death when the knife
was deflected by a copy of Blackwood’s Magazine which was placed under his cap for extra
warmth. When he eventually reached Jalalabad, he became known as “the last man.” When
asked where the army was, he is said to have replied, “I am the army.”
Dr Brydon, however, was not the only member of the garrison to survive the retreat. Over
a hundred British officers, soldiers, wives and children were taken captive and eventually
released by the Afghan tribesmen. Some Indian sepoys who had survived the massacre,
made their way to Jalalabad over the next few weeks. Everybody loves a good story, however,
and the myth of “The Last Man” lives on.
William Brydon married Colina Maxwell Macintyre, a sister of Major-General Donald
Macintyre VC, in Bareilly, India on 10th April 1844 and they went on to have eight children,
five of whom were born in India: William on 29th May 1845 in Indore, where his father was
Assistant Surgeon attached to the Bhopal Contingent; Margaret Elizabeth born on 1st
December 1846 at Mhow, not far from Indore and Hector John born 2nd September 1848
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also at Indore, Bengal.
The family had moved by the time Charlotte Sidone was born on 6th September 1850 and
was living at Allahabad, Bengal where Dr Brydon was now Surgeon attached to the 40th
Regiment of the British Forces in India. Due to ill health, Dr Brydon returned to the UK on
three years’ sick leave and this is where their 5th child may have been born. Mary Ann was
born in 1854 but I couldn’t find any record of her birth, either in the UK or in India.
Dr Brydon travelled a great deal with the army and the ever faithful Colina moved around
the country with him. In 1856 she was back in India, now living in Calcutta with her daughter
Mary Ann and it is here that her sixth child, son Herbert Travers (Bertie) was born on 31st
October. Her four elder children had been left behind in the care of relatives in the UK.
In “The Last Man: the life and times of Surgeon Major William Brydon CB,” by John
Cunningham, Colina Brydon is portrayed as a “strong, interesting and extraordinarily capable
woman, a devoted wife and mother and a stalwart companion in the face of extreme hardship.”
This is certainly true. In May 1857 Colina and her two children were living in a bungalow
in the army cantonment in Lucknow where her husband was attached to the 71st Native
Infantry. Colina kept a diary during this time and “Diary of the Doctor’s Lady” was published
by Geoffrey Moore, a Member of The Orders and Medals Research Society, in 1958.
On 3rd May 1857 the opening entry in Colina’s diary reads: “Officers summoned from
church during the service to quell a mutiny in the 7th Oude Local Infantry at Moorsalebaugh.
They were disarmed and all troops returned to their lines by 1 a.m.” The 71st was one of the
first native regiments to mutiny and this insurrection was to lead to the infamous Siege of
Lucknow.
Colina’s diary records the everyday happenings of life in the cantonment and as news
comes in daily of uprisings all over the country, Colina records them all. Attacks are frequent,
casualties numerous. Cholera and smallpox are rife. Food is also becoming scarce, especially
milk and those who have supplies share it with families with young children. The army wives
help out regularly at the hospital.
On 21st July, Dr Brydon is shot. William and Colina are dining with friends and Colina goes
to the cellar to get some wine. One of the wives comes rushing down to tell Colina that Dr
Brydon has been shot through the loins. He is seriously injured and unable to work for some
weeks but is eventually nursed back to health by the faithful Colina.
All through the months of August and September, Colina records the births and deaths of
children. On 15th August she writes: “So many little children are suffering and sinking.”
In mid-August there is word that a relief force is on its way to Lucknow, but when fighting
breaks out at Cawnpore, the relief force is diverted to protect it. Disappointment reigns.
On 23rd September a letter is received from Sir James Outram who, with an army of five
regiments under his command, is on his way to Lucknow. Spirits are rising. On September
24th heavy firing is heard in the distance and the army is estimated to be about six miles
away. That night a commotion is heard in the bazaars of Lucknow, believed to be looting
as the rebels prepare to flee. After a second night of looting and firing in the city, the army
marches into the cantonment. The siege is over.
On 16th November 1858, the War Office announced that William Brydon Esq., Surgeon of
the Bengal Establishment of Her Majesty’s Indian Military Forces, was one of several officers
made a Companion of the Order of Bath. Dr Brydon retired from the army in 1859 and moved
to the Black Isle, settling for a time in Meadowbank, Fortrose, the house owned by Colina’s
mother and where Colina gave birth to their seventh child, Edith Comberbach in 1860. Dr
Brydon acquired the tenancy of Westfield House, Nigg in the spring of 1861 and it is here that
their eighth and last child, Donald MacKenzie was born in 1866. In 1862 Dr Brydon became
honorary surgeon to the 96th Highland Rifle Militia commanded by his close friend Lieutenant
Colonel George William Ross of Cromarty.
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Dr Brydon died at Nigg on 23rd March 1873 aged 62 and is buried in Rosemarkie Churchyard.
The following obituary appeared in The Invergordon Times on 9th April 1873. Written by
Dr Brydon’s friend Colonel Francis Cunningham it gives the last word to “The Last Man.” Dr
Brydon “…was a man of modest and retiring ways and much loved by those who knew him
well. Under Providence, he owed his marvellous escape to his dauntless heart, his calm selfpossession and (not the least important of the three) his extremely light weight. Few soldiers
have ever gone through greater perils and you might have been a month in his company
without discovering that he had done more than cross the Cromarty Firth.”
References:
The Oxford Biographical Dictionary
The Last Man: the life and times of Surgeon Major William Brydon CB, by John Cunningham.
Diary of the Doctor’s Lady by Geoffrey Moore
The London Gazette November 1858
The Invergordon Times 1873
Wikipedia
This article is adapted from a section of my next book, “Rosemarkie Connections” to be
published later this year.

Was your ancestor
a Notary Publick?

By Jim Mackay
JimMackay111@hotmail.com

Here’s a useful tip if your ancestor was a writer (solicitor). Many writers went on to become
Notaries Publick, and whilst you can search forever to find the details of a writer, the Notaries
Publick regulated themselves much more closely. For several centuries the admittance of
each Notary Publick was neatly recorded in a series of registers, now in the NP/ series in the
National Records in Edinburgh. In most cases the father is given. Here are just a few Highland
ones relevant to researching my Macleay book that I noted on a recent visit:
8 Feb 1759 Colin Mackenzie Writer in Edinburgh son of George Mackenzie Writer in Dingwall
deceased (this chap returned to Dingwall, and did much work for the Commissioners of the
Annexed Estates)
8 Mar 1760 Donald Ross Writer in Edinburgh son of David Ross tacksman of Brora in parish
of Clyne
19 Jul 1763 John Barclay writer in Tain son of the deceast Robert Barclay Burgess of Dornoch
9 Aug 1765 David Ross writer in Edinburgh son of Donald Ross tacksman of Aldie in Tain
20 Jul 1781 James Horne writer in Edinburgh son of William Horne of Scouthell
19 Jun 1792 James Rose writer in Edinburgh son of the deceast Hugh Rose minister at Tain
6 Jun 1822 Robert Thomson writer in Wick and son of the deceased Patrick Thomson writer
in Wick
There were many more. Into the bargain, you get several clear examples of each signature,
and of each notary “motto”. This was a pithy Latin saying that they included with their
signature on any document which they completed in their Notary Public role. The wise ones
chose something snappy like “Sine Dolo” or “Veritas”!
So if you see “N.P.” on a legal document, you know you are in luck, as you can be sure there
will be more information about the writer thereof in these registers.
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The Duff family of Edderton

. . . from Edderton to New
Zealand and back
By Stuart Farrell

Within the Old Parish Church of Nigg
there is a brass memorial to Hugh Duff,
Farmer, Edderton and his family. How did
this family come to be commemorated at
Nigg, rather than at Edderton, and what
was their story?

The Memorial is inscribed as follows: Erected to
the memory of Hugh Duff, Farmer, who died at
Edderton, 28th January, 1847. And of Johanna
Ross, his wife, who died 28th November, 1880.
Also of their eldest son, Walter Ross, Coffee Planter,
who died at Kandy, Ceylon, Ap, 1865. Of their
second son, John, Surgeon Major Royal Artillery,
who died at Edderton, 18th November, 1874. Of
their only daughter, Joanna, who died at Tain, 12th
June, 1875. Also of their son, Hugh Alexander, of
Kereru, New Zealand, who died at Edderton, 7th
May 1895. Also of their son, Hector Ross, of Clyde
Duff Memorial at Nigg.
Bank, Wairoa, New Zealand, who died at Napier,
6th December, 1896. Also of their son William Pope, Farmer, who died at Edderton, 29th
Nov. 1901. Also of their son Robert Pope Ross, Merchant, who died at San Francisco, 9th
February 1903. And his son Alexander Ross Duff, died at Clydebank, Wairoa, Hawkes Bay,
New Zealand, 2nd November, 1912.
Hugh Duff (c1780 - 28 January 1847) of his early life not much is known. He appears in the
1841 Census as follows: Hugh Duff 60 Independent, Joanna Duff 50, Walter Duff 15, John Duff
14, Robert Duff 12, Hector Duff 8, Alexander Duff 7, Joanna Duff 4, William Peters 20, Tutor,
Margaret Dow 15, Farm Servant, Alexander Munro 20, Farm Servant, Catherine Munro 20,
Farm Servant and Hughina Ross 15, Farm Servant.
Duff family not listed in Farm Horse Tax Rolls of 1797-98. His name does appear on a list of
farmers who appealed for a meeting of the Easter Ross Farmer’s Society in their concern of
the Corn League in 1844 (Inverness Courier 17 January 1844).
Reported in the Inverness Courier of 15 October 1845 of the following: ‘Ross-shire County
Meeting. Rosskeen Riots. A letter was read from Mr Grant, Tain, agent for Mr Duff, Edderton,
claiming a sum of £24.14s, as damage done to the manufactory at Invergordon, by the Military,
when sent to suppress the riots. The meeting directed the said sum, together with £5 as the rent
of the buildings, to be added to the contingencies of this year, and paid by the collector, when
levied, to Mr Duff.’ (The Rosskeen Riots occurred over the induction of the Rev. J. Mackenzie
at Rosskeen Church in 1843) Unknown where he is buried, no gravestone at Edderton, Nigg
or Tain. Unfortunately OPR births for Nigg do not survive for the period of his birth, so it is
uncertain if this was where he was born.
Joanna Ross (c1794 - 27 November 1880) Daughter of Alexander Ross and Williamina Pope
born in the parish of Loth, Sutherland. Joanna seems to have stayed in the family home of
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Balnafoich or Edderton all her life, being recorded here in the Census of 1851, 1861 and 1871.
In the Census of 1851 she is recorded as being head of the household as Farmer’s wife,
with Hugh Duff 18, Farmer of 170 acres employing 10 servants, Alexander Duff 17, William
Duff 15, Mary McLean 40, House Servant, Catherine Matheson 18, House Servant, Isabella
Matheson 25, House Servant, Alexander Ross 24, Farm Servant, Finlay Ross 15, Cow Herd,
Alexander McDonald 7, Scholar, James Black 32, Shepherd and James Grant 27, Shepherd. In
the Censuses of 1861 and 1871 her son William is recorded as head of household.
Death Notice in The Ross-shire Journal of 3 December 1880 as follows: ‘At Edderton, Tain,
on the 27th ult; Mrs Joanna Ross or Duff.’ Her death certificate noted that she died aged 86
on the 27th Nov 1880, rather than the 28th given on memorial tablet. Died at Edderton Farm,
cause given as ‘chronic disease of the bowels and bladder (cancerous?)’. Her death was
registered by her son W R Duff. Place of burial is unknown.
Walter Ross Duff (24 May 1825 - 6 April 1865). Listed at Edderton on 1841 census. Have
been unable to trace his early life, especially of him going to Ceylon. He seems to have been
married to Harriet Jansz (name given on their daughter Louisa’s marriage certificate, stated as
deceased) date unknown, probably in Ceylon (Jansz is a Dutch surname and there have been
Dutch settlers in Ceylon since 1680).
Inscription on his gravestone at Garrison Cemetery, Kandy, Ceylon (Sri Lanka) reads ‘Walter
Ross Duff, born at Edderton, Ross-shire, Scotland 24 May 1825 died at Kandy April 6 1865
aged 40 years. Much respected by a large circle of friends and acquaintances.’ He was in
charge of several estates in the Kotmale district, Upper Kalugala, Gowraka, Harangolla,
Halgoda, Oonoogal-oya and Tispane. (List of Inscriptions on Tombstones and Monuments in
Ceylon 1913, page 315)
His daughter Louisa (c1860 - 4 November 1953) was recorded in the Census of 1871 as
being resident at Edderton with her uncle William Pope Duff, listed as aged 13, Scholar.
Though the 1881 Census gives her age as 18 but states she is his half-niece?
On the 11th November 1890 Louisa married the Rev. Neil MacLeod of Edderton Church.
They were married at 10 Academy Street, Inverness by the Rev. Norman MacLeod, Minister
of the 1st Charge of Inverness. Louisa is stated to be aged 30 and that both her parents were
deceased, address given as Edderton Farm. Her father is stated as being a Coffee Planter.
Neil MacLeod (23 September 1861 – 17 July 1934) son of John McLeod, Crofter (deceased)
and Elizabeth Robertson was minister at Edderton until 1901. They are recorded at Edderton
Manse in the 1901 Census both aged 40, with Elizabeth Fraser 31, General Servant. Recorded
in the 1911 Census at the Established Church Manse Clachan, Kilcalmonell, Argyll of Neil
MacLeod 47, Minister, Louisa 46, William Duff MacLeod 8, Scholar and Jenny King 19, General
Domestic Servant.
The Rev. Neil MacLeod was born at Strath, Skye and educated at Broadford School and
the Universities of Glasgow and Aberdeen. Licensed by the Presbytery of Mull in 1889,
ordained assistant at Tiree in the same year, admitted to Edderton 24 October 1891. Demoted
6 December 1901, going to Lochranza Mission in 1902, thence to Lochboisdale and back
to Lochranza on 31 January 1907, transferred to Kilcalmonell and Kilberry, Argyll 9 February
1910, transferred to Erchless, Strathglass, Inverness-shire 24 March 1915 and retired 16 May
1923. Died at Strath Cottage, Benderloch, by Connel, Argyll in 1934. His death certificate
noted that he died aged 74, cause of death given as ‘Uisemia’. His father’s profession is given
as Railway Porter, though he had stated he was a Crofter on his marriage certificate. Death
was registered by his son. Buried at Ardchattan Churchyard, Argyll on the 19th July 1934.
Their son William Duff McLeod (5 January 1903 - 1983) is recorded on Passenger List of
Union-Castle Line “Windsor Castle” of 23 February 1939 sailing to Capetown, South Africa,
address given as 119 Albert Drive, Glasgow with occupation as Motor Engineer, aged 36
with his wife Mrs MacLeod, 30. Country of last residence given as South Africa. Recorded
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on Passenger List of P & O “Iberia” of 24 December 1954 sailing to Sydney but travelling
onto New Zealand, address given as 2 Marmion Street, Glasgow with occupation as Fitter
Mechanic, aged 51 with his wife Minnie MacLeod, 46, occupation given as Housewife. He
died in New Zealand.
Louisa died at Beinn Alainn, Tain in 1953 (which was the same name of the house her cousin
John Lechmere Duff had died there in 1921, looks like the family kept it), cause of death given
as ‘Old Age (age probably 100)’ her death was reported by a friend. Her death was noted in the
Ross-shire Journal of 6th November 1953 as follows: ‘MacLeod – At Beinn Aluinn, Tain, on 4th
November, 1953. Louisa Duff, widow of the Rev. Neil MacLeod, late of Edderton and Erchless.
Funeral private’. Buried beside her husband at Ardchattan Churchyard, Argyll.
John Pope Duff (23 November 1826 - 18 November 1874). Baptised at Edderton on the 9
December 1826. At Edderton on 1841 Census. Between 1840 and 1842 educated at Marishal
College Aberdeen and graduated MD King’s College, Aberdeen 1848. He was appointed
Assistant-Surgeon 13 July 1849 (but this was cancelled) then posted to 67th Regiment of Foot
3 August 1849. Surgeon Staff 2nd Class, 8 January 1856, put on half-pay 10 September 1856,
appointed to the Royal Artillery 29 July 1857 and promoted Surgeon-Major Royal Artillery
30 March 1870. Surgeon-Major Army Medical Department 30 March 1870. (Officers in the
Medical Service of the British Army 1727-1898 published 1917)
Death Notice in The Invergordon Times of 25 November 1874 as follows: ‘At Edderton, by
Tain, on 18th inst; Surgeon-Major John Duff, M.D. Royal Artillery.’ Death certificate gives cause
of death as ‘a tumour in the abdomen’. Death was reported by his brother William.
He married Alice Sewell (7 August 1838 - 18 April 1921) daughter of Sheriff William Smith
Sewell and Mary Isabella Smith, on 11 June 1867 in the Chapel of the Holy Trinity, Quebec.
His widow remarried in February 1876 Lieutenant-General Sir Edward Russell, Indian Army
of Ashford Hall, Ludlow, Shropshire becoming Lady Russell. Her death was reported in the
Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazette of 23 April 1921 as follows: ‘Bath & County Notes. Lady
Russell, who died at 16 Lansdown Place East on Monday, was an old and esteemed resident
of Bath. She was the daughter of the late Mr Wm Smith Sewell, Sheriff of Quebec, Canada,
and married firstly Mr John Pope Duff, of Edderton House, Edderton, of the Royal Artillery.
In 1876 she became the wife of General Sir Edward Lechmore Russell, K.C.S.I; of Ashford
Hall, Ludlow, who resided in this city for many years, and died here. Lady Russell had been in
failing health for some time past. One of her sons is Sir Hector Livingstone Duff, K.B.E; C.M.G;
Commander-in-Chief of Nyasaland.’
Children – Walter John ‘Presto’ Duff (March 1868 – 21 August 1872) Died at Poona, India
of diphtheria aged 4 years and 5 months and was buried the following day (Times India 26
August 1872).
Sir Hector Livingston Duff K.B.E; C.M.G. (10 January 1872 - 10 February 1954) Born at
Abundabus, Bombay Presidency, India. And was baptised on 2 February 1872 at Ahmedabad,
Bombay. He was a Colonial Administrator and author. His works include Nyasaland under the
Foreign Office, Cotton Growing in Nigeria and This Small World of Mine. His obituary in The
Times of 12 February 1954 as follows: ‘British Rule in Central Africa. Sir Hector Livingston
Duff, K.B.E., C.M.G., who died in a nursing home at Bath on Wednesday at the age of 82, was
a man of varied interests and attainments. Born on January 10, 1872, he was the second son
of Mr. J. P. Duff by his marriage to Alice, Lady Russell, widow of Sir E. Russell. As a young man
he wished to obtain an official post in Uganda where his friend Major Thruston held a senior
military appointment. Major Thruston was killed by the mutineers in the revolt of the Sudanese
troops in Uganda in 1898 and it was perhaps fortunate for Duff that the Foreign Office offered
him in 1897 the post of an Assistant Resident in the British Central Africa Protectorate, as he
might otherwise have shared his friend’s fate. He accepted the offer and proceeded direct
from India, where he was travelling at the time, to the Protectorate.
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With the appointment of Mr. (later Sir Alfred) Sharpe in 1897 as the new Commissioner
of the country may be said to have embarked upon the normal course of a settled British
dependency, with a future before it of steady, if not sensational progress. In this new era of
development Duff and his colleagues in the provincial administration were called upon to play
an important part. To them was entrusted the duty of maintaining peace among the natives by
peaceful methods, of assisting them in the agricultural development of their land, and so forth.
In 1903 Duff resigned, but was re-appointed in the early part of the following year. In
1906 he was promoted to be Resident and in 1911 he was further promoted to a First Grade
Residentship. From this time onwards he frequently acted as Deputy Governor. The control
of the Protectorate had been transferred from the Foreign Office to the Colonial Office in 1904
and the post of Consul-General had been abolished. By an Order in Council which came into
force in October, 1907 the Commissioner became a Governor and Commander-in-Chief, and
Executive and Legislative Councils were established. Also the old name of the “Nyasaland
Protectorate” was revived.
Revolt in Nyasaland. On the outbreak of war in 1914 Northern Nyasaland was invaded by
Germans from German-East Africa, who were repulsed by the fine Nyasaland Battalion of the
King’s African Rifles. There was, however, an alarming incident in 1915. Among the natives
were a number of professed Christians who claimed freedom from white control. Among them
was a certain John Chilembwe who had been educated in the United States, and who on his
return to the Protectorate had built a church and preached the independence of Africans. With
some 500 followers he rose in revolt at the beginning of the year and three white settlers were
murdered. The officer in command of the Protectorate troops in the north was warned, and a
detachment was sent without delay to the scene of the disturbance.
In this affair Duff took a leading part and was awarded the medal and clasp which was
granted for it. He was mentioned in dispatches for his services with the Nyasaland Field
Force in German East Africa during 1914 and 1915. During 1916 and 1917 the Nyasaland
and Rhodesia military forces were united under the command of General (later Sir Edward)
Northey, and Duff became his Chief Political Officer. His wide experience of local conditions
was of great value, and he was again mentioned in dispatches. Later on, in 1917 and 1918,
he administered the military Government of the occupied enemy territory. In the latter part of
1918 and in 1919 he acted as Governor of the Protectorate. He retired in 1920.
Duff was called to the Bar by the Inner Temple in 1919, having passed with first class honours
in Constitutional Law in 1909. He was the author of various books. The first was Nyasaland
Under the Foreign Office which gave an excellent account of the natives and their customs,
religion, and outlook, of the physical characteristics of the country, of its flora and fauna, and
so on. His next work was History of Nyasaland in the Native Dialect, which was published
by the Protectorate Government. This was followed by The Ivory Graves, and African Small
Chop. But the book which excited most interest was This Small World of Mine published in
1936 and dealing with one of the few parts of Great Britain lying outside the ordinary, tourist
tracks, which still retain much of the character and tradition of a past age.’
John Lechmere Duff (11 April 1874 - 26 December 1921) Born at Poona, Bombay Presidency,
India. In 1881 Census recorded to be living at 26 Queens Square, Walcot, Bath. In the 1891
Census at 7 Landsdown Crescent, Bath in the same household as his mother Alice. Not listed
in 1901 Census, was in New Zealand, his name appears on Electoral Roll for Waiapu, East
Cape for 1896 and 1900 and at Hawke’s Bay for 1905-6. In the 1911 Census at 16 Landsdown
Place East, Bath in the same household as his mother Alice.
Death reported in The Ross-shire Journal of 30 December 1921 as follows: ‘Local Notes.
The death took place suddenly on Monday of Mr J L Duff at the residence of his cousin Miss
G. P. MacDonald, Tain. A son of the late surgeon-major John Duff, R.A; and the late Lady
Russell, Perth; it is only about ten years ago since he came home from New Zealand and took
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up residence in Tain, where he was very popular and held in high esteem. He was a keen golfer,
and was vice-president of Tain Golf Club, to which he was a generous donor. He is survived by
his son, Sir Hector Duff. Sir Hector, who is at present in this country, is Chief Secretary to the
government of Nyasaland.’
Death reported in The Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazette of 7 January 1922 as follows:
‘Death of Mr J. Lechmore Duff. Son of the Late Lady Russell. We regret to announce the
death of Mr John Lechmere Duff, son of the late Lady Russell, of this city, and only surviving
brother of Sir Hector Duff, which occurred suddenly on December 26th of Benn Aluinn, Tain,
from heart failure following influenza. The late Mr Duff’s boyhood was spent in Bath, but he
subsequently settled in New Zealand, where, on the death of his uncle inherited the estate of
Clydebank, near Napier. Some ten years ago Mr Duff returned to the United Kingdom, since
when he resided chiefly in Scotland until the time of his death. He was well known in East Ross
and in the Napier district of Hawkes Bay, where his upright and kindly nature and his unfailing
generosity to the poor won him universal affection and esteem. He was a keen sportsman, a
good shot, and a particularly fine judge of horses, which he formerly owned and raced in a
small way in New Zealand. The late Mr Duff was unmarried, and since the death of his cousin,
Major Hugh Duff, D.S.O; M.C; who fell in action in France, was the exception of his brother, Sir
Hector, the last male survivor of his family.’
His will which was published in The Times on 3 June 1922 describes him as being of Benn
Aluinn, Scotsburn Road, Tain, Ross-shire, he is described as being formerly of Hawkes Bay,
New Zealand. His estate was worth £20,114.
Headstone at Tain - In loving
memory of John Lechmere Duff,
third son of John Duff sometime of
the Royal Regiment of Artillery and
of Alice his wife born at Poona in
India 4 March 1874, died at Tain 26
Dec. 1921. And of Georgiana Pope
MacDonald died 25 June 1954.
“Blessed are the pure in heart.”
Joanna Duff (2 June 1837 – 12
June 1875) Baptised at Edderton
on 3 July 1837. At Edderton on
1841 Census, not listed 1851, but
again at Edderton on the 1861
Census. On the 19 October 1865 at
Edderton Farm House she married
Hugh Ross McDonald, Accountant
of the British Linen Company, 32,
son of William McDonald, Draper
(Master) (Deceased) and Elizabeth
McDonald nee Ross. The 1871
Census has them living at No.1
Duff Memorial at Tain.
Springfield Place, Tain with her
husband listed as Councillor Bank
Accountant with family of Joanna
R McDonald 4, William McDonald 3 and Elizabeth R McDonald 1; with two Domestic Servants
Ann McKay, 35 and Ann Munro, 25.
Death Notice in The Invergordon Times of 16 June 1875 as follows: ‘At Springfield, Tain, on
the 12th inst; Joanna Duff, wife of Mr H. R. MacDonald.’ Death Certificate notes she died of
‘a uterine haemorrhage of 1 year and cachexia of 1 month’. Recorded by her husband whose
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occupation was now Bank Accountant. Place of burial is unknown, not buried at Tain.
The 1881 census finds the family living at 8 York Terrace, Islington, London; Hugh’s
occupation is now given as Clerk to Electric Telegraph Company and he has remarried
Elizabeth Susannah Pressland whom he married in Islington Jan-Mar 1879, Milliner, they are
living with her parents Hindman (Retired Clerk) and Elizabeth Pressland, with children Joanna
14, William 13, Elizabeth 11 and a servant Charlotte McDonald, 19, with a visitor Winifred Perry
2. By the 1891 Census they have moved to 47 Brecknock Road, St. Pancras where Hugh’s
occupation is now Cashier Eastern Telegraph Company, with his wife Elizabeth and daughter
Elizabeth 19, Milliners assistant, daughter Georgie 19, Milliners assistant, and her mother
Elizabeth Pressland, Daniel Duncan 19 visitor a Clerk of the Eastern Telegraph Company and
Rose Barker, 20 Domestic Servant. Hugh Ross MacDonald is listed on Free BMD as died
January 1899 aged 64 in the district of Brentford, Middlesex, buried 2 February 1899 with
address of Burnaby Gardens, Chiswick. (St. Nicholas Chiswick 1855-1901 Burials)
Children – Joanna (29 October 1866 – 14 January 1933) Born at Tain, married 11 July 1896 at
the parish church at Turnham Green, Hounslow, Middlesex to Ernest Botting, Factory Manager
of 261 Uxbridge Road, Shepherd’s Bush. Joanna’s address at date of marriage given as 43
Burnaby Gardens. In 1901 Census at 52 Ridge Road, Stroud Green, Hornsey, Middlesex and
1911 Census at same address. Died at Edmonton, Middlesex.
William (1 December 1867 – ?) Born at Tain. History unknown after 1891.
Elizabeth Ross (21 December 1869 - ?) Born at Tain, named as Elisabeth. Marriage listed
on Free BMD as in Oct-Dec 1896 in Brentford, Middlesex to Alfred Poole. The 1901 Census
has them living at 23 Victoria Terrace, Wood Green, Middlesex where Alfred is listed as Civil
Engineer with children Vincent McDonald 3 and Bessie McDonald 1. In the 1911 Census she
is living at 4 Elliot House, Elliot Road, Thornton Heath, Croydon, Surrey being named Bessie,
with son Vincent 13, Bessie 11 and her sister Georgina McDonald 36. Husband Alfred not
listed. Possible death in Oct-Dec 1963 on Free BMD when an Elizabeth R Poole 94 listed as
dying in Surrey NE.
Georgiana Pope (17 March 1872 – 25 June 1954). Born at Tain. Possibly in 1881 Census
being listed as Georgina MacDonald, 9, Scholar staying with Aunt Helen MacDonald in Manse
Street, Tain – did she remain behind to finish her schooling? In 1891 Census in London (see
above). Not located in 1901 Census. In 1911 Census with her sister in Croydon, Surrey. Died
at Beinn Aluin, Tain. Death certificate notes cause of death as ‘arteris salcrosis old age’ death
was registered by a friend. In the National Probate Calendar of Wills as Confirmation Georgina
Pope MacDonald, Spinster. Sealed London 8 Sep 1954. Buried at Tain.
To be concluded in the November 2015 journal.

MEMBERS’ DETAILS
New Members:
2692. Mr Robert McKenzie – Inverness IV2 3JB
2693. Ms Nyla Cartwright – Westminster, Colorado 80021, U. S. A.
2694. Mr William Henry – Leicester LE18 1DN.
2695. Mr Thomas Allen – Scottsburg, Virginia 24589, U. S. A.
2696. Mr Mark Ross – Davis, Ca 95616 U. S. A.
Change to address etc:
0086. Dr Malcolm Bangor-Jones – Lochinver by Lairg, Sutherland IV27 4LR.
2011. Mrs Robertina Bowman – Meols, Wirral, Cheshire CH47 7AY.
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Members’ outing to Cromarty
Wednesday 23rd September 2015
Starting our annual programme of meetings with a day trip is now
becoming a fixture. This year your Committee has arranged a
visit to Cromarty. This fascinating, well-preserved small sea-side
town at the eastern tip of the Black Isle takes you back in time to
centuries past when its maritime and trading businesses thrived.
Cromarty is packed with interest, not least its fine individual
buildings from fisher cottages to grand mansions, and its many
vennels that demand investigation.
There are also set-piece “must sees” - the Courthouse Museum (free entry), Hugh Miller’s
house and birth cottage (free to members of National Trust for Scotland), and the recently
restored East Church (free entry). There are cemeteries of particular interest to family historians,
a bookshop, antique shop and pottery. More energetic members can follow Hugh Miller trails,
or explore the South Sutor with its seascapes and wartime defences. For eating, Cromarty is
well-served with a hotel, a pub and several cafes.
On arrival we will take tea/coffee and a selection of homemade cakes and shortbread as we
listen to an introductory talk on Cromarty. Thereafter you will be free to make your own way
around the little town according to your own interests and preferences, and also to choose
where you want to take lunch.
Although we will be given a talk on Cromarty you will maximise the pleasure you get from
the day if you do some homework on Cromarty and its great son, Hugh Miller, perhaps by
exploring the several Cromarty-based websites on the Internet.
Programme
From 10.00 Rendez-vous outside Vue cinema, Inverness Retail Park
10.15
Depart by hired coach for Cromarty
11.00
Arrive at the Royal Hotel. Tea/coffee, cakes and introductory presentation on 		
Cromarty by Paul Monk of the Cromarty Courthouse Museum.
12.00
Free time to explore Cromarty and to take lunch
15.30
Depart by bus to Inverness, arriving 16.15 approx.
The visit is limited to the capacity of the 32-seat bus that we have hired, although some
members may prefer to make their own travel arrangements. Bus places will be allocated on
a ‘first come, first served’ basis. The cost (bus, coffee/tea/etc on arrival) will be £10 per head.
The cost for those travelling independently will be £6. If requested at the time of booking,
arrangements may be possible to pick up members en route.
Members who live locally, and have an e-mail address, have been sent a copy of the booking
form electronically. Any other member wishing to come on this trip should send a cheque
(made out to Highland Family History Society) and a stamped self-addressed envelope (for
your confirmation ticket) to: John Durham, 11 Braeside Park, Balloch IV2 7HL (tel: 01463790656; e-mail: john.durham5@btinternet.com) as soon as possible, but not later than
Wednesday 16th September 2015
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RENEWING YOUR MEMBERSHIP

PUBLICATIONS FOR
FOR SALE
SALE
PUBLICATIONS

The new financial year for the Society commences on the 1st September 2015 and this is my
annual reminder to members that their membership subscriptions are now due. The action you
need to take, if any, depends on the method you use to pay your annual subscription. Each
member will fall into one of the three categories 1, 2 or 3 below.
NB. For UK members, there are now only two rates – that of Ordinary Membership at £12
and Institutional Membership at £18. Overseas members have the option of receiving
the quarterly journals in the form of a PDF at £12 per annum. If they wish to continue
receiving the journals by airmail the cost will be £15 per annum.
1. If you pay your subscription by Banker’s Order, make sure your bank sends the 		
appropriate amount to the Clydesdale Bank plc [Bank Sort Code: 82-65-18 and 		
Account Number: 20290121]. If you have been paying the Senior rate of £8 or Family
rate of £16 previously, please change the amount to £12.
2. If you have paid your subscription in advance, a slip is enclosed acknowledging 		
that fact.
3. If you fall into neither of the above categories, a reminder slip will have been enclosed
with this journal. If you have received the reminder, please pay your subscription 		
as soon as possible and preferably by the 15th October 2015. You will not receive any
further journals until you have renewed your membership.
The Society has a ‘stand’ on GENfair, the Online Family History Fair and Genealogy
Bookstore. This has been very successful from our point of view as many members joined
the Society for the first time using this method and it is a very easy way of renewing your
membership. In addition several members and non-members have purchased publications
using this very secure system of payment.
If you have a credit or debit card, and have access to the Internet, you can use this
facility to renew your membership. This will be of particular benefit to overseas members
who do not have a sterling bank account. At present they incur additional charges either in
obtaining a sterling cheque or a bank draft. Using GENfair also saves postage and you will
receive on-line conformation that your subscription has been paid. To use this service: 1. Go to <www.highlandfamilyhistorysociety.org>
2. On Home page, click on Membership
3. On Membership page, click on GENFair
4. Click on either Membership of Highland FHS - UK only or Membership of Highland FHS
– Europe & Overseas
5. Select the appropriate category (Individual or Institutional) and follow the instructions.
If you still prefer to pay your subscription by cheque (Sterling cheques only), the enclosed
reminder slip should accompany your payment. This will ensure that it is credited to your
membership number.
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