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I was rather horrified to realise that it is now 
exactly 50 years since I left primary school 
and went up to the ‘big’ school – in my case a 
boys’ boarding school, but that’s another story! 
My primary school was a small two-teacher 
school on the Black Isle, and, in my time there, 
the roll varied little, being between 30 and 40 
pupils. The larger of the two classrooms was 
occupied by Primaries 4 to 7, and on the wall 
above the blackboard in that room was a War 
Memorial plaque to the pupils of the school 
who had lost their lives during the Great War. 
One of the names on this memorial was Murdo 
J Bethune, and this clearly made an impression 
on this young Bethune. I had no idea who this 
person was; my father’s name was also Murdo, 
but he was clearly still very much alive. I was 
very young, and not greatly aware of the wider 
family, but knew that this person would most 
likely be related to me; after all, a second 
cousin was in my class at school.

Murdo John Bethune was my grandfather’s 
younger brother, and was born at Easter Urray, 
Muir of Ord in September 1880. He was the 5th 
child (of 6), and the second surviving son, of 
his parents, Murdo Bethune and Marion Clow. 
And this is when we run into the usual family 
history riddle – what did he do? Why did he 
leave home? How did he end up in Ulverston, 
in Cumberland, where he married in 1907? Why 

did he join a Scottish battalion in 1914?
This last point is of particular interest, as 

Murdo John joined the 16th Royal Scots, better 
known as McCrae’s Battalion. This was raised 
by Sir George McCrae, a former MP, at the 
Usher Hall in Edinburgh in November 1914, 
and was famously known for its recruitment of 
many of the Heart of Midlothian football team, 
then enjoying a golden period at the summit of 
Scottish football. The history of the Battalion 
was excellently recounted in Jack Alexander’s 
book, McCrae’s Battalion (Edinburgh, 2003), 
which I commend to you.

Murdo John was a piper, and was killed at 
the Somme on 2nd July 1916. He is buried in 
Meaulte Military Cemetery, near Albert in the 
Department of the Somme, and left a widow 
and two young sons. He is also commemorated 
on the parish war memorial in Conon Bridge, 
and on his parents’ headstone in Fodderty 
Cemetery. As we look back 100 years to the 
outbreak of the Great War, we rightly remember 
with pride those many of our forebears who 
served and died. 

The internet wasn’t even a figment of 
imagination a century ago, but is very much 
part of today’s world. Googling recently, as you 
do, I came across an article originally published 
in a Cumbria paper in 2008 seeking information 
on Piper Bethune. I responded to the article, 
albeit nearly six years after it first appeared, 
and was surprised and delighted to receive 
a reply from the writer. He mentioned that 
he had also received a response a couple of 
years ago from another descendant of Murdo 
John, so I am hoping that this will lead to me 
making contact with a second cousin I hadn’t 
previously known.

And this brings us back to the continuing joy 
of family history, finding links we weren’t aware 
of, and in the most unlikely places!

Angus Bethune, Chairman

The Chairman’s Column
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The Gellions Inn 

A visit to the archive room in the Highland Archive 
& Registration Centre uncovered the Constabulary 
Committee Minute Book. The Inverness County 
Constabulary was set up in November 1840 and 
included in the evidence put forward to the committee 
to support the establishment of such a force was this 
item - Alexander Grant, Criminal Officer, who conducts 
the police establishment of the Burgh, reported that, 
between 2 March 1840 and 30 July 1840, 247 vagrants 
and beggars were sent out of the town of Inverness. 
He also pointed out that these persons then caused 
problems in the areas adjacent to the town, so a larger 
force covering all these areas would help alleviate 
the situation. The committee agreed to set up such a 
force with a salary of £30 per annum for each of the 
18 constables that they felt would be needed. Ralph 
Archbold, then aged 32, was among the batch of 42 
candidates who applied for one of these new posts 
and he was selected by a sub-committee on 20th 
November and confirmed on 8th December 1840.

It was recommended that officers be placed away 
from their local area to prevent them being influenced 
by those who knew them, so that was why Ralph was 

In the second instalment 
of this unfolding saga I 

briefly mentioned Agnes 
Gellion, one of the 

five daughters born to 
Thomas Gellion and Helen 
Mackinnon between 1806 

and 1821. It is now time 
for the story of her branch 

of the family to be told. 
Although her baptism was 

not recorded, we know from 
the entry in the Inverness 

OPR recording her marriage 
to Ralph Archbold that she 

was the second daughter in 
the family, probably born in 
November/December 1808. 

Between their marriage in 
1827 and the 1841 census 

Ralph and Agnes had 
four sons – John, born 

in 1830, Ralph Skene in 
1833, Thomas Gellion in 
1837 and James c1838. 
The baptisms of the first 

three sons were recorded 
in respectively Inverness, 

Forres and Inverness. Ralph 
was described as a salmon 

fisher on the marriage entry, 
but in the 1841 census he is 

now a member of the 
County Police.

By John Durham

. . . and a family called Gellion
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initially sent to Broadford on Skye. On 8th February 1841 William Fraser, the officer assigned 
to cover Inverness Burgh, was dismissed as he had been ‘disobedient, insubordinate and 
impertinent’, which seems more than sufficient reason to sack him. Ralph was brought back 
from Skye to replace Fraser and that is why we find him and his family in the 1841 census 
living in Huntly Street. However, all is obviously not well in the household, as Ralph resigns 
from the Constabulary in January 1845 and by the 1851 census he is no longer part of the 
family as I found him lodging on his own in Conon Village, described as a salmon fisher. Agnes 
meanwhile is to be found running a lodging house at 35 Bridge Street along with two of her 
sons, Ralph and Thomas. As John does not appear in the 1841 census and James is also 
missing in that for 1851, the indications are that they have probably both died young.

In the census returns for both 1861 and 1871 Ralph is described as Overseer of Salmon 
Fishing and living in the listed building currently known as the Maryburgh Toll House (see 
photo). It sits on the bank of the River Conon and there is evidence that there was a bridge 
adjacent to it. Presumably anyone wishing to cross the river would pay a toll to do so. Entries 
in the valuation roll for the parish of Fodderty for the years 1868/69 and 1869/70 have Ralph 
as tenant in the property then known as Toll-Bar, Conon. In subsequent entries up to 1877/78 
for some unknown reason the property is omitted from the valuation roll; in spite of this fact, 
in the 1871 and 1881 census returns Ralph was still living there in what was then called the 
Conon Toll House.

 Ralph has completely cut himself off from his wife and family and, when he dies in 1883, he 
is buried in Old Urquhart Churchyard, one of the burial grounds that the Society has recorded. 
A visit to take the photograph of the gravestone found that the headstone would originally 
have been upright, but at some time has fallen off the plinth onto its back and is now nestling 
down in the grass.
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A neighbour, Alexander Robertson, records the death. He was able to inform the Registrar 
that Ralph was married to Agnes Gellion, but was unable to furnish the names of either of his 
parents. As Ralph has obviously had no contact with his family for almost 40 years, how has 
Agnes coped with the situation? In the 1861 census Agnes is still living at 35 Bridge Street 
on her own with a domestic servant assisting her, so where have her two sons gone? In the 
intimations of Births, Marriages and Deaths in the Inverness Courier of 12 July 1860 is an entry 
for Thomas Gellion Archbold, which records that he died 26 February 1860 in Cape Town, 
South Africa at the age of 23. This means that Agnes has now lost three of her children and 
leaves only one son surviving, Ralph Skene Archbold. I found him in the 1861 census living in 
Clerkenwell in London and described as a commercial clerk.

A return to the entries in the valuation roll for Inverness uncovers the fact that Agnes is 
obviously struggling on her own. She doesn’t appear in the 1863/64 edition at the property 
she was running as a lodging house and I suspect her sister Helen let her live at the Gellions 
for a short time. The following year Agnes is living in a slightly larger house in Bridge Street 
(rental at £18 per annum compared to £13 previously), but in 1868/69 she appears as a tenant 
in Southside Road in the property owned by her sister Helen. At this point her life changes 
once again. Her son Ralph Skene had married Jane Elizabeth Gerrett in 1862 in St Marylebone 
in London. They appear to have had only one child, Thomas Ralph Archbold, born in 1868 
in London. In 1869 Jane dies and left with an infant child to bring up, it appears that Ralph 
asks his mother to come down from Inverness and help him with the task. That is why we find 
Agnes in the 1871 census living in Lewisham, Kent with her son, now described as a merchant, 
and her grandson. 

In September 1871 at Cramlington Parish Church in Tynemouth, Ralph gets married for a 
second time to a Laura Louisa Ingram Potter; and it is at this point that the story of this branch 
of the Gellion family starts to become very interesting indeed. First of all we need to try and 
discover what happened to his mother Agnes following this second marriage. It seems fair to 
assume she moved away as by the 1881 census she is no longer part of the family in Ralph’s 
new home at ‘Libiola’, Mays Hill in Bromley, Kent. Instead I discovered Agnes, along with her 
nephew Andrew Henderson, the son of Robert Henderson and Mary Gellion, in lodgings in 
Pancras, London. In 1886, three years after her husband, she dies in the same nephew’s home 
and he records her death. Rejected by her husband and I am sure also rejected by her son, at 
least Agnes was to have one of her relatives look after her in her later years.

Back to Ralph Skene Archbold, a man whose name is to appear on a number of official 
documents over the next 27 years, some of which indicate that, at the very least, he was 
‘sailing quite close to the wind’ in some of his financial dealings. His personal life was also 
on display in one document in particular, but more of that later. The first to turn up is a group 
of documents held at The National Archives at Kew, which pertain to a High Court case 
described in the index as Potter v Potter. The plaintiffs are William Aubone Potter and another 
and the defendants are a total of no less than 37 persons including Ralph Skene Archbold, 
his wife Laura, his mother-in-law Margaret Burnside and quite unbelievably, his daughter Hilda 
Burnside Archbold, who has only just been born! A look at these documents in the future would 
be helpful but until that time we can only surmise that it concerned a family disagreement, 
most likely over a will or perhaps some property.

From several intimations that appear in The London Gazette from 1874 to 1889 it looks 
as if Ralph Skene Archbold specialised in liquidating mining companies. In 1874 it was the 
Norwegian Charcoal Iron Company Limited; in 1883 the Green Mountain Mining Company 
(of Silverton) Limited; in 1888 the Libiola Copper Mining Company Limited and in 1889 
the Argenta Falls Silver Mining Company Limited. In 1881 a Gazetteer describes him as a 
Company Subscriber to the Anglesea Quarries Company Limited. Interestingly all three of his 
sons - Thomas Ralph from his first marriage and Ralph Augustus and Aubone Mackinlay from 
his second marriage - were to become mining engineers, but only after their father’s death.

It is the Libiola Copper Mining Company Limited that interests me most. Ralph and Laura 
had four children, two sons and two daughters. The third child, Aubone Mackinlay Archbold, 
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was born 31 March 1877 at ‘Libiola’, Shortlands, Kent. This means that Ralph had named 
his house ‘Libiola’ at least eleven years before he appears to be simply carrying out the task 
of liquidating the company that happened to have the same name. Now that intrigued me, 
so I looked on the internet for a definition of a Subscriber as Ralph was described in the 
1881 Gazetteer. I found this – “A Subscriber is the original and first shareholder of a limited 
company”. This confirmed my suspicion that he may well have been a shareholder in one or 
other of the companies involved in a liquidation that he was involved in. The following extract 
from The London Gazette appears to suggest that The Libiola Copper Mining Company 
Limited is being wound up and then transferred to Ralph. The fact that the address of the 
company being wound up is the same as that from which Ralph has been conducting his 
business for a number of years is significant. Difficult to prove, but I think Ralph is up to no 
good with this transaction. 

As far as his wife is 
concerned Ralph has been 
up to no good in other ways 
as on the 24th October 
1898, she petitions for 
divorce from him claiming 
that: -

1. The said Ralph Skene 
Archbold has treated 
the petitioner with great 
unkindness and cruelty.

2. That the said Ralph 
Skene Archbold has 
frequenty committed 
adultery with a woman 
known as “Countess Berthe 
der Me’geve”.

3. That on divers 
occasions during the month 
of July 1897 at Libiola, 
Shortland aforesaid the 
said Ralph Skene Archbold 
committed adultery with the 
said Countess Berthe der 
Me’geve.

4. That the said Ralph 
Skene Archbold has 
frequently committed 
adultery with Agnes Marion 
Newton.

5. That from the thirty first 
day of July 1898 down to the 
present time the said Ralph 
Skene Archbold and the 
said Agnes Marion Newton have lived and cohabited at Culblain, Southside Road, Inverness 
and during that time have habitually committed adultery.

Interestingly the property mentioned above is almost opposite Bonniefield, the house 
occupied at the time by the three Gellion sisters – Helen, Mary and Hannah. I am not sure that 
some of the specific claims made by Laura Archbold in her divorce petition were completely 
accurate. Ralph dies in London on 20th November 1898, barely a month after the petition for 



divorce was lodged. His death was recorded by the Agnes Newton mentioned in the petition. 
It is when you read the cause of death that one wonders if Ralph was physically capable of 
committing adultery. He was suffering from cancer of the stomach and two years previously 
had an operation for a colostomy performed on him. The evidence uncovered so far points 
to him being of dubious character, but what his five children achieve will make up for the 
deficiency of character exhibited by their father. You will have to wait until the November 
journal for more details.

As promised in the May journal, here is a list of the sources I have used since I started this 
research 15 months ago.

Newspapers:
Aberdeen Weekly Journal
The Edinburgh Gazette
The Inverness Courier
The London Gazette
The Penrith Observer
The Teeside Mercury

Highland Archives:
Commissioners of Supply
 Constabulary Committee Minute Book 1840-1853 – CI/1/9/1
County of Inverness Abridgements of Sasines
 Name Index – AS/CI/3/4 + 5 + 6 + 7 from 1869 to 1910
 Abridgements – AS/CI/1/3 + 4
Inverness Licencing Committee – BI/I/9/1 1856-1870
Ordnance Survey large scale Scottish town plans
 Inverness, 1868, Sheet XII.1.10, Scale: 1:500
Valuation Rolls
 Inverness Burgh – BI/2/5/1 through to 35 for period 1859-1930
 Ross-shire (Fodderty Parish) – CRC/4/2/1 for period 1868-1875 
 

Websites:
Ancestry.co.uk – Census Returns & Incoming Passenger Lists
FindMyPast.co.uk – Census Returns & Outgoing Passenger Lists

National Archives of Scotland:
Will of Helen Gellion

Births, Marriages and Deaths:
 Scotland – NRH in Edinburgh
 England – GRO in Stockport

National Archives, Public Record Office, Kew:
High Court case papers 1873: - Potter v Potter  [C 16/884/P23]
High Court of Justice Probate Divorce & Admiralty (Divorce)
National Probate Calendar – Wills & Admons Index 1858-1966
Wilkinsons Gazetteer and Bibliography of the mines and quarries of North Wales
 © Jeremy Wilkinson 2004  [BT31/2855/15720]

Victoria & Albert Museum:
 Lafayette Photographic Archives
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John Bayne of Pitcairlie 
. . . and the Baynes of Tulloch

In the famous Greyfriars 
Kirkyard, Edinburgh, 

there stands a statue of 
considerable presence 
and a mausoleum that 
in its own way exhibits 

much architectural 
intrigue. It is not the 
biggest monument 
and architecturally 
it is quite modest 

compared to some of 
the later tombstones 

that have been erected. 
Unfortunately it’s 

falling apart for lack 
of maintenance. It 

is a Grade ‘A’ listed 
building that means 
it is of ‘national and 

international interest. ‘ 
and it is situated within 

the UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. Yet it is 

falling apart. This is John 
Bayne’s mausoleum and 

here is an abbreviated 
biography. 

With the assistance of Lawrence (1963) and Mackinnon (1955) and some additional 
research it has been possible to re-affirm the link between John Bayne of Pitcairlie (1620-
1681) and the Baynes, who for over two hundred years, 1542-1762, were Lairds of Tulloch 
Castle, Dingwall. The Baynes were granted the barony of Tulloch in 1542 by King James V 
though they had been living in Dingwall since 1482. 

Lawrence traces the ancestry of the Baynes of Tulloch back from Clan MacKay, through 
to the MacEths and then to Lulach, King of Scots (1032-1058). Lawrence’s work travels 
even further back in time tracing the ancestry of various other branches of the family 
including the Highland Kings of Erin and the Dalriadic Kings in Alban. The connection with 
this long lineage enhances the historical value and interest of Pitcairlie’s mausoleum. The 
study of John Bayne’s ancestors provides a tangible gateway to a long history of Scotland.

The Public Register of all Coats of Arms and Bearings in Scotland document numerous 

By Chris Cooper
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‘Baynes records’. They show the similarity of arms with Sir Donald, (1640-1716), 5th Bayne 
Laird of Tulloch and John Bayne of Pitcairlie. They have in common on the shield ‘a woolf 
head erased, on the crest ‘a dexter arm grasping a durk’ and the family motto of ‘Et Marte 
et Arte.’ Pitcairlie is recorded as being ‘descended of the familie of Tulloch’ and ‘his shield 
bears a difference associated with a junior branch of the family.’

Pitcairlie’s father was Donald Bayne (c. 1585-1645). He was a bowmaker and burgess of 
Edinburgh.

Donald Bayne was apprenticed to William Mayne in 1616. Some years earlier William 
Mayne had been appointed as Master Bowmaker to King James VI. On 4th April 1603 King 
James VI issued a letter of commission that stated:

‘William Mayne bower, burgess of Edinburgh...to be during all the days of his lyf-time, 
master fledger, bower, club-maker, and spier-maker to his Heiness’ 

Here the reference to ‘club-maker’ refers specifically to the production of golf clubs. Golf 
was a sport of some interest to King James VI.  At the time King James was concerned 
that a large proportion of golf balls and golf clubs were being imported from Holland and 
steps needed to be taken to develop a domestic production capability to prevent precious 
Scottish currency going abroad.

The following charter dated 1611, is further evidence of the family link between Donald 
Bayne, bowmaker and the Baynes of Dingwall.

Charter by RONALD BAYNE DUNCANSONE, burgess of Dingwall, to DONALD BAYNE 
RANALDSONE, his second-born son, Bowmaker, Burgess of the Canongate at Edinburgh, 
of 4 roods now estimated at 5 roods in the burgh of Dingwall in that part called Fliuris on 
the south side of the highway, between the lands sometime of the laird of Foulis now of 

JOHN BAYNE of SLIGO on the west, etc., etc.,
Mackinnon was of the opinion that Donald Bayne, the recipient of the land in Dingwall 

mentioned above, was the first son of Duncan Bayne (1559-1623), 3rd Laird of Tulloch. 
However there is doubt as to the accuracy of this assertion and further research is required.

Donald Bayne had a house on the north side of the High Street, Edinburgh, just up from 
the former Netherbow Port.  He became a burgess and guild-brother of Edinburgh. If you 
held such an office there was usually a requirement for you to live within the city boundaries. 
This may explain why Donald and Beatrix moved from the Canongate, to a little further up 
the High Street to this new home.

Records show that John Bayne of Pitcairlie inherited this property from his father Donald 
and later had the property re-built in stone. This house was subsequently acquired by Sir 
Donald, 5th Bayne Laird of Tulloch after the death of Pitcairlie in 1681. The exact location of 
this house is not known but the house must have been close to John Knox’s House which 
is still to be seen on the High Street, Edinburgh. 

Donald Bayne married his first wife Beatrix Richardson in 1613, in Edinburgh. During the 
first seventeen years of her marriage Beatrix gave birth to eleven children. Apart from one 
daughter Agnes and John Bayne of Pitcairlie no other information has been found about 
Beatrix’s children.

John Bayne appears to have had a business relationship with Sir John Mackenzie of Tarbat. 
This business relationship then continued over many years with Sir George Mackenzie of 
Tarbat, the eldest son of Sir John Mackenzie of Tarbat. In 1673 Sir George Mackenzie, in 
view of debts outstanding to John Bayne of Pitcairlie, agrees to sell to him ‘2000 Bolls good 
and sufficient Bear clean.’ This thirty year business relationship concluded in 1683 when Sir 
George McKenzie of Tarbat, who was by now the Lord Register of Scotland, repaid a loan 
of £565 to Pitcairlie’s widow Eupham Aikman. John Bayne also seems to have maintained 
a long standing business and legal relationship with Sir James MacDonald of Sleat.

John Bayne qualified as a writer to the signet in 1655.  Writers to the Signet were those 
who were legally qualified and authorised to use the seal on behalf of the King.

George Dallas was apprenticed to John Bayne of Pitcairlie and admitted as a writer to 
the signet on 16th July 1661. Dallas published his book ‘A System of Styles’, in 1697, 
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which was a notable legal reference book of its day. It was in the preface his book ‘A System 
of Stiles’ that George Dallas described John Bayne as; ‘a great penman in his age, and so 
known.’  This is the only personal statement that has been found that directly refers to John 
Bayne. Bayne produced his own ’Book of Styles’, perhaps indicating that he too had a 
reasonable degree of literacy and legal competency. Recent searches have not yet located 
a copy of this manuscript. 

A search of the records of the Signet Society proved disappointing. There is very little 
personal information about individual writers to the signet. The minutes of meetings etc. are 
very brief and politically neutral This may be a reflection of the serious turmoil of the time and 
the importance not to be seen as taking sides. 

As mentioned previously, Donald Bayne bower and burgess of Edinburgh received a grant 
of lands in Dingwall in 1611 from his father Ronald Bayne. As yet no information has been 
found to indicate who subsequently inherited this land. Whether it reverted to the Baynes of 
Tulloch is not known but it does not seem that it passed down to John Bayne of Pitcairlie.

1660 sees John Bayne acquire the lands of Auldhame, Soytterland and Skoughall in 
Haddingtonshire, from John Auchmutty, Master of his Majesty’s Wardrobe. In 1684, three 
years after the death of John Bayne, John Auchmutty is before the Court of Session in a case 
against Pitcairlie’s widow, Eupham Aikman, who is trying to settle the business affairs of her 
late husband. Auchmutty argued that he had an agreement with Pitcairlie to be offered first 
right of refusal on the sale of these lands.

1657 sees Bayne purchase the estates of Pitcairlie and Lindores, from the Leslie family. 
This must have been a significant life event for the Bayne family. Pitcairlie House, near 
Newburgh, Fife, is forty miles north of Edinburgh. Just how much time the family spent at 
this country ‘seat’ is not known.

In 1670 Bayne acquired the land at Lummbennie which lies adjacent to the Pitcairlie estate, 
presumably consolidating his estate holdings.

In Edinburgh, those in authority wanted to create an open space in front of the Parliament 
Hall. In 1677 the fire-damaged properties adjacent to the Parliament Hall were valued, the 
land was cleared away and compensation paid. Pitcairlie owned a second property that was 
affected by this re-development and he was offered compensation as shown below;

The Lords of his Majesties Privy Councill considering how necessary it is, als wiel for the 
conveniencie of his Majesties leidges attending the supream judicatories of this kingdome 
as for the ornament of the city of Edinburgh, that the present passage from the High Street 

to the Parliament Closs be enlarged so as coatches may pas and people may walke on 
foot frie from the trouble of coatches; and seing ane opportunity hath now offered to that 
purpose by the late fyre (fire) which consumed these houses nixt and adjacent to the said 

passage, therffor they ordaine the magistrats of Edinburgh to make ane avenue or passage 
from the High Street to the Parliament Closs, being threttie foot broad eastward from the 

wall of the kirk (St Giles)
Item, Mr JOHN BAYNE of PITCARLIES chambers and ane other chamber pertaining to 

Garntully to (be paid) three thousand pound. 
John Bayne bequeathed his property holdings to three co-heirs one of whom was Alexander 

Bayne, late Baillie of Dingwall, his nephew. What exactly happened within the ‘family’ is not 
known but in 1685 we have a Great Seal charter, by King James VII to Sir Donald Bayne, for 
the lands of Pitcairlie. Thus the Pitcairlie estate was somehow acquired by Sir Donald 5th 
Bayne Laird of Tulloch. The Pitcairlie estate was subsequently passed down the generations 
to Kenneth 8th Laird of Tulloch who, in 1713, sold it to James Taylor W.S. This may be an 
indication of the financial demise of the Baynes of Tulloch. Within fifty years the Tulloch 
estate was bankrupt and the estate and barony were sold to the Davidsons in 1762.

Very little is known of the personal life of Pitcairlie.  Records show that he created a bursary 
for three students at Old College, St Andrews University in 1681, initially with the proviso 
that these bursaries be restricted to those students studying divinity. There was also a 
requirement that when allocating these bursaries preference was to be given to those with 
the name of ‘Bayne’ but this constraint appears to have been relaxed over time. He also 
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endowed three bursaries for students at Edinburgh University. Towards the end of his life in 
1681, John Bayne arranged for Sir John Nisbet and Sir William Bruce to decide who should 
‘have the presentation and patronage’ of these bursaries. As it turned out both Nisbet and 
Bruce appointed themselves to this executive role!!!

Some years later the distant relative, Sir Donald Bayne, 5th Laird of Tulloch, Dingwall, 
wanted, this role of patronage for himself and so he took legal action. It seems that initially 
the Court of Session determined that the original arrangement with Nisbet and Bruce 
was not actually illegal but in time, however Sir Donald Bayne finally gained control of the 
patronage of these two bursaries. This right of patronage was then passed down hereditarily 
to subsequent Bayne Lairds of Tulloch.

In 1694 there were legal proceedings by ‘the Town of Edinburgh’ against Sir Donald 
Bayne as it appeared that he had been neglecting his executorial duties and not awarding 
bursaries. Sir Donald made amends for this error by using the equivalent of the unpaid 
grants to increase the capital value of the bursaries.

So who were these two patrons or executors of the student bursaries?  Presumably they 
must have been close friends of John Bayne of Pitcairlie. Why else would he ask them to 
assist?

Sir John Nisbet of Dirleton (1609-1687), was Lord Advocate during the covenanting 
persecution era.

‘As a persecutor of the covenanters, the severity of Nisbet almost equalled that of his 
successor, Sir George Mackenzie of Rosehaugh and although he enjoyed the reputation of 
being an abler lawyer, he was no more scrupulous in regulating his conduct as prosecutor 
by a semblance of legality. After the Pentland Rising, he, on 15 August 1667, moved that 
fifty persons, accused of being concerned in the rising, should be tried in their absence 

and sentenced to death!!!’ He had a reputation of being a merciless judge.
Nisbet’s house at 82 Canongate, Edinburgh is still to be seen today. It is a replica in that 

the property was re-built in 1954. 
The second patron was Sir William Bruce of Kinross, (1630-1710), a Scottish gentleman-

architect, ‘the effective founder of the classical architecture movement in Scotland. Bruce 
was a merchant in Rotterdam during the 1650’s and played a key role in the Restoration of 
1659. He carried messages between the exiled Charles II and General Monck, and his loyalty 
to the king was rewarded with lucrative official appointments, including that of Surveyor 
General of the King’s Works in Scotland. Under the guidance of Sir William Bruce, Robert 
Mylne, the King’s Master Mason, re-built Holyrood Palace in the form that can still be seen 
today. In 1678 Sir William Bruce and Robert Mylne also designed and built water wells to 
serve the city of Edinburgh. These wells can also still be seen in the Grassmarket and on the 
north side of the High Street close to where Pitcairlie once owned a house.

So John Bayne’s executors for the administration of the student bursaries were both 
people of some note. They both held positions of power in these most turbulent of times. By 
definition, being political appointees they were royalist and conservative in outlook.

A final note on the student bursaries. In 1747, sixty-six years after Pitcairlie’s death 
Kenneth Bayne, 9th Laird of Tulloch attended Edinburgh University in order to make a 
bursary presentation to Charles Roberston. That’s quite an achievement for an university 
endowment to last for such along time.

1747  December 30th. KENNETH BAYNE of Tulloch presents Charles Robertson, son to 
Mr. Francis Robertson, minister of the gospel at Clyne, in the shire of Sutherland, to a 

bursary of Divinity, upon BAYNE of Tulloch’s Mortification, for two years. 
John Bayne would have known about the coronation of Charles 1st. in 1626. Living on 

the High Street he may have witnessed the 1637 riots when the new prayer book was 
read in St Giles Cathedral and a year later he would have been aware about the signing 
of the National Covenant in Greyfriars Kirkyard. At the age of twenty nine he would have 
learnt of the execution of Charles 1st. and a year later, in 1650, Cromwell’s troops would 
have marched passed his house on the High Street on their way up to Edinburgh castle. 
He would have experienced the English occupation and of Charles II being restored to the 
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throne in 1661.  At the nearby Greyfriars churchyard he would have seen and heard all the 
Covenanter prisoners who were detained in this open air prison in 1679. Some of these 
prisoners were hanged in the Grassmarket, not that far away from his home. Others were 
led away for transportation overseas. He did well to survive these turbulent times.

Pitcairlie’s statue is set back towards the north wall of the mausoleum. This means that 
it is difficult to photograph and to show it at its best.  Restricted access also makes it 
difficult to fully appreciate the full quality of the sculptured statue. The significance of this 
mausoleum is recognised today in that the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical 
Monuments of Scotland has designated the structure as a Grade ‘A’ listed building.   The 
other significance is that it represents an important monument in terms of the history of the 
Baynes and the family connection to the Baynes in Dingwall. Despite being a bit battered, 
being in need of urgent maintenance and having lost a few ornate architectural pieces, 
Bayne’s mausoleum has somehow managed to survive three hundred and thirty years. A 
substantial amount of money is urgently required to care for this magnificent mausoleum 
and ensure that it stands for at least another three centuries.

So when you next visit Edinburgh:
•  Do have a look at Pitcairlie’s mausoleum before it deteriorates even further.
   Walk to Parliament Close and imagine where Pitcairlie would lived in his tenement house.
•  Visit the Signet Library and enjoy a coffee or a bite to eat.
•  Pop into the adjoining Parliament Hall and appreciate how close to the centre of power  
 Pitcairlie’s career must have been.
•  Stroll down the High Street and see Sir William Bruce’s water well next to John Knox’s  
 house and where Pitcairlie’s other house would have stood.
•  Continue down to Sir John Nisbet’s house at 82 Canongate.
•  Finally view one of Sir William Bruce’s and Robert Mylne’s other work, Holyrood Palace.

Death Notices, Articles Concerning Deaths and Obituaries from the Forres Gazette, 1837-
1855 

Unlike today, in 1837 there was no newspaper published in Forres and the people of the 
town had to content themselves with newspapers from other parts of Scotland, and further 
afield. 

Scottish newspapers that might just contain small snippets of news local to Forres were 
being printed in Edinburgh, Glasgow and elsewhere. Local articles might also appear in 
newspapers published in Inverness and Aberdeen. Between Inverness and Aberdeen, 
though, the only local newspaper being published at that time seems to have been the Elgin 
Courant which started in 1836. 

John Miller, a son of Elgin clothier and draper Lachlan Miller, left the town in 1837 when 
he chose to move to Forres to open there a printing establishment, and in June that year, 
posters were displayed announcing the publication of a new newspaper, the Forres, Elgin 
& Nairn Gazette, still going strong in the town today as the Forres Gazette. Starting as a 
monthly publication of only four pages, it was not until 1851 that it was published fortnightly 
and only from April 1855, weekly. 

The notices cover deaths in Forres, the near neighbourhood, the rest of the county, 
throughout the country and even overseas. Examples can be found of notices from Australia, 
Canada, India and other parts of what was to become the British Empire and also from the 
United States and more unexpected places such as Paris, Buenos Ayres, Gambia etc. 

There are announcements of the death of the illustrious, the well-known and the humble. 
The shortest announcement may be one from December 1838 which simply states, “Died, at 
Elgin, last month, James Hay, Porter.” The longest announcement and obituary is probably 
that for the Rev Thomas Stark whose death is announced in the issue of February 1849 and 

Moray & Nairn Family History Society 
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whose obituary occupies many columns of the next issue on March 1849. 
The series, in three parts, around 100pp each, is available from Moray & Nairn FHS - 

the cost of each part only £6, p&p extra. 
Email publications@morayandnairnfhs.co.uk, or write to the Society at c/o 39a Park 

Street, Nairn IV12 4PP. 

BITS & PIECES
MEMBER’S OUTING TO TIMESPAN MUSEUM AT HELMSDALE: 
A full description of this trip on Wednesday 24th September to Helmsdale to visit the 
Timespan Museum can be found on page 20. Booking forms have been sent out to 
those members who live locally and have e-mails addresses. If you are not one of those 
members and would like to come, you can find details of how you can book on that same 
page. Those who went to Dornoch last September thoroughly enjoyed the trip, so why 
not join us this time.

CLAN MUNRO-USA: 
Clan Munro-USA announce that they have posted on their website:  http://www.
clanmunrousa.org the genealogical data base consisting of the genealogical material 
covering the various spellings of: Monro,  Monroe, Munro & Munroe and the septs’ 
associated with clan Munro: Dingwall, Fowlis, MacCullich, MacCullich, McCullish, 
Vass & Wass. Click on the website, scroll down to mid page and click on Genealogy 
online; then insert the information required under Search in the upper left hand corner. 
The data base is composed of the genealogical collections generated by our American 
Genealogist Allen Alger and our late Scottish genealogist R.W. Munro. The data base 
consists of over 80,000 entries dating back to the 12th century. The data base is a free 
download available to anyone of interest.

NEW MEMBERSHIP FEES: 
At the AGM held in March this year it was agreed that both the Senior and Family categories 
of membership be abolished and that in future there would be only one category of 
membership for individuals – Ordinary at a cost of £12 per year. The Chairman mentioned 
this fact in his column in the previous journal, but I am repeating this and reminding those 
of you who pay your subscription by Bank Standing Order to make sure that you pay £12 
per annum in future.

NEW PUBLICATIONS: 
Another publication in the Free Church series by Stuart Farrell was published recently. It 
is for the Nigg Associate Presbyterian Church and covers Births & Baptisms 1765-1867 
and Marriages c1800-1866. Stuart Farrell has also finished transcribing the monumental 
inscriptions in Alvie Churchyard. There are 203 gravestones and once the transcriptions 
have been indexed they will be published.

PEDIGREE FORMS: 
Members have sent in over 300 of these forms and it is our intention that the database 
will be checked and hopefully loaded onto the Society website by the end of November. 
There will be an article on the subject in the November journal, which incidentally will 
appear later than usual this year. Al Knight, the graphic designer who is responsible for 
the excellent layout of our journals, is off to New Zealand for the first part of November, 
so I expect the next journal will be sent in early December.
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A talking tour down under

I flew into Auckland on a plane 
scheduled to arrive at one minute 
to midnight, which, near enough, 
it did. However it was an hour or 
more into the next day before I 
emerged from baggage pick-up, 
immigration, and customs (on the lookout for the smallest 
nut and raisin one might mistakenly be importing) to 
be warmly greeted by genealogist and HFHS member, 
Margaret Pool and her husband Pete, who took me 
back to their lovely home at Arkles Bay to recover from 
the journey. The next day they transported me north to 
stay with the grandson of Robert Macmillan – son of my 
great-grandfather’s brother Donald – who was born in 
Glenurquhart in 1845 and died in New Zealand in 1938, 
leaving many descendants (only a few of whom I was able 
to meet on this trip). Alex Macmillan and his wife Colleen 
have a farm in the hills above Whangerai, much of which 
is still untamed bush in which they’re developing a honey 
business (the bees seem to flourish on wild flowers that 
include an inordinate amount of gorse, brought to New 
Zealand by early Scots settlers). Their house however 
overlooks cattle grazing on meadows beside a burn 
that could have come straight from their ancestral glen 
in Scotland, with only a few alien trees to show that 
it’s actually on the other side of the world. Elsewhere 
it’s usually the proliferation of such strange and often 
magnificent trees - Kauri and Norfolk Pine being the most 
obvious - that instantly identify where you are.

My opening talk (on “Highland Ancestry and Emigration”) 

By Graeme Mackenzie

 Four weeks 
in the summer sun 

in the middle of our 
winter; what could 
be finer? However, 

I had to earn the 
passage – very kindly 

sponsored by the Clan 
MacMillan Societies 
of New Zealand and 

Australia – by talks 
to clan and family 

history groups: half a 
dozen to MacMillans 

and MacKenzies; and 
seven, including a 

double-double-header, 
to genealogy and 

family history groups. 
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took place at Waipu, the final resting place of the indomitable Rev. Norman MacLeod, who 
took his followers from Assynt in north west Scotland, first to Nova Scotia (in 1817), and 
then (in 1851) to Australia, and on to New Zealand, where on the east coast of Northland he 
finally found the isolation he sought to create his version of the Promised Land. The story of 
the man, his followers and their settlement is illustrated in great detail in the wonderful visitor 
centre at Waipu (the first of a number of great museums I was to see in New Zealand).

After Waipu I spent a few days in the Auckland area, where I talked to more MacMillans, had 
a lovely tea-party with the MacKenzies, and gave a lecture to the Hibiscus Coast Branch of 
the New Zealand Society of Genealogists [NZSG] – on “Clans, Septs & Surnames and Family 
History Research in the Highlands of Scotland” (a portmanteau version of the two basic talks 
I was giving elsewhere). I also had a chance to explore Auckland’s unique geography – built 
on and amongst a number of old volcanoes, and with two harbours, one on the east coast of 
New Zealand, and one on the west coast – before embarking on an all-day journey on a very 
comfortable train to Wellington.

My time in the Wellington area included lectures to the Wellington and the Kapiti Branches 
of the NZSG (“Clans, Septs and Surnames” and “Family History Research in the Highlands” 
– this time separately), a soaking in the wonderful wild-life park on the edge of the city (the 
weather was very Scottish at this stage), and an absolutely absorbing morning in Te Papa 
Tongerewa (Museum of New Zealand) learning about Maori history and culture.

From Wellington I took the ferry to the South Island, enjoying a spectacular journey up the 
fiord to Picton, from whence the train departed for Christchurch. Though it’s being rebuilt 
after the great earthquakes, the centre of Christchurch is still a sad sight, and a hard place 
to get an evening meal if you haven’t booked in advance, because of all the construction 
workers in town. Then it was over the Southern Alps by train to Greymouth – another great 
rail journey – and by bus down the west coast and inland to the mountain resorts of Fox 
Glacier and Wanaka (what a spectacular setting!). The last leg of my tour on New Zealand’s 
excellent buses took me north through “MacKenzie Country” (named for the enterprising 
explorer and livestock rustler who first opened it up for European settlement) and back to 
Christchurch, from whence I flew down to Invercargill – to give a lecture to the Southland 
Branch of the NZSG (“Clans, Septs and Surnames” again). Whilst in Southland I stayed with 
MacKenzies (no relations) at Fortrose, and Gardynes (cousins through the MacMillans) at 
Gore; both farming families in a very fertile part of the country.

My final port of call in New Zealand was Dunedin, which is not only named for Edinburgh 
but also has every street name from the Scottish capital that you can think of. Amazingly, 
though no longer linked by train to the rest of New Zealand (how crazy is that?), Dunedin offers 
two of the most spectacular railway excursions in the world: the “Seasider” to Palmerston, 
and the “Taieri Gorge Railway” to Middlemarch. Dunedin also has a great museum which, 
like Waipu, has a room with its walls covered in photographs of the pioneer settlers – many 
of whose descendants came to the meeting of the Dunedin Family History Group to hear 
my last lecture in New Zealand, which was once again on “Family History Research in the 
Highlands”.

After three days in Dunedin I took the bus back to Christchurch for my flight to Australia, 
where I was staying in a suburb of Melbourne with June Danks, the President of the Australian 
MacMillans. My week in Victoria included a visit to the Library of the Australian Institute of 
Genealogical Studies at Blackburn (whose holdings I was pleased to see included many 
publications of the HFHS), a talk to MacMillans at the Gippsland Heritage Park (which is 
home now to the house of Angus MacMillan, the explorer who opened up Gippsland for 
European settlement – in a rather brutal way so far as the area’s aboriginal people were 
concerned – in the late 1830s). I also had a day out by bus and train travelling “The Great 
Ocean Road” – a spectacular bit of coastline to the south west of Melbourne and Geelong – 
and I returned to the latter city a couple of days later for the Geelong Highland Games, where 
the MacKenzies very kindly hosted the MacMillans in their tent. 

My month away was rounded off with my most intensive day of lecturing, giving both of 
my talks in the morning to the Genealogical Society of Victoria, and then repeating them 
both again in the afternoon for those who had been unable to get places in the morning. 
Though exhausting, it was a gratifying experience, since my reception was so enthusiastic – 
as indeed it had been throughout my time down under.
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A tale of two sisters
. . . a gravestone from Craig Dunain, Inverness

How did these two sisters come to be here and what was their story? I thought this would be 
a simple case of going to the Archives in Inverness and see their case papers in the Highland 
Health Board archive, but no this would see me on a research journey, figuratively at times by 
email and the web, around Scotland from Inverness to Dundee University Archives, re Montrose 
and Edinburgh University Archives re Newbigging, and back to Inverness re Alness and learning 
in the process a lot about institutional care in the mid to late 19th century.

  First step was to get a copy of the two sister’s death certificates, with the new Scotland’s 
People centre at the Archives in Inverness, this was straight forward. Ann Munro, single, aged 
69, names of parents not given, died in the Inverness Asylum of Chronic Mania, 20 years at least, 
pneumonia of 7 days. Isabella Munro, single, aged 70, names of parents not given, died in the 
Inverness Asylum of Dementia, 27 years at least, cancer of liver cause unknown jaundice of 1 
month. 

With these I first checked the Death Register (HHB/3/5/1/12/1) for the Asylum for Ann Munro, 
she had been admitted 24 September 1864 with cause of death being pneumonia which she had 
for a week. Her sister Isabella was noted to have been admitted 10 September 1849 (error in 
record) and to have died of jaundice following on cancer of the liver for one month, with note that 
a post mortem was held. So far so good, these matched up to the death certificates. 

From there a look at the Admission Register (HHB/3/5/1/1/1) which revealed Ann as patient 
no. 162, aged 49, occupation unknown, received from Newbigging, chargeable to Alness Parish, 
sent by Board of Lunacy, mental order given as dementia cause unknown. Her sister Isabella 
was patient no. 161, aged 43, occupation unknown, received from Montrose Asylum, chargeable 
to Alness Parish, sent by Board of Lunacy, mental order given as melancholia cause unknown. 

By Stuart Farrell

In the small graveyard 
at Craig Dunain, formerly 

Inverness Asylum there 
is a small headstone 
with the initials A M 

and I M with the dates 
1884 and 1891. In an 

old article in the HFHS 
journal (1984, vol.12, 
p.16) by David Evans 

these were given as Ann 
Munro died 25 August 

1884 and Isabella 
Munro died 13 January 

1891, two sisters. 
As I have an interest 
in gravestones, well 

recorded a few, I thought 
a bit of background was 

needed.
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And from there to their transfer papers (HHB 3/5/3/1), Isabel had been admitted to the Montrose 
Royal Asylum suffering from melancholia on 15 May 1861 which noted her sister Winifred lived 
in Alness and that Ann was also a lunatic application of transfer was made 26 August 1864; 
Ann had been admitted to Newbigging House, Musselburgh on 4 December 1854 which noted 
her brother Robert resided in Alness and her sister Isabella or Bell was ‘insane’, suffering from 
periodic mania, application of transfer was made 16 September 1864. So here I had a mention 
of two other relatives but how did they come to be so far away from Alness in the first place.

The Inverness District Asylum or its later name of Craig Dunain was only opened in 1864, 
though a project for the ‘Royal Northern Lunatic Asylum’ was first suggested in 1845, but this 
had failed. The provision of the Lunacy (Scotland) Act of 1857 started the ‘public asylum’ rather 
than the private or charitable asylums which were usually overcrowded, lacked supervision, 
relied usually on restraint and had little medical attention.  Prior to this patients were ‘boarded-
out’ by the Parish hence Ann being at Newbigging and Isabella at Montrose, there seems by my 
research on the web to be no asylums in the north of Scotland at this time, except a small ward 
at the Royal Northern Infirmary in Inverness, hence they were boarded out quite a distance from 
home. The General Board of Lunacy that was formed in 1857 has the responsibility to supervise 
care and treatment and to conducted visits to the asylum giving their results in Annual Reports, 
however these are not detailed enough for my study of the two sisters.

An enquiry to Dundee University Archives, who hold the archives of Angus Health Board, which 
covers Montrose, was slightly more informative. Sadly the Female Casebook which covers the 
period Isabella Munro would have been a patient at Montrose is missing/lost. However, her 
petition for admission to the hospital has survived (THB 23/4/1/4 - No.557). This records that 
she was aged 40, was a merchant’s daughter, was single and resided in Alness Village. She was 
a pauper, chargeable to the Parish of Alness. Her brother Robert Munro was given as her next 
of kin and it is noted that ‘a sister is insane’. The cause of her admission seems to have been 
the fact that her brother and sisters could not prevent her from wandering away from her home. 

Regarding Ann she was boarded at Mr Abram Moffatt’s, Private Lunatic Asylum, Newbigging 
House, which is listed in the Musselburgh Census of 1841 and seems to still be in operation in 
1870-71 when it is listed in the Edinburgh County Directory but unfortunately no records survive 
either in Lothian Health Board Archives held at Edinburgh University or in the John Gray Centre, 
Haddington.

So both sisters were ‘lunatics’, a search of the census for 1851 revealed the following: Village 
of Alness, Alexander Munro Shopkeeper (retd) 77, John Allan Munro Shipping Clerk 24, Ann 
Munro Lunatic 36, Isabella Munro 32, Margaret Munro 27 and Wina Munro 22. Going back to 
the 1841 Census this revealed: Alexander Munro Shopkeeper 65, his wife Margaret Munro 55, 
Ann Munro 25, Isabella Munro 20, Catherine Munro 15, Margaret Munro 15, John Munro 13 and 
Winifred Munro 11. So here was part of the family but what of the rest?

A search of the OPR records for Alness revealed that Alexander Munro, Bridgend, Alness 
had married Margaret Allan of Novar on 21 May 1808. Their family were baptised at Alness on 
the following dates: Donald 18 May 1809, Robert 12 December 1810, Mary 2 July 1812, Ann 4 
September 1814, Donald 28 March 1816, Isobella 17 January 1818, Catherine 21 September 
1821, Margaret 12 July 1823, John 3 May 1826 and Winnie 24 December 1828. On numerous 
occasions in the OPR Alexander Munro is recorded as Merchant. 

But what of the family in the Census for 1861? It noted Robert Munro Retired Merchant 50, 
Donald Munro 44 General Clerk, Margaret Munro Seamstress 40, Isabella Munro Seamstress 42 
and Winifred Munro Dressmaker 29. So Isabella was still at home but shortly soon after in May 
was to be admitted to Montrose Asylum. By 1871 when both sisters were in the Asylum, family 
recorded as follows: Robert Munro Late Merchant 60, Donald Munro Gardener 53, Margaret 
Munro Housekeeper 42 and Winifred Munro Seamstress 38. The father Alexander Munro, 
possibly died as a pauper, as there was a death of an Alexander Munro widower aged 80 on 
21 October 1859 at Alness with information given by a Margaret Munro. Could this have been 
his daughter? By 1881 the family is as follows: Robert Munro Retired Grocer 68, Donald Munro 
Retired Grocer 60, Margaret Munro Housekeeper 50 and Winifred Munro Milliner 47. By 1891 
Mary Munro Annuitant 78 and her sister Margaret Munro Annuitant 67 were living together in 
Main Street, Alness, likely in the same family house. Whilst in 1901 Margaret Munro 76 was living 
on her own means and now sharing the house with her brother John Allan Munro 73, recorded 
as formerly Deputy Registrar Ontario Canada. (Another future story here? Recorded that John 
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Allan Munro, 38, Scotland, Durham, deputy registrar of deeds, son of Alexander Munro and 
Margaret Allan, married Elizabeth Lauder, 24, Scotland, Bentinck, daughter of John Lauder and 
Jennett Bell at Glenelg, on 19 June 1873 in Bentinck, Grey County, Ontario, Canada).

Unfortunately no records of the Parochial Board for Alness either Minute Books or the Poor 
Register have survived for the parish of Alness and so no background could be got on Isabella 
or Ann or to the Alexander Munro as a pauper. A search of the HFHS publication for Alness 
Churchyard revealed that the family had no headstone either. So the possible beginning of their 
story was at an end.

So what of Ann and Isabella’s life at the Asylum? Fortunately both sisters’ case histories 
survive, which a report was made every 6 months of their condition. At times very difficult to 
read, seems doctor’s handwriting is as bad then and it is today, and makes for some grim reading 
especially the post-mortem of Isabella. I will not give them in full but have summarised their story.

Ann, at admission is described as ‘small in person & with a not unpleasant but depressed 
expression. Head small but well formed, Hair originally yellow eyes very dark bluish grey, teeth 
regular & what remain in good preservation. The patient does not bear the marks of any injury. 
This woman is generally seen sitting busily engaged at work & though pleased at any attention 
shown her she prefers to be allowed to pursue the even tenor of her way & to preserve perfect 
silence. No maniacal attack has occurred since her admission but she has exhibited on several 
occasions marked excitement during which she gave up her habits of diligence, walked hastily 
from one end of the ward to the other, started up angrily if addressed & showed a marked dislike 
to those she in her quieter mood esteems most & more especially her sister. These attacks have 
been of short duration, not lasting for above two or three days & it has been noticed they have 
always been preceded by demand on the patients part for aperient medicine.’ And so Ann’s 
live in the Asylum seems to have been quite routine, occasionally having bouts of ‘excitement’ 
being prescribed pints of Porter or a glass of wine daily when she was feeble with the attacks, 
and being given regular doses of castor oil for constipation. At times she is described as restless 
and seems to have had an aversion to the opposite sex but no explanation is given for this. 
The pneumonia which caused her death came on suddenly within a few days of her death, and 
though given poultices and brandy died on the 25th of August 1884.

Isabella, at admission is described as ‘below the middle height with a pleasant but depressed 
expression. Head well formed, hair originally flaxen, eyes grey. This woman’s manner is subdued 
self-possessed, respectful & to an ordinary observer nothing morbid is discoverable in either her 
conduct or conversation. When pressed however regarding her seclusion, she endeavours to 
avoid any questioning but if urged still farther hints darkly her suspicious of those who desire her 
residence in such a place as this; of the benefits likely to accrue to them by it, of attempts made 
to injure her & of her residence here being partly with this design. She is constantly engaged in 
some domestic occupation or needlework, is pleased with being entrusted with duties, showing 
the confidence the officers repose in her & has proved a most agreeable & useful inmate.’ This 
role as a ‘useful inmate’ saw Isabella working for a number of years in the Asylum Laundry, 
though her life was not without its incidents. A report in the Record of Accidents (HHB/3/1/17) 
noted on the 16 December 1867 – Today this patients is found suffering from a smart attack of 
[blank] on the left knee caused she says by having been pushed by another patient Catherine 
Nicolson some days ago and thus getting it knocked against the stair step. Isabella seems 
to have had visions of grandeur about her, maybe as her father had been a merchant, once 
stating that her brother Robert was ‘a better doctor than any of them’ in one of her reports. 
However, as her brother was not a doctor but a merchant, maybe he was a regular visitor to 
her? (Unfortunately visitor log books do not survive for the 19th century) At other times when 
she was depressed Isabella seems to have taken to her bed and refused to talk to anyone or 
eat, with the result that she was given daily glasses of port. She seemed to receive no treatment 
except Rhubarb Pills. She is noted sometimes to be restless in bed at night – occasionally rising 
and walking in the dormitory and on one occasion ‘she has been noticed to put up an umbrella 
in the dormitory under the belief that the rain was coming through the roof.’ Isabella is noted 
several times in her reports that she believed that she was in the Asylum against her will, but 
also that she did seem to have marked periods of concern especially for her sister. In later years 
Isabella is noted of hearing voices in the night once from a man ‘300 years old’ also that the Devil 
suggested ‘improper conduct to her’. Apart from this Isabella is noted to have kept herself clean 
and tidy and at times been very quiet especially in her later years. She seems to have had an 
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attack of jaundice on Christmas Eve 1890, and complained of abdominal pains and sore legs 
the result of cancer, which was only found during the post-mortem upon her death on the 13th 
of January 1891.

So the story of both sisters I have as yet not been able to fully unravel. With no Parochial 
records for the Parish of Alness surviving a very large part of their story cannot be told. And who 
erected the stone in the graveyard? Was it their brother John, who came home from Canada? 
Maybe someone who reads this and is related to these Munros may be able to fill in some of 
the story.

Members’ outing 
to Helmsdale
After the success of last year’s trip to 
Dornoch the Committee has arranged 
another exciting outing, this time to 
Timespan at Helmsdale - see http://
timespan.org.uk/.   Timespan uses 
the latest presentational techniques 
to convey the varied and fascinating 
history of the Helmsdale area, 
including the Clearances, 19th century 
fishery boom and the 1869 Kildonan 
gold rush.  Coffee/tea on arrival and 
a light lunch (soup, sandwiches, tea/
coffee) will be provided at Timespan.  
To maximise enjoyment our party will 
be divided into two groups, but everyone will be able to experience the same programme.  Even 
if the weather restricts the walking tour a fascinating day out is guaranteed because interesting 
films, etc., can be laid on indoors.  The Photo and Genealogy Archives, covering the parishes of 
Kildonan and Loth, will interest members with local connections.  With advance notice of such 
interests, local experts can be available to help.  The design of the building, range of resources 
and the expertise of the staff mean that members can pursue their own interests as they wish 
whatever the weather.    

Programme
From 08.45 Rendez-vous outside Vue cinema, Inverness Retail Park
09.00  Depart by hired coach for Helmsdale
11.00  Arrive.  Coffee and introductory presentation on the Helmsdale area
11.30  Group A:  Tour of Timespan Museum and other displays
  Group B:  Guided historical tour of Helmsdale village and harbour
13.00  Light buffet lunch at Timespan
14.00  Group A:  Guided historical tour of Helmsdale village and harbour
   Group B:  Tour of Timespan Museum and other displays  
15.30  Depart by bus to Inverness arriving 17.15 approx.

The visit is limited to 50 people.  Places will be allocated on a ‘first come, first served’ basis.  
A 49-seater coach has been hired, but some members may prefer to make their own travel 
arrangements.  The all-inclusive cost (bus, coffee, admission, guided tour, lunch) will be £20 
per head.  The cost for those travelling independently will be £15.  If requested at the time of 
booking, arrangements may be possible to pick up members en route.

Members who live locally and have an e-mail address have been sent a copy of the Booking 
Form electronically. Any other member wishing to come on this trip should send a cheque 
(made out to Highland Family History Society) and a stamped self-addressed envelope (for 
your confirmation ticket) to:   John Durham, 11 Braeside Park, Balloch IV2 7HL  (tel: 01463-
790656; e-mail: john.durham5@btinternet.com) as soon as possible, but not later than Friday 
5th September 2014.
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A black cloud with a silver lining

My query is regarding plot #133 on page 15, your book has David Mackintosh and his wife Anne 
Clark buried there. I wouldn’t have questioned this only I have another book called “Monumental 
Inscriptions pre-1855 by Alastair and Margaret Beattie” for the same cemetery (In their book this 
same grave is #21 page 47) and the names have been transcribed as Donald Mackintosh and 
Anne Clair.

 As you can see this is confusing as it may or may not be my family. I know it is very hard 
sometimes to read the old headstones but if David was indeed meant to be Donald then this 
would be my 5th great grandparents Donald Mackintosh and Anne Clark buried here.

I live in Australia and unable to visit the cemetery myself and, as all the male sons buried in this 
grave all died pre-1855, I am unable to check their death records for their correct parents’ names. 
If you could please check these details with the people who transcribed the original headstones 
for your publication I would be very grateful.”

As it appeared that a mistake had been made during checking of the inscription, I felt that a 
trip to the churchyard to photograph the inscription would be in order. A check of our publication 
elicited the fact that the gravestone in question was a flat stone but was located under the 
turf. This meant that the weather would have to be both dry and sunny to allow the turf to be 
removed so that the inscription could be photographed. Such a day arose on Good Friday when 
my wife and I decided to go for a walk around Loch An Eilien near Aviemore. On the way we 
branched off to Dalarossie Churchyard and took this photograph to prove that we had made an 
error in checking the inscription and it was Donald nor David. Ironically if we had transcribed the 
inscription correctly the first time, Cheryl would only have the written inscription in our publication, 
rather than this photograph of her ancestors’ gravestone that she may never see ‘in the flesh’.

By John Durham

In early January the 
following e-mail from 

a Cheryl Rolfe arrived. 
– “Some time ago I 

purchased your publication 
Monumental Inscriptions 

for Dalarossie Churchyard. 
My Kennedy family are 
listed in this book and 

I have found it great. 
Researching the other 

side of the family has not 
been so straight forward. 

My ancestor Alexander 
Kennedy married Ann 

Mackintosh (both are in 
your book, plot #191 on 

page 20). Ann died in 1859 
and her death certificate 

has her parents as Donald 
Mackintosh and 

Anne Clark. 
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MEMBERSHIP DETAILS

 RENEWING YOUR MEMBERSHIP

New Members:
2662. Mr Bill Mitchell – Edinburgh, Midlothian EH11 1RF.
2663. Mr Tom C. Graham – Troon, Ayreshire KA10 6TG.
2664. Miss Sheila Macleod – Inverness, Inverness-shire IV2 4JS.
2665. Ms Susan Kruse – Strathpeffer, Inverness-shire IV17 9AF.
2666. Mr Charles K. Connon – Naperville, IL. 60564, U. S. A.
2667. Flt. Cpt. Paul Beaumont – Harrogate, N. Yorkshire HG2 0DX.
2668. Ms Margaret Doherty – Mansfield, Qld. 4122, Australia.
Changes to address etc:
568. Mr Rod McLennan – Hatfield, Herts AL10 0AN. 

The new financial year for the Society commences on the 1st September 2014 and this is my annual 
reminder to members that their membership subscriptions are now due. The action you need to take, if 
any, depends on the method you use to pay your annual subscription. Each member will fall into one of the 
three categories 1, 2 or 3 below.
NB. The Senior rate of £8 and Family rate of £16 are no longer available. As agreed at the AGM 
in March 2014, there are now only two rates – that of Ordinary Membership at £12 (unchanged) 
and Institutional Membership at £18 (also unchanged). Overseas members now have the option 
of receiving the quarterly journals in the form of a PDF at £12 per annum. If they wish to continue 
receiving the journals by airmail the cost remains at the present rate of £15.

1.  If you pay your subscription by Banker’s Order, make sure your bank sends the appropriate amount to 
the Clydesdale Bank plc [Bank Sort Code: 82-65-18 and Account Number: 20290121]. If you have been 
paying the Senior rate of £8 or Family rate of £16 previously, please change the amount to £12. 
 
2.  If you have paid your subscription in advance, a slip is enclosed acknowledging that fact.
 
3.  If you fall into neither of the above categories, a reminder slip will have been enclosed with this journal. 
If you have received the reminder, please pay your subscription as soon as possible and preferably by the 
15th October 2014. You will not receive any further journals until you have renewed your membership. 

The Society has a ‘stand’ on GENfair, the Online Family History Fair and Genealogy Bookstore. This 
has been very successful from our point of view as many members joined the Society for the first time 
using this method and it is a very easy way of renewing your membership. In addition several members 
and non-members have purchased publications using this very secure system of payment.
If you have a credit or debit card, and have access to the Internet, you can use this facility to renew 
your membership. This will be of particular benefit to overseas members who do not have a sterling bank 
account. At present they incur additional charges either in obtaining a sterling cheque or a bank draft. 
Using GENfair also saves postage and you will receive on-line conformation that your subscription has 
been paid. To use this service: -

1.  Go to <www.highlandfamilyhistorysociety.org>
2.  On Home page, click on Membership
3.  On Membership page, click on GENFair
4.  Click on either Membership of Highland FHS - UK only or Membership of Highland FHS – Europe &  
 Overseas 
5.  Select the appropriate category (Individual or Institutional) and follow the instructions.

If you still prefer to pay your subscription by cheque (Sterling cheques only), the reminder slip 
should accompany your payment. This will ensure that it is credited to your membership number.
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE 
 

 
FREE CHURCH REGISTERS 

  Title Weight Price 
Alness  - Baptisms 1843-1929, Marriages 1847-1912 370g £9.00 
Creich – Births & Baptisms 1843-1897 & Marriages 1843-1896 400g £9.00 
Dunnet – Births & Baptisms 1843-1867 & 1872-1897 and Marriages 
1845-1847 + Canisbay Births & Baptisms 1843-1875 

300g £9.00 

Fearn  - Births 1844-1855, Baptisms 1844-1890 480g £9.00 
Inverness East – Baptisms 1843-1858 275g £9.00 
Inverness Queen Street + Union Street United Presbyterian Churches  325g £9.00 
Kirkhill – Births & Baptisms 1843-1854 + Kiltarlity – Births etc, Marriages 300g £9.00 
Knockbain - Baptisms & Marriages + Killearnan - Baptisms 325g £9.00 
Nigg  & Cromarty – Baptisms, Marriages & Deaths 325g £9.00 
Nigg Associate Presbyterian Church – Baptisms, Marriages & Deaths 480g £10.00 
Resolis – Baptisms 1843-1868 + Fortrose – Baptisms 1844 – 1855 etc 370g £9.00 
Rogart – Births & Marriages + Lairg – Births, Marriages and Deaths 310g £9.00 
Tain  & Edderton – Baptisms + Fearn – Marriages 1843-1880 340g £9.00 
Tongue – Baptisms + Durness – Baptisms & Marriages 440g £9.00 

 

 
 

 
MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS 

County  Burial Ground Memorials Weight Price 
Ross-shire  Alness 659 80g £3.00 

  Avoch [A4] 452 180g £3.60 
  Easter Suddie 454 50g £1.80 
  Fortrose 450 90g £3.00 
  Killearnan 286 60g £3.00 
  Kilmuir (Black Isle) 241 60g £2.70 
  Rosemarkie [A4] 575 220g £4.50 
  St Clements, Dingwall [A4] 689 240g £4.50 
  Urquhart Old Churchyard, Black Isle [A4] 937 245g £4.50 

Inverness-shire  Abernethy Churchyard [A4] 437 260g £7.50 
  Advie Churchyard & War Memorial [A4] 213 165g £6.00 
  Ardersier Cemetery 371 85g £3.00 
  Brachlich Cemetery, Gollanfield 200 60g £1.80 
  Chapel Yard, Inverness [A4] 2,802 550g £12.00 
  Cromdale Churchyard [A4] 368 240g £6.00 
  Croy Churchyard 367 85g £2.70 
  Dalarossie Churchyard [A4] 221 140g £3.00 
  Daviot Churchyard 246 70g £3.00 
  Dores Churchyard 427 90g £3.00 
  Dunlichity Churchyard 315 85g £3.00 
  Greyfriars Cemetery, Inverness [A4] 132 90g £2.40 
  Invermoriston Churchyard [A4] 195 150g £6.00 
  Old Kilmore Churchyard [A4] 496 190g £3.60 
  Kirkton of Ardersier Cemetery 393 85g £2.70 
  Lochend Burial Ground [A4] 129 105g £2.40 
  Moy Churchyard [A4] 174 105g £2.40 
  Old High, Inverness [A4] 572 220g £4.50 
  Old Churchyard, Petty 476 100g £3.60 

Nairnshire  Geddes 124 40g £2.40 
  Nairn Cemetery (Victorian Section) 516 300g £9.00 

 

 
 

 
OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

   Title Weight Price 
 Nairn War Memorial 1914-1918 470g £14.99 
 The War Memorials of Nairnshire – Ardclach and Auldearn 150g £7.99 
 Pre-1855 Deaths Reported in Nairn Newspapers [1845-1854] 150g £6.00 
 Deaths as reported in the Inverness Advertiser Newspaper [1849-1855] 550g £12.00 
 Genealogy in the Gaidhealtachd 
  -  Clan and Family History in the Highlands of Scotland 

300g £10.00 

 




