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As you’ll see from the next item, my column 
in the last issue has elicited a response from 
ScotlandsPeople. We’re very pleased to be 
able to print Mr Evans’s letter in full; and 
I’m also happy to acknowledge my error in 
saying that the cost of research using the 
ScotlandsPeople website had gone up by 
40%. In my recent reply to Mr Evans I’ve 
pointed out that the error need never have 
gone into print if ScotlandsPeople and/or 
Brightsold had had the courtesy to reply 
to my original email of complaint; and 
that while that rise is in fact only just over 
16.5%, the cost of research in person at 
the ScotlandsPeople Centre in Edinburgh 
has actually risen not by 40%, but by 50%. 

Mr Evans attempts to justify this latter rise 
from £10 to £15 by referring back to the £17 
a day previously charged at New Register 
House; but that won’t wash, since the system 
then was not as entirely automated as it is 
now, and required the employment by GROS 
of more staff serving the public to handle 
the fiche etc. I’ve gone on in my letter to Mr 
Evans as follows:

“While on the question of high charges, 
some of my members … would very much 
like to know how you can justify charging £5 
to download a will or testament of whatever 
length. If it’s a bargain for a long one, it must 
be a rip-off for a short one; and again, mainly 
because, once the documents are digitised 
and loaded into the system, the cost to you 
of processing the payment and sending the 
document are surely minimal – that also, of 
course, being my point about all the other 
automated services that we are so lucky to 
have you now provide for us …. If £5 for a 
will is a bit steep, what about £10 to view a 
coat of arms? Unless that is an attempt by 
the Court of the Lord Lyon to dissuade non-
armigerous people from delving into matters 
that shouldn’t concern them, how can a 
charge of that size be justified?

Moving away from specific issues, I 
have to tell you that the general sentiments 
expressed in my column have attracted quite 
a bit of support from other FHSs and users 

of ScotlandsPeople, some of whom have 
disturbing tales to tell about the responses 
– or lack of them – to their expressions of 
similar concerns. I gather, for instance, that 
one group were told there was nothing that 
could be done about them, and that they 
should in effect shut up and be grateful for 
what they’ve got. Of course, as I said in my 
column, we do have much to be grateful for 
(and having been a researcher at New Register 
House since the waiting-around days of the 
‘80s I know that better than many); but if you 
and your colleagues are going to be happy to 
receive the plaudits, you need to be ready to 
respond to the complaints too – when they’re 
first made.

More worryingly in some ways, I’ve been 
told recently that the reason for so steep an 
increase in your charges was to make up 
for failing to attract as much business as 
you or Brightsolid had expected. I sincerely 
hope that I am misinformed on that score 
too, since, as I understand business, when 
demand goes down prices should be lowered 
to attract more punters – not put up.”

Mr Evans skates over the fact that the 
OPR Deaths were not initially available at 
the Centre – though they are now – and says 
that the Catholic Registers were not made 
available there due to “a lack of resources”. 
What sort of resources can he mean, when 
the electronic files and search system are 
already in existence? Once again I’m afraid 
the suspicion remains – and will do until the 
Centre’s customers have a proper explanation 
– that these records are (initially at least) held 
back so that Brightsolid can make the most 
of them online.

The same looks to be the case with regard 
to making copies of OPRs and Censuses 
available for purchase to FHSs, and indeed 
interested individuals. Reference to the 
impossibility of getting microfilms copied 
these days is a surely a smokescreen, since 
no one would want a poor copy on microfilm 
when they could have instead a good 
digitised copy; so why can’t we have them 
sold on CD – as I seem to recall the 1891 
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and/or 1901 censuses were at one point? 
One has to wonder if perhaps it isn’t written 
into Brightsolid’s contract that they should 
not be made available other than through 
the ScotlandsPeople Centre and website. If 
it is, then the customers of ScotlandsPeople 
– and more importantly indeed, the taxpayers 
who fund the NRS (assuming that Brightsolid 
haven’t taken them over entirely) – surely 
have a right to know that.

Mr Evans refers finally to the question 
of ScotlandsPeople making their records 
available by subscription rather than by 
payment per item viewed, and says “…our 
pricing structure is governed by statute and 
there are no immediate plans to introduce a 
subscription service for the statutory records 
in the near future”. Once again this fails to 
address the issue; so I have asked if the 
lack of plans to introduce such a service is 
because the statutory rules forbid it (and if 
they do, they can surely be amended with the 
help of sympathetic MSPs like Brian Adam 
– as had to happen, we’re told, to get the 
existing charges increased), or whether we’re 
really being told that ScotlandsPeople, or 
Brightsolid, don’t wish to alter them because 
they’d lose income? 

Of course one suspects the latter – if for 

no other reason than the fact that we’re 
being kept in the dark about all this – but if 
we’re wrong, and there are good reasons for 
such restrictions, Scotland’s People should 
have the courtesy (and I would argue, the 
good sense) to take its customers into its 
confidence and tell us precisely what they 
are. 

It’s not as if we’re going to go elsewhere 
for a cheaper service – because there isn’t 
one, is there? And ultimately, that’s the 
point. ScotlandsPeople and/or Brightsolid 
have got a monopoly; and what might have 
been understandable if it was still just a 
government department struggling to give us 
a good service at a time of public spending 
cuts, is not acceptable if a private company 
like Brightsolid is selling us information they 
have come to monopolise – from public 
records indeed – for their own profit.  

I’ve concluded my reply to Mr Evans by 
saying that I look forward to their responses 
to these further points so that a properly 
informed discussion can be carried on in the 
pages of our Journal – and elsewhere in the 
flourishing world of Scottish Family History. 
We will await further developments with 
interest.
Graeme Mackenzie

I am writing in response to the Chairman’s 
column by Graeme Mackenzie that 
featured in the recent edition of the 
Highland Family History Society quarterly 
journal.

Can I first of all thank the Chairman for 
his kind words about the services that we 
offer, both on our pay per view website, 
www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk and within the 
ScotlandsPeople Centre in Edinburgh. We 
do believe that here in Scotland we have a 
family history research facility that is second 
to none.

The main criticism offered by the Chairman 
is the implementation of our recent price 
increase on the pay per view website. When 
the Scotlandspeople website was introduced 

in September 2002, the cost of buying 
30 credits was £6. At that point, only the 
statutory birth/death/marriage records, the 
1891, 1901 census, and a LDS transcription 
of the 1881 census were available.

Since then, we have added the Old Parish 
Registers (births and baptisms, banns and 
marriages, deaths and burials), the Catholic 
Parish Registers (births and baptisms, banns 
and marriages, deaths and burials and other 
events), as well as the census years 1841, 
1851, 1861, 1871, 1881 and 1911. 

In addition the Wills and Testaments and 
the Coats of Arms have been added and the 
search techniques improved; for instance, it is 
now possible to search on the internet using 
a forename only and many of the results can 

Response to last Chairman’s Column

be linked to maps.
During that seven year period, with the 

addition of all of the above mentioned data 
sets, and ever increasing staff and running 
costs, there was no price rise, so we believe 
that a rise from £6 to £7 for the purchase of 
30 credits (not 40%), covering a period of 
seven years is not excessive. Also, the cost 
of Extracts, which were raised in 2011 had 
not risen since 1997. In fact back in 1997, the 
cost of a day search ticket at New Register 
House was £17, which is higher than the 
current cost of £15. 

Your members will be pleased to know that 
the period of time that vouchers can now be 
used has been increased from 30 days to 
one year and that we recently scanned the 
street indexes for the open Scottish Census 
and these can be viewed for free on our 
ScotlandsPeoplehub website.

Another point raised by the Chairman was 
the availability of material on the website 
but not in the ScotlandsPeople Centre. He 

mentions both the OPR deaths and the 1991 
census which are both available to view in 
the Centre. Indeed the 1911 census was 
available in the Centre around the same time 
that it was launched on the website.

His point about the Catholic Parish 
Registers is a valid one, and it is only a lack of 
resources that is preventing us from making 
them available in the Centre, but we do hope 
to address this omission shortly.

He is correct to say that the OPR’s 
and earlier censuses are not being sold 
to societies and individuals on microfilm. 
Microfilm is a dying art form and we stopped 
selling it in 2007 because we could no longer 
find a reliable supplier to copy them for us.

Finally, he is correct to say that we intend to 
test a subscription service when we introduce 
the Kirk Session Records on the website. 
That said, our pricing structure in governed 
by statute and there are no immediate plans 
to introduce a subscription service for the 
statutory records in the near future.

from Raymond Evans of National Records of Scotland, ScotlandsPeople, New Register House, Edinburgh

Hector Mackenzie of 
Arrieleitrach update 
by Jean Mackenzie

On 5th September, a new researcher 
posted on Rootschat “I believe I 
have larger version of the same 

information as the numbering matches. 
The document I have is a large chart, 
hand-written”; and overtook the tentative 
family tree I had constructed for the last 
edition of this magazine.

She sent me an image of her tree and some 
legal letters written from 1858 concerning 
the claim by one of our ancestors to a 
share in the estate of a cousin who had 
recently died in Chile. This cousin was 
Colin Mackenzie, labelled the “Testator” 
on Isobel’s tree. My scrap of paper and 
Isobel’s are mostly consistent with the new 
table, and I have no doubt, because of the 
numbering system, that ours were copied 
from this chart. 

Colin Mackenzie, or Don Paulino 

Mackenzie as he was known in Chile, signed 
a deathbed will in Santiago in February 
1858 leaving the residue of his estate to be 
divided equally between “his relations in 
Scotland” and “the poor in Scotland”. You 
can picture the lawyers’ glee at such loose 
phrasing, and with some justification: my 
ancestor pursued his claim on the basis he 
belonged to both categories!  And that is 
how the documents have survived.

So now we know that the Genealogical 
Table was drawn up to establish who 
was entitled to claim a share of Colin’s 
estate based on their relatedness – their 
common descent from Hector Mackenzie 
of Arrieleitrach. Chilean inheritance law 
differed from Scottish, so both sets of 
lawyers went into great detail about names 
and ancestors and whether the division 
should be according to the Chilean rules 



Four reasons 
why pictures 
are good
by Jonathan McColl

John Durham’s piece on 
photographing versus transcribing 
stones reflects what all of us 

who do the transcribing must think. 
Transcriptions are the easiest, shortest 
and quickest way of passing along 
researched information in letters, 
emails and books. But I know that when 
I look at and read a stone it seldom 
uses punctuation but does successfully 
reflect tone of voice, stress, clauses 
and pauses by changing the size of 
letters and position in each line. The 
transcription of the forty names on a 
large McColl stone in Canada makes 
reasonable sense, but not until you look 
at the four names in largest size do you 
see the earliest generation of siblings, 
and with smaller and smaller sizes for 
their children and grandchildren. And 
that is the first of my four important 
aspects of photographing the stones. 

Then there are computers. All I could 
see of this stone’s inscription in St 
Clement’s in Dingwall was the distinct 
777 at the exposed corner. Clearing the 
covering moss gave me a rough square 
with a corner broken away an inch or 
two, and shallow lettering clear but only 
a little of it particularly readable. Liberal 
talc-dusting and the wiping away thereof 
showed more. And then I photographed 
it. Loaded it into my computer. Started 
playing with it. Saved it as a bitmap and 
zoomed in hugely on my monitor. Turned 
it negative, so the stone was light and the 
talcum powder dark. Layered the picture 
and painted bright red over anything that 
looked darker than its neighbour and then 
zoomed out again. Joined the broken 
corner back and then just showed the red 
overlay (Fig.1)

“This is the burial place appointd for 
John Mackenzie at Muire of … Maclennan 
his spouse 1777” and while I haven’t 
quite got that middle line—do the last 
five characters look like Isobel to you?—
one day I’ll research the family and may 
discover more. 

And then there’s this next one.
Even when they walk over it, most 

people do not particularly notice a rocky 
depression in the grass of St Clements 
near the bell-tower of its predecessor. 
But peel away the moss, and photograph 
what shows up, and something better 
appears, all two meters of it (Fig. 2)

 I couldn’t make out much of the worn 
Latin around the edge but luck found me 
an English translation of it and the same 
sort of photo-editing as with the other 

 (Fig.1)
of intestacy. I haven’t yet found out what 
happened in the end, but in the latest 
lawyers’ letter I have seen, the two sets 
of Spanish counsel disagreed on the 
interpretation of the application of the 
Chilean Civil Code relating to the division 
of an inheritance between unnamed and 
unspecified relatives (normally encountered 
in the absence of a will).

One set of lawyers maintained that the 
family part of the inheritance should be 
shared between Colin’s maternal first 
cousin Rev Farquhar MacIver of Glenshiel 
and the children of a deceased, paternal 
first cousin Catherine MacLennan or 
Gillanders (farmers in Strathconon). The 
siblings of both these contenders being 
disqualified on the grounds that they had 
emigrated and were no longer domiciled in 
Scotland. 

The other claimed that the Testator 
had not intended to exclude the relatives 
that had emigrated and therefore the 
inheritance should be divided between the 
Rev MacIver and his sister Ann MacIver or 
Campbell, resident in New York, the only 
two first cousins still alive in 1858. 

The importance of this dispute to us 
today is that the lawyers’ letters and the 
Table describe at great length Colin’s 
relatives, their spouses and children, 
their occupations, where they lived and 
where they emigrated to – pure gold dust 
for a family historian. They document the 
people whose existence and relatedness 
would otherwise remain hidden from the 
record – for the most part small tenants and 
agricultural labourers in an area with very 
sparse parochial records.

The numbering on my table now makes 
sense, although there is an error in my 
table describing Roderick (2) and Thomas 
(4) as father & son rather than as brothers. 
There is some doubt over the sibling order 
of some of the families, and some names 
appear to be absent, but overall the Tables 
ought to be correct because the Edinburgh 
lawyers either sought written proof (unlikely 
to have existed), or they consulted widely 
until they got agreement.

The Table has an extensive key to the 73 
numbered individuals, which has enabled 
me to use the information as a finding aid 
to track down the descendants in the early 
censuses, and find those who died after 
1855 and thereby left a statutory death 
certificate proving their parentage and 
origins. Every single person I have traced 
so far has proved to be consistent with the 
information on the big table, so I am very 
confident about its accuracy. 

For example, “21. Catherine MacLennan 
married to John Gillanders, Kinlochluichart” 
and their daughter “48. Jane Gillanders 
wife of Alexander Finlayson, Farm servant, 
Dingwall”.  Jane Finlayson’s death certificate 
(1892) verified her parents and spouse; the 
information on her mother’s death certificate 
(1st June 1857 Catherine Gillanders, widow, 
at Caoran, Little Scatwell, age 79. Parents 
John Maclennan, Farmer (deceased) and 
Isabella Mackenzie (deceased). Burial 
Ground at Strathbran. Informant Alexr 
Gillanders, son) ties in exactly with that 
on the Table, and provides a birth date for 
Catherine of 1778. Isabella Mackenzie was 
the grand-daughter of Hector (1) Mackenzie 
of Arrieleitrach, tentatively putting his birth 
before 1700.

Another two examples, “25. John 
Mackenzie, Farmer in Stirlinghill, Peterhead” 
and his daughter “62. Catherine Mackenzie 
married William Hay, Tailor in Aberdeen” 
have been fairly straightforward to trace 
because they moved out of Contin.

Several of the Mackenzies were 
considerate enough (to us) to marry 
Finlaysons, Gollans, Gillanders, Greenfields 
or Murchisons and these have all been 
identified in censuses and in birth, marriage 
and death certificates although those who 
remained in central Rosshire and married 
people with more common names are 
proving more elusive.

Are any of these names familiar? Can you 
shed any light on these Mackenzies?If so, 
please contact me at :
jean.mackenzie2@btinternet.com
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stone let me make this drawing and gave 
more clarity in the letters. It celebrates the 
wife and son of William Kemp who erected 
St Clement’s Aisle, the collapsing (but soon 
to be professionally conserved) last surviving 
piece of the pre-Reformation parish church 
of Dingwall. The border inscription starts with 
‘Here lie’, so I could recognise ‘Hic jacent’ and 
it finished with 1510 which is visible upside 
down at the bottom. “Sir Thomas Kemp had 
me made AD 1531” suggests Dom for the first 
word that I didn’t recognise at first. An expert 
in symbols is what I chiefly need to explain 
the eye-like circles around the knightly sword-
bladed cross.

I put the moss duvet back and this is how 
it looks now. 

The third benefit of offering pictures shows 
the artwork that a description can never bring 
home. Dingwall memorials include the whole 

range from tiny crosses through marble slabs 
to a 100-foot tower dominating the town.  A 
bunch of grapes carved looking out of an 
obelisk. Masonic symbols. A 17th-century 
skull and crossed bones. Fouled anchors for 
sailors and Art Nouveau brasses. Regimental 
insignia. The sandstone crosses to Sergeant 
Mowat and Frank Harper are as good as 
anything anywhere else. The war memorials 
are beautiful, poignant and expressive. Art 
styles and movements appear in the brasses 
and the stonework and are naturally dated to 
show when the fashions passed through. To 
give a small and very overlookable example, 
the fashion of cast-iron memorials came late 
to Dingwall and we have just this collapsed 
lump of curlicues and marble remembering 
farmer Andrew Sharp who died in 1877. But if 
you separate out the bits and take pictures of 
them, you can join them back together to get 
an idea of the shining strength it showed when 
new, representing the feelings of his family.

And my final value in a photograph of a 
memorial is the sheer tangibility of seeing—
even in picture form—a memorial erected 
by the hands of your own multi-greats-
grandfather, in a place which you may never 
get to visit, but a place where his and your 
relations wept for a loss you have felt yourself 
at newer times and in other graveyards. 

 (Fig.2)

It says something about the Highland diaspora that I, an Irish Canadian whose ancestors had to 
leave Argyll, needed help in translating this material in Ross-shire and received it from another 
Canadian member. Maureen Lyon, originally from Shawbost and who teaches Gaelic in British 
Columbia, emailed her student Brian Webster (member 1038) with the answer. What can I say to 
Maureen and Brian but a firm “Taing!”

Thanks too to Alastair Gordon for pointing me to the Oxford Books of Greek Verse. The words of 
Simonides of Ceos refer to the Spartans at Thermopylae: ΟΥΔΕ ΤΕΘΝΑΣΙ ΘΑΝΟΝΤΕΣ, or Oude tethnasi 
thanontes  =  and dying they did not die [ie because their fame continued]. 

Maureen also pointed out some doubtful words in my transcription which I will recheck so that the 
final version will be accurate when we publish it.

by Jonathan McColl

Yes, you can translate these memorials!

Cha do shir is cha do sheachainn iad an cath. 
Cha do thill ach an cliù.
 

Carn cuimhne nan Gaidheal
Tìr mo chridhe  
an ceòl bu bhinne
thigibh dhachaidh gu bràth
buaidh leis an làimh
a cheanglas an teud briste.

Is fearr duthchas
na gach nì
an am cruadail
aithnichear na gaisgich.
Sliochd fineachan uasal
a ghin o na tuathaich
sheas iad an dùthaich
anns gach cùis agas c’as. 

Fir nach d chuir cùl ri caraid no ri nàmhaid
toiseach teachd is deireadh falbh
Fir nach do reic is nach do cheannaich a choir
is buainne bladh na saoghal.
Firinn ‘n an cridhe
neart ‘n an làmhaigh
coimhlionadh ‘n an teangaidh.
 

Is ian bhios iomradh
air a ghaisleach
an tus catha
bfheàrr na ceud
Chlann nan Gaidheal
chlann nan gaisgeach
leanaibh dluth ri bhur cliù
is bhur n-eachdraidh 

Beal a labhras
ach gnìomh a dearbhas
tha an uaisle mar a chumar i 

They did not seek and they did not run away 
from battle
Only their reputation returned

Memorial cairn of the Gaels
Land of my heart
the sweetest of music
come home for ever
victory to the hand
that repairs the broken harp (fiddle) string

Heredity (nationality) is better
than anything
in times of hardship
one recognises the heroes,
a generation of noble clansmen
bred from the peasantry
they stood up for their country
in every trial and danger.

Men who didn’t turn their backs on friend nor 
enemy
quick to rally, slow to leave
men who neither bought nor sold the claim that
renown is more lasting than life
Truth in their hearts
strength in their hands
accomplished in their speech

It is a bird who heralds
the heroes
at the beginning of strife (war)
Better than a hundred
Children of the Gael
children of the heroes
Follow your heredity closely
and your history

The mouth speaks
but action proves
the nobility (gentry) is as it is kept
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Gun cuartaich sìth an t-àite so
mar sgiathaibh calamain
Bha onair nan Gàidheal
an earbsa r’an tàbhachd
Bha sin mar a b’àbhaist
gun fhàillinn fo’n ghrèin
….
Mairidh an cuimhne 

May peace surround this place
like the wings of a dove
the honour of the Gaels was
dependent on their efficiency
That was as usual
without defect under the sun
…
The memory will live on.

Have you heard about the new golf 
course just outside Inverness? No, not 
Castle Stuart, but the Cabot Links; and 
that’s Inverness, New Scotland, not Old 
– which is located just to the south of 
the Cape Breton Highlands, in the north 
of which can also be found a Dingwall. 
Nova Scotian Invernessians are as proud 
of their new golf course as some of us 
may be of ours, and just as hopeful 
that it will bring an influx of well-heeled 
golfing visitors – and maybe one day 
host the Canadian equivalent of the 
Barclay’s Scottish Open. In the meantime 
Inverness NS remains a fairly sleepy little 
town with no more than a few thousand 
inhabitants; though it has an interesting 
and varied history dominated by names 
from our part of the world. Much of the 
following account comes from E. J. Ned 
Macdonald’s “Governed by the Whistle: 
A History of Inverness Town 1803-2004” 
which I purchased earlier this year from 
the Mining Museum in the old station at 
Inverness NS.

The first European to settle there was Angus 
MacIsaac from the isle of Canna. Members of his 
family had emigrated originally to Prince Edward 
Island, and he was living in Antigonish, on the 
mainland of Nova Scotia when in 1803 he hired 
a boat to survey the west coast of Cape Breton 
Island “…in search of available land that would 
remind him of home”. Being a Gaelic speaker, he 
named the place he found, which had a natural 
harbour surrounded by numerous small hills, 
Sithean, or “Land of the Fairies”. At some stage 
the place was renamed Loch Leven, and its 
original name re-appeared in an Anglicised form 
when it later became Broad Cove Shean. 

The second settler was another MacIsaac – 
Donald from the Isle of Skye – though he’s said 
not to have been related to Angus. Donald’s 
son Alexander joined him, but later left to go to 
New Zealand. These MacIsaacs were followed 
by Hector MacKinnon from Eigg, and then, in 
1810, by Roderick MacLean from Rum. Roderick 
married Angus MacIsaac’s sister, and one of 
their sons – Donald, born 1831 – lived to see the 
town incorporated in 1904 with it’s new name of 
Inverness  (though the county it was in had been 
so-named as early as 1837, because so many 
of its inhabitants had come from the original 
Inverness-shire). 

From Inverness to Inverness                                                               
By Graeme Mackenzie

Inverness Station (now a museum)

By 1818, when a census was taken of the 
inhabitants of Broad Cove, the population of 
156 included 14 MacIsaac households, 10 
McLean households, 6 McDonald households, 
3 McKinnon households, 3 MacDougald 
households, 2 MacIntire households, 2 Gillis 
households, 1 McInnis household, 1 McLoud 
household, and 1 Kennedy household. All came 
from Scotland, PEI, or Nova Scotia. An 1841 
school role lists, in addition to these names, 
a Campbell, 2 Sutherlands, 3 MacLellans, 2 
Smiths/Smyths, and 1 MacEachern; while an 
1891 sketch of the pioneers of the northern area 
of the settlement also includes more Smiths 
(nicknamed “Ban”), MacPhersons, MacLennans, 
and a MacQuarrie.

In 1863 a John Beaton from South West 
Mabou – a settlement to the south of Inverness – 
bought some land from Alexander MacIsaac, the 
son of pioneer Donald from Skye, and discovered 
on it the mineral that was to transform the 
hitherto agrarian community of Inverness. While 
coal was so common near the surface around 
Inverness that it had been used for years as a 
domestic fuel, the discovery of a substantial 
seam led on to the establishment in the 1870s 
of a commercial operation in which “…the coal 
was conveyed on a wooden tramway to the 
mouth of the river where it was then dumped into 
lighters and then transferred by skows from the 
river’s mouth to the vessels anchored in deep 
water”. This was not a terribly efficient means 

of transporting this valuable commodity – which 
was initially destined for Prince Edward Island 
– and schemes for building a proper harbour, 
and a railroad to bring the coal to ocean-going 
ships in it, finally came to fruition in the 1880s 
and ‘90s with the formation of the Broad Cove 
Coal Company Ltd. This was owned by a larger-
than-life entrepreneur from Maine, USA, called 
William Penn Hussey, who is described in a local 
history as: “A man of excessive weight who rode 
around on a big white horse, wearing cowboy 
togs, a six gallon hat, and two pistols dangling 
on each side of a gun belt…”. 

Hussey may have looked like a clown to the 
Highlanders of Inverness, but he was no fool. 
The story is told of how he persuaded a Swiss 
businessman to invest a million dollars in his 
company by painting a cliff black and saying 
it was coal as they sailed into the harbour 
at MacIsaac’s Pond. He was also aware of 
the need to provide for his employees, and 
Broad Cove expanded rapidly in size as he 
built cottages for an expanding workforce. In 
due course Hussey retired to a stately home 
in Danvers, Massachusetts, and handed over 
control of the company to his son J. Fred 
Hussey. In the early 1900s however Hussey 
Junior decided that Broad Cove was no longer 
viable, and was sent on his way back to the 
United States with “a Highland send-off” from 
300 people accompanied by 10 bagpipers. The 
mines were taken over then by the “Inverness 

McMillan Farm at East Lake, Ainslie
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Railway and Coal Company”, a subsidiary of the 
famous Canadian railway business “Mackenzie 
and Mann”. They connected the local line to the 
national network by building a branch from Port 
Hawkesbury, and as a result made the Inverness 
coal mines into “...an honourable industry in our 
midst for which generations of our people have 
wished, waited, and prayed.” 

At the height of its prosperity the town of 
Inverness NS also became home to a branch 
of another originally Hebridean family – the 
MacMillans from Muck – though they had by 
then been settled for some time in the hinterland 
of Inverness County. They were descended from 
six brothers who had sailed from Tobermory, 
Mull, in 1822 on the ship “Commerce”, to Plaster 
Cove – now Port Hastings – on the Cape Breton 
side of the “Gut (or Straits) of Canso”. It may 
be no coincidence that the Canso Ferry at that 
time was owned and run by another family of 
MacMillans – though there’s no suggestion in 
the known history of either family that they were 
related (these other MacMillans having come 
from Lochaber in the first decade of the 1800s) 
– but the newcomers didn’t stay long in that 
vicinity. Malcolm, Duncan, Neil, Donald, Angus, 
and another Donald – known as Donald the 
Turner – along with their sister Catherine, moved 
inland and settled in the East Lake Ainslie area, 
where many of their descendants still live.

It’s a lovely district, described thus in 1922 
by the historian of Inverness County, J. L. 
Macdougall: 

“The land rises very gently from the lake 
inward for half a mile, and then lifts abruptly into 
towering hills and mountains. The front farms 
are well cleared and cultivated, and the natural 
scenery is very pretty. To the early immigrants 
this handsome lake, hidden in the wilderness, 
was always a happy relief. It was a glorious 
break in the spell of the forest….

The residents of this district are, we think 
without exception, lineal descendants of the 
generic Highland Scots. The settlers fronting 
on the Lake are all Presbyterians, having their 
own resident minister, and their own church 
and manse. The people living in the rear section 
are chiefly Catholics belonging to the parish of 
South West Margaree. We doubt there is a rural 
section in Nova Scotia, of the size of East Lake, 
that turned out more Presbyterian Ministers than 
did this district in the last century.”

 The progeny of the six brothers produced 
more than their fair share of these Ministers: 
Laughlin son of Neil; Hugh son of Angus; Donald 
son of Duncan; Neil son of Donald the Turner; 

and in later generations, Duncan MacMillan and 
John MacMillan. Reverend Donald MacMillan is 
described by the local historian, who knew him, 
as: “Large in soul and body, prudent, thoughtful, 
quiet, kind and reasonable, we should not think 
it irreverent to describe him as one of God’s own 
selected messengers”.

Rev. Donald’s brother Edward was a merchant 
in the village of Whycogamagh, and it was his 
son Dr. Charles Edward MacMillan who moved 
into Inverness town, where in the early 1900s he 
ran the Imperial Drug Store. In 1912 Dr Charles 
bought a fine newly built house from fellow 
druggist Samuel Whiston, and it was in what 
is now called the MacMillan-Cameron House 
that I learnt all about this branch of the Muck 
MacMillans from Dr. Charles’ daughter, the 93 
year old Mrs Robie Cameron.

Over a lovely lobster supper, with many of 
her large family in attendance, Roberta Borden 
MacMillan, who had married Douglas Haig 
Cameron in 1946, led me through the family 
tree from the seven siblings of 1822 to her own 
seventeen grandchildren of 2011 – one of whom 
it turned out had married a cousin from the 
branch of the Muck MacMillans with whom we’d 
had lunch, on the shores of East Lake Ainslie, 
earlier in the day. As the lobsters were cracked 
open, and the genealogical chat rolled out, a 
glorious sunset lit up the western sky across 
the rolling fairways of the latest development 
in the history of this Nova Scotian town. A 
memorable occasion for a family historian from 
old Inverness.  

Mrs. Robie Cameron

The Enigma that is 
Catherine McDonald
by Jennifer Cox

Circa 1792
Our known McDonald family history begins with the birth of John McDonald, 
my great-great grandfather.  His father was Duncan McDonell of Kinlochlochy, 
Glengarry, Invernessshire.  

Family tree 
In the family tree below and following I have used the Scottish naming pattern to ‘guess’ 
the names we do not know.    

All of these births were registered with only the father’s name, which was normal at 
that time and therefore we do not know the mother’s name.  He gave his occupation as 
‘Servant’ from Kinlochlochy for the first three births but thereafter said he was a ‘Hiredman’ 
from Kinloch or Kenloch.  We have to assume that this family was poor. The births were 
entered under ‘Register of the Births of Pensioners’ and that meant they had applied for 
poor relief assistance from the ‘Kinloch Bequest’. There are no baptism records for these 

children.  We believe they were Catholics and so may not 
have wanted to baptise the children in the Kirk.

Nothing else is known about John McDonald until 1818 
when he married Janet McPhee at Achluachrach, Brae 
Lochaber in the parish of Kilmonivaig, Glengarry, in the 
old Scottish county of Invernessshire.  Janet was born 
in 1799 in a neighbouring parish at Glenelg, Knoydart, 
Invernessshire.  Janet’s parents were John McPhee, 
fisherman, and Catherine McPhee (nee McLeod).

They were married on the 12thFebruary 1818 in 
Achluachrach.  The marriage entry in Kilmonivaig parish 
records shows John as John MacDonell and Janet as 
Janet MacPhee.

Today, the Roman Catholic Parish of Roy Bridge 
has four places of worship.   The most interesting and 
significant of these is the 15th Century Cille Choirill at Cille Choirill – Achluachrach
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Achluachrach.  Cille Choirill is the Gaelic name for the church of St Cairell; church of St Cyril.  
Over time the church fell into disrepair, and by the 1920s it was a virtual ruin.  The church 

was completely restored, largely financed by Lochaber descendants in Nova Scotia, Canada, 
and reopened in 1932 with a beautiful new roof.  The church required further restoration in 
1986 after cracks in the walls were noted.  Generous donations were made, in excess of that 
needed, and the church reopened two years later with a proper foundation.                

Family Tree of John and Janet McDonald
John McDonald worked as a shepherd in Achluachrach and then must have moved west 

to secure more work.  This was not unusual for someone with his occupation.

1841

In 1841 the family was living about 3 miles from Portree, at Skeabost/Carbost in the parish 
of Snizort, Invernessshire, Isle of Skye. The evidence for this is from the Census of Sunday, 
6th June 1841.  At home on that day were:
John McDonald- 50 
Duncan McDonald- 14 
Jessy (Janet ) McDonald- 11 
Alexr  McDonald- 9 
Archibald McDonald- 6 
Andrew McDonald - 1  

John gave his occupation as agricultural labourer.  He was most likely working as a 
shepherd for the nearby estate of the Macdonald’s of Skeabost.  The rest of the family, 
Janet (his wife), Mary, Ann, Sally and Catherine, must have been away from home on the 
census day; so far we have not found the five of them listed anywhere else.

Ann McDonald had married Hector McMillan in St Mary’s Church, Edinburgh on the 17th 
January, 1848.  Prior to the marriage, Hector was residing at No 11 Dundas Street in St 
Mary’s Parish and Ann resided in the same parish at No 27 Cumberland Street.   We must 
assume that they were living there for reasons of employment and that they moved west 
again before 1851 to rejoin the family for emigration.  I note that Mary McMillan’s birthplace 
was given as ‘Isle of Skye’.  Therefore, they must have returned to Skye before her birth, 
around 1848/49, and then south to Glasgow.  It was strongly encouraged by the Highlands 
and Islands Emigration Society that whole families emigrated together to ensure a happier 
settlement in their new country.  

Steps Toward Emigration
The first step was to leave their place of abode on the Isle of Skye and make their way south 
to find employment in order to have a better life and save for emigration.  They must have 

decided to emigrate as early as 1849 when Ann and Hector returned to Skye.  The family 
had financial assistance to emigrate via the Highlands and Islands Emigration Society’s 
scheme to assist those too poor to pay the fare of £15 and I note that a contribution was 
made by Lord Macdonald

The family moved to Glasgow, prior to emigration.  It is not known when they moved 
south, but according to the census of 1851 they were living in Glasgow. 

1851
The 1851 Census, collected on Sunday 30th March, shows that our McDonald family was 
living in St Enoch’s parish, Springburn; 18 Moodies Court, 31 Argyle Street, Glasgow:  
John McDonald- Head, 61, labourer, born Invernessshire, Glengarry
Janet McDonald-Wife aged 54, born Invernessshire, Knoydart
Duncan-son, 24, Porter in a provision shop, born Invernessshire, Glengarry
Janet- daughter, 20, House servant, born Invernessshire, Isle of Skye
Alexr-son, 18, Porter in a yarn warehouse, born Invernessshire, Isle of Skye
Archibald- son, 15, born Invernessshire, Isle of Skye
Andrew- son, 10, born Invernessshire, Isle of Skye
With the family were 3 relatives; 
Alexr McDonald, neph, 24, labourer, born Invernessshire, Isle of Skye
John Stewart, neph, 23, shoemaker, born Invernessshire, Knoydart
Also present was Ann’s daughter:
Mary McMillan, granddaughter, 2, born Invernessshire, Isle of Skye

Hector and Ann were living in St John’s Parish, Springburn, at 26 Marshall’s Lane, Argyle 
Street, Glasgow.  
Hector McMillan-Lodger, 27, labourer, born Invernessshire, Isle of Skye
Ann McMillan- Lodger, 28, born Invernessshire, Glengarry
Malcolm McMillan- Lodger’s child, 8 m, born Stirlingshire, Lauriston

It seems that, Malcolm, then aged 8 months, must have died c.1851/52, as he did go to 
Australia with the family, but no death or burial record has been found for him.

1852
On the 20th October 1852, Hector McMillan applied for poor relief on account of ‘bad 
eyes and headache’.  The record shows that he was born in Bracadale, Isle of Skye (a 
neighbouring parish to Snizort).  He resided at 56 Carrick Street Glasgow with his wife Ann 
aged 31 from Carbost (Snizort), had 2 children, Mary aged 4 and John aged 6 weeks, born 
‘in present house’.  Hector had not worked for 3 weeks and received 2 shillings on 22nd of 
October and 2 and 6 pence on the 27th October.

1853
Alexander McDonald aged 20 married Mary McDougall aged 21, on 30th July 1853.  Mary 
was born in Oban c.1830.  The marriage took place in Glasgow a few months before they 
were to emigrate.  

They left on board the ‘New Zealander’ which sailed from Southampton on 23 August and 
arrived in Portland, Victoria on 30 November, 1853.    

I am trying to get some information about Catherine McDonald, born c1829.  My mother 
said her mother used to write to someone in Nth/Sth Dakota every Christmas.   Catherine 
was still alive when her mother, Janet McDonald, died on 4 October in 1874.  She did not 
travel with the family on the New Zealander, so what happened to her?
Jennifer Cox (2321). E-mail: jm-cox@btconnect.com
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The Murder of Constable Thomas King 

On Sunday, 20 December 1998, a small group of 
people gathered at the Abernethy Churchyard and 
later at the Northern Constabulary Headquarters 
in Inverness to commemorate the life and death 
of Constable Thomas King. On the other side of 
the world, in Australia, on the same day, another 
slightly larger group of people commemorated the 
life and death of Constable King, in thought and 
spirit. We, his descendants, felt it was appropriate 

Constable Thomas King
By Jocelyn Gould
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I have been sent copies of articles relating 
to the commemoration ceremonies 
marking the centenary of the murder of 
Constable Thomas King, by members 
of the HFHS who knew of my interest in 
this family. Constable King was my great 
grandfather. The ceremonies prompted 
me to put onto paper, my reflections of 
this incident, based on my research over 
the past 15 years, and to acknowledge 
the help that I have received from fellow 
members over that time. It may be of 
interest to members resident in the local 
area who read their papers but didn’t know 
of the significance of the event in the lives 
of some families here in Australia.

to pay tribute to our ancestor on the centenary of 
his murder and so it was that one of our number, 
resident in England, initiated the two ceremonies 
with the support of the Northern Constabulary.

It was on a fateful day just five days before 
Christmas 1898, that great grandfather King 
was the victim of, in the words of the reporter 
for the Aberdeen Journal, ‘a deliberate and 
cold blooded murder’ which was to irrevocably 
change the course of the lives of the King family.

Thomas King was the second child born to 
John King and Eliza Priest at Cowfords in the 
parish of Speymouth, on 27 November 1852. 
On 8 June 1879, whilst working as a ploughman 
at Salterhill, Drainie, he married Jessie Gordon, 
born in the parish of Botriphnie, Banff-shire, a 
domestic servant at Duffus House. Thomas 
was obviously a man of some ambition, as his 
occupation was ‘farm grieve’ at Easter Suddie 
in the parish of Knockbain, on the birth of his 
first child, Janet, (my grandmother) on 7 June 
1881. The family were still at Easter Suddie for 
the birth of the second daughter, Eliza, in June 
1882, Thomas still being a farm grieve.

The culmination of Thomas’ ambitions was 
the noble and honourable desire to protect 
and serve the community, and to this end, on 
5 February 1883, he was appointed a Police 
Constable in the Inverness-shire Constabulary, a 
day that was to herald the start of an all too brief 
career ending so violently less than seventeen 
years later. His widow’s personal papers show 
that he was transferred to Abernethy on 21 
March 1883 and thence to Inch, where he took 
up duties on 1 October 1883. The life of a bobby 
in the village of Inch must have agreed with the 
constable and his wife, as daughter Blanche was 
born in November 1884, followed by Isabella in 
January 1886 and his first son, Thomas, in April 
1888.

His service record states that he was 
transferred to Abernethy on 18 July 1888 and 
son Robert was born at The Old Female School, 
Abernethy, on 12 August 1890. By 1895, he was 
still the local police constable and the proud 
father of what was to be his youngest daughter, 
Catharine, born 17 May. He was progressing 
well through the ranks of the constabulary as 
he had been promoted to the rank of 1st class 
constable on 14 February 1889.

Life must have been very agreeable for the 
family in the village of Nethy Bridge. It is reported 
that Constable King was a favourite with the 
villagers, popular, and held in high esteem. 
He was a man of much tact and intelligence. 
Great grandfather King was apparently a 

solidly built man well over six feet tall, ‘a man 
of commanding and striking appearance’ 
according to the newspaper report - not one to 
be easily intimidated by any hardened criminal. 
He was diligent in the performance of his duty 
dispensing justice fairly and without favour. He 
would not have shirked the task given to him 
that dreadful day, of apprehending one of the 
area’s most notorious poachers and caterans.

His daughter Janet was equally diligent in 
applying herself to her studies, receiving a 
Merit Certificate in April 1896 from the Scotch 
Education Department at the conclusion of her 
schooling at the Abernethy Public School. She 
showed a thorough efficiency in Reading, Writing 
and Arithmetic as well as the class subjects of 
English and Geography and the special subjects 
of Latin and Mathematics. This result, as well as 
her entirely satisfactory character and conduct, 
may have been conducive to her signing an 
indenture with the school board of Abernethy 
and Kincardine just two months later, on 9 June 
1896. Thus began her career as a pupil teacher 
two days after her fifteenth birthday. No doubt 
the family were glad of the extra income that 
Janet would have been able to contribute. She 
was also a proficient violinist and no doubt the 
family home would have reverberated to the 
strains of music and laughter like the homes of 
many families filled with children.

It has always been part of our oral family 
history that Granny King ‘had the second sight’ 
Apparently she had a premonition of dread just 
prior to the murder. She insisted her husband 
wear an extra thick layer of padding under his 
vest on the fateful day in case he found himself 
in a life threatening situation. Sadly she was right 
but what chance an extra thick layer of cotton 
padding against a rifle fired at close range?

According to reports of the event, Constable 
King and his neighbouring colleague, Constable 
McNevin, were tracking down the soon-to-be 
murderer, Allan Macallum, all day on that fateful 
December day, for non-payment of poaching 
fines. Macallum had issued threats that he 
would ‘get’ anyone who came after him, such 
was the nature of the man. He was known to 
frequent the area of Milton Tulloch near Nethy 
Bridge where he was notorious for his poaching. 
They eventually cornered him at 4pm in the 
kitchen of “Black May” Macpherson’s dwelling 
where he was a lodger and the father of Black 
May’s grandson. There were two rooms in the 
hovel, for it scarcely deserved the term ‘home’ 
the bedroom to the right of the door and the 
kitchen to the left. It was agreed that the plan of 

Monumental Inscriptions Project
by John Durham

Abernethy Churchyard
Stuart Farrell, once he had finished checking his transcriptions, passed them on to me 
for indexing. As the weather in the Inverness area has been so reasonable over the past 
month or so, a lot of time has been spent in the garden and I am only now getting down 
to the indexing. I noticed that one of the inscriptions referred to a Police Constable who 
was “killed in the execution of his duty”. My immediate reaction was to wonder if this 
would make a suitable article for the journal. While considering what to do next I felt that 
the name of the policeman, Thomas King, rang a bell. Hadn’t someone already written an 
article on the subject?

A quick check of the index of articles confirmed that one of our members, Jocelyn 
Gould, a direct descendant of Thomas King, had submitted an article that appeared in 
a journal that came out in 1999. With the publication of all the monumental inscriptions 
in Abernethy due next month, and as Stuart had taken a photograph of the relevant 
gravestone, this seems like an ideal opportunity to reprint the original article. Here it is.



action would be for Constable McNevin to enter 
the room to the right and Constable King would 
go to the room on the left. One bullet was all that 
the habitual poacher Macallum needed, even in 
the pitch black interior, to change the course of 
our history.

The funeral of great grandfather King was, 
in the words of the local correspondent, ‘an 
impressive scene’ with the cortège being one 
of the largest ever seen in Abernethy due to 
the respect with which the murdered policeman 
was held and the tragic nature of his death. The 
children were not required to return to school 
after the burial and ‘the village exhibited every 
outward sign of mourning’.

Perhaps as a result of this needless loss of 
life, Janet King resigned from her teaching 
career in April 1899 and went to London to 
train as a nurse. She obviously determined 
that she would devote her life to saving lives - 
an understandable and noble ambition forged 
by the terrible tragedy that had befallen the 
family. An unfortunate accident cut short her 
nursing career and she returned to Scotland and 
resumed teaching. In the meantime, the widow 
and her younger children had to vacate the 
police house in Nethy Bridge and they moved 
to Grantown on Spey where the younger ones 
obtained work as they became old enough.

By 1906 Janet had convinced her mother that 
emigrating to Australia might offer the family a 
chance of a better life. On 6 April that year Jessie 
King, accompanied by Janet, then aged 24, 
whose occupation was listed as a teacher, Robert 
aged 16 and Catharine aged 11, both scholars, 
sailed from London bound for the fledgling colony 
of Australia. They arrived in Brisbane on 25 May 
1906 and thus began charting a new course in 

the history of the King family. Over the next three 
years, Jessie’s other children, Eliza, Isabella, 
Blanche with her husband and daughter, and 
Thomas, all emigrated to Brisbane. Most of their 
descendants still live there to this day.

Jessie Gordon King was a woman of great 
fortitude who endured misfortune and overcame 
it. She never returned to Scotland. She outlived 
all but three of her children and is buried in a 
peaceful garden of remembrance far from the 
grave of her beloved husband.
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QUERIES . . . . .
DO YOU HAVE ANY QUERIES OR CAN YOU HELP ANOTHER MEMBER TO SOLVE ANY 
PROBLEMS THEY HAVE. THENCONTACT US ON info@highlandfamilyhistorysociety.com  

1   I am trying to establish whether my Gt. 
Gt. Grandmother Ann MacKenzie was the 
daughter of Donald MacKenzie (Shoemaker) of 
Knockbain & Elizabeth Noble, born on 22.3.1805. 
Anne married a James Wilson of Dundee and 
their first child Donald was born in Cromarty 
on 23.10.1830. Father’s occupation listed 
as Heckler (flax related). Later children were 
Maryanne, Isabella, Elizabeth & James, all born 
in Cockpen,Midlothian (1832-39) and Alexander, 
Helen & William born in South Leith, Midlothian 
(1841-45). Census returns always stated that 
Anne was born in Knockbain, Ross-shire and the 
1841 census showed she had a sister Elizabeth 
approx. 5 years younger. Recently Ann showed 
up on the 1881 Census still in South Leith born 
about 1806 in Ferintosh, Ross-shire and listed 
with her son James, born 1839 in Cockpen. 
When I searched the Knockbain Parish records a 
few years ago in Inverness, the best match was 
Donald MacKinzie and his wife Elizabeth Noble. 
Any help in my research would be appreciated.
Eileen Englebright (2535) e-mail address:
eileenenglebright@hotmail.co.uk.

2   Elizabeth Noble was married to Donald 
MacKenzie (Shoemaker) of Knockbain. Their 
children were Margaret, Isabella, Alexander, 
Annie, Kenneth, Elizabeth, Mary and John(born 
between 1799-1821). Elizabeth died, aged 90, 
on 21.11.1866 registered by her youngest son 

John (also a shoemaker) in Munlochy, Black 
Isle. Her death certificate gives her father 
as Alexander Noble, crofter from Killearnan. 
Scotlandspeople give a birth of an Elizabeth 
Noble on the 17th August 1777 in Killearnan 
Parish to an Alexander Noble, a “mealer” in 
“Cralnacrish” (my best interpretation) and 
an Elizabeth Campbel. Can any-one assist 
me in explaining what a Mealer was and the 
possible whereabouts of her birthplace in the 
Killearnan Parish?
Eileen Englebright (details as above).

3   This is a general query.  In your family history 
experience have you come across the situation 
where a brother takes on the name of another 
brother who has since died. I am not talking 
about the situation in a series of births where 
perhaps one child dies very young and the name 
being given to another child born later.  The 
example in my case if where one brother is killed 
during the Indian Mutiny and his younger brother 
takes on the name of the dead brother and uses 
it along or instead of his own. I thought that I had 
heard of this before but I am not sure.  There is a 
biblical precedent to this and it did happen in the 
bible.  I am just trying to establish a possible, but 
only tenuous link, where someone leaves Ireland 
and turns up in New Zealand with a different 
Christian name.
Jim Bailey (1163) e-mail: jimbly@eircom.net.

Free Church Records for Highland Part 3
Further to my article in the last issue, here is some more information on the New Project by 
the Highland Family History Society of the transcription and publication of those records of 
the Free Church which are held in the Highland Council or National Archives. Baptisms for the 
Parish of Fearn for 1844-1890 have been published, with those for Alness of Baptisms (1843-
1929) and Marriages (1847-1912) are now at the printers and should be available soon.

But what’s missing or where are the gaps? The following is a list of those records held in the 
Highland Council Archives of those congregations in Ross & Cromarty of the Free Church that 
passed into the United Free Church and then onto the Church of Scotland where records of baptisms 
or marriages seem to have been lost and partly whats available:
•  Avoch – Session Minutes from 1859  •  Dingwall – Minutes from 1900  •  Logie Easter – Minutes   
 from 1843  •  Kilmuir Easter – Communion Roll from 1907  •  Urray – Minutes from 1900
It may be possible that records are still held by the existing Free Church. The following 
Parishes for Ross & Cromarty adhered to the Free Church in 1900:
•  Contin  •  Fodderty  •  Gairloch  •  Glenshiel  •  Kintail  •  Lochalsh  •  Lochbroom  •  Lochcarron
•  Rosskeen  •  Tarbat  •  Urquhart & Logie Wester

In the next issue I will give an update on the project and give details for those parishes in   
 Inverness-shire.

A slap on the wrist
In February 1852 the following interesting and somewhat critical comment about the workings 
of the Free Church of Scotland appeared among the list of baptisms in the Old Parochial 
Records (OPR) for the Parish of Alvie in Inverness-shire. They were made by Peter Grant, the 
clerk to the Kirk Session of the Church of Scotland, the Established Church.

The entries of Births and Baptisms in this and the preceding pages are irregular owing to some of 
the Free Church people, who it appears, seemed careless whether or not they got the names of their 
children registered, but who now seem to see their error and come to register their children’s names; 
and probably some more of them will come hereafter to get their children’s names registered.

Had the Free Church Clergymen studied the interest of their people, they would not have baptized 
a child without a certificate from the Session Clerk testifying that the child’s name was registered, 
such as the Established Churchmen do.

by Stuart Farrell
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New Members:
2533. Mr Chris Cooper – Nottingham, NG8 2BB.
2534. Mr Robert MacDonald – Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T6E 6T4.
2535. Mrs Eileen Englebright – St. Albans, AL1 5SA.
2536. Mr Robert L. Munro – Inverness IV2 4EF.
2537. Mrs Jennifer Volker – Phoenix, AZ., U. S. A.
2538. Mr Iain Macdonald – Aberdeen, AB21 9LP.
2539. Mrs Margaret S. Wilson – Haywards Heath, RH17 5DN.
2540. Mrs Dorothy Mann – Bairnsdale, Victoria 3875, Australia.
2541. Mrs Barbara Folkard – Bowning, N. S. W. 2582, Australia.
2542. Mrs June Clark – Inverness IV2 4EG.
2543. Ms Hazel Torrie – Inverness IV2 5HF. 
2544. Mrs Ann W. Johnston – Inverness IV2 3SQ.
2545. Mr Jonathan Allan – Christchurch 8014, New Zealand.
2546. Ms Elspeth A. O’Dell – Rode Heath, Cheshire ST7 3SD.
2547. Mr John S. Munro – Wellington 6012, New Zealand.
2548. Ms Kathy Ferguson – Evanton, by Dingwall, Ross-shire IV16 9UX.
2549. Mrs Muriel E. Bonney – Formby, Nr Liverpool, Lancs L37 1PW.
 
Changes to address etc
1105. Rev. Dr John Taylor – Tewksbury, Glos. GL20 8DA.
1405. Mrs Catherine M. Wisely – Edinburgh EH3 5QD.
1511. Mr Raymond Gavan – Sydney 2229, Australia.
2501. Mr Michael Kitson – Newcastle-upon-Tyne, NE3 1AS.

Resignations:
0256. Mrs Maureen D. McDonald.
1857. Mr Ian J. Fraser

PURCHASING PUBLICATIONSMEMBERS DETAILS
The cost of postage at printed-paper rate, which can be found from the table below, 

must be added to the cost of the publication(s) listed on the previous two pages. Orders 
by post should be sent to the treasurer at 11 Braeside Park, Balloch, Inverness IV2 7HL. 
Cheques should be made payable to Highland Family History Society and must be in 
Sterling.

If you have access to the Internet you can order any publication and pay for it by 
credit or debit card. To do this you should log onto the Society website. From the 
opening page click on Publications, then How to order a publication. On the next 
page click on GENfair. On that website you will see a list of all the sections within our 
‘stall’. Once you have chosen the item(s) you want go to the checkout and follow the 
instructions. You will then be directed onto a safe server to enter your card details. 

Postal Charges Notes:
1. Items heavier than 100g cannot be sent Letter Rate.
2. Items heavier than 750g cannot be sent Large Letter Rate.
3. Add 76p for each 250g or part thereof up to 2Kg.
4. Items heavier than 300g to be charged at 55p for each additional 100g.
5. Items heavier than 300g to be charged at £1.11 for each additional 100g.
6. For items heavier than 550g - visit www.royalmail.com.

NEW POSTAL RATES as at 4th April 2011
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New
publication
Alness Free Church
Stuart Farrell has completed the second in a series 
of transcriptions of the records of the Free Church. 
Following that for Fearn Free Church, published earlier 
in the year, that for Alness Free Church is now available. 
It includes all baptisms between 1843 and 1929 as well 
as marriages for the period 1847 to 1912. The cost of the 
publication is £9.00 and the book weighs 370 grams.



PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE
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