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I missed Norman Newton’s talk last month to 
attend the funeral in Cambridge of my aunt, 
who had died a couple of weeks before at the 
age of 100 years and 6 months. She had lived 
so long that her son died before her – about 
18 months previously – and as a result I was 
asked to deliver the Eulogy. As I remarked in 
opening, “What can one say in a few minutes 
about a life that lasted a hundred years?”  

Fifty-odd years ago I had sat in the assembly 
hall at school and been entranced by a wonderful 
series of historical documentary films entitled “A 
Time To Remember” (now available in a revised 
form on DVD), and the most memorable of 
them for me was the one about the “Edwardian 
Summer” – the years leading up to the First World 
War. Even in the early 1960s that seemed not just 
an age ago, but a totally different world; and it’s 
one I visited again and again in my subsequent 
historical and literary studies at school and 
university, as Women’s Lib built on the efforts of 
the Suffragettes, and the Irish Troubles reaped 
the whirlwind of the Home Rule Crisis that would 
almost certainly have brought Britain to civil war, 
had not the greater conflict intervened. 

This was the world into which my aunt had been 
born. A world in which radio was still restricted to 
telegraphy, phones were unknown in all but the 
richest homes, computers and TV hadn’t even 
been dreamt of, and space flight existed only in 
the realms of H. G. Wells fertile imagination. It 
is of course also the world of Downton Abbey, 
and the “Edwardian Summer” dwelt as lovingly 
on all the aristocratic excesses of the age as 
Lord Fellowes’s high class soap. It also however 
showed the poverty in which the vast majority 
of the country lived; the treatment dished out 
to striking workers (many were shot dead); the 
bitter battles fought by Peers to obstruct the 
introduction of even the meanest and most basic 
of social security, and the subsequent attempts 
to reform the House of Lords – which of course 
are still on-going today.

When I talked to my mother – the last of her 
generation of that family still living – about the 
conditions into which her elder sister was born, 
she described what was then a middle-class city 
household still lit by gas, with no running hot 
water, and milk delivered in a churn straight from 
the farm; and that was the 1930s, when my aunt 
was already going out to work. None of this, of 
course, is news to fellow family historians, but 

it was to some cousins at the funeral, even of 
my generation – let alone to their children and 
grandchildren. Needless to say, what applied in 
southern England in the 1930s, was still true for 
much of the Scottish Highlands decades later, 
and I well remember taking tea in the 1960s 
by oil-lamp in my grandmother’s cottage in 
Drumnadrochit (and indeed, by gas-light in her 
Edinburgh house). 

In my mother’s reminiscences, mention was 
made of an uncle – the youngest brother of my 
Boer War veteran grandfather – who was sent to 
seek his fortune in Canada. Though my mother’s 
family learnt that he had married, they lost touch 
with him soon after hearing that his wife and only 
child had both died. By a curious coincidence, 
I was contacted a few weeks ago by the family 
solicitor in Cambridge with news of a legacy from 
the daughter of another brother of my grandfather, 
that would have to be divided up amongst all the 
heirs of the siblings – which meant we needed to 
discover the fate of my mother’s uncle in Canada, 
and whether he had left any heirs.

Fortunately this great uncle of mine had a very 
unusual combination of names, so it was not 
difficult to find something about him in Ancestry.
com. Firstly I found the record of his passage 
from Liverpool to Halifax in 1911, and then his 
Canadian army enlistment papers from 1916 – 
which gave us an address in a settlement just 
outside Edmonton, Alberta.  So far so good – 
especially as subsequent enquiries amongst 
the descendants of another of my grandfather’s 
brothers revealed that Herbert had stayed in 
touch with them until the Second World War, 
when he had sent food parcels to them from 
Canada. However they don’t know when he died, 
nor whether he left any children – though his 
letters never mentioned any family.

A simple enough problem you would have 
thought for an experienced genealogist. Find his 
death certificate, which should mention any wife; 
then look for any will or probate proceedings to 
see if he left heirs in Canada. Alberta however 
is not Scotland – nor indeed England – and not 
only is there no online index to death certificates 
in the province, but unless he died more than 50 
years ago, I’m not entitled even to know when he 
died, let alone to see his death certificate. Such 
privileges are granted only to the next of kin. If 
however he died without heirs in Canada, my 
mother may well be his next of kin; but I can’t 
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establish that without seeing his death certificate. 
A classic Catch 22; and that’s not all.

Nobody in Alberta can walk into their equivalent 
of the General Register Office to search the 
indexes and see, or buy to see, a certificate – be 
it of birth, death, or marriage. Everyone must use 
an “Agency” to access these public records; one 
for Alberta residents, and one for everyone else. 
OK; so I contact the Alberta Aliens’ Agency (that’s 
not what it’s called – but you get my drift) to ask 
them how I get round Catch 22; and what do they 
tell me? They tell me how to pay them to access 
a record I’m entitled to see – which I already know 
from examining their website – and totally ignore 
the problem of what I’m supposed to do if I’m not, 
according to their Catch 22, able to show that I’m 

entitled to view the record. In other words, as a 
commercial body – with a monopoly of access 
for aliens to the Alberta registers – they’re only 
interested, or capable, of telling somebody how to 
add to their profits, and either not able or willing to 
help somebody with a more complicated enquiry. 

Sound familiar? Well, ScotlandsPeople/
Brightsolid probably haven’t quite got there yet; 
but I wouldn’t be at all surprised if that’s not the 
end they have in view. Happily the trend is still 
open to question, and we have in the last few days 
received a further communication from GROS 
about these matters – which will be included and 
discussed in the next issue of the Journal.  

  
Graeme Mackenzie

For some time prior to December 1898, the 
district of Abernethy and surrounding areas 
had been subject to much lawlessness.  This 
was causing great frustration to the local 
constabulary and unease within the community.  
This state of affairs was bought to a head on 
the afternoon of Tuesday, 20th December at 
approximately 4 pm when a deliberate and cold 
blooded murder took place.  The newspapers 
called it The Speyside Tragedy. 

The Aberdeen Journal on Wednesday, 21 
December, under the banner Terrible Tragedy in 
the North, reported that on the morning of the 
previous day, PC Thomas King of Nethy Bridge 
police station and the neighbouring PC at Boat 
of Garten, Macnevin, were ordered to search the 
area of Milton of Tulloch about four miles from 
both Nethy Bridge and Boat of Garten, where 
they had finally tracked the notorious poacher 
Allan Macallum.  They had been searching for 
the previous three weeks.  Tulloch is on the 
Seafield Estate in the almost impenetrable forest 
of Abernethy and glowered over by the dark and 
brooding Cairngorms.  A dark and foreboding 
place for the dark deed that was, that day, to be 
committed.

It was in this place that one May Macpherson 
‘Black May’ and her daughter Christina Grant 
resided in a ‘miserable wooden shanty.’   It had 
been established that the about to be murderer, 
had been lodging with the two women.  He 
was, even then, a fugitive from justice, having 
previously been sentenced, in his absence, at 
the Inverness Sheriff Court to ‘fourteen days 

imprisonment for poaching’.  A warrant had been 
issued for his arrest, a fact of which he would have 
been well aware.  It was this warrant which the two 
policemen were attempting to serve on him.  

On the fateful morning, King and Macnevin 
had closed in on the fugitive whom they believed 
to be holed up in the lodging.  They had noticed 
fresh tracks in the snow at the back of the house 
indicating that Macallum had made a hasty retreat 
but they decided to question the women. They 
were still in bed but they bade the policemen 
wait awhile in the expectation that Macallum 
would return.  When he did not after some time, 
the men left the house and walked about three 
hundred yards when Macnevin looked back and 
noticed ‘Black May’ leaving the hovel and heading 
off in another direction.  Macnevin followed her 
for some distance but eventually lost her in the 
undergrowth.

On returning but whilst still some distance away 
from King, Macnevin, who was not acquainted 
with Macallum, was accosted by the fugitive 
himself on a vantage point overlooking the road.  
He pointed a gun at Macnevin and warned him not 
to come another inch further or he would put a 
bullet in his, Macnevin’s, heart.  Macnevin asked 
him why he would put anything in his heart as the 
pair had nothing against each other.  Macallum 
replied that he supposed they were after him 
for the previous fine.  He said he would pay the 
fine but he would fight for his liberty this time.  
Macnevin said he would take as much of the fine 
as Macallum could give.    Macallum warned him 
not to come any closer or he would fire.  Macnevin 

The Speyside Tragedy
By Jocelyn Gould

then tried another ruse and asked him if he would 
come with him to PC King to sign a document and 
that he would be bothered no more.  This did not 
work either and Macallum went off in the direction 
of Easter Tulloch.  Macnevin continued on to rejoin 
PC King so they could continue their watch on the 
house and the local area.

Later that afternoon, the local postman by the 
name of Grant, was delivering to the neighbouring 
house, when he met the two police constables just 
about to return to Nethy Bridge.  On questioning, 
he informed them that he had seen Macallum going 
in the direction of the house of May Macpherson 
not long before.  Determined to complete the task 
allocated to them, the policemen returned to the 
location to quarry the fugitive.

The Aberdeen Journal described the scene of 
the crime as ‘a hovel which had a rickety doorless 
porch on the outside’, then an internal passage 
with a room leading off to each side; the right 
hand door to the bedroom and the left hand door 
to the kitchen. There was ‘a small window about 
twelve inches by eighteen inches giving light to 
the passage but the chief source of light was from 
a number of holes in the rotten roof’.  Whilst the 
passage would have been fairly well lit during  
the day, at 4pm on a December winters day, the 
approximate time the murder was committed, the 
room would have been pitch black.  

It was decided that PC Macnevin would enter 
the room on the right – the bedroom – and PC King 
would search the room on the left – the kitchen.  
Macnevin groped around in the darkened room and 
was barked at by a dog.  Subsequent examination 
showed the rooms to be in ‘a fearfully filthy and 
disreputable state’.  The only light entering the 
kitchen was through in a small window comprising 
two broken panes of glass above the lower two 
panes which were covered with pieces of tin.

As the policemen were fairly sure their quarry 
was in the hut, according to the Journal report, 
King called out before entering the kitchen, “Hello 
Allan, are you there?”  The murderer is reported 
to have said, “Yes, what do you have to say to 
me?”  “Oh” said King “I want to speak to you for 
a minute.”  King then opened the door but got no 
further.  A shot rang out.  Macnevin, who was in 
the bedroom, shouted for King and Grant, as he 
thought he had been shot at.  He rushed towards 
the kitchen, but in the pitch black, could see 
nothing.  He rushed outside and Grant said that 
Macallum had run away but King was still in the 
house.  He ran back inside to the kitchen door and 
stumbled on the body of his comrade and, as it 
turned out, foully murdered.

King had been stooping to enter the room, as 
he was tall man, when, there being just enough 

light in the doorway, the shot was fired.  Macallum 
was a very experienced poacher and that was all 
the light he needed.  As he fled, he dropped the 
gun at his victim’s feet – ‘a single barrelled muzzle 
loading gun.’  The dog had fled with the gunman.

The body of the murdered man was taken 
outside to the house of the neighbour, Betsy 
Geddes.  Macnevin borrowed a spring cart 
belonging to Mr McAulay and drove hastily to 
Nethy Bridge to raise the alert.  Officers and 
men from Inverness were despatched by the five 
o’clock train for Nethy Bridge.  Doctor Barclay 
of Nethy Bridge was called immediately and his 
examination showed that the bullet had entered 
the body after passing through the police uniform, 
two vests, a shirt and flannel and also a thick 
cotton pad which ‘he wore in case of encounter 
with the desperate characters he met with in his 
rounds’ and also a hard covered pocket book.  It 
was found that ‘the pellets struck the lower apex 
of the heart, splitting it and lodging in the left lung’.  
Death would have been instantaneous.

The body was subsequently conveyed to the 
home of PC King in Nethy Bridge arriving at about 
two o’clock in the morning after a sad march of 
five miles. ‘The widow and her family were in a 
state of despair.’

The search for the murderer began before first 
light on Wednesday morning.  A Mrs Stewart said 
she saw Macallum running in the direction of 
Loch Garten.  He was heard of at Toneerie where 
he asked the resident, John Stewart, for a pair of 
boots.  He was also reported to have spoken to a 
tramp shoemaker between Skye of Curr and Carr 
Bridge, asking for a match.  Mr Stewart reported 
that he was accompanied by a dog.  The dog was 
later observed to return to Milton of Tulloch alone.

Meanwhile, the Chief Constable, procurator 
fiscal and Doctor Mackay of Inverness arrived in 
Nethy Bridge.  Witnesses were summonsed – PC 
Macnevin, May Macpherson, Christina Grant and 
others while Doctors Mackay and Grant performed 
the post mortem.

The Journal reported that PC King was a man 
of forty-six years of age of ‘a commanding and 
striking appearance’. He had been the police 
constable in Nethy Bridge for about eleven years 
and was ‘a great favourite with the community’.  
He leaves a widow and a family of seven children 
ranging in age from seventeen to three years of 
age.  The eldest, Janet, is a pupil teacher in the 
Public School.

The murder had created great interest in the 
Buckie district where the correspondent to 
the Journal reported that Tom King had been 
connected with Port Gordon where his father, John 
King, lives.  The victim was born on a Morayshire 

05    www.highlandfamilyhistorysociety.org04    www.highlandfamilyhistorysociety.org



In the previous journal an article that was 
first printed 10 years ago on the subject of 
the killing of Constable Thomas King while on 
duty was reprinted. The article prompted the 
following observation from Chris McLennan 
(658), one of our members who lives in New 
Zealand.  “The reprinting of the article about 
Constable Thomas King in the November Journal 
brought back many memories for me. That article 
when printed originally was a breakthrough for my 
friend Jill, in her search for her great grandfather Allan 
McCallum. 

 We had spent a lot of time looking for him without 
success when we were in Scotland in 1991, and I 
still remember the excitement of reading that article 
and knowing immediately that the ‘gamekeeper’ we 
had been looking for was in fact a notorious poacher 
and murderer.  I passed the article on to Jill and she 
contacted Jocelyn Gould, who was able to provide 
quite a bit of information about what became of Allan 
McCallum, but Jill felt that she was embarrassed 
about the connection.

 Jill always laughed about the fact that she was 
“from a long line of female MacPhersons”, and loved 
that her 2x great grandmother was called “Black 
May”. She accepted a murderer onto her tree in much 
the same tone – it was all flesh on the bones, and 
certainly nothing for her to feel ashamed of. I think 
Allan McCallum died in Glasgow about 1929. His 
son emigrated to NZ and worked as a shepherd on a 
sheep station in Wairarapa.”

Constable Thomas King

farm where his father was farm grieve but on Mr 
King senior obtaining work at Port Gordon, the 
family moved there.  His brother John also works 
at Fochabers.  

The murderer is a man of about forty years of 
age, 5 foot 8 inches tall with a powerful build.  He 
is from Lochaber and has been a game keeper at 
Glenmore.  Since coming to live in Abernethy, he 
has been a notorious poacher and most desperate 
character who has been in prison three times.  It 
is the likes of him who have made this district 
notorious by their misdeeds but this event has 
brought the matter to a climax.

The Aberdeen Journal reported on Friday, 23 
December 1898 that Macallum was still at large.  
On Thursday night he called at the house occupied 
by Angus Grant at Clachaig where he was given 

food, the residents too frightened to refuse his 
request.  They deduced by his questioning that 
he was unaware of the murder he had committed.  
The next morning it was found that someone had 
slept in an outhouse at Lurg not far from Clachaig, 
during the night.  It was also deduced that he 
was heading in the direction of Donside by either 
Inchrory or Tomintoul.  There are nine constables 
searching in the immediate vicinity out of a total 
of sixty constables searching in the general 
area.  They are confident of capturing him soon 
as there is little ground cover in that area.  It has 
been surmised that he might have taken his own 
life but the police think he is too great a coward.  
Reinforcements will be despatched to the area to 
assist. 
(To be concluded in May journal) 

This is one for all you NCIS and CSI 
fans. I confess I find these TV series too 
stomach-turning to watch, although my 
teenage daughter is quite blase about the 
goriness. I didn’t think that forensic science 
melodrama would intrude into my family 
history research...

Long time readers may recall an article 
of mine in the magazine from August 1995 
about two brothers from Loch Tay, both 
Congregational ministers,  who undertook 
great evangelical hikes across the Highlands 
in the early 1800s, laying their head wherever 
a friendly bed could be found, and preaching 
wherever an audience could be gathered. 
One, James Dewar (1780-1842), was the 
Congregational minister in Nairn, from  1806 
to his death. The other, Alexander Dewar 
(1785-1849), was the Congregational minister 
in Avoch, in the Black Isle, from 1808 to his 
death.

Alexander had three sons, Alexander (born 
in 1818), Peter (Patrick) James (born in 1819) 
and Aeneas (born on 25 March 1822). I don’t 
know what became of Alexander, but Peter 
James was for a long time the dentist in 
Dingwall, later becoming a chemist there. I 
have always assumed it was he who founded 
the still-existing chemists, Dewar & Hay, in 
Dingwall (but it would be nice for someone to 
confirm this). Peter did a bit of touring of the 
north himself, as a visiting dentist – an 1848 
advert in the John O’Groats Journal tells folk 
to consult him in Mackay’s Hotel, Thurso.

It is, however, the unfortunate Aeneas 
regarding whom the NCIS dimension occurs.

I was looking at the Am Baile newspaper 
index the other day (a surprisingly fruitful 
source of genealogical information - www.
ambaile.org.uk/en/newspapers/index.jsp ) and, 
having finished what I was hunting for, idly did 
a search on “Dewar”. One of the references 

thrown up was an 1883 Miscellaneous entry: 
“Dewar, Aeneas, at Sherry Creek, British 
Columbia, youngest son of the late Reverend 
Alexander Dewar, Avoch, Ross-shire”.  
Intriguing – I hadn’t known what had happened 
to Aeneas as he had seemed to vanish off the 
Census returns. I turned to Google and did a 
search on “Aeneas Dewar” and “Sherry Creek” 
without much anticipation. Strangely, it threw 
up several references to “Cherry Creek” and 
my Aeneas.

It emerged that poor Aeneas had been 
murdered, allegedly by a Chinese gold miner 
called “Smart Aleck” and the investigation of 
his death attracted much publicity. A 1000 
dollar reward was offered for the capture of the 
murderer, a prodigious amount for the time.

The saga that unfolded was this. Aeneas 
had emigrated to Canada – I don’t know 
when. His father’s will, written in 1849 shortly 
before his death, states: “Considering that 
my sons Alexander, Peter and Aeneas Dewar 
and also my daughter Margaret MacKean 
Dewar otherwise Tulloch wife of the Reverend 
John Tulloch Minister of the Free Church at 
Logierait have been either provided for by 
me, or have already received their fair share 
of my means, and considering also that my 
youngest surviving daughter Flora Madline 
Dewar presently residing with me is unmarried 
and not provided for in any way than by these 
presents, and that she has affectionately 
attended to my comfort and wants during the 
infirmities attending my declining years, do 
therefore and for certain other good causes, 
make, constitute and appoint the said Flora 
Madline Dewar to be my sole Executrix and 
universal legatory”. 

This strongly suggests that Aeneas had 
been given his settlement somewhat earlier, 
perhaps staking him to his emigration.

An article by Carolann Wood in British 

AENEAS DEWAR
A subject for forensic 
investigation
by Jim Mackay
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Columbia History (2005, Vol. 38, No. 1, pages 
7-11) suggests that he had in fact emigrated 
to take part in the Californian gold rush, but 
the prospect of gold in British Columbia drew 
him north to Cherry Creek where, according to 
historical sources, “habits that have proven fatal 
to too many in this country” reduced his means.

 Aeneas held potential mining land and also 
provided supplies to miners. He was hired in 
July 1882 by a government agent to collect the 
poll tax from the Chinese working on the creek. 
Aeneas visited all the cabins of the Chinese 
in Cherry Creek, collecting about 30 dollars in 
taxes, and had dinner at the cabin of a Chinese 
acquaintance, Smart Aleck.

When Aeneas did not return,  and his horse 
was found wandering homeward riderless, a 
search party went through the camp. Smart Aleck 
lit out during the search without any of his kit.

Eventually, twenty days after this search 
started, the body of Aeneas was located, under 
the floor of Smart Aleck’s cabin. Ingeniously, the 
floor itself had not been disturbed, but a tunnel 
had been dug from the outside and the body 
stuffed in.

The investigation found that poor Aeneas had 
died from a terrible wound, probably caused 
by an axe, in the back of his head. His hat was 
undamaged so it was figured he had been eating 
his dinner when Smart Aleck had crept up behind 
him with his axe.

On 15 March 1883, the astonishing award 
for 1,000 dollars was posted but Smart Aleck 
was never caught, although in 1888 the body of 
what was taken as a Chinese man was found 
near Cherry Creek. An almost empty strychnine 
bottle was accessible, and it was considered 
that the remains were those of Smart Aleck. It 
was assumed that he had been insane when he 
had murdered Aeneas and had subsequently 
committed suicide. Not a very convincing 
solution, I have to say!

But what has all this to do with NCIS? I hear 
you asking. Well, on 11 May 1987 while working 
on a mining claim, a backhoe (a JCB digger to 
us) uncovered human bones near Cherryville, 
B.C. The bones had been buried four or five feet 
below ground in an area under the confines of an 
old cabin.

An investigation was carried out. The large 
wound in the back of his skull and the location 
gave the game away – this was poor old Aeneas 
Dewar who had been excavated once again.

But it didn’t end there. A forensic student 
(Carolann Wood) carried out her BSc Honours 
project on him, analysing his remains, his clothes 

and material buried with him, and reporting in 
her Honours Dissertation in 1998. And this was 
revisited yet again in 2005, in Carolann’s detailed 
report in the British Columbia History magazine. 
Talk about poor Aeneas spinning in his grave.

As an example, this is what she had to say 
about Aeneas’ teeth: “Poor dental care is 
apparent in the presence of dental caries, the 
build up of calculus and staining. Of thirty-two 
teeth, the gentleman had only seven and of those 
seven, only one was cavity free. Periodontal 
disease, one of the most common dental 
diseases, is apparent in loss of bone holding 
the teeth in place. The severe loss of alveolar 
bone caused the teeth to migrate out of their 
proper position and as a result caused extreme 
abnormal tooth wear on both the upper and 
lower teeth. All teeth were stained, likely the 
result of chewing tobacco or cigarette smoking.”

What would his brother Peter, the Dingwall 
dentist, have said about that!

It is not often that you see a picture of someone 
whose family history you have been investigating 
who died in the 1880s. In this case, you are 
presented with pictures of his skeleton, his 
teeth, his joints and even his skull with its horrific 
wound. Those of an NCIS persuasion can find 
the story in the British Columbia History archive 
here:
www.library.ubc.ca/archives/pdfs/bchf/
bch_2005_01.pdf
I set out below the notice published in several 
British Columbia newspapers in 1883.

Public Notice 
$1,000 REWARD!
Whereas one AENEAS DEWAR was, about 
the month of July 1882, murdered at or near 
Cherry Creek, by some person or persons 
unknown. Notice is hereby given that a Reward 
of One Thousand Dollars will be paid by the 
Government for such information as shall lead to 
the apprehension and conviction of the offender 
or offenders.
By Command
John Robson   Provincial Secretary, Provincial 
Secretary’s Office, 15 March 1883

No reward is offered, but  I would appreciate 
receiving  further information on any aspect of 
this family or case, for a subsequent update 
in the HFHS Journal. Jim Mackay, Firichean 
House, Cullicudden, Dingwall IV7 8LL or 
JimMackay111@hotmail.com .

A corner of Pakistan 
in Scotland

In England are nine RIASC men in five cemeteries 
- in Ashbourne, Derbyshire and Charlestown, 
Cornwall (both 1940), Hereford and Plymouth, Devon 
(both 1941) and Colchester, Essex (1942).  In Wales 
are thirteen men in five cemeteries at Brecon (1941, 
1942), Cardiff (1942), Abergavenny, Crickhowell and 
Pontypool (all 1943).  Scotland has thirteen men 
in four cemeteries - at Aberdeen, Keith, Dornoch 
(all 1943) and Kingussie (1942 and 1943).  The two 
largest concentrations are in Brecon and Kingussie 
with nine graves each, reflecting where the RIASC 
companies spent most of their time.  

What was the RIASC doing in Britain, and why 
were they in Scotland?  The Kingussie connection 
is well known locally and was last reported in the 
Strathspey and Badenoch Herald in 2007.  The 
author of this article has a further, personal slant on 
the story because his step-grandfather, Major John 
Finlay, was an officer in what was originally called 
Force K6, and latterly the Indian Contingent, of the 
RIASC.  

The story begins with the outbreak of war on 3rd 
September 1939.  By now British Army transport 
was entirely mechanised, and military planners, 
envisaging a repeat of the muddy conditions of 
the Western Front in 1914 - 1918, realised that 
operations could be prejudiced for want of animal 
transport (AT).  The best source of such transport 
was India, and although the Indian Army was also 
significantly mechanised, it retained a substantial AT 

by Hamish Johnston

The Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission records thirty-five 
graves of Indian soldiers from 

the Royal Indian Army Service Corps 
(RIASC) who died in Britain during 
the second world war.   The RIASC 
had two purposes - to feed the Indian 
Army in both peace and war, and 
to provide mechanised and animal 
transport in support of fighting units.

Six of the nine graves of the Indian Army 
soldiers in the Kingussie cemetery

One of the nine RIASC graves 
in Kingussie cemetery
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capability necessary to cope with conditions 
in the north-west frontier province bordering 
Afghanistan.  This is the same area that is 
in the news today because of Taliban and 
Al-Quaeda activity as NATO forces attempt to 
support the Afghanistan government.  

An urgent appeal went out to the Indian 
authorities who agreed to provide four AT 
companies and associated logistical support 
including a supply section, field hospital and 
a reinforcement unit.   The whole enterprise, 
called Force K6, consisted of 1,800 personnel 
and 2,000 animals.  Each AT company had 
284 mules, 132 carts and 315 officers, NCOs 
and men.  There were 462 fully trained mules 
in reserve.  The mules were trained as pack 
carriers or to draw two-wheeled carts.  

In April 1939 Major John Finlay retired 
to Bexhill in Sussex after a RIASC career 
spent mainly in the north-west of India.  In 
September he was called up and sent back 
to India to set up and take command of no. 
47 Supply Depot Section (SDS) which had 
a complement of 43.  Its primary job was 
to secure and issue food supplies for both 
men and animals.  The four AT companies 
and support units, were mobilised at the 
same time.  One of the officers of no. 32 AT 
company was Captain Ashdown, father of 
(Lord) Paddy Ashdown, former leader of the 
Liberal Democratic Party.  The Force as a 
whole was commanded by Lt-Col R.R.W. Hills.

Force K6 sailed under destroyer escort 
from Bombay in a small convoy of four ships 
on 8th December 1939 and arrived in the 
French Mediterranean port of Marseille on 
26th December 1940 in the early part of what 
was to be a very severe winter.  A short Pathé 
newsreel of the disembarkation gives a good 
impression of Force K6 and can be seen on 
www.britishpathe.com/record.php?id=24373.

After disembarkation the Force moved to 
two camps on the outskirts of Marseille.  No. 
47 SDS, whose job was to procure and issue 
supplies to the AT companies, remained at 
Camp  Roi d’Espagne and no. 22 AT company 
stayed to help unload supplies from the ships.  
These included particular dietary requirements 
(like atta and ghee) for the men.  The fact 
that all the men of Force K6 were Moslems 
simplified what would otherwise have been 
an even more difficult supply task.  The other 
three AT companies – nos. 25, 29 and 32 - 
were sent immediately to Lille in north-east 
France to join the British Expeditionary Force 
(BEF) defending the French - Belgian border 
as far as the Maginot Line. In due course 

no. 22 AT company was sent to join the 51st 
Highland Division in the Saar region.  The AT 
companies were able to work off-road and so 
were in great demand for transporting stores, 
ammunition and supplies.

Marseille was too remote from the AT 
companies in northern France so no. 47 
SDS was moved to Le Havre on the Channel 
coast, arriving there, ironically, on 10th May 
1940 - the very day that Germany launched 
its blitzkrieg on Holland, Belgium and France.  
Over the next few weeks the BEF was 
overwhelmed but the bulk of the troops were 
evacuated to Britain from Dunkirk at the end 
on May.  That this was possible was due to 
the self-sacrificial rearguard action of the 51st 
Highland Division, during which no. 22 AT 
company was captured by the Germans.  

 The rest of Force K6 managed to reach 
Britain.  Nos. 25 and 32 companies escaped 
from Dunkirk, and No. 29 company, Force 
HQ and support units from St. Nazaire.  From 
the outset no.47 SDS endured continuous 
bombing at its new base in the port area of Le 
Havre.  It made its way to Brest whence it was 
evacuated on the P&O liner Strathaird, arriving 
at Plymouth on 18th June.  All the Force’s 
animals and supplies had to be left behind in 
France.

At the beginning of July 1940 the bulk 
of Force K6 was concentrated at Shirley 
Common camp near Ashbourne, Derbyshire.  
On 8th August the Force was visited by HM 
King George VI and Queen Elizabeth.  A short 
Pathé newsreel of this event may be seen on 
http://www.britishpathe.com/video/king-and-
queen-with-indian-troops/query/Indian+army

In October some AT companies were moved 
to St. Austell in Cornwall, as was no. 47 SDS.  
Being too remote there the SDS was moved 
to Plymouth, only to be bombed out of their 
accommodation on the Hoe in the blitz of 22 
March 1940.  A more suitable area was soon 
found at Abergavenny in Monmouthshire to 
which the Force HQ and no. 47 SDS moved 
at the end of April.   Having lost their mules 
during the evacuation from France the three 
surviving AT companies were re-equipped 
mainly with former French army pack horses.  
Three more AT companies  - nos. 3, 7 and 
42 – arrived from India.  The British army now 
recognised the value of AT and raised two 
pack transport companies of its own, and 
these were linked to Force K6 for supply and 
organisational purposes.

 The AT companies were now dispersed 
around the Brecon Beacons in Wales.  Their 

role was to participate in mountain warfare 
training with units of the British Army, starting 
with the 81st Infantry Brigade.  They were 
admirably suited for this because the men 
all came from the mountainous north-west 
frontier area of Pakistan where inter-tribal and 
international conflict were part of everyday life.  
The next to be trained was the 49th Division.  

In December 1941 Major John Finlay became 
second-in-command of the HQ of Force K6 (by 
now known as the Indian Contingent) and no. 
47 SDS came under the command of Captain 
Charlton.   In 1942 training activities were 
moved to Snowdonia and in early March some 
of the AT companies and no 47 SDS moved 
there, as did the 49th Division.    

The RIASC’s connection with Scotland 
began in June 1942.  The author has not yet 
looked at the War Diaries of the AT companies 
for this period, and although two-thirds of the 
no. 47 SDS War Diaries between 1 June to 31 
December 1942 are missing they provide quite a 
lot of information about what was happening.  

On 1st – 4th  June the Indian Contingent 
moved from Wales to Inverness-shire.  A camp 
was established at Aviemore somewhere 
between the railway station sidings and the 
river Spey - on 6th June Charlton made an 
entry in the War Diary that he had told visiting 
superiors of “local rumours that the Spey 
floods its bank in heavy rain”.  The men had 
to bivouac on their first night because the 
tent poles had not arrived.   Proximity to the 
railway was important – fifty tons of supplies 
and equipment were unloaded on the day of 

arrival.  The Diaries describe the daily arrival 
and unloading from wagons of tons of supplies.    
The weight of items for the men (Indian rations, 
live sheep, vegetables) was greatly exceeded 
by that needed for the animals - hay, bran, oats 
and straw.  Another big commodity was coal.  
Petrol was in short supply and inhibited the 
use of motor transport and so after two weeks 
it became clear that somewhere was needed 
to store hay and forage.  A suitable field was 
found adjacent to the Aviemore railway sidings 
and duly requisitioned.  Problems in securing 
Indian-specific food supplies for the troops led 
to experiments in diversifying their rations, and 
the use of tinned mutton instead of live sheep.  
Sometimes tinned fish had to be substituted for 
tinned meat.

At this time the British 52nd (Lowland) Infantry 
Division was in the Badenoch area undergoing 
training for mountain warfare and the Indian 
AT companies provided mule transport for the 
exercises.  One AT detachment was attached 
to the Snow Warfare Training School and 
probably based at Rothiemurchus Lodge.   The 
Indian Contingent HQ appears to have been at 
Grantown-on-Spey.

While no. 47 SDS was operating from 
Aviemore the AT companies themselves 
were dispersed in various places in the 
neighbourhood.  In June 1942 no. 3 AT 
company was at Dalwhinnie and in July 1942 
no.7 AT company was at Kincraig, with no. 42 
AT company nearby.  No. 25 AT company and 
no.1 Pack Transport company were camped 
on four sites near Dalwhinnie.  The men of 

Royal inspection of Force K6 at Ashbourne, Derbyshire on 8th August 1940.  
Major John Finlay is the officer wearing leggings.
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these companies, probably broken down into a 
number of separate detachments, would have 
spent their time in the hills participating with 
British infantry in training exercises, and it was 
during some of these that most of the nine men 
met their death.

 In early September Major Finlay spent 
time seeking suitable winter accommodation 
for the Contingent.  On 2nd November 1942 
work started on clearing the Aviemore camp 
and on 5th November no. 47 SDS moved to 
Revack Lodge near Grantown on Spey.  The 
officers’ mess was also moved there from the 
Garth Hotel, and rations were cleared from 
the Coppice Hotel and stores from Rose Hall 
and moved to Revack and to Balmenach near 
Cromdale.  In early January 1943 the weather 
was very wintery and the Section was frequently 
unable to despatch supplies to nos. 3 and 29 AT 
companies and to the field hospital at Aviemore 
due to lack of transport.  

In mid-January the HQ of no. 47 SDS (with 
Major Finlay now once more in charge) and 
majority of the AT companies now returned to 
the Abergavenny area.  A detachment of no. 
47 SDS moved to Ballater and at the end of 
the month the rear party went to Abergavenny.  
In May 1943 Major Finlay became second-in 
command of the whole Indian Contingent while 
retaining command of no. 47 SDS, which was 
led on a day-to-day basis by Nazir Ahmed.  In 
mid June no. 47 SDS moved north to Muir of 
Ord in Easter Ross and the Indian Contingent 
HQ was then moved to Allen Grange, Munlochy.  
Around this time no. 25 AT company was in 
the Lairg area.  In chapter 6 of his History 
of the Army Service Corps Brigadier V. J. 
Moharir quotes a letter from Secretary of the 
Lairg Women’s Voluntary Service praising the 
company and expressing disappointment that 
they were to leave.  

These were now the last months of the Indian 
Contingent in Britain, however.  In London the 
powers-that-be in the India Office, War Office 
and Army Commands had been divided for 
some time about how it could best be used.  
There had long been calls for it to be returned 
to India.  

One decisive factor was that a substantial 
majority of the men had away from home 
without leave since late 1939.  They were also 
needed to help in the Burma campaign, but 
more powerful voices wanted the Contingent to 
be retained in Britain.  Eventually a first group 
of 813 men were repatriated in May 1943 and 
the remainder left for India in January 1944.  

On arrival the men were given leave and Force 
K6 was finally disbanded on 25th April 1944, 
the men being allocated to new commands.  
Major John Finlay was transferred to the India 
Office in London where he worked on supplies 
policy, and, ten years after he thought he had 
completed his military career, finally retired in 
1949 as a Lieutenant Colonel. 

And what about the nine RIASC soldiers 
buried in Kingussie cemetery?  They were all 
from AT mule companies - nos. 3, 7, 25, 29, 
32, and 42.  The men came from the north-
west frontier areas of India that in 1947 were to 
become part of Pakistan.  The majority of the 
dead were in their twenties and thirties, with a 
handful of teenagers and men over forty.  Most 
were drivers, but the others included three 
NCOs, a cook, tinsmith, farrier and a bellows 
boy.  The reason for their death is not known 
for certain, but according to the Strathspey 
and Badenoch Herald the nine men died in the 
Glenfeshie area.   Several were drowned after 
falling into local rivers, two took their own lives, 
and the remaining men were understood to 
have been killed in separate accidents whilst on 
exercise.  

Although the Indian Contingent was 
underused in Britain, perhaps more of the men 
returned to their homes at the end of the war 
than would otherwise have been the case.   
Today the bodies of troops who die abroad are 
usually repatriated.  For the families of these 
men, however, there’s some corner of Scotland 
that is forever Pakistan.

Another of the nine RIASC graves 
in Kingussie cemetery

When I started to search for my ancestors 
in the Aviemore area, I discovered that 
Cumming was a common name perhaps 
derived from the Norman name of Comyn. 
There had always been the unlikely rumour 
that our family were descended from the 
notorious Red Comyn who was murdered 
by Robert the Bruce in 1306 in Greyfriars’ 
Church at Dumfries.

The earliest ancestor I could reliably trace 
was John Cumming (on one side of the family) 
who was born in 1751 at Lethendry, not far 
from Dalnahaitnach, and Robert Cumming, 
born about 1763, (on another side of the 
family). John was my 4xgreat grandfather and 
lived to the age of 100. His wife predeceased 
him at the age of 84, so although they would 
have had hard lives, they seem to have had 
longevity.

My ancestors had lived in at least 10 farms 
around Carrbridge and Boat of Garten. Several 
marriages had taken place between sons 
and daughters living on nearby farms before 
the arrival of roads or railways in the area. 
Also, most of the farms where they lived were 
adjacent to three roads built in the 1700s by 
Wade and his successor, Caulfield.

There seems to have been a long family 
association with Dalnahaitnich (4 miles out 
of Carrbridge) from at least 1794. Timber 
accounted for huge employment on Highland 
estates, so it wasn’t surprising that one of my 
Robert Cumming 3xgreat grandfathers had 
been a saw-miller before becoming a farmer, 
and his daughter had married a carpenter. 
The Caledonian Canal was being built and 
required lock gates and tools, and The East 
India Company and the Navy needed wood for 
building ships. There is a reference in a book 
called The Moray Floods: The Great Floods 
of August 1829 by Sir Thomas Dick Lauder, 
which said that: “The saw-mill of Dalnahaitnich 
was nearly carried off and the miller’s house 
was so inundated that he was compelled to 
flee from it.” When I visited Dalnahaitnich, a 
tumbledown dwelling standing quite alone at 
the end of a single-track road, I was struck by 
what an idyllic spot it was in summer looking 
out over flat grassland towards the broad 
Dulnain River, and how different it must be in 
winter.

One example of how common the Cumming 
name was is that my 2xgreat grandparents, 
John Cumming and Mary Cumming, who 
were married in 1852, both had fathers called 

Cumming is a Comyn/
common name by Helen Milne
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Robert Cumming! The house at Dalnahaitnich 
must have been fairly ancient, as there were 
pegs in the roof trusses, and wooden lintels 
above the windows. The corrugated iron 
roof might have been previously thatched 
with heather. I tried to imagine how John 
and Mary kept warm living there with their 
seven children, and what it must have been 
like fetching water from an ice-cold stream in 
the middle of winter. Delnahaitnich was the 
birthplace of their eldest daughter, Anne, who 
was my great-grandmother.

John and Mary had two more children at 
different addresses. The 1871 Census showed 
that they had moved to a farm with a larger 
acreage, two farm servants and two domestic 
servants. I had been hoping that the Census 
would solve the mystery of a photograph 
showing what was said to be a family group 
of people standing in front of a large house. 
Although the family were still living in Duthil, 
the Census gave no clue to the whereabouts 
of the photograph or the farm’s name, as the 
only address given was Farmer’s House No.8!

In the 1881 Census, John, aged 56, and by 
then a retired farmer, was living with his wife 
and their four remaining family in the village of 
Insh in the Spey Valley. Mary died seven years 
later at Inverie in Knoydart where John had 
become a factor. John died in 1905 aged 80 
at his home, a substantial villa in Inverness, 
very different from Dalnahaitnich. He lies with 
his wife, parents and many of his children, 
surrounded by relatives in the old graveyard 
beside the disused church at Duthil.

John and Mary’s youngest daughter, 
Alexandrina, had the general store in 
Carrbridge for many years. Her house 

and shop faced in the direction of the old 
packhorse bridge, damaged by 18th and 
19th-century floods. It had been built in 1717 
because burials at Duthil Church were often 
delayed when the River Dulnain was in spate.

Alexandrina had to deal in her shop 
during the war years with an influx of 
Newfoundlanders who had come to cut pit 
props. Canadian loggers and land girls later 
followed them. She was said, by someone 
who remembered her, to be a delightful 
person who treated everyone with great 
patience. Alexandrina never married and 
eventually went to live in her father’s house 
in Inverness, like some other family members 
before her, including Anne, my widowed 
great-grandmother. Alexandrina died in 
Inverness in 1953, aged 87.

In my childhood there wasn’t the 
enthusiasm for family history that there is 
now, which is partly the reason why so many 
of us only have tantalising glimpses of the 
lives of our forebears in photographs showing 
people for whom we have no names. I have 
been trying to solve the mystery of this 
photograph for many years. It was supposed 
to be the wedding of a great-grandmother, 
but this seems unlikely. Could the photograph 
have been a shooting lodge or, as it has been 
suggested, shows a rent day? Could the 
building have burnt down, because I have 
never been able to find its whereabouts? 
When there are so many people in it, I hope 
that someone somewhere will have the same 
photograph and might be able to tell me who 
the people are, and whether the house is or 
has been in the Aviemore area, or somewhere 
completely different in the Highlands. 

SAFHS Annual Conference 2012
The SAFHS Annual Conference 2012 is being hosted jointly by Tay Valley Family History 
Society and Fife Family History Society. It will be held on Saturday 21st April 2012 in the 
Bonar Hall of the University of Dundee.

The theme of the conference will be “Crops, Cloth, Cod ‘n’ Coal”. The talks will reflect on the 
importance of crops, weaving, fishing and coal mining to the communities in the Tay Valley and 
Fife areas in the past. In tandem with the conference there will be a Family History Fair, at which 
many family history societies will have tables upon which a selection of publications for sale will 
be displayed. It is also an opportunity to raise any family history research problems you may 
have or simply to have a chat with members of other societies.

Society member Ian M. Robertson recently 
contacted the Society with a copy, which 
he had translated (see below), of an 
interesting letter he had found among 
his grandparents’ effects. It was dated 
1822 and sent from Quilon, India by 
A. Macpherson to his father Malcolm 
Macpherson, who lived in Presmuckrach, 
near Laggan. Mr Robertson contacted 
Professor Alan Macpherson in Nova Scotia 
and he confirmed that the author of the 
letter was Lieutenant Angus Macpherson 
of the Honourable East India Company. 
Later on he was promoted to Lieutenant-
Colonel and was the person responsible 

for setting up the Macpherson-Shaw Trust 
in 1853. When he retired he returned to 
Scotland and died in Edinburgh and a 
memorial stone in his name was erected in 
Kingussie Churchyard.

Mr Robertson’s great-great-grandparents 
Duncan Macpherson and Louisa Macpherson 
were both born in the Laggan area and 
married there 3 months before this letter was 
written.  To date Mr Robertson has been 
unable to connect this Angus Macpherson to 
his family tree. If there is no relationship, why 
was the letter found in the possession of his 
family? 

 Quilon
  Nov. 11th 1822

My Dear Father,

I wrote you in July last and enclosed a Bill for £100, Pounds Sterling One Hundred, which I trust 
will have reached you before this can well leave India. However I deem it advisable to send herewith 

A letter from India
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a duplicate in case the former should have miscarried. It is my intention to send Fifty Pounds a year 
so long as it may please God to continue you in this wicked and deceitful world and I hope the 
satisfaction of hearing that you enjoy every comfort requisite for your situation.

So it appears Mr. Andrew did receive my letter altho he did not think it worth while to favour me 
with an answer, or shew any inclination to comply with the moderate request therein made any further 
than by smooth words. I did not pretend to have any claims upon him, yet in case I might at any time 
find it necessary to put his friendship to a more severe test, I certainly did expect that it would have 
stood it better, the disappointment therefore is the more felt.

You mentioned having asked Andrew for a sum of money which he declined – a small sum I 
imagine it must have been, for I cannot comprehend what you could want a large sum for. Was he 
apprehensive of not being faithfully reimbursed for any little sums that might be required to answer 
your immediate necessities, or did he consider it too much trouble? Whatever his motives were he 
certainly took an effective method to avoid a similar call from the same quarter. I hope the purpose 
can be effected without troubling him. The principal difficulty now is how to make regular remittances 
and secure your receiving it at proper and certain periods.

The unhappy and, I would say, the unnatural breach between yourself and Lachlan has vexed 
and tormented me more than enough. I did consider him a man of integrity and always found him a 
sincere friend but I am unable to frame any apology for his outrageous and unreasonable conduct 
towards you, neither has he attempted to offer any explanation. I hope he is ashamed of himself, at 
least I think he ought to be.

You mentioned Capt. Clark’s death – I think I have since heard that Mrs. Clark is also dead. If so, 
what in the world will become of the children? Pray, how are the ladies at Crubenmore and how 
is Donald Roy and his family getting on? I should be glad to hear also how Duncan at the Bridge 
of Spey is and what account for his son, another I feel for some anxiety about, I mean little Peter. 
In a late paper I observed among the deaths at Edinburgh a Mr. William Mitchell. I hope it wasn’t 
Mr. Mitchell of Gordonhall. I think young James, by your assistance, might write me a long letter 
occasionally and give me all the news about neighbours. I think I heard the William Clark is gone 
to sea, but in what ship or service I know not. I beg to be kindly remembered to Capt. Blaraty, the 
Macgregors of Auvie, and all enquiring friends.

I remain, my dear father, your dutiful son,

A. Macpherson.

PS. I hope Donald and Jean are keeping stout and that the former is attending more to his own 
interest and with better success than when I saw him last. I mentioned in my last that a son of 
Davidson of Nessentully died at Madras some time ago. He was Regt. Sgt of Artillery and I believe 
left some property. Major Mackintosh of the Artillery would be a proper person to write about it. He 
is a son of Mackintosh of Farr, near Inverness. With regard to myself I am very well satisfied with my 
new situation; it enables me to assist you effectually. I like the duties of my Office and enjoy far better 
health than previously, for both of which blessings I pray God make me truly thankful.

     
A. Macp.

Highland stray
Janet Smith (803) found this item in ‘The Hamilton Advertiser’ of 21 May 1881 whilst looking for 
Crawfordjohn news.

“Death of a Police Constable. - At the Police Office of this village this week Constable Donald 
Munro died at the age of 47. He was a native of Lochinver, Sutherlandshire, and spent early life as 
a fisherman at Lybster in Caithness. Although not gifted with great loquacity, he could tell of many 
perilous adventures on that stormy coast, when following his primitive calling. He has been 18 years 
in the Lanarkshire Constabulary, and was always much respected.”

Photographs on covers of journals
After the publication of the previous journal, one of our members 
e-mailed to point out that there was no reference to the location 
of the photographs that had appeared on the covers since the 
change to colour printing. Apologies for that and here is a list of 
the locations.

Volume 28, No 4 - War Memorial at Spean Bridge
Volume 29, No 1 - The north shoreline of Loch Garry looking west  
 towards the Greenfield Bridge
Volume 29, No 2 - Victoria Cross
Volume 29, No 3 - War Memorial at Waverley Gardens, Inverness
Volume 29, No 4 - Moray Firth taken from the Black Isle with Fort  
 George in distance
Volume 30, No 1 - Burial ground surrounding Old Church, Avoch
Volume 30, No 2 - View from Inverewe Gardens at Poolewe

Kilmuir Easter Free Church
by Stuart Farrell

I found the following surviving note of 6 marriages within the Highland Council Archives, 
Inverness (Reference CH2/348/17) which is within the documents of the Presbytery of Tain. 
At the moment these look like the only surviving records for the Kilmuir Easter Free Church.

Names Details     Date

Ross and Aird Hugh Ross, Farm Servant and Elizabeth  1 Oct 1843
 Aird both residing in Milntown in this
 parish married by C R Matheson.

McLeod and Mackenzie George McLeod, Shoemaker in Tain and  12 Dec 1843
 Janet Mackenzie residing at Barbaraville
 in this parish married by C R Matheson.

Munro and Ross John Munro residing in the parish of   26 Jan 1844
 Rosskeen and Margaret Ross residing in
 Kilmuir Easter married by C R Matheson.

Mackenzie and Munro William Mackenzie, late Manager at    2 Jul 1844
 Resolis now at Invergordon and Jessie 
 Munro at Tullich in this Parish married at
 Kilmuir Easter by C R Matheson.

Mackenzie and Vass John Mackenzie, Barbaraville and Isabella  7 Mar 1845
 Vass at Kildary in this Parish married at
 Kilmuir Easter by C R Matheson.

Ross and Ross John Ross, Foreman at Balnagowan in this  7 Mar 1845
 Parish and Davidina Ross at Aldie in the 
 Parish of Tain married at Kilmuir Easter by
 C R Matheson.
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Free Church Records for Highland Part 4
Continuing from the last issue, here is more information on the New Project by the Highland Family 
History Society of the transcription and publication of records of the Free Church which are held 
in the Highland Council or National Archives. Baptisms for the Parish of Fearn (1844-1890) and 
Alness of Baptisms (1843-1929) and Marriages (1847-1912) have been published, with those for the 
Parishes of Cromarty and Nigg which have been printed and should be available now.

But whats missing or where are the gaps? The following is a list of those records held in the 
Highland Council Archives or National Archives of those congregations in Inverness-shire and 
Nairnshire of the Free Church that passed into the United Free Church and then onto the Church of 
Scotland where records of baptisms or marriages seem to have been lost and partly what’s available:

- Abernethy – Minutes from 1900
- Alvie – Minutes from 1869
- Ardersier – Deacons Court Minutes from 1900
- Dores - Minutes from 1901, Communion Roll from 1908
- Duirnish – Session Minutes from 1901
- Fort Augustus & Glenmoriston – Communion Roll from 1908
- Glenelg – Minutes from 1901
- Glenurquhart – Baptisms & Marriages 1866-1890, Minute Book from 1901
- Grantown – Minutes from 1871
- Inverness Crown – Minutes from 1899
- Inverness East – Baptisms 1843-1858 
- Inverness High Free –Minutes from 1843, Communion Rolls from 1844
- Inverness St Columba – Minutes from 1843, Communion Roll from 1844
- Inverness West – Minutes from 1867, Communion Roll from 1868
- Kilmonivaig – Baptisms & Marriages 1843-1854
- Kilmorack – Cong. Board Minutes from 1891, Communion Roll from 1903
- Kingussie – Baptisms 1843-1853, Minutes from 1901
- Kirkhill – Baptisms 1853-1854, Communion Roll from 1843
- Laggan – Minutes from 1892
- Petty – Session Minutes with Communion Roll from 1875
- Rothiemurchus – Minutes from 1927
- Small Isles – Communion Roll from 1901
- Stratherrick – Minutes and Communion Roll from 1901
- Ardclach – Minutes from 1843
- Audearn – Minutes from 1843, Baptisms 1875-1929
- Cawdor – Baptisms 1876-1918
- Croy – Minutes from 1907, Baptisms 1882-1903 & 1924-1934
- Nairn – Minutes from 1843, Communion Rolls from 1865, Baptisms 1901-2

It may be possible that other records are still held by the existing Free Church, as the above list 
covers only a small percentage of the Free Church for Highland. The following Parishes for Inverness-
shire for instance, adhered to the Free Church in 1900:

- Bracadale  
- Daviot
- Duthil  
- Glenshiel
- Inverness North
- Kilmuir
- Kiltarlity
- Moy
- Plockton and Kyle
- Portree
- Raasay
- Sleat
- Snizort

Look out for an update in the next issue for Sutherland and Caithness.

by Stuart Farrell

18   www.highlandfamilyhistorysociety.org

QUERIES . . . . .

Comment on query

DO YOU HAVE ANY QUERIES OR CAN YOU HELP ANOTHER MEMBER TO SOLVE ANY 
PROBLEMS THEY HAVE. THENCONTACT US ON info@highlandfamilyhistorysociety.com  

1.  CAMPBELL. I am trying to trace details of the family of Lt. Archibald Campbell of Achlian. He 
possibly was killed in America around 1780. I wonder if the spelling of Achlian in those days had 
variations like Auchalian etc. My main aim is to try and trace family papers, but realise this is a long 
shot. - Ed Brumby (1660) E-mail: edbrumby@btconnect.com
 

2.  REID/PATIENCE. I am interested in tracing both ancestors and descendents of John Reid and 
Margaret Patience, who married March 20 1801 in Avoch. Family I understand were Janet (1802), 
Ann (1804), John (1806), Margaret (1808), Ann (1810), George, my Gt. Gt. Grandfather (1813), Jane 
(1816) and James (1823), all born at Seatown, Avoch. I know my parents, who lived in Aberdeen, 
visited relatives in Avoch in the 1930s and 40s. Any information or suggestions would be 
appreciated. - Allan N.W. McKenzie. (2521) E-mail: alldor@cogeco.ca

Member John L Macpherson of Mittagong, Australia, sent in the following observation with 
reference to query 3 (p19) in the previous HFHS Journal. 

“My late father was the 10th child in a family of 15, 11 boys and 4 girls. The eldest child, Ewen Fergus 
Lord Macpherson, was born on 11 May 1896 and enlisted in the Australian Army on 20th August 
1914. He was killed in action on 10th August 1916. The youngest child was born on 3rd February 
1917 and was also christened Ewen Fergus Lord.
 
I am not aware of any historical/genealogical/biblical reason for the identical naming but surmise 
that the name Ewen Fergus having passed from father (Ewen Fergus Macpherson born 1857 died 
1937) to (eldest) son, some good reason existed for the name to be perpetuated within the family. For 
clarification within the family, the elder Ewen Fergus Lord was known as ‘Lordie’ while the younger 
was known as ‘Billy’. The addition of the third Christian name Lord to all the 11 boys in the family is in 
itself a story. I surmise yet again, that it was done to commemorate the boys’ maternal grandmother 
Mary Lord (1839-1922).”

A request was made at the last meeting of the Society 
for photographs of unusual memorial stones that could 
both be interesting in their own right and help to fill 
spaces between articles in the journal. Alister Chisholm 
(1887) sent in the one below along with a bit of 
background information. “Here is the stone I told you 
about. It is in Drumtemple graveyard  in Stratherrick. 
Sandy was a friend of mine, the family had been in 
Ruthven Farm since 1913, once Sandy died, the two 
twin boys were 17, so the family gave up the lease of 
the farm. In clearing it out they came across this stone, 
which was a partly broken millstone. They decided to 
get it dressed and use it as Sandy’s headstone, as it 
came from the farm he loved and worked at.”

Unusual memorial stone
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New Members:
2550. Ms Barbara Holodiloff – Santa Cruz, California 95073, U. S. A.
2551. Miss Mary Mackenzie – Cumbernauld, N. Lanarkshire G67 4BH.
2552. Mrs Jemmy Campbell – Strathpeffer, Ross-shire IV14 9ET.
2553. Mr David Bailey – Olathe, Kansas 66062, U. S. A.
2554. Mr Norman D. E. Foulkes – London E11 1LP.
2555. Mr David A. Doherty – Pickering, Canada L1X 1A5.
2556. Mr Christopher Thomas – Cockermouth. Cumbria CA13 0AQ.
2557. Mrs Annemary Wharton – Beauly, Inverness-shire IV4 7AJ.
2558. Mr George Bertram – North Kessock, Ross-shire IV1 3XZ.
2559. Mr Gordon J. Stewart – Fortrose, Ross-shire IV10 8SR.
2560. Mr John Nichols – Wodonga, Victoria 3690. Australia.
2561. Ms Jennifer Jones – Kangaroo Flat, Victoria 3555, Australia.
2562. Mr Peter Bashforth – Douglas, Isle of Man IM1 5PD.
2563. Mr David Evans – Beauly, Inverness-shire IV4 7DZ.
2564. Mrs Linda Kerr – Glasgow, Lanarkshire G41 3QT.
2565. Mrs Margaret McLean – Motherwell, Lanarkshire ML1 3JS.
 
Changes to address etc
0963. Mr Earl R Ross – Grand Rapids, MI 49546, U. S. A.
1493. Mr M. Macandie – Portmahomack, Ross-shire IV20 1RB.
1742. Mrs Marnie Page – Howden, Yorks DN14 7FN.
1934. Mrs June Loewenthal – Chatswood 2067, N. S. W., Australia.

Resignations:
1401. Mr Ron MacKenzie.  2470. Ms. Trudy Archie.
2023. Mrs Pat Pattenden.  2484. Ms Janette Montague.
2283. Mr Ron Manson.  2489. Mr David Jack.
2285. Mrs Sheila Mitchell.  2492. Ms Fiona Marshall.
2311. Mrs Angela Kelly.  2509. Ms Patti A. Enter.
2441. Mr & Mrs Robert Shannon.

MEMBERS DETAILS

New
publication

Stuart Farrell has completed the third in a series of 
transcriptions of the Free Church registers, which record 
baptisms/births, marriages and occasionally deaths. 
This latest publication comprises the registers for both 
Nigg Free Church and Cromarty Free Church. Nigg F. C. 
recorded baptisms (1843-1922), marriages (1898-1899) 
and deaths (1895-1900), whereas Cromarty F. C. recorded 
baptisms (1875-1918) and marriages (1843-1847). The 
cost of the publication is £9.00 and it weighs 325 grams.
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PURCHASING PUBLICATIONS
The cost of postage at printed-paper rate, which can be found from the table below, 

must be added to the cost of the publication(s) listed on the previous two pages. Orders 
by post should be sent to the treasurer at 11 Braeside Park, Balloch, Inverness IV2 7HL. 
Cheques should be made payable to Highland Family History Society and must be in 
Sterling.

If you have access to the Internet you can order any publication and pay for it by 
credit or debit card. To do this you should log onto the Society website. From the 
opening page click on Publications, then How to order a publication. On the next 
page click on GENfair. On that website you will see a list of all the sections within our 
‘stall’. Once you have chosen the item(s) you want go to the checkout and follow the 
instructions. You will then be directed onto a safe server to enter your card details. 

Postal Charges Notes:
1. Items heavier than 100g cannot be sent Letter Rate.
2. Items heavier than 750g cannot be sent Large Letter Rate.
3. Add 76p for each 250g or part thereof up to 2Kg.
4. Items heavier than 300g to be charged at 55p for each additional 100g.
5. Items heavier than 300g to be charged at £1.11 for each additional 100g.
6. For items heavier than 550g - visit www.royalmail.com.

NEW POSTAL RATES as at 4th April 2011
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE
1851 CENSUS INDEXES
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