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It is with a certain element of surprise that I 
find myself writing this column. Having been 
unavoidably detained in edinburgh, by a bus 
not doing what buses should and stopping to 
pick up passengers, I was unable to attend 
the Society’s recent AGM, and thus learnt 
afterwards that I had been elected to serve 
as your Chairman (although I had agreed to 
my name being put forward). We have been 
very well served as Chairman by Graeme 
MacKenzie, and I must place on record our 
sincere thanks to him for all the hard work he 
has put in over the years in raising the profile 
of the Society. happily, Graeme is able to 
continue as a committee member, and we will 
welcome his continuing contributions to the 
wellbeing of the Society.

Our Society is, like most Family history 
Societies, going through a transitional phase, 
and whilst our membership numbers have 
fallen away from the peak of a few years ago, 
we still have around 560 members throughout 
the world, and it remains our task to serve you 
all as best we can. the use and accessibility 
of the internet has, to a large degree, 
transformed family history research, along 
with the caveat that primary sources should 
always be checked to confirm so-called 
‘facts’! The Journal has developed into a first-
class medium through which we are able to 
promote our mutual interests, and I commend 
the efforts of all who contribute to its success. 
At the same time, I’m sure our editor would 
always welcome articles of interest, so do 
please consider writing something!

Our committee looks after the routine 
matters of the Society, and you are well-
served by the present long-standing 
members of the committee. however, as with 
any organisation, an injection of fresh blood 
would be welcomed, and I would entreat any 
member who feels able to join us to consider 

coming onto the committee. We are presently 
finalising our programme for the next session, 
and I trust that our plans will be acceptable to 
you, but if you have any suggestions regarding 
our programme we would be pleased to hear 
from you.  

One of our longest-serving committee 
members until she retired was Barrie tulloch, 
and I’m sure that many of you will have 
corresponded with her regarding research 
matters. In the early years of the Society 
there was hardly a day in which you would 
not find Barrie in the reference room of the 
main library at Farraline Park. She was very 
conscientious in her researches on behalf of 
members and committee members enjoyed 
the fruits of her baking on the evenings that 
committee meetings were held in her home 
in Damfield Road. Sadly, Barrie died recently, 
and her funeral was attended by a number 
of the present committee. We remember her 
with gratitude for her contributions to the 
Society over the years. 

At the AGM the treasurer reported that the 
basic cost of printing four journals and posting 
them to members came to a figure of £8.35. 
Adding in other costs it was apparent that the 
senior subscription rate of £8 was too low and 
was being subsidised by other members. After 
a general discussion among those attending 
the AGM, the treasurer proposed that both 
the Senior and Family subscription rates be 
dropped and the Ordinary subscription of 
£12 apply to all members with immediate 
effect. this proposal was approved and is 
now currently in operation. It is considered 
that, compared with other societies, our 
subscription still remains a bargain. 

We look forward to continuing to serve our 
membership, and I hope you will continue to 
join us on the journey!

Angus Bethune, Chairman
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The Gellions Inn and a family called Gellion
First of all, the new information that I have come across. I 

was frustrated in not being able to find any reference to the 
sale of the Gellions by the representatives of helen Gellion’s 
estate after her death in 1898. However, I have at last found out 
when she bought it. The index to the Abridgements of Sasines 
in Scotland is where one should look, but unfortunately the 
index covering the period 1856 to 1868 is not complete. I used 
the entries in the Valuation Roll to establish that in 1859/60 
the Gellions was owned by Andrew Fraser, leather merchant 
and Helen Gellion was the tenant. In 1860/61 the proprietor 
was Simon Fraser of new South Wales and helen is still the 
tenant. In 1861/62 Helen was now the proprietor. From these 
facts it seemed reasonable to assume that helen purchased 
The Gellions sometime in 1861. Armed with this information I 
started to look through the Abridgements of Sasines for that 
year page by page and eventually found what I was looking for.
Entry Number 122 – 6 June 1861
HELEN GELLION, Hotel Keeper, Inverness Registers Disp to 
herself, by the Commissioner for Simon Fraser, Farmer and 
Butcher, Raymond Terrace, East Maitland, Hunter’s River, New 
South Wales, 23 May 1861, - of a Dwelling House, Cellars, Close 
and Premises on the north side of Bridge Street, INVERNESS, 
Par. Inverness, - in so far as not held Burgage.

It looks as if Andrew Fraser has died and left the property 
to, most probably, his son Simon, who was living in Australia. 
Settled in business there, Simon Fraser was not interested 
in this property on the other side of the globe and was quite 
happy to sell it to helen Gellion. helen remained in the property 
until June 1868 when she decided to move into Bonniefield, 
the house she built on land she had purchased the previous 
year. She appointed James Campbell, the first of her tenant 
innkeepers, to run the business.

The next two finds relate to the family of David Petrie and 
his wife Catherine Fraser, daughter of hannah Gellion, who left 
Inverness when David was declared bankrupt and moved to 
Penrith in Cumberland. Readers may remember that David was 
first described as a clerk, a seedsman and then, after arriving in 
Penrith, as a master clothier. I found two references to this new 
career for him and his family. In the Cumberland Post Office 
Directory 1873 is a listing for Petrie, David, ladies outfitter, 2 
King Street. Then in the Advertisements/Notices in the Penrith 
Herald of May 9 1874 the following appears: - Berlin Wool, 
Baby Linen & Ladies’ Underclothing Warehouse. 2 King Street, 
Penrith. Mrs Petrie begs to intimate that she has returned from 
London with a choice selection of Ladies & Children’s Dresses, 
Baby Linen, Underclothing and all the novelties of the Season.

In the final sentence of the last paragraph of my previous 
article I said that I was still searching for any references to 

It is now just over a 
year since I received 

the e-mail that started 
off my research into 

the family of thomas 
Gellion and helen 
MacKinnon and a 

possible connection 
with the Gellions 

in Bank Street, 
Inverness. I never 

expected to uncover 
so much information 

about both the pub 
and the Gellion family 
that I am now writing 
a third article on the 

subject. I have looked 
back through the 

previous two articles 
to see if any of the 
comments I made 

at the time need to 
be updated as a 

result of what I have 
uncovered in the past 

three months. At the 
same time I noticed 

that I included 
several snippets 

of information and 
promised to enlighten 
readers in more detail 

in future articles.
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David & Catherine’s son John Petrie, electrical engineer, after he appeared along with his 
sister Mary Jane Petrie in London in the 1911 census.  I located John and Mary Jane on the 
passenger list for the P & O liner Mooltan, which set sail from London to Sydney on 20th March 
1913. The port of disembarkation for both of them was to be Marseilles in France. A death 
entry in a newspaper indicates that John Petrie of Argeles, Gazest, died after an operation 
at Toulouse on 22nd December 1949, so it looks as if he remained in France for the rest of 
his life. his will stated that his sister was to receive an income from his estate then valued at 
£8,323 (£256,730 today) and, on her death, the estate goes to two friends of his, who were 
his executors. He has obviously not married, and Hannah Gellion’s branch finally comes to an 
end when Mary Jane Petrie dies intestate 6 months later, leaving her effects of £581 13s 1d 
(£12,950 today) to H M Treasury.

I posed this question in my first article - Who was it who waited until he was 70 to become 
a father and where did I find his daughter in the 1911 census? In my second article I again 
mentioned him as I discovered that he was earning 35/- (£1.75) per week according to his 
employment record, able to purchase shares in the company he worked for, and still managed 
to leave an estate equivalent to £900,000 today. This was Duncan Forbes Gellion, so named 
after Duncan George Forbes, the man his father thomas was valet to for some 20 years. In 
the 1841 census Duncan was described as Vintner, being the only son remaining in Inverness 
following the death of his father in 1840. By 1851 Duncan has moved to Oxford and in the 
census that year is described as a guard on the Great Western Railway (GWR).

By 1861 he has moved to the Paddington area, where he is to remain until his death in 1904. 
his employment record with GWR is very sparse and indicates that he joined the company 
in April 1849. He is then described as a Passenger Guard at Paddington on 30/- (£1.50) 
per week, which is increased to 35/- on 24 May 1873. The final entry states that he retired 
in January 1893, the significance of this date will be more apparent later on. I managed to 
waylay one of the speakers at the recent SAFhS Conference in Dunfermline, who was an 
expert on railway records, and queried the lack of information on Duncan’s official record of 
employment. I made the comment to him that my 2xgreat grandfather, Edwin Tomlinson, was 
a train driver with GWR and his record was packed with information. he was regularly being 
fined 1/- for producing too much smoke from the engine’s funnel and once the larger sum of 
2/- for “Running past Bromborough with passenger train having been instructed at Chester to 
stop at that station”. I was told that there was always a dearth of information relating to senior 
staff (guard as opposed to engine driver) but, as Duncan was based at Paddington, there are 
copious records held at Kew for that particular station.

Further confirmation that Duncan was based at that station appears in the following news 
item from The Teesdale Mercury of 15 May 1872: -
GIFTS FROM THE MARQUIS OF BUTE — Inspector Craigh, of the Paddington terminus, and 
Mr. Duncan Gellion, the guard who had charge of the train which conveyed the Marquis and 
Marchioness of Bute to Cardiff, on their wedding day, have each received from that nobleman a 
silver goblet, in recognition of the excellent arrangements in connection with the journey. Each 
goblet is engraved with a coronet, the initials of the donors, and the date of the marriage. A 
gratifying letter accompanied each goblet.

however it is not Duncan’s time as an employee of GWR, in spite of describing himself as 
a Railway Inspector in the census returns for 1871, 1881 and 1891 that allowed Duncan to 
accrue the equivalent of £900,000 today that is mentioned in his will following his death in 
1904. He did have some shares in GWR, but only 200 Ordinary Shares, so that was not where 
his money came from. To find out the answer we must go back to the census for 1861, when 
it first looks as if Duncan had an interest in, if not fetish for, dressmakers.

In April 1860 Duncan marries Mary Ann Bowyer and a year later they appear in the 1861 
census in Paddington, where Duncan is described as a Railway Conductor and his wife and 
her sister, who is living with them, are both dressmakers. Move forward 10 years to the 1871 
census and the same three appear – Duncan, aged 47, now a Railway Inspector; Mary Ann, 
aged 42 (no children) and Elizabeth Bowyer, aged 36. In the same property are no fewer than 

By John Durham
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six assistant dressmakers. These include Elizabeth Beddoes, aged 17, who several years later 
is going to become a very significant figure in this story.

to confuse matters somewhat, during a search using GOOGLe after having entered the name 
Duncan Gellion, I came across this unexpected entry from the baptismal records for 1864 for 
Christchurch in St Marylebone, London.

here is Duncan, who has been married to Mary Ann Bowyer for four years with no children 
from the marriage, admitting that he was the father of Emily Ellen Collyer, born 10 years 
previously when he was a batchelor. To confirm that the birth was in 1854 and not 1864, the 
year of the baptism, I looked at the 1861 census for Sarah Collyer and found her with her 
daughter Emily, aged 7. No prizes for guessing what the occupation of Sarah Collyer was – a 
dressmaker! I was unable to find either Sarah or Emily after the baptism in 1864, particularly as 
locating women in english records is not easy. Once they marry they lose their maiden surname 
even on gravestones, unlike married women in Scotland.

In 1872 Duncan’s wife dies and in 1881 he is still described as a Railway Inspector, and is 
living along with his sister-in-law and six young dressmakers. In 1891 he is living with two 
servants and a boarder. I made the comment previously that the fact that Duncan resigned 
from his post with Great Western Railway in January 1893 was significant. It was because he 
was about to marry for the second time at the ripe old age of 69 as this marriage certificate 
confirms: -

 he has married an elizabeth Beddoes, a spinster. Was she the same elizabeth Beddoes, 
the 17 year-old assistant dressmaker (here we go again) that appeared along with Duncan and 
his first wife living in the same property in the 1871 census? Her age of 38 looks right as just 
under 22 years separate the two events. To find out more I now needed to go back to the 1861 
census to see if I could locate elizabeth in a family whose head was Job Beddoes. Fortunately 
Job is a fairly rare Christian name and I didn’t have need to look far to find her in Bausley, 
Montgomeryshire. Like her mother, she was born in Alberbury in Shropshire. her place of birth 
will be needed later on to prove that she is the woman who married Duncan. her father Job was 
described as a tailor & publican and an uncle Andrew Beddoes, living in the same dwelling, was 
also a tailor. this must be a family trait.

We know that in 1871 Elizabeth is one of the six assistant dressmakers working for Duncan’s 
first wife. Her place of birth in that census is recorded as Alberbury. So far, so good. In 1881 

I found Elizabeth living at No. 97 New Bond Street in Westminster, an 
assistant dressmaker to two sisters, Frances and Flower Sicklemore, 
who lived next door at No. 96. In 1891 Elizabeth is living at 11 Henrietta 
Street, Cavendish Square, Mayfair, where she is now running her own 
dressmaking business as she is employing five assistant dressmakers 
and one apprentice. Searching on Ancestry I came across a rather faded 
photograph of Elizabeth. I have been unable to find out who has the 
original as the copy I managed to download is quite small and of poor 
quality.

 It is now apparent that elizabeth Beddoes is no ordinary dressmaker 
as she is running her dressmaking business in one of most affluent areas 
in London. In the 1901 census Elizabeth is found at home at 2 Orsett 
terrace in Paddington along with her husband Duncan and their daughter eveline emily, so 
what has happened to her business? With a bit of luck I was able to locate 11 Henrietta Street 
once more and to find this entry that confirmed that the business was still there.

 The person running the business for Elizabeth is Annie Amps, aged 39, who is described 
as a Court Dressmaker. She was born in Alberbury like elizabeth and I am positive that she 
is Elizabeth’s younger sister, who married James Williamson Amps in 1884, and is being a 
bit economical with her age, which should be 43, as she was born in 1858. The fact that 

the business was supplying dresses for ladies who 
were presented at court is confirmed by this stunning 
photograph taken in 1912, one of two showing ladies 
wearing dresses designed and supplied by the business 
known as “Madame Beddoes” that I found in “the 
Lafayette negative Archive” which can be found on the 
Victoria & Albert Museum website. 

 
Sitter: Mrs. Charles Graeme higgins, née Algitha howard 
(d. 1940).
Court dress: “Gown of ivory satin Duchesse draped with 
chiffon and trimmed with real lace. train of ivory satin, 
lined with ruchings of chiffon” 
Costume Designer & Supplier: Beddoes, 10 Henrietta 
Street, Cavendish Square, London.

It is now fairly apparent that the reason that Duncan 
Gellion was able to leave the equivalent of £900,000 
when he died in 1904, in spite of only being an employee 

elizabeth Beddoes

Mrs. Charles Graeme higgins
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of GWR, was as a consequence of his marriage in 1893. At that time men would acquire 
their wife’s wealth the moment they married them. As elizabeth Beddoes was running a very 
successful business he had made a good match. the following year their only child, evelyn 
Emily Gellion, is born and in the 1911 census it is her, aged 17, that I found as a pupil at 
Roedean, a very famous and expensive girl’s school. In the same census we find her widowed 
mother is at home with two servants to look after her. everything looks rosy, but there are 
serious problems on the horizon.

I have tried to locate the entry for the dressmaking business in the 1911 census without 
success. It is difficult to find an entry in the census if you don’t have a name of someone living in 
the property. I looked for Ann or Annie Amps, who was in charge of the shop in 1901, but she has 
obviously retired as I found her living at Ashdown House, Dane Hill in Sussex with her husband 
and son and a number of guests and servants. her husband was a silk merchant and the house 
had 20 rooms, so they are comfortably off, but why is she not still involved with the business in 
Henrietta Street? I noticed that the address attached to the reference to the costume designer 
in the photo above is 10 Henrietta Street, not number 11 as in 1901. Perhaps the business has 
expanded or possibly contracted. What has actually happened becomes apparent when I found 
the following entry in the London Gazette: -

In the Matter of BEDDOES (1911) Limited.
At an Extraordinary General Meeting of the

Members of the above Company, duly convened,
and held at 10, Henrietta-street, Cavendish Square,

London, W., on the 15th day of January,
1913, the following Extraordinary Resolution was

duly passed:—
“That it has been proved to the satisfaction of

this Meeting that the Company cannot, by reason of
its liabilities, continue its business, and that it is

advisable to wind up the same, and accordingly that
the Company be wound up voluntarily.”

And at such Meeting Algernon Osmond Miles, of
28, King-street, Cheapside, in the city of London,

Chartered Accountant, was appointed Liquidator for
the purpose of such winding-up.—Dated this 22nd day

of January, 1913.
F. HARBOTTLE, Chairman.

It looks as if the dressmaking business was formalised as a limited company in 1911, when 
Ann Amps retires from the business. Two years later it finally succumbs possibly because 
fashions were changing and World War I just around the corner. When elizabeth Beddoes 
dies in 1924 she leaves the equivalent of £554,000, somewhat less than the £900,000 that her 
husband Duncan left in 1904. One must assume that the significantly lower figure was partly 
due to her settling all outstanding debts at the time of the voluntary liquidation of the company. 
her daughter was still in a position to make a good marriage as this item from the magazine 
Flight dated 31 July 1919 shows: -
CHARLES NOEL GREGORY DORE (R.A.F.), son of the late S. Lammas DORE, and of Mrs. S. 
Lammas DORE, of Pinner Hill, Middlesex, was married on July 18 at Holy Trinity Church,
Paddington, to EVELYN EMILY, daughter of the late Duncan GELLION, and of Mrs. Duncan 
GELLION, of 2, Orsett Terrace, Hyde Park, W.

So that hopefully completes the story of Duncan Forbes Gellion, a very interesting character. 
In the next journal I expect to tie up all the stories about the other members of the family that 
are still outstanding. Before someone points out the omission, I promise to list all the source 
references used for all the articles next time.

The Voyage of S.S. Broomielaw
the St. Andrew’s emigration 

Society, formed in 1841, was one 
of several private organisations 
operating in the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries that were 
established in tasmania and 
Great Britain to sponsor desirable 
immigrants in Tasmania.  In 1853 a 
special branch of the Society was 
created ‘to procure from Scotland 
the most useful labour sought for by 
employers in general’. the Society 
worked through the Government 
bounty system, purchasing blank 
bounty tickets which were sent to 
a special agent in Scotland. the 
Society received a Government grant 
in 1855.
the requirements were for immigration 

applicants to be under 30 and have a 
certificate of baptism, a reference, and a 
trade.  

 the St. Andrew’s emigration Society 
chartered the Canadian-built 522 ton 
clipper ship “Broomielaw” to deliver 264 
Scottish Emigrants to Tasmania in 1856 
and again in 1859 with 226 passengers. The 
S.S. Broomielaw, built in Quebec in 1856, 
left Broomielaw Quay on the Clyde River, Glasgow on 20th December 1856 on its first 

voyage.  It arrived in Launceston on 1st April 
1857 with Peter Blyth as Master, Du Croz & 
Co, Agents with passengers – Dr. James 
Smith and 264 Scotch (sic) immigrants. 

the imports on the Broomielaw was 
reported as: 30 tons pig iron. Du Croz & Co.; 8 
casks soda ash, 40 tons pig-iron. 5 tons coke, 
8 barrels pre-served provisions, 3 packages 
cheese, 5 cases herrings, 2 barrels lime juice, 
8 ditto pearl- barley, 5 bags 2 tierces rice, 5 
boxes sago, 5 casks soda, 1 case hosiery. 1 
ditto accordions, eighteen ditto Muntz’s yellow 
metal, 2 casks composition nails, 6 bales 
matting, A. B. Armour; 4 boxes manufactures. 
Bogle, Kerr. & Co.; 725 iron pipes, the Mayor 
of Launceston; 1 box apparel, Mrs. Paton

By elaine Crawford
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the following articles describe the 
harrowing journey. the ship was, as 
described by the passengers, a complete 
wreck and had to be repaired several times.  
the passengers were so thankful that they 
published a letter of appreciation in the local 
paper, thanking Captain Blyth.

On board the 1856 sailing were Simon 
Stewart, son of Alexander and Mary 
Stewart, from Ferintosh, Scotland and his 
wife Margaret Stewart daughter of Coll 
Lamont and Mary Ross from Kilmuir on the 
Isle of Skye, Scotland.   Also onboard were 

Margaret’s sisters: Christina (who married 
henry Dolbel soon after arrival), Catherine 
and her husband, Duncan McPherson, their 
1yr old son Donald McPherson who died 
on the Broomielaw at sea, and her brother 
Angus Lamont. 

The following is Simon Stewart’s proof of baptism (This birth/baptism is noted as 1828 
however his official records show he was born in 1823 and would not have been eligible for 
the free trip) and reference:
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Simon and Margaret were sponsored 
by Mr Bonney at torquay, east Devonport 
where they spent two years before moving 
to Sprent where they were the third family 
to settle in the district. the Dolbel and 
McPherson families moved to Sprent around 
the same time and settled on neighbouring 
properties.  there was only rough tracks and 
uncleared land to the property – but that’s 
another story.

It appears that Simon and his family 
lost contact as the following article was 
published in tasmanian newspapers in 
1902 by his uncles looking for next of kin:  It 
appears that his family in Scotland did not 
know of his wife or any offspring.
h t t p : / / t r o v e . n l a . g o v. a u / n d p / d e l /
article/9590644

The Mercury (Hobart, Tas.) 
In the Petition presented on the 26th 

current to the Sheriff of the Counties of 
Ross and Cromarty and Sutherland at 
Dingwall, Scotland, by COLIN STEWART, 
residing at BROOMHILL COTTAGE, in the 
Parish of URQUHART, and County of Ross 
and Cromarty, Scotland, and DONALD 
STEWART, residing at BROOMHILL 
COTTAGE aforesaid, the sole next of kin 
of Simon Stewart, sometime labourer at 
Heights of Balnabeen, in the said Parish 
of Urquhart, and now believed to be 
dead, and of the deceased Hugh Stewart, 

sometime residing at Knockbain, in the 
Parish of Knockbain, and County of Ross 
and Cromarty aforesaid, PETITIONERS to 
have it inter alia judicially found and declared 
that the said Simon Stewart, who removed 
from Heights of Balnabeen aforesaid to Leith 
in or about the year 1857, and in that year 
emigrated from Leith to Tasmania, died in 
or about December, 1864 ; or if not, to find 
that he must be presumed to have died 
without lawful issue in the year 1864, the 
Sheriff-Substitute has issued the following 
Interlocutor:

Dingwall, 29th September, 1902.
The Sheriff-Substitute having considered 

the foregoing Petition, directs intimation 
of its presentation and purport to be made 
once in each of the daily newspapers, the 
“Hobart Mercury” and the “Launceston 
Examiner,” and the weekly newpaper, the 
“Gazette” of Hobart, and also once in each 
of the “Scotsman” and “Rossshire Journal” 
newspapers; and ordains parties interested 
to lodge answers thereto, if so advised, 
within sixty days from tho date of the latest 
advertisement.

(Signed), HAY SHENNAN.
Of all which notice is hereby given 

accordingly.
JOHN MACRAE, Solicitor, Dingwall, Agent 

for Petitioners. 29thSeptember1902,
GOVERNMENT ADVERTISEMENTS.

Sources:  Linc Tasmania, http://www.linc.tas.gov.au and Trove Digitised Newspapers, 
http://trove.nla.gov.au

Simon and Margaret’s homestead at Sprent, tasmania with their three 
sons Alexander, Simon and Angus in the foreground

What’s in a name?
One recent amusement was the typing out of the 

entire old parochial register of Dingwall’s parish church. 
Something over 5000 names, the earliest recorded in 1663. 
I can’t quite finish it from the microfilm I’ve been working 
from as that’s too dark and unclear in many places, but in 
due course I’ll go to edinburgh and see if I can’t tidy up the 
loose ends of CH62/1-3 there.

this is all going into my Dingwall Family Übertree 
Project: a large RootsMagic file of all the Dingwall families 
I can identify, with their links by marriage or employment, 
sometimes where they came from and often where they 
went to. there are stories slowly coming together of 
Dingwall’s part in the spread of the British empire and 
especially on the history of Canada, but the railways of 
Argentina and the gold rushes in Australia all get a look-in.

For this piece I’m starting at home though, with a few 
interesting names that expose a bit of culture. Please bear 
in mind that I am rather sharing my ignorance with you, but 
if you quietly drop me a note to point out where I’ve erred 
and strayed from my way like a lost sheep I will be grateful. 
If you can add to the connexions I’ll be even more so.

the present parish church of St Clement’s is a mere 
two centuries in place, and it took over from one with 
an occasionally problematical existence. A local artist 
contributed a sketch drawn from the memory of an old man 
in 1849 showing a design you can see today if you look at 
the old parish church in edderton. the records kindly gave 
me a plan of Dingwall’s drawn in the 1770s when it was 
roofed with slates. Going back further to the 21st of June 
1733 and that’s the day someone went shooting pigeons 
for his tea. I’ve fired the full-bore black-powder weapons 
at farm shows, and as well as a BOOOM they produce a 
twenty-foot-long plume of smoke and sparks. If you shoot 
one of these things on a summer’s day at pigeons roosting 
quietly on the bone-dry heather-grown divots of a church 
roof you could set fire to it, just like Kenneth Bayne did. 
We’ll leave him there explaining his actions while we time-

By Jonathan McColl

the only positive 
aspect my patient 

wife sees in my 
hobby of looking at 
what my daughter 
calls dismissively 

but with some 
sensitivity for my 
feelings “his old 

dead things” is that 
I’m not lurching 

drunkenly out 
of the pub of an 

evening ogling the 
passers-by. So 

instead I’m to be 
found under giant 
yews kneeling on 

exposed grave 
slabs dusting 

them with talcum 
powder, or 

drawing wonderful 
fan charts of 

the pedigree of 
someone who has 

written to me about 
their Dingwall 

ancestry. 
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travel back another few generations and we 
might find this church being built anew to 
replace an even older one dedicated to St 
Mary at one stage, which I’d guess had had 
its own troubles what with Cromwell and 
John Knox. 

Anyway, the year 1663 saw John MacRa 
in post as schoolmaster and session clerk 
and starting the extant register; well he was 
there a year later—and was the Minister in 
even later years—so I’d guess it was his hand 
on the earliest pages. the endpaper has this 

piece of Latin verse:  
Non vox sed votum, non musica Chordo
ME præceptorem Cum Wideris…

this may be a scholarly moan, punning 
on the verses of Tommaso di Celano (1185-
1260): 

not being hampered by a well-taught 
knowledge of Latin, I fancy this to be a 
sorrowful music teacher despairing of his 
place stuck in a Dingwall classroom: “not 
voice, but vow, not caterwauling music, 
Me, the teacher like they had ever seen…” 
‘Chordo’ is a catgut string for an instrument, 
‘Wideris’, videris?

nowadays Dingwall is part of the highlands 
but in the early 18th Century we were anything 
but, certainly not the wild Irish-speaking part. 
no, we were civilised. Spoke english, taught 
it in schools, kept official records in it. Don’t 
ask why the preachers sermonised in Gaelic 
then and even 200 years later when William 
MacRae (brother of the Provost) spoke in it to 
his congregations here and in new Zealand. 

What did I notice about the names in the 
register?

The honorific “Mr” was only used for the 
educated, the well-off and the powerful: 
Mr Donald Cameron (writer), Mr Kenneth 

Mackenzie (merchant and farmer at 
Bridaig), Mr David Aitken (surveyor and 
farmer at Pitglassie), Mr Alexander Simpson 
(schoolteacher and Baillie). Mr Donald Ross, 
gardener at tulloch, surprised me a bit, but it 
was pointed out to me that the ‘gardener’ to 
the major landowner around Dingwall and all 
across Ross was a senior figure himself, and 
more into managing the landscaping of the 
estate rather than just looking after the onions 
and potatoes at home.

Watching the development of names 
through the generations was interesting 
too. there were plenty of Beatons spelt in 
various ways even when the fancier Bethune 
was imported. Records in the register and 
on gravestones and in more modern vital 
certificates showed that the names were 
likely pronounced the same and one family 
could use both spellings.

People named Clearach had descendants 
that translated the name into Clerk or Clark. 
I found Gows, but none that I noticed had 
retranslated their ancestral occupation-name 
into the english of Smith. the followers of 
holy figures Gille Chriost, Gille Michael, Gille 
Andro were here for generations. I’ve not 
noticed any Gilchrists or Carmichaels, but 
there are still Gillanders in the area. Why 
did all the then-current generation of Carrs 
suddenly start spelling their name Kerr in the 
1790s? Presumably its pronunciation didn’t 
change, certainly the 20th-century actress 
Deborah Kerr was pronounced like that—not 
that I think she came from Dingwall. I think 
my favourite name is one I suspect came 
from travelling ancestors, known in Victorian 
times as egyptians but to us as Gipsies or 
Roma and there are Romany words in the 
Dingwall cant even now. this name is tolmie, 
first mentioned here in the 1780s but in 1842 
one entry was spelled ‘Ptolemy’ perhaps 
reflecting an attitude or a fanciful etymology 
and the extra syllable reflects normal Gaelic 
pronunciation. they are still living and working 
around here today.

And given names went through similar 
metamorphoses, with ‘Classical’ variations to 
give a civilising influence to the Gaelic ones 
people would use every day. Alasdair was 
turned to Alexander, Ruaridh to Roderick, and 
I dare say I’d one day find a Roman or Greek 
etymology to see how Gillesbuig/Gillespie 
morphed into Archibald. Many girls of all 
statuses over the centuries were baptised 
euphemia. the diminutive of these was usually 
effy, Phemie or euphie and I quite strongly 

suspect this came from the beautiful name 
Aoife, pronounced something like eefeh in 
Ireland today. Caristíona moved to Christina, 
was Puritanised to Christian, shortened 
initially to Kirsty (to match Ciorstaidh) but 
transmogrified to the more modern, secular—
and perhaps accidentally original—Christina 
(and thus Christy) later in the 1800s. The Norse 
Griselda grew diminutives Grissel and Grizzel 
and Girzel but was modernised to Grace. 
the ch of Murdoch is now only pronounced 
in surnames, given names often missed out 
the letters and the Gaelic was pronounced 
Muracha anyway. the trilling of the letter R 
in henry led to it being spelt hendrie. Few 
Janets were called anything other than the 
Gaelic equivalent of Seònaid’s diminutive 
Seasaidh ie Jessie. the popularity of Barbara 
may well have come from Barabil, which also 
moved to Annabel(la). Alice is spelled in many 
variations of ellies, because it started as eilis 
in the first place, but pronounced Ay-leesh. 
17th-Century girls were baptised Marie, 
presumably a spelling of Mairi and stressed 
on the first syllable, not the French named 
stressed on the second. there were many 
Agneses, likely from una or perhaps Aine 
and I think pronounced similarly (Aw-nyeh, 
imagine ‘Agnes’ as a French word) as well as 
giving the easy move to Ann. One possible 
evidential line is in 1844 where a mother was 
named Agnes Antolomy, and I suspect this 
is a mixture of both forms of the name for a 
woman called Ann tolmie elsewhere, with the 
intrusive ‘o’ from Gaelic pronunciation. 

Gaelic patronymic naming in the earlier 
pages adds extra interest and difficulties 
especially when anglicized or phoneticised. 
the near-generation-long gap in the recording 
of baptisms between 1721-1740—perhaps 
relating to the burning of the church in 1733—
coincides most annoyingly with a reduction 
of this name form in favour of the Scots-
orthodox family surnaming. It is thus generally 
difficult to link A mac B vic C with his son D 
Mace although the occasional use of ‘alias’ 
helps. Assuming (safely) that Mac = son of, 
Vic = Mhaic would be ‘of the sons of’, ie with 
an ancestor named so-and-so. While nien 
is obviously nighean = daughter, Dwelly tells 

me that its equivalent nic is a contraction of 
that, from which I infer that it was contracted 
when the g of nighean was still pronounced 
and he does give a 16th century usage of 
it. Occasionally I can go to reconstructing a 
family from this form of naming.

 the register is not always so clear as this 
entry when the words all run together in a 
dark-edged page of a monochrome microfilm. 
here we have the baptism of daughters 
“Morrich & Greadach twin children to Donald 
macalisterviccolroy & agnes nien Donnchie 
vic alister vicgillichallum”. Many names—
such as Marie nien William vic George—are 
fairly obvious despite elision, but mac Coil is 
the Scots version of the Gaelic mac Dhonaill 
(son of Donald) as the pronunciation was 
not far away from that. Ditto mac Conehy 
is the pronunciation and spelling for mac 
Dhonnchaidh (son of Duncan) and mac 
urchie came from mac Mhurchaidh (son of 
Murdo). the female names don’t appear to 
have the aspiration (not sure why) so nien Doil 
or nien Donehy are the feminine equivalents. 
The example above from 1666 I would read 
as Morag and Greadach (I can’t think of an 
equivalent for her: Grady? Grace?), daughters 
of Donald, son of Alasdair, descendant of 
Red Donald, and Ann daughter of Duncan, 
Alasdair’s son descendant of Gillicolm. Colm/
Callum is a common enough highland (and 
Irish) name, so that earliest chap may have 
been a Malcolm son of (ie follower of) another 
Malcolm, or a disciple of the St Colmcille, or 
perhaps another reason.

One name in the early register rather sticks 
out amidst all the viceans and icinlas (sons 
of Iain or Finlay in modern spelling), can you 
spot it in this one? Keneth mac ranald vic 
sirduncan. there is a scattering of the family 
of Sir Duncan all through the 17th Century 
register. Published material elsewhere 
helped, but I was able to build up a tree of 
descendants of Duncan Bane, third laird of 
the estate of tulloch, who dwelt here in his 
family castle from the 1550s to the 1620s, 
all from the patronymic naming in the parish 
register that wasn’t started until 40 years after 
he died.

What’s in a name? A whole culture.

Non vox, sed votum
not a voice, but a vow
non clamor sed amor,
not shouting, but love
non cordula sed cor,

not heartache, but heart
psallit in aure Dei

Are music in the ears of the Lord
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Where was James Dallas of Cantray buried after Culloden?

Some time ago I purchased some MI publications from hFhS in pursuit of my 
Dallas family history. In the Introduction to the Croy Churchyard publication 
it states ‘James Dallas of Cantray was a Jacobite Officer, a Captain in the 
Mackintosh Regiment that fought at the Battle of Culloden. he was one of 
sixteen out of twenty-one officers in the regiment who were killed during the 
battle. He was buried originally on the battlefield but, following disinterment, 
was supposed to have been buried at Croy. No stone was found to confirm this’.

More recently I was sent, 
by a family history contact, an 
article published in 1896 by 
George Bain the noted nairn 
historian, entitled ‘the Last 
of her Race’. this is about 
Miss elizabeth Jane Dallas of 
Cantray who died at nairn 2nd 
November 1890 and is buried 
beneath Memorial No. 137 at 
Croy Churchyard. 

the article ‘the Last of her 
Race’, reproduced here, is 
in itself very interesting, but 
particularly interesting are the 
last two paragraphs which 
throw light on what happened 
to the body of James Dallas 
of Cantray. It says that when 
Miss Dallas’s grave was being 
dug the gravedigger unearthed 
a skull which had a bullet hole 
under the left temple. Further 
corroboration on page three 
states that James Dallas was 
‘killed by a bullet in the brain’.

George Bain was a 
contemporary of Miss Dallas in 
nairn and probably living there 
when she died so what he 
has written would have been 
obtained from local sources 
and perhaps even from Miss 
Dallas herself. therefore it 
seems reasonable to assume 
that what he has written is true 
and that James Dallas was 
indeed buried in 1745 in the 
same plot where Miss Dallas 
was buried later in 1890. 

the fact that there is no stone 
to mark the grave of James 
Dallas was probably deliberate 
at the time and the secret kept 
by family and supporters.

By Peter Dallas
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Alexander McDonald 
(1855 – 1874) Dores

Reply to Query

It has always intrigued me and I wondered 
who this young man was and what fate had 
befallen him. I was surprised to discover that 
although I am not related to him, I am related to 
his descendants.

Alexander was born in 1855 at Dores to 
Alexander McDonald, a wood labourer, and 
elizabeth (Betsy) McDonald.  he was one 
of 12 children. The birthplace of his father is 
stated as being in the parish of Lochalsh and 
his mother’s at Creich, Sutherland. Prior to his 
apprenticeship with Highland Railways, Alex 
was a stable boy at the Dores Inn** (an old 
coaching Inn) on the southern shores of Loch 
ness.

his death was not connected to the 
Railways, but to a serious intestinal disorder 
(intussusception) quite rare in adults, and 
occurring more frequently in males. In most 
cases it was the result of an underlying medical 
condition, e.g. a tumour.

His death certificate states he died on 
29th April 1874 at or near Balnastraid, which 
lies close to Duthil, ne of Carrbridge and 
the duration of his illness was 5 days. there 
had been a hospital near Batten, which was 
close to Balnastraid and it had been used to 
tend causalities among men working on the 

highland Railway.  
The doctor who certified his death was James 

Mcnee, a well-known doctor and surgeon, who 
resided on Bridge Street, Inverness. It would 
appear that after his death Alexander’s body 
was taken back to Inverness and examined 
by Dr Mcnee, who gave the cause of death 
as ‘probably intupresception of the bowels’ 
(as written by registrar) and the death was 
registered at Dores.

the job of a boilermaker was to construct 
and repair rail rolling stock such as wagons and 
locomotives, but they also trained in structural 
fabrication and may have been involved in work 
on towers, bridges and structural supports. 
the memorial constructed from metal was a 
fine gesture from his comrades at work.

Alexander’s father died of stomach cancer in 
1888 so perhaps young Alex had an underlying 
hereditary condition after all. 

I am told by a great-grandniece of Alexander 
that his memorial had at one time been painted 
black. 

** On page 25 of the little book produced by 
South Loch ness heritage is a reference to the 
Dores Inn.  they say it has probably been in use 
as an inn from around 1875, a few years later 
than the census entry indicates.

Ella Cook (No. 1178) recently sent this to the 
editor: - Following my query in the February 
journal regarding my great uncle William 
Chisholm and his marriage in Canada c1916 
I’ve had a reply from a lovely lady called Laurel 
Lahay, who stays in Campbell River, B.C. I was 
quite taken aback at the lengths she went to, 
sending me William’s marriage date, census 
sheets etc. Also included was marriage details 
of William’s widow Maggie ellen and her 
second husband John Henry Tyler in 1919 as 
well as passenger details from SS Coronia of 
their return journey to Canada after a vacation 
to Britain in 1924. There was even a printout 
of John Henry Tyler’s death certificate at 
Essendale B.C. in 1938. Thank you Laurel for 
everything. With help from my friend Ray at this 
end, I am now in the process of applying for 
an extract of William & Maggie Ellen’s marriage 
certificate, something only possible through 
the help and kindness of others.

the person who responded to this query, 
Laurel Lahay, sent a copy of the letter she sent 
to ella. It included details of several websites 
in Canada that members may find of interest.

Dear Mrs. Cook,
I read your query in the February 2014 

edition of the hFhS Journal and since I live in 
British Columbia, Canada, I took the liberty of 
doing some research for you.  I’m not related to 
your family but I do have highland roots as my 
grandfather, Allan Mitchell Beaton was born in 
1893 at Midcoul farm which is halfway between 
Inverness and nairn.

I wasn’t able to find any records to determine 
whether or not your great uncle, William 
Chisholm and his wife Maggie had any 
children.  I was, however, able to find out that 
William Chisholm married Maggie ellen Irvine 
in Winnipeg, Manitoba on Feb. 4th 1916.  The 
Manitoba Vital Statistics Agency database of 
early births, marriages and deaths is very useful.  
It displays indexes of births (more than 100 
years ago), marriages (more than 80 years ago) 
and deaths (more than 70 years ago).  Copies 
of registrations may be ordered online for a fee. 
the databases for births only show births from 
1914 and earlier so therefore I wasn’t able to 
search for any children born after 1914.  http://
vitalstats.gov.mb.ca/Query.php

As you discovered, William Chisholm died in 
W.W.1.  I noticed that his military records have 

been digitized and are available for viewing 
free-of-charge on the Library and Archives 
Canada website.  It was unfortunate that he 
died on Oct. 17th 1918, less than one month 
before the war ended.  this left his wife Maggie 
as a widow but a year later, I discovered 
that she had married John henry tyler on 
Nov. 20th 1919 in Vancouver, B.C.  I found 
this information on the B.C. Royal Museum/ 
B.C. Archives database.  this free-of-charge 
website provides the actual images of birth, 
marriage and death registrations, however not 
all registrations have been digitized.  Births 
(1854-1903), Marriages (1872-1937), Deaths 
(1872-1992), Colonial marriages (1859-1872) 
and Baptisms (1836-1888) are available on this 
site so it’s an invaluable resource.
http://search-collections.royalbcmuseum.
bc.ca/Genealogy/basicSearch

The Canadian 1921 census, available on 
Ancestry, reveals that Maggie and John were 
living with Maggie’s parents David and Mary 
Irvine in Vancouver, B.C.  there were three 
grandchildren with the surname of Irvine living 
with Maggie’s parents and brother so they were 
most likely the children of Maggie’s sibling, 
William Irvine. John henry tyler was listed as 
a lodger and a railway employee.  he had also 
enlisted in the war and his attestation paper 
can be viewed at the Library and Archives 
Canada website – Soldiers of the First World 
War CeF: http://www.collectionscanada.
gc.ca/databases/cef/001042-100.01-e.php   
Library and Archives Canada is undertaking 
an ambitious project of digitizing the military 
records of Canada’s First World War soldiers 
(Canadian Expeditionary Force). This project 
is designed to preserve the original records as 
well as commemorating the centennial of the 
soldiers’ contribution towards the First World 
War.  All of these digitized records should be 
available for viewing in 2015.  The first set 
(surnames A – D) should be available online in 
the summer of 2014.

In 1924, Maggie and John Tyler took a 
vacation overseas.  the passenger lists were 
again found on Ancestry. their passenger 
declarations give the names of family members 
in the uK.  B.C. directories are online through 
the Vancouver Public Library http://www.vpl.
ca/bccd/index.php I found a listing for John h. 
tyler who was employed as a waiter (CnR) from 

Within Dores Cemetery, 
Inverness-shire is an 
ornate iron memorial to 
an Alex McDonald, age 
19 years, apprentice 
boilermaker. It bears 
on the inscription 
‘erected as a token of 
esteem by his fellow 
workmen, Locomotive 
Department, highland 
Railway, Inverness’ 
and it also displays the 
symbol of a steam train.

By Anne MacKintosh

By Laurel Lahay 
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1923 to 1926. His home address was listed as 
904 West 22nd Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. This 
is the same address that was stated on the 
passenger lists.

It appears that Maggie was left as a widow 
once again, as I found an entry on the B.C. 
Archives site for the death of a John henry tyler 
at Essondale, B.C.  on June 27th, 1938.  There 
was no online digitized image available for this 
record so I went to the Provincial Archives while 
visiting Victoria, B.C. and was able to get a copy 
of John henry tyler’s death registration.  he was 
manic depressive and died of carcinoma of the 
bladder. Riverview hospital (essondale) was a 
psychiatric hospital located in Coquitlam, B.C. 

near Vancouver.  I was unable to find a death 
for Maggie ellen tyler or Margaret ellen tyler on 
the B.C. Archives website.  She may have died 
after 1992 as death registration images are only 
available before this date.  Perhaps she had 
moved to another province or out of the country.  
the B.C. Archives will soon be including death 
registrations up to 1993.

I’ve decided to submit this letter to the 
hFhS journal for publication in hopes that it 
helps others who are researching ancestors 
in British Columbia, Canada.  Attached are all 
relevant documents. I hope I have been of some 
assistance.
laurellahay@hotmail.com

New Members:
2655. Mr Dennis Hodgson – Whitby, Yorkshire YO21 3TG.
2656. Mr Chris halliday – Inverness IV2 6GY.
2657. Mr David Taylor – Edinburgh EH11 1RP.
2658. Mrs Sally Butler – Sabine 75948, U. S. A.
2659. Miss Patricia Barnes – Neilston, East Renfrewshire G78 3DS.
2660. Mr Ian McRae – Grimsby, N. E. Lincolnshire DN37 9JW.
2661. Mrs Rosalie Raftis – Glen Forrest, W. Australia 6071.
Resignations:
0523. Mrs Margaret Donelly.
Deaths:
0435. Mrs Barrie Tulloch
0956. Mrs Flora Campbell

MEMBERS’ DETAILS

While browsing in an antique store, Laurel found an old postcard of Essondale dated 1932




