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It must be at least 30 years since I set out on the well-worn path to build a family tree. The 
basic information was already there, as my mother had always recorded family events and 
birthdays, and expanding on this inevitably led me to New Register House in Edinburgh. I’ve 
spent many hours there over the years, and have always come away from there with plenty of 
facts – and usually many more questions to be answered! 

I was amazed when I first went there, not only by the architecture of the building with its great 
dome, and was delighted at the range of information that was made available. Of course the 
records are now much easier to access. Digital imaging, and the extensive use of computers, 
has made the whole process so much easier than the time-consuming methods used in 
the 80’s. The Scotland’s People website has also been developed into a major resource for 
research, and I am sure many of us continue to access it regularly.  

The location of New Register House right in the centre of Edinburgh ensures that it is readily 
accessible for visitors, just a stone’s throw from Waverley Station. The Robert Adam building, 
with its iconic statue of Wellington to the south facing the North Bridge, typifies the grandeur of 
Edinburgh’s New Town. News that a recent estate review by the National Records of Scotland 
has suggested closing this building has been rightly met with outrage and concern. If, like me, 
you share this concern, a public petition has been started to challenge the proposal, and this 
can be accessed at http://www.change.org/p/the-scottish-government-keep-general-register-
house-edinburgh-open-2   

Unfortunately, we had to cancel our January meeting, in view of the wintry weather conditions; 
thanks to the handful of brave folk who did venture out that night! However, the March meeting 
includes our AGM, and this is an opportunity for you, our members, to have your say in the 
Society. We are always happy to have fresh blood on the Committee, and, in addition, we 
would always welcome any suggestions you may have for topics or speakers for our monthly 
meetings so please do get in touch – we would be delighted to hear from you!

SAFHS ANNUAL CONFERENCE & FAMILY HISTORY FAIR:
 On page 12 you will find details about this year’s conference, which will be held on 25th April 
in Stirling. There are no catering facilities within the venue and a walk into the centre of Stirling 
to find a restaurant at lunchtime will be on the cards for both delegates and, in particular, for 
those who look after the Society’s table. If any member attending the conference could take 
a seat at our table for a short period at lunchtime while we have a break for lunch, that would 
be much appreciated. 

CANCELLATION OF A TALK: 
Angus refers to this problem above, when due to the poor weather conditions caused by 
snow showers at the time, coupled with the fact the speaker couldn’t guarantee getting back 
to her home later on in the evening, the talk entitled “The Women’s Suffrage Movement in the 
Highlands” by Susan Kruse had to be cancelled at the last minute. I am happy to report that 
Susan has indicated her willingness to give the talk next year. 

NEW PUBLICATIONS: 
The colder weather coupled with the Xmas festivities has meant that two new publications 
– Free Church records for Lybster and Monumental Inscriptions for Contin Churchyard will 
appear a little later than intended, but certainly before the next journal appears in May. Check 
the Society website for details.
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Andrew Davidson

Inverness Monumental Mason 
and Sculptor 1841 - 1925

As the Highland Family History Society and its 
members are much interested in the monumental 
inscriptions in the region, it might be timely to 
celebrate the work of Andrew Davidson, perhaps 
one of the key sculptor/stonemasons of Inverness 

during the latter half of the 19th century and 
the first part of the 20th century. There 
are many fine examples of his work 
and that of the firm which he co-
founded which can be seen across the 
Highland region

Andrew Davidson was born in Inverness, the son 
of Donald Davidson, a weaver. He started his career 
as a stonemason and later became a sculptor. 
He and his brother Donald Davidson [1830-1905] 
formed the business D & A Davidson which was 
based in Academy Street, Inverness. This firm 
created a reputation as quality stonemasons which 
continued to trade under this name long after the 
deaths of the founders. Members may have seen 
the firm’s name tag inscribed at the base of many 
memorials in the kirk yards and cemeteries in 
Inverness, and across the wider region.

At some stage, Andrew concentrates on his 
career as a sculptor. He travels, studies, and works 
in Rome, but Inverness is his true home. His work 
and that of the firm has stood the test of time. 
Inverness has recently successfully campaigned 
for the return of the famous Three Graces statue 
[Faith, Hope, and Charity] which used to sit on 
the roof of a former department store in Inverness 
until the late 1950s. The statue lay neglected in a 
council store for several years. It was then sold, 
and years later it was found in an Orkney garden. It 
has now been restored and is back on display [2011] at ground level, close to Ness Bank Kirk, 
Inverness, overlooking the river.

This last year [2014], another Davidson project, the Inverness War Memorial in Cavill 
Gardens has been fully restored. Elsewhere, examples of other fine war memorials created 
by the Davidsons can be found at Halkirk, Caithness, and Kyleakin, on Skye. In Inverness, 
examples of Andrew’s craftsmanship are to be found inside the Town House [bust of Provost 
William Mackintosh], and inside St Andrew’s Cathedral [the pulpit]. Another commission, so 
often photographed by visitors without them knowing the name of the sculptor, is that of Flora 
Macdonald on Castle Hill, Inverness. Elsewhere, there are other examples of the commissions 
undertaken and executed by Andrew Davidson and the firm which he co-founded.

We owe Andrew Davidson and his brother Donald, and the masons of their firm a great deal 
for the quality of their work still to be found in the kirk yards, and for the Andrew’s fine work as 
a sculptor. Inverness can be rightly proud of this skilled craftsman and artist.

   The Inverness Courier dated 10th April 1925 carried the following obituary.

Well-Known Sculptor: The late Mr Andrew Davidson

The town of Inverness has lost one of its oldest and best known-known citizens by the death 
of Mr Andrew Davidson, sculptor, who has passed away in his eighty-fifth year. Mr Davidson 
was in failing health for a considerable time, but his friends had looked forward to meeting 
him on his return to Inverness in the summer. He died in Edinburgh, and his remains were 
interred in the Dean cemetery yesterday. Mr Davidson was a native of the town, to which, in 
his professional capacity, he brought no little honour. His sculptural work has been admired for 
design and execution, and is to be seen in all parts of the North of Scotland. Fine examples 
in Inverness are the Flora Macdonald monument on the Castle Hill, the marble font in the 
Cathedral, and the bust of the late Rev. Dr. Macdonald, of the High Church, in the Town Hall. 
These remain to keep Mr Davidson’s memory green in his native town. 

Mr Davidson and his late elder brother carried on the business of sculptors, under the name 
D. and A. Davidson for many years, and latterly the business has been in the hands of Mr Wm. 
Cumming, nephew of Messrs. Davidson. The firm has carried out many important missions 
in the north, including recently handsome memorials to heroes of the Great War. Mr Andrew 

By Nick Hide

Faith, Hope & Charity

Font in St Andrew’s Cathedral

Flora Macdonald
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Davidsons’s artistic talent and skilful craftsmanship have been evidenced in all those works, 
and given the firm an outstanding position.

The late Mr Davidson spent much of his time away from Inverness. He did a great deal of 
his work in Rome, partly to facilitate his study of his art, and partly, we believe, in the interests 
of his health, which in the latter years of his long life was unequal to the changes and rigour of 
our climate. But he was always a loyal son of Clachnacuddin*, familiar with its story and deeply 
interested in its welfare. Indeed he might be described as a typical Invernessian. His quiet, sane 
outlook, his modest manner which concealed wide knowledge and culture, his speech also, 
those of the best stamp of citizen of the old school.

Mr Davidson’s antiquarian love was expressed in his interest in the old burying-grounds 
of Inverness, the Chapel Yard, and the High Churchyard, where he spent many an hour in 
discerning and deciphering the oldest stones, afterwards writing interesting notes on the subject 
in the columns of the “Courier”. The need for improving and clearing these burial grounds was 
emphasised by Mr Davidson and no doubt the steps taken to that laudable end were due to 
his suggestion. It afforded him personal satisfaction to have seen the improvements carried 
out. Though never seeking office or position, Mr Davidson was a public-spirited townsman, 
a kindly unassuming friend, and interesting link with the old order of things. He is survived by 
Mrs Davidson, who is also a native of Inverness, and has the sympathy of many old friends in 
her loss.

* ”son of Clachnacuddin” was a familiar way of saying ‘a native of Inverness’

Canada is far away
. . . but “the blood is strong, the heart is highland” *

A few notes to bear in mind:
1. Some records of genealogical interest were created and/or retained on a national level, 

such as census and immigration but the provinces have jurisdiction for vital statistics and 
probate files. For the purpose of this article, I will posit the British conquest of 1763 as a start 
date for Canadian genealogical records. The policies for creation, collection, and retention of 
useful records varied a great deal as the country grew.

2. “Canada” was really British North America until 1867; its component colonies were Nova 
Scotia; New Brunswick; Lower Canada, later Canada East (Quebec); and Upper Canada, later 
Canada West (Ontario). The latter colony was still technically known as Quebec until 1791. The 
four western provinces joined Confederation in the twentieth century.

Library and Archives Canada (LAC) is the national records repository, formerly known as 
Public Archives of Canada. It is the chief website to explore for an introduction to resources. In 
their freely searchable databases, some collections have nominal search features while others 
are digitized microform. Among the collections are early land records and census returns up to 
1916. One site for finding addresses and website links to provincial archives and vital statistics 

Searching for stray kin who removed to Canada? Thankfully Canada is not so 
far away when you begin your twenty-first century line of attack online. You 
won’t be too surprised when I say that many records are found on the LDS (free) 
FamilySearch.org website and (subscription) Ancestry.ca (Canada is also available 
in their “World Deluxe” version) - census returns, various collections of civil and 
religious vital statistics, and a host of more specific, localized sources. Many 
databases are nominally indexed and searchable, or linked to original images, 
while others you can only browse. This article is an overview of a massive topic, 
geared to initial research and contact. The URLs for websites and databases 
mentioned in the text (and a few others) are listed at the end.

by Brenda Dougall Merriman

agencies is CanGenealogy.
Quebec has always operated under French civil law, therefore different from the rest of 

Canada. What that means for family historians: baptisms, marriages, and burials recorded by 
churches are the equivalent of vital statistics in other provinces, and both FamilySearch and 
Ancestry.ca have collections, Catholic and Protestant - the Drouin Collection 1621-1967 is a 
notable example. Land was originally allocated as large seigniories during the French regime 
and gradually changed to a cadastre system. Every family used notaries for land transactions, 
wills, probate, and other legal issues. While Ancestry.ca has some notarial records online, you 
need to know the name of a notary your family might have consulted, and names in their records 
are not indexed at this time. The principal website is Bibliothèque et Archives nationales du 
Québec (BAnQ).

18th century
The earliest Scots spending time in Canada predated the conquest and were mainly those 

who served the Hudson’s Bay Company. The very large HBC Archives within the Province 
of Manitoba Archives has hundreds of names and service records. Other men were here as 
fur traders and voyageurs, travelling between Montreal and the western forts; they frequently 
integrated with the French and native populations. Early Detroit and Montreal Catholic church 
registers are name-searchable in the Drouin Collection on Ancestry.ca.

A number of disbanded British soldiers after the mid-century wars stayed on to settle, 
particularly along the St. Lawrence River below Montreal, for example, men from the 78th 
Fraser Highlanders. After the American Revolution in the 1780s the same situation occurred.

Thousands of United Empire Loyalists evacuated the American colonies during and at the 
end of the Revolution. Large contingents of them were Highland Scots who had previously 
settled in New York and southern colonies. Their exodus into Nova Scotia was the impetus for 
creating New Brunswick; those who flooded into Quebec expanded westward to create Upper 
Canada (Ontario). Their Loyalist status is confirmed by many kinds of land records searchable 
on the websites of LAC and the archives of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. The United 
Empire Loyalists Association of Canada is building a name directory on its website.  

Halifax, Nova Scotia, was firmly established in 1763 as a British fort and town after the 
fall of Louisburg. The arrival of the ship Hector at Pictou in 1773 paved the way for Highland 
emigration to and settlement in Cape Breton, a geographically similar region. Numerous ships 
from Scotland followed during the clearances. While ships’ passenger lists in that period are 
rare, see the Lucille Campey books that contain all known details. Early land grants for the 
maritime provinces are found on their provincial websites.

19th century
Land ownership was a compelling attraction through most of the 1800s for all emigrants. 

LAC has various digitised pre-Confederation land records covering what became Ontario, 
many with nominal indexes ―  all new settlers who received a Crown land grant would have 
left a record of some kind. LAC also has Homestead Grants for Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and 
Alberta which were surveyed grid-fashion on meridian baselines. After the initial grants from 
the Crown, the provinces maintain their own land ownership transactions, often done on a 
county and township basis, so provincial archives’ catalogues should be explored.

Decennial census returns generally exist from 1851, accessible up to 1911 as databases at 
LAC, FamilySearch and Ancestry. Returns earlier than 1851 also survive for scattered locations, 
usually naming only the heads of household.

Again, more British soldiers remained in Canada after the War of 1812; a variety of regiments 
came and went (see Links). Free land grants were awarded for their service. Canada did not 
have its own armed forces until 1870, so until then a search for soldiers should be done in 
British Army records. The LAC pre-1870 series called British Military and Naval Collection “C 
Series” has an online nominal card index referenced to digitized microfilm of wide-ranging 
miscellaneous items including Loyalist corps and militia service.
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Passenger lists of ships arriving in Canada were not retained until 1865 and later. Halifax and 
Quebec City were the main entry ports although there were others on both coasts; see the list 
of databases at LAC where you can search by name of passenger or name of a ship or other 
fields, up to 1935. Assisted emigration and settlement schemes sometimes produced their 
own lists of names, such as the early Red River community in Manitoba and other pockets of 
Scots settlement in Ontario, Quebec, and the Maritimes provinces; see Campey books below.

Records of “Home Children” arrivals 1869-1930 span over to the next century. Amongst 
dozens of British sending organizations, Scottish children were sent to Canada from homes 
or orphanages such as those of William Quarrier, Mrs. Blaikie, Emma Stirling, and Dr. George 
Cossar. See Immigration on the LAC website for a Home Children database drawn from ships’ 
lists and additional government sources. However, a comprehensive database of children’s 
names is being prepared by volunteers of the British Isles Family History Society of Greater 
Ottawa.

20th century
This period may be of most interest to HFHS members. Due to lack of access to census 

returns after 1921 and the proliferation of privacy laws, fewer sources are generally available as 
time moves forward. LAC’s partnership with Ancestry.ca  allowed Ancestry to index and provide 
exclusive access to the 1921 census for the time being. The 1906 and 1916 returns were taken 
for the prairie provinces only. The website Automated Genealogy can also be consulted for 
censuses of 1901, 1906, and 1911 (and 1851 as well) where indexing volunteers are more 
familiar with Canadian surnames. “Substitutes” for census such as city or county directories 
and voters’ lists (the latter at Ancestry.ca or on microfilm at LAC) may assist to fill the gap.

Naturalization and citizenship may come to mind as potential sources of information, but until 
the mid-1940s Canadians were British subjects; therefore no such records will exist for Scots 
who came here. From 1947, naturalization/citizenship files can be requested under specific 
conditions outlined on the LAC website. Because immigrants often came into Canada from the 
United States, it is wise to check border crossing records that began in 1908 (LAC: unindexed) 
and even earlier, such sites as New York’s Ellis Island.

Major sources of personal information are the enlistment papers and associated records of 
the Canadian Expeditionary Force in the First World War (LAC database). So many of the men 
who signed up then were British-born. Second World War army and navy service files (also 
LAC) are currently open to the public only for men who died in service 1939-1945.

Vital Statistics of births, marriages, and deaths began for only a few provinces in the 
nineteenth century and are more complete for all areas in the 1900s. CanGenealogy gives you 
links to the agencies that keep them and the dates which are accessible.

Cemeteries have not yet been mentioned although naturally they have existed from day 
one in all areas. Transcriptions are perhaps mostly found in the publication catalogues of local 
genealogical or historical societies. See province listings for searchable cemetery databases 
at CanGenealogy; Ontario, British Columbia, and New Brunswick, possibly more, have such 
wide-reaching finding aids but may not be comprehensive of every cemetery in a province. The 
ever-growing Canadian Gravemarker Gallery includes photographs of the stones.

Newspapers can be a wonderful source of vital announcements, social notices, police and 
court  reports, funerals, and obituaries from the early nineteenth century to today. We have 
no overarching electronic location for access to archived newspapers although LAC collects 
paper copies from every corner of the country. It has lists of some name-indexed newspapers 
in its Historical Newspaper Resources section. Newspaper Archive and Pages of the Past are 
two subscription sites with a limited selection. Google Newspapers has alphabetical lists by 
place name with also a keyword search function. One place to find a list of what is available 
for Canada is XooxleAnswers; it may not be completely up to date. Indexing of names in 
newspaper items is generally undertaken by local groups.

There are many historical twists, turns, regulations, and exceptions amongst countless 
resources and finding aids. This article merely scratches the surface in a broad way, not always 
satisfactory when so much is available at “lower” levels. Still, it is best to explore the suggested 

sites until you can narrow your search to a specific location. And never underestimate the power 
and resources of genealogical societies ― every province has at least one ― with their guides, 
specialized publications, services to assist, and so on. Find their addresses and websites at 
CanGenealogy.

* Canadian Boat Song (Anonymous)

Useful Books
Global Genealogy is the premier supplier of Canadian publications for family historians, 
both print and CD materials. They carry the books below and many hundreds more: http://
globalgenealogy.com/.
Books by Lucille H. Campey, published in Toronto by Dundurn Press -
An Unstoppable Force: The Scottish Exodus to Canada.
After the Hector: The Scottish Pioneers of Nova Scotia and Cape Breton, 1773-1852.
With Axe and Bible: The Scottish Pioneers of New Brunswick, 1784-1874.
A Very Fine Class of Immigrants: Prince Edward Island’s Scottish Pioneers, 1770-1850.
Les Écossais: The Pioneer Scots of Lower Canada, 1763-1855.
The Scottish Pioneers of Upper Canada, 1784-1855.
The Silver Chief: Lord Selkirk and the Scottish Pioneers of Belfast, Baldoon and Red River.
‘Fast Sailing and Copper-Bottomed’: Aberdeen Sailing Ships and the Emigrant Scots They 
Carried to Canada, 1774-1855.
Irvine, Sherry and Dave Obee, Finding Your Canadian Ancestors. Provo, Utah: Ancestry 
Publishing, 2007.
Obee, Dave. Destination Canada: a Genealogical Guide to Immigration Records. Self-published 
by author, 2010.
Whyte, Donald. A Dictionary of Scottish Emigrants to Canada. 4 vols. Toronto: Ontario 
Genealogical Society, 1986-2006.

Useful Links
Automated Genealogy: www.http://automatedgenealogy.com/
Bibliothèque et Archives nationales du Québec (BAnQ): http://www.banq.qc.ca/archives/index.
html?language_id=3.
British Isles Family History Society of Greater Ottawa: http://www.bifhsgo.ca/
British Regiments in Canada: http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~crossroads/
regiments
Canadian Gravemarker Gallery: http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~cangmg/
Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier 21: http://www.pier21.ca/home
CanGenWeb: http://www.canadagenweb.org/ (volunteer finding aids and assistance).
CanGenealogy: http://www.cangenealogy.com/
Ellis Island: http://libertyellisfoundation.org/passenger
Global Genealogy: www.globalgenealogy.com/
Google Newspapers: http://news.google.com/newspapers
Hudson’s Bay Company Archives: http://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/hbca/index.html
Library and Archives Canada (LAC): http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/Pages/home.aspx (click on 
Online Research).
Records on the Immigration of Domestics. LAC Thematic Guide, 2000:  http://www.
collectionscanada.gc.ca/the-public/005-1142.14-e.html (see Immigration & Citizenship).
The Scots to Canada: http://www.scotstocanada.com/ (Lucille Campey’s website).
United Empire Loyalists Association of Canada: www.uelac.org
University of Aberdeen’s The Scottish Emigration Database 1890-1960: http://www.abdn.
ac.uk/emigration/index.html (may be useful for some).
XooxleAnswers: http://www.xooxleanswers.com/free-newspaper-archives/other-international-
newspaper-archives/
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From Alness to Australia

He writes:
Went to Invergordon Parish School; Mr. Urquhart, Teacher. Left Invergordon in Sep 1856. 

Went to the drapery business in Alness, 4th Sep 1856.  Left there on the 14 June 1857. Went 
to Inverness to Mr. Bethune’s on 16 June 1857. Went to the Royal Volunteer Review Edinburgh 
7 August 1860. Went to my holidays to Harris and Skye 27 August 1860 and back the following 
September after being kept a week on board the steamer “Stork” going round her monthly trips 
to Stornoway, Ullapool and Lochinver. 

Got ill of Typhus fever 11 June 1861, entered the Infirmary 20th June, came out 12th of August 
same year and went home on the 15th of August by the steamer “Dundalk” to Invergordon and 
Ardoch. Went back to Inverness in the 11 Nov. 1861 lodging with a Mrs. McLennan, 8 Douglas 
Run, Inverness. 

Brother John [Ross], wife and family left Alness for New Zealand on the 6th of Sep 1862.
Johnie Munro and myself to our holidays from Inverness to Edinburgh, Glasgow and Airdrie in 

August 1863.  Went by train and back by the “Dundalk” steamer from Granton to Invergordon. 
Christmas day 25 Dec., Johnie Munro and myself went to a ball held in Kilmarnock Castle given 
by major Rose, proprietor. 

Went New Years day 1864 to Invergordon; John Munro and John Macdonald with me. Hired a 
conveyance from Mr. Fraser, Commercial Hotel and went to Alness. We stayed in Alness for two 
hours and left for Inverness by the 4.10 p.m. train. Came home next day Saturday after enjoying 
ourselves exceedingly well! On the 12th of January 1864 New Years day O.S. went to Ardoch 
and visited the following parties viz. William Ross or Darg Ardross; George Munro, Boath; Wm. 
Ross or “Gen” Do.; Wiliam Mackenzie, Lealty; “Old Day theme” Do. Brother Willie and John 
Ross, Tailor along with me at the two latter places. Went off the following day 14th to Inverness.

Left Invergordon for Inverness on Wednesday 24th by the last train 4 p.m.! Presentation to me 
from my friends in Inverness on Friday night 26 Feby in the Commercial Hotel met at 1/2 past 8 
and broke up at 2 a.m. next morning after spending a very pleasant and agreeable evening with 
the following friends viz. Messrs. John Mackenzie, R. Macdonald, J. McDonald, Fraser Campbell 
Tethunes, John Munro, London House; John McDonald, Draper; John Fraser, Draper 38 High 
St.; A. Welsh Don McDonald, Grocer and Alexander McIntosh, saddler.  The gift was furnished 
by Mr. McPherson Mercht. High St. and presented to me by Mr. McKenzie, 6 Castle Street.

Went Saturday the 27th to Fort George and parted with sister Helen, husband and family 
[Alexander MacKenzie]. Came back from there the same afternoon by the 4 p.m. train and off 
to Ardoch by the 7:35 a.m. train. John Munro and his sister Mrs Cunningham going along with 
me to Alness. Went to Alness Church Sunday 28th along with brothers Sandy and William. 
Mr. Munro preached. The day was stormy. Left Ardoch and parted with mother and Sandy on 
Monday morning 29th Feby at 10 a.m.; bro. Wm. coming to Alness with me. I left Alness by 
the 12 p.m. train for Invergordon and left there next day. Tuesday 1st March parted with sister, 
Kitty and Doctor [her husband Dr. Alexander Ross] at a 1/4 to 4 p.m.; the Dr., Kitty, Clunas and 
Urquhart coming to the station with me. Started at 4 p.m. for Inverness. Went the same evening 

We are often told that people didn’t travel far from home in the 1800s 
but the diary of Donald Munro Ross born at Ardoch in Alness, Ross 
and Cromarty in April 1837 tells us otherwise.  He not only gives us a 
glimpse of his life in Scotland, but he names friends and family, gives 
their occupations and addresses and then tells about his journey from 
Inverness via Liverpool to Australia in 1864 and his life in Australia.

By Donna Fraser
. . . the Diary of Donald Munro Ross

to Kesock ferry to Mr. Paterson’s along with Messrs. J. MacKenzie, Castle St.; John Fraser, 38 
High St.; J. Munro, 20 High Street; Colin Macdonald, 2 High Street; and A Macdonald, Castle 
Street. Spent a pleasant night, came home at 3 a.m. next morning.

Left Inverness for Melbourne Australia on Wednesday morning 2nd of March (1864) by the 
9 a.m. train the following coming to the station with me viz. Messrs. McKenzie, Munro, C. 
Macdonald, J. McDonald McIntosh and Robt Macdonald. Arrived at Forres at 9 a.m. met 
Mr. Welsh there and left Forres at 20 minutes past 9 by the new Highland Line and arrived at 
Edinburgh at 6 p.m. stayed there for 3 1/2 hours and left there at 1/2 past 9 p.m. by the express 
train and arrived at Liverpool next morning (Thursday) at 6 a.m. Saturday the 5th of March was 
the advertised date on which the “Empress of the Seas” was appointed to sail but for some 
reason best known to the company themselves the loading of the vessel was not completed 
over the berths in a furnished state to accommodate passengers till Tuesday the 8th of March.  
By this time Mr. Welsh and myself were enabled to visit all the places of interest in and around 
Liverpool.  On Tuesday the 8th the “Empress” left the dock at 1/2 past 10 a.m. and anchored 
in the river till Wednesday the 9th when it was inspected by the Government Inspector. 

From that point the diary gives a day by day account of the voyage which I will not include 
in this article.

Wednesday 22 June 1864 left the vessel “Empress of the Seas” at 1 o’clock p.m. at long 
last after a pleasant though long and tedious voyage of 106 days. We had 340 passengers on 
board and besides English, Irish & Scotch we had amongst these Welsh, Canadians, Germans, 
Maltese and Italians; had 1 birth and 4 deaths during the voyage which was not caused by 
sickness or privation. My friend Mr. Welsh left for Sydney by steamer 8th July. I went to the 
steamer along with him by rail to Sundridge Bar and gave good bye.

11th July I engaged at Mrs. McNaughton Love & Co., Belfast [now known as Port Fairy, 
Victoria] to Mr. Geo Haynes where the shop depart. and salary 30/pr week to remain for three 
months. I left Melbourne for Belfast on Tuesday July 12 at 1 p.m. by steamer “Edina” from 
Sandridge Bar. Arrived at Belfast the 13th and commenced business on Thursday the 14th 
July. 

In 1867 Donald made the decision to manage the Keroit General Store and while there he 
met his bride to be, Mary Ann Bates, an expert milliner and dressmaker ten years his junior. He 
married her April 15, 1869 in the Presbyterian Church, Belfast, Victoria.  The groom was now 
32 years of age, having been in Australia 5 years.

He carried on as Manager of the Keroit store for a further 11 years and during that time two 
girls and three boys were born:
1870 Catherine Isabella [died in 1890 aged 20 years]
1872 Henry John [died 1895 aged 23 years]
1873 Helen Barbara [Nellie]
1875 Alexander James [died 1899 aged 24 years]
1877 Allan Munro 

In 1879 the family moved to Melbourne to start their own business in Malvern [8 km south-
east of Melbourne]. Now while being a leading business man he also was a good family man 
and four more children were born making a total of five boys and four girls.
1881 Florence Munro [Florie]
1883 Ann Douglas [Annie]
1887 Donald Munro
1889 Wallace Gordon

From the 1880s into the early 1890s Melbourne and suburbs was going through a boom in 
every way mostly property and the children who were not helping in the business were going 
to school in Malvern and some were learning highland dancing for which they won many 
prizes.  Donald became a founding member of the First Melbourne Caledonian Society.  Mary 
Ann, being an expert milliner, taught her daughters the fine art of it.  In so doing they made all 
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the kilts worn by the family, also most dresses and suits worn by the young men and women.
About this time the boom was over and business was becoming very difficult; a lot of 

people unemployed and many businesses gone broke and closed up.  It was the start of the 
Land Boom Crash when lots of folk had to burn furniture to keep warm because they could 
not afford to pay for wood.  As the business was giving credit and people were unable to pay 
Donald decided to build and open up a general store in Jumbunna, South Gippsland, Victoria 
where coal had been discovered. All the family were taken to a nice home there and with the 
help of the family the business became successful. In the meantime Alexander was left in 
Malvern to collect debts for goods they had sold in the Malvern store, but he had a very tough 
job.  

The general store in Jumbunna became the main one to supply the coal miners and all the 
family helped in the store. In the early 1900s things turned to the worst as credit again was 
given and the coal miners began to strike often.  One strike lasted so long that the store had 
to close up for a period.  Mary Ann and the girls began to do dress making for the district and 
the boys went out to find work. The family finished school at Jumbunna.

In 1903 the family – Donald, Mary Ann, daughters Nellie, Florence and Annie, and the two 
unmarried sons, Donald and Wallace all went to Foolscray [5 km west of Melbourne, Australia] 
and went into a grocery business in Nicholson Street.  They became one of the leading 
businesses in Foolscray supplying the areas of Seddon, Yarraville and Braybrook.  All worked 
in the long hours in the store weighing and packaging tea, sugar, flour, rice, sage, butter and 
cheese all carrying their proud Ross Brothers name.  

The store was sold in 1920 and the family moved to Moonee Ponds, a suburb of Melbourne.  
Donald Munro Ross, aged 84, died there in 1920.  His wife Mary Ann remained with the three 
unmarried daughters and died in 1926, aged 79 years. 

Scottish Association of Family History Societies 
26th Annual Conference and Family History Fair

Allan Park South Church, Dumbarton Road, Stirling, FK8 2QJ
Saturday 25th April 2015, 9.45 am – 4.30 pm.

There will be five speakers as follows: -
Paul Laidlaw, Laidlaw Auctioneers and Valuers
“Badges, buckles and bandoliers”
R. D. Layton, CE Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders Trust
“Regimental Museums – The Hidden Archives in Family Research”
Pam McNicol, Council Archivist, Stirling Council Archives
“Killing a Russkie…” – John Murray’s experiences in the Crimean War
Barbara McLean, Archivist, Glasgow Life
“The Scottish Women’s Hospitals Archive – Women’s contribution to World War I”
Dr Tristram Clark, Archivist, National Records of Scotland
“Leaving it all: Scottish Soldiers’ Wills”

There will be two Question Time sessions of 35 minutes duration, the first at the end of the 
morning session of three talks and the second after the final talk. The extensive Family History 
Fair will feature Family History Societies, Local History Groups and many Commercial Stands.

The cost for delegates is £16. Admission to the Family History Fair will be £2, at the door.
Full details can be found at www.csfhs.org.uk/safhs_conference_2015.htm , and booking 

forms can be downloaded from the website.

“There was a soldier…”

The Macleods of Ullinish

For a period, Roderick was the MacLeod Chief’s factor (estate manager) in Skye, and was 
also one of the first to be appointed by the Government as Sheriff-Substitute for all of Skye, 
following the abolition of hereditary Sheriffs, and in that capacity he did some valuable work. 
It would have been some time after 1692 that Roderick MacLeod acquired the tack or lease of 
Ullinish located on a peninsular in the Bracadale parish of western Skye. Alternative spellings 
are Ulinish and Uilinish, which derive from the Norse language, ‘Ulli’ being either a person’s 
name or related to ‘wolf’ in possibly describing the shape of this headland as like a wolf’s 
head, while ‘nish’ corresponds to ‘ness’ (a headland or promontory). This particular promontory 
projects into Loch Bracadale, forming the northern lip of the entrance to Loch Harport. 

Before settling at Ullinish, Roderick MacLeod had already married Margaret, daughter 
of his first cousin, John MacLeod, 2nd of Talisker (a nearby estate). She was also, however, 
the granddaughter of his own (much older) half-brother, Alexander MacLeod of Greshornish 
(another estate in Skye). The eldest son of Roderick and Margaret was born in 1689 and named 
Donald. Although he came to represent his family as 2nd of Ullinish, he did not succeed to the 
lease of Ullinish. He appears to have attended King’s College in Aberdeen (1711-1715), and to 
have graduated MA. It seems he then took the tack of Bernisdale and/or Unish (both in Skye). 
By 1747, however, he was a lieutenant in the Scots Brigade serving in Holland. 

Donald MacLeod was twice married, and had two sons. The elder, Alexander, thus represented 
the family as 3rd of Ullinish, but he too did not occupy Ullinish. He was actually a carpenter in 

 My article in the November 2014 issue of the Journal about the 
MacLeods of Dalvey mentioned that they were a branch of the MacLeods 
of Ullinish. The 1st MacLeod of Dalvey was a grandson of the 1st 
MacLeod of Ullinish, Roderick MacLeod, who was the fifth and youngest 
son of Donald MacLeod, 1st of Greshornish, who was in turn the fifth and 
youngest son of Sir Rory Mor, the 15th Chief at Dunvegan. Roderick’s 
mother was his father’s second wife, Margaret, daughter of the Fraser 
Laird of Foyers, whose ancestral seat overlooks Loch Ness near the once 
spectacular Falls of Foyers (later reduced by hydro-electric projects) :- 
“Among the heathy hills and rugged woods / The foaming Foyers pours 
his mossy floods”  (Robert Burns).

By Ian Campbell Harris

Ullinish Hotel
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His Majesty’s ship the ‘Margate’ of London, and lived with a wife and family at Portsmouth. He 
wrote a will in 1747, but nothing more is known of him or of any surviving descendants, so with 
him the senior line of the Ullinish MacLeods effectively died out.

Donald’s younger son, Norman, was an army captain, who also occupied the Bernisdale 
estate near the head of Loch Snizort in northern Skye (perhaps succeeding his father). There 
he founded a family that was duly known as the MacLeods of Bernisdale. His wife, Anne, was 
a daughter of Norman MacLeod, 6th of Berneray (an estate based on the Isle of Berneray in 
the Sound of Harris). Their eldest son, Donald MacLeod (2nd of Bernisdale), became an army 
surgeon with the rank of major. He went to Australia in 1821, where he was a friend and physician 
of the governor, Sir Thomas Brisbane (after whom Queensland’s capital is named). Donald later 
moved to India, becoming Inspector General of Army Hospitals in Bengal, and died in 1840. He 
had a grandson and great-grandson who both (in turn) held the office of Commander-in-Chief 
of Burma, as well as being created Knight Commanders of the Indian Empire.

Donald MacLeod’s youngest brother, Archibald, likewise went to Australia in 1821, together 
with his Campbell wife, later becoming the great pioneer of Gippsland (east of Melbourne). 
There he founded the station that grew into the town of Bairnsdale (which clearly derived its 
name from Bernisdale), and in its Main Street stands a monument to his memory. Relatively 
close is another town called Orbost, named after the property in north-west Skye owned by 
Archibald’s aunt (the 6th of Berneray’s eldest surviving child, who was deprived of her lease 
of Berneray). She bequeathed Orbost to one of Archibald’s other brothers and the cousin 
he married. (See the recent article about Orbost in No.187 of the Magazine). A street in the 
Australian town of Orbost is appropriately called MacLeod Street, while Berneray gave its name 
to other properties of the MacLeods in Australia (as did Talisker). Archibald MacLeod died in 
1861, having had fourteen children and more than thirty grandchildren, so that he has over 
seven hundred descendants living in Australia today (including mutual descendants of the Duke 
of Wellington and that famous Scot, James Watt, inventor or developer of the steam engine).

The second son of Roderick MacLeod, 1st of Ullinish, was named Alexander. He was born in 
about 1691 and it was he who actually succeeded to the Ullinish estate. Like his own father, he 
became the Sheriff-Substitute of Skye, and at some time the Chief’s factor. It would also appear 
that he had been made a captain in the MacLeod Chief’s forces raised to defeat Bonnie Prince 
Charlie’s rebellion.

In September 1773, Alexander received Dr Johnson and James Boswell as his guests at 
Ullinish during their tour of Skye and the Western Isles. Boswell describes their arrival in his 
famous Journal as follows :-

“We got to Ulinish about six o’clock, and found a very good farm-house, of two stories. Mr. 
M’Leod of Ulinish, the sheriff-substitute of the island, was a plain honest gentleman, a good deal 
like an English justice of peace; not much given to talk, but sufficiently sagacious, and somewhat 
droll. His daughter, though she was never out of Sky, was a very well-bred woman”.

Sheriff Alexander MacLeod’s eldest son, Roderick, was eventually killed abroad while serving 
in the Army, as was also the second son (in America and India, respectively). It was his third son 
and namesake who became the first of the MacLeods of Dalvey after purchasing that estate 
in Morayshire. A daughter of the Sheriff married a son of the MacLeod Chief (who married 
secondly the elder daughter of that great romantic figure, Flora MacDonald). 

John Knox of the British Fisheries Society made a tour of Skye in 1786 and met Alexander 
MacLeod of Ullinish, describing him as having “great probity, and (from) the respect in which he 
is held, has, in some cases, the duty of a sheriff imposed upon him by the inhabitants, to whom 
he is a father.”

Having apparently married twice, with a large number of offspring, Alexander MacLeod of 
Ullinish and Sheriff-Substitute of Skye, died at a very advanced age in about 1790. However, 
it seems doubtful whether the Ullinish estate was subsequently held by any of his children 
or descendants, and consequently the connection between Ullinish and this branch of the 
MacLeod Clan appears to have ended around then.

It was within a year or so of Alexander’s death that a book of memoirs was published referring 
to him and Ullinish, the author being his nephew (by a younger brother, John) who had been 

brought up at Ullinish. These fascinating “Memoirs of the Life and Gallant Exploits of the Old 
Highlander, Serjeant Donald MacLeod” were re-printed in 1933. Sgt.MacLeod was present at 
many overseas battles of the 18th century, including the capture of Quebec in which his own 
plaid was evidently used to carry the dying national hero, General Wolfe. Donald was also 
received by King George III at the age of 102, having apparently walked all or most of the way 
to London!

In addition to the above-mentioned sons of Roderick MacLeod, 1st of Ullinish (viz. Donald, 
Alexander and John), there were two others. The youngest, William, was born in 1717 and 
became the minister of Bracadale parish and married a Berneray cousin. They had seventeen 
children in all, and a son and namesake of the said Rev. William MacLeod emigrated to found a 
branch of the family in the Bahamas and America (one of whom was the first blockade-runner 
of the Civil War - ie. the North’s blockade of Southern ports). 

In around 1920, the MacLeod Chief included the Ullinish estate in his sale of much of the 
Bracadale parish to the Government for the development of crofting (ie. “independent” small 
holdings). The former home of the Ullinish MacLeods was then let out as a shooting lodge 
by the Ministry of Agriculture, but the property later became an hotel, called Ullinish Lodge 
Hotel, which by about 1948 was let to a Mr & Mrs Robb. They gave up the tenancy by the end 
of 1953, to be succeeded by Hugh Clarke from Oban. In 1986 the hotel was purchased by a 
couple named John and Claudia Mulford, who ran it with their daughter, Julia. Without unduly 
disturbing the original character, the premises then naturally offered all the modern amenities of 
an hotel, with accommodation consisting of eight bedrooms for up to twenty guests (some as 
families). There was also a large lounge with open fire, and a restaurant serving fresh local fare. 

In 2002 the property was again on the market, and by 2005 it was in the hands of another 
couple, Brian and Pam Howard, who ran the hotel under the name of Ullinish Country Lodge. 
They were from England and had previously run a hotel in the south-west of England. After major 
refurbishment the hotel offers six ensuite rooms (including the one occupied by Dr Johnson), 
while the restaurant serves local fare in a contemporary style [see advertisement].

Nearby the house may still be seen a number of interesting archaeological remains, which 
include two chambered cairns, a souterrain, a broch and three standing stones. During their 
stay at Ullinish, Dr Johnson and Boswell were shown the latter standing stones. Tradition had 
it that the dead were cremated there in ancient times, and indeed a funerary urn of ashes was 
found at the site more recently. Dr Johnson and Boswell were likewise shown the broch known 
as Dun Beag, which is still a well preserved example of these distinctive Iron Age circular stone 
fortress towers (where a number of interesting artifacts were also uncovered more recently).

As a peninsular overlooking Loch Bracadale, Ullinish was in effect a witness to some important 
water-sheds in British history. In 1263 the Norwegian King Haakan sailed the remnants of his 
fleet into the loch to collect provisions for his voyage home, having just lost the decisive battle 
of Largs to the Scots king, and with it four hundred years of Norse dominion over the Western 
Isles and Isle of Man. After the defeated remnants of the later Spanish Armada rounded the 
coast of Scotland, some of the ships also entered Loch Bracadale, and one was never to leave 
it. Then during the subsequent naval hostilities of the First World War, a German U-boat came 
into the loch to land prisoners (apparently the only occasion such a landing was ever made on 
British soil).

Since the time of King Haakan, some ten other kings, queens or princes, as well as a former 
French empress (Eugenie) have visited the Isle of Skye, whether or not ever coming close to 
Ullinish itself, but for the many former inhabitants who could no longer be on their native soil 
because of the infamous “clearances” and other economic pressures, these poignant words 
bear witness to an enduring identity that is evident even in the emigrants’ descendants:-

From the lone sheiling on the misty island
Mountains divide us, and the waste of seas -

Yet still the blood is strong, the heart is Highland,
And we in dreams behold the Hebrides.   

(Canadian Boat Song)



Dochfour to Fitzroy
Until I received 

the August 2014 
issue of the society’s 
journal, I had 
resigned myself to 
remaining in the dark 
as to my 2xGreat-
Grandfather’s final 
days, with his death 
certificate giving 
his cause of death 
due to General 
Paralysis at the 
Inverness District 
Asylum.   Prior to 
this certificate the 
last record I had 
was from the 1891 
Census when he 
was living at the 
Nairn Public Hall at 
95 Hugh Street with 
his sister Elizabeth. 
That is until I 
approached Stuart 
Farrell following on 
from his delightful 
account of the story 
of the two sisters 
Ann Munro and 
Isabella Munro and 
their headstone at 
the Inverness Asylum 
graveyard.  My 
2xGreat-Grandfather, 
John Huggard, had 
an illustrious career 
in the British Army, 
beginning in 1862 
and lasting for 20 
years. He died on 3 
November 1899.
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John Huggard was the son of Samuel Haggard (Huggard) recorded as 
being born at Beauly, Inverness, date unknown, and Margaret Fraser 
born 1809 at Dochfour, Inverness. Although there is a comprehensive 
account of this pair’s background and history, we have not been able 
to pinpoint Samuel’s actual date of birth.  To be compatible with other 
existing details, we believe him to have been born about 1808.  Samuel’s 
Death Certificate tells us that his parents were John Huggard, farmer, 
deceased and Christine Huggard (m.s.Bain or Arach) both of Teawig.  I 
would be extremely grateful if anyone could shed light on the date of 
Samuel’s birth.

However, Samuel was employed by the Baillies of Dunain at Dochfour, 
Inverness, serving at times as a groom, an agricultural labourer and a 
water keeper. The family lived at Dochfour from about 1835 for many 
years, all their surviving children being born there. Their first born, John 
Huggard, was born in 1833 at Drumcudden, but died soon after.  At 
Dochfour another 11 children were born, the second John Huggard, the 
subject of our story, the fourth child being born on 1 April 1839. 

The 1861 England Census has John Huggard working as an assistant 
draper for James Brown at 7 Hill Street, Knightsbridge, London. We have 
no details yet as to how and when he moved to England.  On 29 September 
1862 he was enlisted into the 2nd (Royal North British) Regiment of 
Dragoons, AKA Scots Greys, at Westminster, and he remained with 
the 2nd Dragoon Guards until his discharge on 27 September 1883. 
Between August 1863 and January 1870 he was serving in India.  On 
1 February 1870 he was posted back to England first to Portsmouth, 
then Chichester, then onto Colchester. He was promoted to the rank of 
Corporal in July of 1870. The England Census of 1871 has him at the 
East Cavalry Barracks at Aldershot.  In June 1872 he was promoted to 
Sergeant.

It was this year that he married my 2xGreat- Grandmother, Charlotte 
Ellen Newman, although, as of this date, the only record found of this 
event has been a reference to the marriage in her Death Certificate.  
Charlotte was born in Witley, Surrey on 16 October 1853. Prior to her 
marriage, Charlotte was employed as a nurse for the family of George 
Charles Wallich , a retired surgeon who was born in Bengal, India in 
1815. He had served as a Major on the Indian Army List for several 
campaigns, at times as Field Surgeon. He arrived in England in 1857, 
settling in London in 1863. Charlotte would have been kept quite busy in 
the Wallich household, caring for the Wallich’s 4 Sons and 4 daughters, 
ranging from 17 to 1 years of age. 

 It is thought that through this medical military association that 
Charlotte was to meet her future husband, John Huggard. In 1875, 
John was posted overseas once again, this time to Tipperary, Ireland, 
mainly to maintain and safeguard the British presence there.  He was 
accompanied by his wife and first son, Frederick Joseph Owen Huggard, 
born March 1874 at Farnham. Charlotte is believed to have been on the 
medical staff, the family living in the Army barracks at Fethard.  John was 
promoted to Troop Sergeant/Major on the 9 October 1876 and two days 
later on the 11 October, my Grandfather, Archibald Duncan Huggard, 
was born.   It took many years for us to find out the circumstances 
leading up to our Grandfather’s birth in Ireland.  The family were moved 
back to England in 1880 and John left the army in 1883.

The marriage was not to last and by 1891 Charlotte, with her two boys, 

Frederick and Archibald, were living in Shoreham, Kent. The 1891 England Census says that she was 
then a widow, but we know that husband John, now classified as a pauper, was still alive and was 
resident in Nairn with his sister Elizabeth, according to the 1891 Scotland Census. It was from here 
that John was found to be of unsound mind and was admitted to the Asylum in 1897.

His medical reports show that he was a very difficult patient, requiring constant attention, being 
very restless and unsettled. His reported delusions of grandeur and of great wealth, extravagance in 
speech and boastfulness, must have provided his carers with much humour, one daily report saying:  
“The King remains the same, as grand a person as ever”.  It appears that he did settle and showed 
some improvement in his health during 1897 and early 1898, one account mentioning that he was 
quite mischievous at times. However, his general well being showed a marked regression in the later 
months of 1898 and throughout 1899, until his death from General Paralysis on 15 May 1899.

Son Archibald Duncan Huggard followed in his father’s military footsteps and enlisted in the British 
Army on 1 November 1892 joining the 3rd Battalion East Kent Regiment (Buffs). He stated that he was 
18 years of age, but in fact had only just turned 16. Strangely, he purchased his discharge in April 1893. 
However, he again enlisted, this time with the Royal Horse Artillery as a driver on 31 October 1893. 
He again misled the authorities by saying he was 18 when in fact he had only just turned 17. Like his 
father, he too served in India, serving there from 1897 until March 1900, when he was invalided home 
with Malaria fever.  His health could not have been too serious because 2 weeks after arriving home, 
he and fellow gunner Albert Trangmar were convicted of striking a Police constable in Hampshire while 
resisting arrest for being drunk and disorderly. They were fined 20s each, including costs.

My Grandfather married Emma Hicks on 17 August 1901 at St Margaret’s Church of England in 
Woolwich, England.  Archibald was discharged from the army 4 years later. Their first son, Frederick 
John Huggard was born in 21 June 1902 at Woolwich. In 1902 Arch transferred to Section B Army 
Reserve. My father, Archibald Owen Huggard, was next. He was born on 4 August 1906 also at 
Woolwich.  By this time grandfather was employed at the Royal Artillery Canteen.

This heralds the start of the pilgrimage to New Zealand.  On 18 March 1909 Arch and Emma, with 
their 2 sons, sailed from London on the R.M.S. Rimutaka, with the intention of settling in Australia.  
This was not to happen, as on the journey, Arch was offered a job at the Stratford’s Gentlemen’s 
Club in New Zealand. This was so appealing, they changed plans and continued on to their new 
destination. The ship’s arrival was announced in the Wellington daily newspaper. The Evening Post, 
on 5 May 1909, reporting that “The immigrants bring capital from £70 to £25 apiece, are all in splendid 
health and, says Mr. Danby, Immigration Officer, of a very good class”. The move proved to be 
quite successful and Arch remained in the steward’s job for some four years. When their 3rd son, 
Jesse Kenneth Huggard was born on 1913, the family had to move out of the club and they then 
transferred to New Plymouth. Their fourth son, Laurence Maxwell Huggard was born in 21 November 
1918

The family home at 18 Darnell Street, Fitzroy, New Plymouth became the centre point for the 
generations to follow. Initially, Grandfather worked for Leylands Bakery driving a horse drawn cart 
delivering bread. After that he commenced work as a conductor on the New Plymouth Tramway 
system, soon graduating to be a Motorman in charge of the tramcar. He was extremely content and 
popular with his workmates, earning the friendly nickname of “Grumpy”. He remained there until he 
retired.  With the odd exception, the Huggard family of New Zealand are all generated from Arch and 
Emma, leaving a remarkable legacy. Great-Grandmother Charlotte followed the family to New Zealand 
in 1909.  Her other son, Frederick stayed in England.  In New Zealand, she retained the widow title until 
her death at the New Plymouth Public Hospital on 21 August 1933.

The aspiration to join the military services stayed with the Huggards . Frederick Joseph Huggard  
(Archibald Duncan Huggard’s  brother) enlisted in the British Army Royal Artillery and served from 
1894 until 1913, with 10 years in India. His son, Cecil Robert Huggard, born 9 May 1914, lost his life 
while working on the Thailand-Burma railway as a Japanese POW during World War II.  Cecil’s sister 
also served with the RAF during the Second World War. Jesse Kenneth Huggard, son of Archibald and 
Emma, served with the RNZAF in the Pacific during the Second World War. Brian Frederick Huggard, 
son of Frederick and Nina, served with the RNZAF.  Archibald Owen Huggard had three sons, my 
two brothers Dennis Owen born 28 January 1928, Ronald Maxwell Huggard born 13 May 1931 and 
myself born 13 July 1936. All three of us served in the military, one army and two air force, and all 
representing New Zealand overseas at different times during the Malayan Emergency, which lasted 
from 1948-1966.

By Trevor Huggard
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The item about the 
Davidson MI at Contin 
in the November 2014 
edition of the HFHS 
Newsletter caught my 
eye. 
The Davidson stone 
highlighted in the 
Newsletter is one of two 
19th century items located 
alongside each other 
in this grave yard. Both 
stones are quite different 
in design. Fortunately 
both their inscriptions can 
still be easily read. Their 
immediate proximity might 
indicate a possible shared 
family link, but there is 
nothing to confirm such a 
link from an examination 
of the inscriptions or 
a review of the on-line 
parish records for Contin.

The smaller and plainer stone was erected by Kenneth Davidson, a Glasgow spirit merchant 
to commemorate:-
-his father William Davidson, elder, Jameston, died 18th April 1858, age 78
-his mother Ann Mackenzie, died 1 Jan 1855, aged 70 
-his sisters Christina, died 26 Sept 1833 aged 19,… & Mary, died 28 Dec 1833 aged 21
-his brother Alexander died 1832, aged 21 at Quebec

William Davidson’s death registration indicates that he was a thatcher by trade. The 
family appear to have always lived in Contin. By the 1840s Kenneth Davidson had moved to 
Glasgow where he was later married twice, fathered 4 children, and later died.

The larger and more decorated stone commemorates:-
-Simon Davidson, House Painter, died 1 July 1870, aged 50
-Simon’s father, Alexander Davidson, a Tailor, died 1 April 1832, aged 50
-Simon’s mother, Margaret McDonald, died 1 July 1869 aged 79

At some stage this family moved to Inverness; both Simon Davidson and his mother were 
living in the City at the time of their deaths. Interestingly Margaret McDonald’s age is given 
as 72 on her death registration as opposed to 79 on the MI.

 
To date, I have been unable to find any early local parish records to link these Davidson 

families.  I would be very interested to hear from any HFHS member who can share any 
information or advise me of any relevant local records which might throw more light on the 
history of these families.

Contin burial ground

By Nick Hide - Clan Davidson Researcher. nickhide@msn.com

Davidson Gravestones

QUERY
My maiden name was Munro and I 
knew very little about my father’s side 
of the family except for what has been 
general family “stories”. My great great 
grandfather, Alexander Munro, emigrated 
from Scotland to the west of Ireland 
sometime in the 1830s. I quote from a 
letter sent to my father from his sister – 
“His father was a miller and well-heeled. 
He had a brother called Donald – older 
that he – Donald inherited and Alex had 
to move on and he came to Collooney 
with his cousin Alistair Sim (and plenty of 
cash), who was supposed to be a bit of a 
bad lot”. They were meant to have had a 
mill in Collooney, Co. Sligo, but his cousin made off with the money. This last statement is 
not true. Alistair Sim was not his cousin and they did not run a mill together – Alexander was 
the millwright in Alistair Sims’ mill. Incidentally I have just discovered that Alexander’s wife’s 
father was a miller, so perhaps this is where the “story” got muddled.

The only evidence which I had relating to Alexander Munro was his death certificate. 
He died on 26th February 1894, aged 86 years, at Collooney and he was described as a 
wheelwright. He married Helen (possibly Ellen Jane) Morland sometime before 1840 and 
they had six children – three sons and three daughters, who were called James, Robert, 
Alexander, Mary, Margaret and Ellen Jane. I have not been able to trace a marriage certificate 
– doubtless the parish records were destroyed during the 1922 troubles. Helen’s parents 
were called James and Mary Morland (nee Stewart). James Morland was called originally 
James McMorland and I do not know when he dropped the “Mc”.

Due to the Scottish system of naming I could relate four of the names of the children to 
family members, but the “missing” names were Robert and Margaret. I looked up these 
names on the Scotland People’s site and found a Donald and Alexander Munro, with parents 
Robert Munro and Margaret Fraser (from Inverness), and the dates fitted. Robert Munro was 
described as a farmer or tacksman and he lived at Culnaskia in Kiltearn parish. On a recent 
OS map I discovered there is a place called Culnaskeath and believe it is the same farm.

Robert and Margaret were married on 13th August 1801 at Kiltearn and I have found three 
children born to them – Donald in 1802, Donald in 1803 and Alexander in 1807. The first 
Donald must have died as a baby. I have searched a copy of the original church records 
through the Church of Latter Day Saints and as far as possible the records on Scotlands 
People, but have not been able to trace when Robert and Margaret died – the Church of 
Latter Day Saints do not have the burial register. I have been unable to trace what happened 
to Donald. I have found several marriage entries, but do not know which one relates to him, 
neither are the 1841 and 1851 censuses of much help.

I also found a record of a marriage of a Robert Munro, tacksman, to Mary Bethune, a 
daughter of David on 29th March 1759 at Kiltearn. From a book which I have about the 
Munro clan, I know that Bethunes lived at Culnaskia and wonder if I might have found 
Robert’s parents. My sister and I hope to visit Scotland next year and would be pleased to 
see our ancestor’s home and also the church they attended and where they are buried. We 
also hope to visit Foulis Castle as well. Does anyone recognise this family? – Helen Wayde, 
Somerset. E-mail: hbwayde@yahoo.co.uk

bits &pieces
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Highland Family History Society Trustees’ Annual Report 
and Accounts for the year ended 31 August 2014

Scottish Charity Number SC015987

Current Trustees
Graeme Mackenzie, Angus Bethune
John Durham, Hamish Johnston
Anne Maciver, Neil Murray
Judith Thomson

Other trustees during the year
Sheila Munro

Recruitment and appointment of Trustees
All the Society’s trustees are appointed or reappointed by the members at our annual general 
meeting, which is held in March each year.

Governing document
The Society is a charitable unincorporated association and the purposes and administration 
arrangements are set out in our constitution.

Charitable purposes
Our purposes, as recorded in our constitution, are to promote the study of family history, 
genealogy, and related subjects, in the Highlands of Scotland. The Society may arrange 
membership with any organization having similar interests. The Society will publish a regular 
journal which will be issued to members whose subscriptions are up-to-date.

Activities and achievements
The Society continues to make its mark in the new family history room within the Highland 
Archive & Registration Centre in Inverness. Our monthly meetings are held in the wedding suite 
located in the same building, and continue to attract good attendances. Our desk in the family 
history room is manned on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings each week, where 
volunteers can assist members and visitors with their genealogy queries.
Our quarterly journals printed in colour are very popular, and a number of members, particularly 
those who live overseas, have taken advantage of the facility to receive them electronically. 
This helps to reduce the cost of printing as well as envelopes and postage in dispatching the 
journals to members. 
The Society website is still attracting both new members and non-members, who are making 
purchases from our extensive range of publications. During the year four new publications have 
been added to the list. Monumental inscriptions for Invermoriston Churchyard, was followed 
by Genealogy in the Gaidheltach. The other publications were transcriptions of baptisms and 
marriages for Dunnet and Canisbay Free Churches and Nigg Associate Presbyterian Church. At 
least five more publications will appear in the next financial year.
The website is kept up to date with the details of the regular monthly meetings and additions 
to the list of new publications, as well as the comprehensive index to the names of those on 
gravestones recorded by the Society. Each member is being asked to fill in a standard pedigree 
chart. This will allow us to create a database of members’ research interests to upload onto our 
website. It is intended to publish additions to this database in the journal on a regular basis. This 
work is scheduled to be completed in the next financial year. At that point members will be able 
to make contact more easily with other members researching the same family name or names.

Trustee remuneration and expenses
An amount of £83.00 was paid to two trustees to cover the cost of petrol and other incidental 
expenses incurred in representing the society at two committee meetings of the Scottish 
Association of Family History Societies in Edinburgh and attending the Annual Conference in 
Dunfermline on behalf of the Society.

Reserves
This year the Society had a deficit of £2,700, a significant difference from the surplus of £1,728 
last year. The main reason for this was the purchase of a new computer (and associated software) 
for £1,600 to replace one which was 9 years old and not running particularly well.  Membership 
fees were down, as were sales of publications, this latter fact not surprising as the previous year 
sales were much higher than usual. This leaves the Society with funds of £3,309 compared to 
last year’s figure of £6,009.
The cost of using a graphic designer, printing the journal in colour and posting it in the United 
Kingdom is approximately £8.60 per annum. The annual membership for senior members of 
the Society was only £8.00. At the AGM in March the treasurer proposed that there should be 
a single membership fee for individuals of £12.00, which was that which other members were 
paying. This was agreed by those attending the meeting, and came into effect immediately. As 
most of the other family history societies charge sometimes £10.00, but more usually £15.00 per 
annum, it is hoped that the resignation rate in response to this increase will not exceed 5%. The 
extra income from this increase in membership fees for the senior members of the Society, who 
form the bulk of our membership, will help stabilize the above situation.

Approved by the trustees 28th January 2015 and signed on their behalf
J Durham, Treasurer

Receipts and Payments Account for the year ended 31 August 2014
 2014 2013
 £   £
Receipts
Membership subscriptions 3,927 5,936
Advance membership subscriptions  822 1,744
Adjustments to subscriptions  16  88
Donations received  109 0
Gift Aid contributions  293 289
Bank Interest 0 2
Contribution towards cost of Social Events 111 324
Sale of publications 1,421 1,960
Contributions towards postage costs  348 532
Library Fund 0 30
 ------- -------
Total receipts 7,047           10,905
 ------- -------
Payments for charitable activities:
Printing journals for members 3,555 3,595
Printing publications for sale  921 1,383
Purchase of equipment etc. 1,600 110
Postage/Carriage 1,826 1,946
Printing/Stationery  524 431
Monthly meetings of members 195 322
Social events 559 418
SAFHS – Annual Conference 0 11
GENfair fees  280  360
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MEMBERSHIP DETAILS
New Members:
2684. Mr Neil Wratten – Howrah, Tasmania 7018, Australia.
2685. Ms Brenda Merriman – Toronto, ON M5E 1X9, Canada.
2686. Mr Donald McDonald – Inverness, Inverness-shire  IV2 7FQ
Changes to address etc
2496. Mrs Maureen Whitelaw – West Kilbride, N. Ayrshire KA23 9AU.
Resignations:
963. Mr Earl Ross
1715. Ms Joan Gibson
2521. Mr Allan N W McKenzie
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE
 

 

 
FREE CHURCH REGISTERS 

  Title Weight Price 
Alness  - Baptisms 1843-1929, Marriages 1847-1912 370g £9.00 
Creich – Births & Baptisms 1843-1897 & Marriages 1843-1896 400g £9.00 
Dunnet – Births & Baptisms 1843-1867 & 1872-1897 and Marriages 
1845-1847 + Canisbay Births & Baptisms 1843-1875 

300g £9.00 

Fearn  - Births 1844-1855, Baptisms 1844-1890 480g £9.00 
Inverness East – Baptisms 1843-1858 275g £9.00 
Inverness Queen Street + Union Street United Presbyterian Churches  325g £9.00 
Kirkhill – Births & Baptisms 1843-1854 + Kiltarlity – Births etc, Marriages 300g £9.00 
Knockbain - Baptisms & Marriages + Killearnan - Baptisms 325g £9.00 
Nigg  & Cromarty – Baptisms, Marriages & Deaths 325g £9.00 
Nigg Associate Presbyterian Church – Baptisms, Marriages & Deaths 480g £10.00 
Resolis – Baptisms 1843-1868 + Fortrose – Baptisms 1844 – 1855 etc 370g £9.00 
Rogart – Births & Marriages + Lairg – Births, Marriages and Deaths 310g £9.00 
Tain  & Edderton – Baptisms + Fearn – Marriages 1843-1880 340g £9.00 
Tongue – Baptisms + Durness – Baptisms & Marriages 440g £9.00 

 

 
 

 
MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS 

County  Burial Ground Memorials Weight Price 
Ross-shire  Alness 659 80g £3.00 

  Avoch [A4] 452 180g £3.60 
  Easter Suddie 454 50g £1.80 
  Fortrose 450 90g £3.00 
  Killearnan 286 60g £3.00 
  Kilmuir (Black Isle) 241 60g £2.70 
  Rosemarkie [A4] 575 220g £4.50 
  St Clements, Dingwall [A4] 689 240g £4.50 
  Urquhart Old Churchyard, Black Isle [A4] 937 245g £4.50 

Inverness-shire  Abernethy Churchyard [A4] 437 260g £7.50 
  Advie Churchyard & War Memorial [A4] 213 165g £6.00 
  Alvie Churchyard [A4] 203 155g £6.00 
  Ardersier Cemetery 371 85g £3.00 
  Brachlich Cemetery, Gollanfield 200 60g £1.80 
  Chapel Yard, Inverness [A4] 2,802 550g £12.00 
  Cromdale Churchyard [A4] 368 240g £6.00 
  Croy Churchyard 367 85g £2.70 
  Dalarossie Churchyard [A4] 221 140g £3.00 
  Daviot Churchyard 246 70g £3.00 
  Dores Churchyard 427 90g £3.00 
  Dunlichity Churchyard 315 85g £3.00 
  Greyfriars Cemetery, Inverness [A4] 132 90g £2.40 
  Invermoriston Churchyard [A4] 195 150g £6.00 
  Old Kilmore Churchyard [A4] 496 190g £3.60 
  Kirkton of Ardersier Cemetery 393 85g £2.70 
  Lochend Burial Ground [A4] 129 105g £2.40 
  Moy Churchyard [A4] 174 105g £2.40 
  Old High, Inverness [A4] 572 220g £4.50 
  Old Churchyard, Petty 476 100g £3.60 

Nairnshire  Geddes 124 40g £2.40 
  Nairn Cemetery (Victorian Section) 516 300g £9.00 

 

 
 

 
OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

   Title Weight Price 
 Nairn War Memorial 1914-1918 470g £14.99 
 The War Memorials of Nairnshire – Ardclach and Auldearn 150g £7.99 
 Genealogy in the Gaidhealtachd 
  -  Clan and Family History in the Highlands of Scotland 

300g £10.00 

 

Society website  0 80
SAFHS subscription 40 40
Data Protection registration  35 35
Insurance premium  0 251
Trustee expenses  83 64
Other expenses  80 38
Purchase of books for Society library 9 63
 ------- -------
Total payments for charitable activities  9,707             9,137
 ------- -------
Governance costs:
Room hire for AGM - March 2014 30 30
Gift for Independent Examiner 10 10
 ------- -------
Total governance costs  40 40
 ------- -------
Total payments  9,747             9,177
 ------- -------

Surplus / (deficit) for year (2,700)            1,728 

Statement of Balances as at 31st August 2014 2014 2013
Bank and cash in hand  £ £
Opening balances 6,009 4,281
Surplus / (deficit) for year (2,700)             1,728
 ------- -------
Closing balances 3,309 6,009
 ------- -------
Reserves
Library Fund 627 636
POSH Fund 154 602
General funds 2,528 4,771
 ------- -------
Closing balances 3,309 6,009
 ------- -------
Assets
Equipment - at valuation 1,130 153
Publications for sale - at cost of purchase 3,109 3,479




