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First, let’s count our blessings. We in
Scotland have always been lucky in having
genealogical records that tell us more
than most: Birth certificates with the
parents’ marriage details given, marriage
certificates that name both of the parents
of the parties, and death certificates that
name the parents of the deceased; none
of which appear on English certificates.
We’ve also long had all the main records
centralised in one building in Edinburgh;
and we’ve always been allowed to look
at the records without having to buy a
copy of the certificate first. Finally, when
computers, digitisation, and the web came
along, the GROS [RIP] were ahead of the
field in indexing, scanning, and making
the results available in Edinburgh and then
online.
So far so good; and especially for the
many of you reading this outwith Scotland,
since you can now do a lot of your research
yourself, at home – at a cost. Ah, and there’s
the rub; because that cost has just gone
up – and not by the rate of inflation, or any
reasonable amount, but by 40%. Scotlands
People and/or Brightsolid - the company
who supply the online service for Scotlands
People (and one is never sure now who is
making the decisions about costs, or indeed
the services they access) – attempted to
justify this, in emails sent out as it was about
to be implemented, by suggesting that it was
to pay for the increased costs they faced in
providing their service and for its widening to
include new records.
It’s only fair to say that they are indeed
regularly adding to the records that are
available (online at least – a point to which
I will return), since in the last couple of years
OPR deaths and the Roman Catholic registers
have come online. However, given the nature
of the online system (which is automated) the
costs of running it, once the data is scanned
and indexed, must be minimal; and since we
know – because we had representatives from
the National Archives of Scotland come and
tell us this at a meeting of the HFHS a couple

of years ago – that a lot of the scanning and
indexing is done for nothing by Mormon
volunteers, the costs involved in adding to
the available records cannot be that great;
and certainly not 40% greater that they were
in previous years.
Then we come to the question of the
material that’s available online which is not
available to visitors to the Scotlands People
Centre. Shortly after the OPR deaths came
online, I was astonished to find I could not
access them at the Centre in Edinburgh; and
on a recent visit I discovered this was also the
case with the RC registers. When I asked the
staff at the Centre (who are always extremely
courteous and helpful – and on this occasion,
apologetic) why the OPR deaths were not
available, they had no idea. Well I can make
an educated guess; because having them
only available online makes more money for
Scotlands People and/or Brightsolid. That
is of course why the 1911 census is also
only available online via Scotlands People
– and again, cannot be accessed in person
in Edinburgh – and probably will not be sold
on CD or in any other form to Family History
Societies or interested individuals; just as
copies of the OPRs and earlier censuses are
no longer available on film or disk should we
wish to have more copies in Inverness.
What can we do about it? Well don’t bother
emailing Scotlands People. I did so, as your
Chairman, and got no reply at all. I copied my
email to Brian Adam MSP because I knew he
was a keen family historian, and eventually
got a reply from him – after a delay of two
months as he waited for a response from the
Registrar General. That response promises
that subscriptions are being considered, and
will be tested when the Kirk Session records
are put online later this year. Subscriptions
are of course a partial answer for those of us
who use Scotlands People regularly; but not
for those of you who only use it from time to
time. You’ll still have to pay 40% more. Do
you think that’s fair?
Graeme Mackenzie
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Hector
Mackenzie
of Arrieleitrach
by Jean Mackenzie

Jean’s scrap of paper (Image1)

I

had long ago given up any hope of tracing Mackenzie ancestors in Fodderty
before 1780, when a recent posting in Rootschat mentioned a couple - Hector
Mackenzie and Avire Letterlach - whose names seemed familiar. Now Hector
is common enough, but Avire Letterlach didn’t look quite right, although I
remembered seeing something very similar on a scrap of paper I had inherited
along with some family letters: Hector Mackenzie Tenant at Arrielettarach [see
image and fig. 1]. The Rootschat poster (Isobel) had inherited a scrap of paper
from her Ullapool Mackenzies [see image & fig. 2] and although initially assuming
that Avire Letterlach was the name of Hector’s wife, was happy to accept that it
was the name of a farm.
Extract from Genealogical Table:
(1) Hector Mackenzie, Tenant at Arrielettarach
(2) Roderick, son of the foregoing, Tenant at Kinlochluichart
(4) Thomas, “
“
“
(12) Roderick “
“
“
(22) Thomas
“
“
“
10 Society Place, Brown Square, Edinburgh
( ) Alexander “
“
“
3 Grindlay Street, Edinburgh
Fig. 1 – transcription of Jean’s paper (Image 1)
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Isobel’s scrap of paper (Image 2)

Arrie Letterach can simply mean
“shieling on the slope over a loch” , but
there only appears to be one in Ross and
Cromarty, in the middle of the south bank
of Loch Luichart . The water level was
raised by the hydro scheme, and much of
the land is now under the loch, but some
old buildings can still be seen online , and
it seems reasonable to assume that this is
the place.
Going back to the two family trees, the
Alexander in Fig 1 is my 2G grandfather
(born in Dingwall in 1815), and Isobel is
descended from the Peter (born about
1828 in Ullapool) in Fig 2. Alexander is 5

generations from Hector, and Peter is 4,
so they might be the same Hector, born,
I reckon, about 1700, or at least closely
related.
Kinlochluichart appears as a settlement
with 5 or 6 buildings on Roy’s Highland
map (abt 1750) close to where Loch
Luichart Lodge is today.
There are 5 numbered names, and
my interpretation is that these numbers
refer to the sons in order of birth in each
generation. (If anyone has a better idea,
please write in). Hector, being no. (1)
is presumably at the top of this table;
(2) Roderick is his first son; (3) is the
05
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second son, not named; (4)Thomas is Roderick’s first son; (12)Roderick is a younger
son of (4)Thomas (who may have several brothers); (22)Thomas born 1786 at Heights
of Auchterneed, Fodderty; ()Alexander, born 1815 at Pitglassie Farm, Dingwall. His elder
sister, Christina, born in 1780 later went on to marry Kenneth Dingwall, shoemaker, and
moved with him to Aberdeen.
Alexander lived in Grindlay St, Edinburgh sometime between 1865/71 and 1899, the
latest date that this paper could have been written. His only known child, Thomas, was
born in Edinburgh in 1848, so possibly he had seen this table somewhere and subsequently
copied it for his son.
(22)Thomas’s death certificate in 1862 stated his parents to be Roderick Mackenzie,
gamekeeper, and Mary (maiden name McLean), gave his occupation as sawyer, and his
wife as Annabella Cameron. Thomas and Annabella also had Roderick (b. 1815, Dingwall),
Elizabeth (1817 Dingwall), Catherine (1819 Alcaig), Janet (1821, Alcaig) and Thomas (1828,
Dingwall). This last Thomas has living descendants, but I have been unable to trace the
other children. There might have been more born in Fodderty following their marriage in
1808, but the clerk didn’t record the mothers’ names, so we can’t be sure.
Because the last three names on this table are securely evidenced, it is surely reasonable
to accept the accuracy of the first three.

be a clerk and then schoolmaster suggests that his father was probably a tenant farmer
rather than an agricultural labourer, so there should be evidence of his payments in the
landowner’s archives.
Colin’s description of ‘Testator’ suggests that he played a part in some legal process,
but can’t yet be identified. Nothing is known of the other people on this table.
If these two scraps of paper show the same family, then it is possible to construct a
tentative tree as follows:

Fig 3. – Tentative construction of joint tree

Fig. 2 – transcription of
Isobel’s paper (Image 2)
Peter’s death certificate (1884, Ullapool) describes him as Licensed Grocer, age 56, married
to Catherine McKenzie (first wife Mary Reid). It gives his parents as Thomas McKenzie,
schoolmaster, and Magdaline (maiden name Moir). The informant, his son Thomas, is Isobel’s
ancestor. Kenneth appears to have had no children.
Thomas is recorded as Schoolmaster, age 60 in the 1841 Census, and on his widow’s death
certificate. His role as Paymaster’s clerk in the Fencibles (militia) should be documented
somewhere in the national archives.
It should also be possible to find evidence of his father Kenneth, described as Farmer in
Glastullich, (about 2 miles outside Ullapool). The fact that Thomas was educated enough to
06
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Are any of these names familiar? Have you
seen the Genealogical Table in Fig 1 before?
Do you know anyone who lived or worked at
Arrieleitrach or Kinlochluichart farms? Can you
shed any light on these Mackenzies?
If so, please contact me at
jean.mackenzie2@btinternet.com

Thomas Joseph and Peter Mackenzie
aged 6 and 5 with Aunt in 1872
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A good

READ

As the title suggests, this book is a study of the
history of Stronefield, an old ruined settlement in
South Knapdale. To find out why the settlement was
abandoned, the writer has searched the old records
and has painstakingly pieced together a picture of the
township and its inhabitants within the wider Knapdale
community. Drawing also on Gaelic and Canadian sources, the writer explores the
complex factors that contributed to depopulation and emigration from that part of Argyll.
The book contains a wealth of information about many aspects of life in Knapdale in the
old days: the importance of land, crops and animals; the landlords and factors; the culture
and language; the importance of religion; smuggling; illegal distilling and emigration.
There is detailed information about the people who lived at Stronefield and of others in
the near neighbourhood. Place-names, maps, photos and extracts from the census and
other records are carefully examined; while numerous extracts from the McGilp Letters
and from court records provide fascinating little cameos that bring the history alive. Some
aspects of this study, for example the observations on Arichonan, directly challenge
previous perceptions.
A schoolteacher by profession, Jean MacLeod is an Argyll researcher and genealogist.
From an early age MacLeod absorbed the oral traditions of the area. While these are
obviously important and useful, she nevertheless places more trust in the original written
records. Claims have been made, for example, that the people of Stronefield were
“burned out”, left homeless and forced to emigrate. Although this version of events has
appeared in some books no supporting evidence is provided, and MacLeod has not found
a shred of evidence to corroborate this claim. “Clearance” is too often used as a blanket
explanation for the demise of abandoned townships such as Stronefield in Knapdale,
while factors such as isolation, economic viability and a desire for a better lifestyle are
generally overlooked.
This book is on sale at the Argyll Book Centre, Lochgilphead & Kilmartin Museum,
priced £15. The Book Centre responds well to telephone orders (Tel: 01546 603596)
Dalarossie Churchyard is the twenty-sixth and latest in a
series of books of monumental inscriptions that the Society
has been producing on a regular basis. All the gravestones
had been photographed by member Ingvild Begg, who lives
in Norway, during her regular visits to the area. Both she and
Angus Bethune had transcribed them and both these factors
were very helpful in making the checking process much
easier than usual. As the burial ground is still active there are
one or two memorials and additions to existing inscriptions
that were not either photographed or transcribed by Ingvild
and Angus. In fact, one headstone was only erected a
couple of days before a final visit was made to check one
or two queries. The cost of the publication is £3.00 and the
book weighs 140 grams.
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A severe loss to the Society
It is with much regret that I have to inform members, particularly those who live in the
Inverness area and would have known him as he regularly attended the Society’s monthly
meetings, of the death of one of our most active members, Patrick Kelsey. He and his wife
Sandra, who at one time was a member of the committee, transcribed the monumental
inscriptions for Ardersier Cemetery, which was published two years ago.
In each of the last two journals Patrick wrote an article on the subject of the holders of the Victoria
Cross who had a connection with the local area. He also, along with Sandra, devised, set up and put
in motion, the procedures to create the new Pedigree database. In view of the very short time Patrick
survived after the confirmation of the serious nature of his illness, work on this project has stopped.
A decision on how to proceed in the future will be made by the committee, who wish to extend their
deepest sympathy to Sandra and her family at this very sad time.

Can you translate these memorials?
by Jonathan McColl

It’s taken me a while, but I am checking the
memorial inscriptions of Fodderty parish burial
ground, which should be publishable next year.
The War Memorial forms its gate and contains
62 names, including those of the people who
dedicated it on Armistice Day 1933 and six who
fell in WW2. The gate has material in English,
Greek, Latin and a great deal of Gaelic. I have
enough Gaelic to wish someone good health
and understand a few placenames, but these
passages are not within my reach – I would
appreciate your assistance in translating them
and perhaps you might point me at original
sources if they are quotations from elsewhere?
Internet research told me that Oude tethnasi
thanontes is from Simonides of Ceos, but was
not as helpful as I hoped in pinning it down a
bit tighter. Thank you!
Cha do shir is cha do sheachainn iad an cath.
In honour of those who served in sympathy with
those who suffered and in fadeless memory of
these departed who at duty’s high command
undismayed and noble hearted died for home and
native land.
We do not number them among the dead. They
rest on many fields where valour bled serving the
right.
Cha do thill ach an cliù.
ΟΥΔΕ ΤΕΘΝΑΣΙ ΘΑΝΟΝΤΕΣ
Carn cuimhne nan Gaidheal
Tìr mo chridhe
an ceòl bu bhinne
thigibh dhachaidh gu bràth
buaidh leis an làimh
a cheanglas an teud briste.

Is fearr duthchas
na gach nì
an am cruadail
aithnichear na gaisgich.
Sliochd fineachan uasal
a ghin o na tuathaich
sheas iad an dùthaich
anns gach cùis agas c’as.
Fir nach d chuir cùl ri caraid no ri nàmhaid
toiseach teachd is deireadh falbh
Fir nach do reic is nach do cheannaich a choir
is buainne bladh na saoghal.
Firinn ‘n an cridhe
neart ‘n an làmhaigh
coimhlionadh ‘n an teangaidh.
Is ian bhios iomradh
air a ghaisleach
an tus catha
bfheàrr na ceud
Chlann nan Gaidheal
chlann nan gaisgeach
leanaibh dluth ri bhur cliù
is bhur n-eachdraidh
Beal a labhras
ach gnìomh a dearbhas
tha an uaisle mar a chumar i
….
Gun cuartaich sìth an t-àite so
mar sgiathaibh calamain
Bha onair nan Gàidheal
an earbsa r’an tàbhachd
Bha sin mar a b’àbhaist
gun fhàillinn fo’n ghrèin
….
Mairidh an cuimhne
09
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Don’t jump to
conclusions
BEFORE YOU HAVE CHECKED ALL YOUR FACTS
By John Durham

T

his tale is yet another warning about the difficulties to be encountered while researching
one’s family history. Regular readers will be relieved to discover that this does not involve
a tale of woe encountered in my own researches, but comes as a result of an e-mail
from a lady, whom I shall refer to as Mrs X. She had purchased a copy of the monumental
inscriptions for Kilmuir Churchyard on the Black Isle.

‘On looking through this booklet, I found my
husband’s ancestors listed on pages 15/16
and page 17. However, it is the entry on pages
15/16 No: 148 that concerns me and I feel that
I should bring this to your attention. The entry
reads as follows:
“This stone was erected by Alexander
MACGREGOR, ship master, Inverness and
his spouse Isabella MACGREGOR in memory
of their children who died in infancy, the said
Alexander MACGREGOR, died 1st Sept 1832;
and his wife Isabella MACGREGOR, died 1st
Feb 1894, Roderick MACGREGOR, son of the
above, died and was interred here June 1887;
and his wife Mary YOUNG, May 1899.”
I know without any doubt that I have the
correct ancestors for my husband, and this
being the case I feel I should point out the
Alexander Macgregor died 17th February 1871
at 15 Shoe Lane, Merkinch, Inverness, and his
first wife Isabella Macgregor (nee McKay), died
26th May 1854, also at 15 Shoe Lane, Merkinch,
Inverness.
After the death of Alexander’s first wife
Isabella McKay, Alexander married again to
Helen sometime between 1859 – 1861.
1841 Census: 19 Shoe Lane, Merkinch,
Inverness – Alexander, Isabella (Wife), Ann,
Margaret, Helen, Isabella
1851 Census: 15 Shoe Lane, Merkinch,
Inverness – Alexander, Isabella (Wife), Helen,
Isabella
1861 Census: 15 Shoe Lane, Merkinch,
Inverness – Alexander, Helen (Wife), Elizabeth
10 www.highlandfamilyhistorysociety.org

1871 Census: 15 Shoe Lane, Merkinch,
Inverness – Alexander, Elizabeth
I hope the above 5 attachments help verify
the information provided above, but if you need
any further information I am more than happy to
help provide it. Hopefully the correct dates for
the deaths of Alexander and Isabella Macgregor
can be amended in any future publications of
your booklet.’
Strong stuff, so my first action was to see if
Roddie Macpherson had photographed this
particular stone, as that would save me the
bother of travelling to the burial ground on the
Black Isle and locating the gravestone and
checking the inscription myself. I went onto

Roddie’s excellent website http://gravestones.
rosscromartyroots.co.uk/ and soon found a very
clear photograph of the stone in question.
A subsequent e-mail from Mrs X indicated
that she had been to the graveyard the previous
week and had found the inscription covered in
moss and impossible to read. In the May 2011
journal I wrote an article that hopefully will
open further discussion on the relative merits
of photographing and/or simply transcribing
monumental inscriptions. The picture opposite
is a good example of one of the advantages of
the former approach. Roddie must obviously
have cleaned this stone before photographing
it, which allowed me to see that I had made a
couple of small errors in my original transcription.
Alexander Macgregor died 19th September, not
the 1st and his wife Isabella Macgregor died in
1854, not 1894. It should be pointed out that
this was one of the earlier publications and done
before the checking process was changed to
involve a second person at all times.
You will notice there is an immediate
discrepancy in the e-mail as the name of
Alexander Macgregor’s wife is stated as being
Isabella Macgregor (nee McKay). As most of
you are aware there is a significant difference
in the way that the surnames of married women
are treated in Scotland compared with England.
In England a married woman would appear
on monumental inscriptions with the surname
of their husband, whereas here in Scotland
her maiden surname invariably appears on
a gravestone. This gave me my first clue to
finding out why this lady insisted that the family
of Alexander & Isabella Macgregor that she had
found on the various census returns mentioned
in the e-mail may be the wrong one.
When I checked the 1851 census for Inverness
Burgh I found living at 13 Grant Street an Isabella
Macgregor, a widow, aged 84, a pauper sailor’s
widow, born Knockbain Parish (in which Kilmuir
is located). At 17 Shore Street was an Alexander
Macgregor, Head, Married, aged 68, a Hand
Loom Woolen Cloth Weaver. His wife Isabella
was aged 61, also born in Knockbain. As there
were two Isabella Macgregors alive in Inverness
in 1851 they couldn’t be the same person.
The lady commemorated on the gravestone in
Kilmuir was obviously the older woman under
her maiden name, which happened to be the
same as her husband, who was a Ship Master,
further proof that she was the correct Isabella..
So how had Mrs X got it all so wrong? In the
end it boiled down to one of the most common

errors made in family history research. In the
IGI there is an entry for a Roderick Macgregor,
baptized 27 May 1816 in Inverness to Alexander
Macgregor & Isabella McKay. The assumption
this lady had made was that as the year of
birth of this Roderick Macgregor tallied with
his age in subsequent census returns – age
35 in 1851 and 47 in 1861 – he must be her
husband’s ancestor. The Roderick Macgregor,
whose name was carved on the gravestone in
Kilmuir was her husband’s ancestor, particularly
as the stone adjacent to it recorded details of
Isabella Macgregor, the daughter of Roderick
Macgregor & Mary Young. Unfortunately she
had decided to ignore the fact that the surname
of Roderick’s mother carved on the gravestone
was Macgregor and not McKay and that the
dates of death were so significantly different.
Mrs X had sent me copies of death certificates
for both Roderick Macgregor and his wife Mary
Young. On Roderick’s certificate his mother
is stated as being Isabella Macgregor and
not Isabella McKay. That should have warned
her that she may have the wrong family. The
ages at death of both of them were very far
out, which is yet another reminder not to rely
on one document only to establish a fact. His
son Donald recorded Roderick’s age at death
as being 62, when it was 72/73. His daughter
Isabella recorded the death of her mother Mary
Young and stated that she was 70 years old
when she died (ie 9 years old when she and
Roderick married in 1836!!!), when in fact she
was 83.
That appeared to be the end of this little saga,
but there was still a surprise to come that raised
yet another problem. Mrs X obtained a copy of
the death certificate of Isabella Macgregor, who
died at 20 Brown Street, the house occupied
by Roderick Macgregor and Mary Young and
their two children both in 1851 and in 1861.
Remember the inscription on the gravestone
in Kilmuir had a date of death for Isabella
Macgregor of 1st February 1854. The date of
death on this certificate was 22nd January 1856
and John Martin, Sexton confirmed that Isabella
had been buried at Chapel Yard Cemetery,
Inverness! So why is there a different date on
the gravestone and a date that is 2 years earlier
than the actual date of death? Who knows, but,
as almost invariably happens when researching
one’s family history, you are left with yet another
problem to resolve.
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Primary sources
can be very
useful
By John Durham

Queries are referred to me via the
Society website on a regular basis.
Sometimes there is little to do to help
the inquirer advance their research, but
occasionally there is a success story to
report. This one was particularly pleasing
as the lady who e-mailed the Society
was 87 years old and was unable to
afford a professional researcher. I take
these queries with me on a Thursday
morning when I am doing my stint at the
Society’s desk in the new Archive Centre.
This allows me a chance to use all the
facilities that are on hand in a relatively
peaceful environment.
The question posed in the original e-mail was
as follows: I have come up against a brick wall
concerning my ancestor Peter Anderson born
1786 in Ardersier, Inverness to an Alexander
Anderson and Janet McKenzie. I have not
been able to find a marriage certificate for
his parents and it seems as though they may
have only been 16 years old when Peter was
born. I have not been able to find any siblings
for Peter either. Could you tell me if there is
any way I can find information about these
people?
Here is my reply.
“I accessed the Mormon’s website this
morning and soon established that there was an
entry in the IGI for a Peter Anderson, born and
baptised 10 August 1786 with parents Alexander
Anderson & Janet McKenzie. I could not find an
entry for a marriage of Alexander and Janet, nor
any more children to them.
I then decided to look into other marriages
involving the name Alexander Anderson in Petty
Parish and found one to a Janet Young on 14
May 1772. I then looked for children to this
couple and found the following: John, born 5 March 1773
Alexander, born 26 April 1774
William, born 24 May 1776
12 www.highlandfamilyhistorysociety.org

Janet, born 10 May 1779
James, born 22 March 1782
I then decided to look at the OPR for Petty
Parish, from which these index entries had been
obtained by the Mormons. I was particularly
interested in the names of witnesses to the
baptisms as sometimes you can obtain some
extra information from these names. This is what
happened today as one name kept turning up.
This was a John McPherson of Fishertown, who
was a witness to the baptisms of Alexander,
William, Janet and James.
What was most significant is that the same
John McPherson of Fishertown was one of
the witnesses to the baptism of your Peter
Anderson, the other being James Anderson –
almost certainly a brother of Alexander.
What I think has happened is that Janet
Young died, probably in childbirth, as she was
pregnant rather too often for her own well-being.
I suspect that Peter was illegitimate as the child
was baptised the same day that it was born. My
theory is that the church session demanded that
the child be baptised in the church and James
Anderson was there to make sure that his brother
turned up at church to admit to being the father.
Unfortunately this particular session clerk
listed all children as son (or daughter) to the
parents. Some other clerks say lawful son (or
daughter) if the parents were married and natural
son (or daughter) when they were not, but the
father admits parentage.
This means that I cannot be absolutely sure
what I am suggesting is what actually happened,
but I believe the circumstantial evidence is very
compelling. If I am right, your Peter has five half
siblings.
It looks as if the Andersons moved away from
Ardersier (or Fishertown as part of it was called)
as there is little evidence of the name Anderson
either in the local graveyards or the census
records.”
This is a very good example of the extra
information, such as the names of witnesses to
baptisms and marriages that can be found in the
Old Parochial Registers. These names can quite
often help to confirm that you have found the
family you were looking for. The lady who sent in
the query thought that my theory was probably
what actually happened, rather than the line
adopted by one of her cousins, now deceased.
His suggestion would have meant that the
Alexander Anderson he was suggesting was the
father would have been 16 years old when he
fathered the child.

From Skye to Australia
By Wendy Brindle – Perth WA

perhaps a family member is wondering
what became of their ancestor John,
hence I thought it could maybe rate a
mention in your HFHS Journal.

About 50 miles east of Perth, Australia
is an old Sanatorium which was used
from around 1906 until the 1960’s to care
for patients with pulmonary diseases.
We were wandering the cemetery
there one Sunday and came across the
one illustrated (pic 1). No doubt John
MacInnes worked on the early gold mines
in Western Australia and contracted
miner’s lung or similar or perhaps
contracted TB. Being form Inverness
myself, I thought his family must have
been hoping that John was coming to
a better life but obviously this did not
eventuate. Quite sad really. However,

The cemetery has been laid out in
denominational areas.
A large number of graves are only marked by
a grave marker.
The Wooroloo Cemetery was gazetted on
13th July 1906. The names found in Wooroloo
Cemetery are quite broad in their ethnic mix,
such as Chinese, Japanese, Yugoslavian,
German, English, Irish, Scottish, as well as
Aboriginal. The earliest burials date from 1915,
when the cemetery was under the control of the
nearby Wooroloo Sanatorium. The sanatorium
treated patients with a range of pulmonary
diseases, such as tuberculosis (TB) and a few
leprosy patients. The sanitorium ceased to be
the only TB centre in 1960 and TB ceased to be
a fatal illness after the discovery of Streptomycin
in 1944. Prior to this time, rest, fresh air and
good food were the only hope for TB patients.
Many of the patients at the Sanatorium were
miners whose lungs had become infected while
working on the various goldfields. Other graves
are linked to return servicemen. Women and
younger persons were also among the patients.
The majority of the graves associated with the
Sanatorium are mounds identified simply by a
cast iron marker bearing the plot number.
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Who was the heir of
James Mackillican of
Achagour and Calcutta?
By Dale W. Proctor

One of my first stops after I started
my journey into my family’s history was
to visit one of my father’s first cousins
who is known to have inherited a lot
of old family photographs. Dad and
cousin Dot’s paternal grandmother was
Agnes Proctor (1870 – 1960 ) who was
the Canadian born daughter of James
McKillican (1840 – 1916) who was one of
the Scottish Diaspora who hailed from
Tomhommie Farm in Ardersier Parish.
Viewing those pictures of the past generations
of my family that I was coming to know better
through my genealogical research was fun
enough but you can imagine how thrilled I was to
see that my cousin also had in her possession a
privately published genealogy tracing the history
of the McKillican family all the way back to the
17th century and beyond! As I came to learn, my
McKillican ancestors turned out to be my familial
connection to the Scottish Highlands - and
proudly so I do not hesitate to add regardless of
the fact that the Highlander blood in my veins is
a mere accident of birth as opposed to an actual
personal achievement of mine.
That wonderful book is entitled “The Followers
of Saint Fillan – A History of the McKillican,
McKilligan & McKilligin Families” and was
researched, written and published in 1985
thanks to the initiative of R.G.W. Mackilligin from
Tunbridge Wells in Kent. Sadly, Bobbie, as he
was nicknamed, has since passed away but his
legacy is about 400 copies of the “The Followers
of Saint Fillan” that were printed and distributed
among various family members around the world.
Unfortunately the book doesn’t provide
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source citations except for his Recorder’s
Preface where Bobbie indicated that he relied
heavily upon parish records and information
provided by various family members that he had
interviewed. From the little bit research I’ve been
able to complete from my distant location here in
northern Ontario, Canada, the BMD Bobbie has
recorded for my Ardersier branch of the family
is proving to be accurate. As most experienced
genealogists come to realize though, the
family lore that is passed on down in the family
through the generations often doesn’t stand
up to scrutiny. For example, Bobbie recorded
a claim that my 2x great grandfather James
McKillican was a veteran of the U.S. civil war.
This researcher has been unable to confirm this
after checking various record sources that have
been made available through the Internet and
it seems more and more unlikely to be true the
more I learn about him.
One interesting account recorded by Bobbie
pertains to James Mackillican of Achagour who
was my 2x great grandfather’s third cousin. This
somewhat distant relationship would prove to be
a source of some intrigue as you will see.
This distant cousin was the son of John
McKilican (b. 1795, d. before 1870) and Margaret
Clark and was born at Achagour on 28 June
1832. Bobbie states that this farm is remotely
located near Wester Belivat in Ardclach parish
to the east of Cawdor parish. Being the second
son, James presumably wasn’t destined to
inherit the family farming interests so he went to
India to try and make his living. Bobbie wasn’t
able to learn when James moved to India or
much about his activities there except that he
was a merchant in Calcutta. Thanks to Google
this researcher was able to learn that James’
firm, J. Mackillican & Co., traded in tea and was

in business as early as 1883-84 and was still
a going concern as late as 1911 . James was
apparently quite successful because when he
died of pneumonia on 15 September 1913 at
Glenlyon Lodge in Nairn, his estate amounted to
some £68,000, a very large sum of money which,
according to an online inflation calculator, is equal
to over £6 million today.
James had made out a will on 23 May 1896
but he had never married and all his named
beneficiaries had predeceased him. His executors
thereupon commenced a search to determine
who James’ legal heir was. As you can imagine,
this search and the prospect of inheriting such a
large fortune is said to have created quite the stir
among the McKillicans of the world.
A genealogical chart was produced from this
search and this researcher has a photocopy in his
possession. It’s entitled “GENEALOGICAL TREE
shewing [sic] the alleged relationship between
the deceased JAMES MACKILLICAN and the
claimants (1) MISS JESSIE ANN REID and Others;
(2) GEORGE MACKILLICAN and DONALD
MACKILLICAN”. This Genealogical Tree charts
the descendants of James’ 2x great grandparents,
William McKilicane and Margaret McPhail, who
contracted to marry on 7 March 1719 and lived
in the Petty and Ardersier area. My copy of the
chart is not dated and there is no attribution for its
compiler. Bobbie in the “Followers of Saint Fillan”
indicates that the tree was prepared by the Nairn
law firm of Lamb & Co.
Indeed, the Genealogical Tree shows no nieces
or nephews of James and Bobbie didn’t dig up
any in his research either. Due to the extensive
search that followed his death it’s probably safe
to assume that James didn’t have any surviving
first cousins either.
It would appear that the closet branch of the
family that managed to produce offspring for
successive generations was that of James’ grand
aunt, Margaret McKiligan who was born and
baptized in Nairn-shire in September 1754 and
married William Reid. The claimant mentioned
above, Miss Jessie Ann Reid, was born on 13
October 1866 and is a great granddaughter of
Margaret and William Reid and so is therefore a
second cousin, once removed from her wealthy
cousin. There are ten other cousins of this same
vintage in this branch of the Genealogical Tree.
It’s not clear to this researcher who exactly
the two other claimants are that are named in
the Genealogical Tree. George and Donald
MacKillican are linked together as claimant
number two and there are in fact two brothers of

those same names included in the Genealogical
Tree. James McKiligan and Margaret Norrie
married at Aberdeen on 19 December 1807.
Among their nine children were Donald who was
born, presumably at Nairn, on 22 September
1820 and George, the youngest, who was born
at Forres in 18 February 1827. Nothing is known
about Donald and George emigrated to New
Brunswick in Canada and later relocated to New
Jersey, U.S.A. According to Bobbie, George was
the only one of his siblings still alive in 1914. He
would’ve been 87 in 1914 so I have to wonder if
he was the claimant.
The only other Donald to be found that is
relevant to this time frame is my own 2x great
grandfather’s first cousin who actually went by the
name of Daniel McKillican. Nearly the same age
as my ancestor, Daniel also emigrated to Canada
and was for a long time a next-door neighbour
as they farmed in Tosorontio Township (near Lisle)
in Simcoe County, Ontario. Stories about the
Ontario branch of this family receiving a solicitor’s
letter regarding the search for James’ heir are
still remembered by some of the older members
among the descendants. Apparently none in the
family took the matter too seriously . I know that
my own great grandparents lived out their lives as
humble northern Ontario farmers so they weren’t
the recipients of any sizable cash infusions. There
is nothing in the family lore that has survived that
would suggest that Daniel was the claimant.
It could be that the George and Donald
MacKillican referenced in the Genealogical Tree as
claimants were ‘pretenders’ who weren’t going to
let the fact that they weren’t actually descendants
of William McKilicane and Margaret McPhail stop
them from making a “hail Mary pass”.
I wish I could wrap up this article by informing
its readers about who actually came to inherit
James’ estate but, unfortunately, that bit of detail
is not known. Bobbie’s investigation of the matter
didn’t achieve any results as the Lamb & Co. firm
was no longer in existence and the other firms
involved had disposed of their old files.
So that leads me to ask here, if there are any
readers of this journal who happen to know about
the eventual disposition of James Mackillican’s
estate I would love to hear from you. And no, I’m
not thinking about staking my own late claim for
a share of James’ fortune. I just love to connect
and share genealogical research with my distant
cousins.
Dale W. Proctor, North Bay, Ontario, Canada
dproctor13@gmail.com
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More winners of
the Victoria Cross
By Hugh Barron

I

n “The story of the V.C., by Brigadier Sir John Smyth, V.C., the names of the 1346 persons to
whom it was awarded are given. In nearly every case there is a photograph of the recipient.
These are the following Highland
surnames –
Barron 1, Buchanan 1, Cameron
2, Campbell 6, Carmichael 1,
Cumming 1, Currie 1, Drummond
1, Farquharson 1, Fraser 2, Gordon
4, Grant 5, Kennedy 1, MacAulay 1,
MacBean 1, MacBeath 1, MacRae
1, Macdonald 1, Macdonnell
1, MacDougall 2, MacFadzean
1, MacGregor 3, MacInnes 1,
MacIntosh 2, MacIntyre 2, MacIver
1, MacKay 2, MacKechnie 1,
MacKenzie 4, Maclean 1, MacLeod
1,
MacMaster 1, MacNair 1,
MacNeill 1, MacPherson 2, Munro
1, Murray 3, Robertson 4, Ross 1,
Shaw 2, Smith 18, Stewart 1, Stuart
1.
Most of those bearing the above
surnames were born out with the
Highlands while those who are listed
below were born in the counties of
Caithness, Sutherland, Ross-shire,
Inverness-shire, Nairnshire and
Argyll.
Brigadier J.C.Campbell who was
born in Thurso won his V.C. in the
Western desert in 1941. He had
served in the Royal Horse Artillery
and had earlier been awarded
D.S.O. and M.C.
Brigadier J.V.Campbell was a
brother of the Earl of Cawdor and
won his V.C. in 1916 while a Lieut
Colonel in the Coldstream Guards.
Brigadier Lorne Campbell was
born in Airds in Argyll. His V.C.
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was won in Tunisia in 1943 while commanding
a battalion of the Argyll and Sutherland
Highlanders.
Robert MacBeath was born at Kinlochbervie in
Sutherland. He won his V.C. in 1918 while serving
as a Lance Corporal in 5th Seaforths. He died in
1921 in Vancouver.
Captain David L.Macintyre, who was born
at Portnahaven in Islay, won his V.C. in France
in 918 while serving in the Argyll & Sutherland
Highlanders.
Major General Donald Macintyre was born at
Kincraig, Ross shire. He had served in the Indian
Army and won his V.C. in 1872.
David Mackay was born in Thurso in 1830. He
served in the 93rd Highlanders and won his V.C.
at Lucknow in 1857.
Lieutenant Hugh Mackenzie was born at
Blackpark, Muirtown, Inverness. While serving
in the Canadian Machine Gun Corps in 1917
at Passchendale, he won his V.C. . He had
previously been awarded the D.C.M. and the
French Croix de Guerre and was killed later on
the day he won his V.C.
Lieut.Col John MacNeill of the Indian Army
was born on Colonsay. He won his V.C. in New
Zealand in 1864. He became a Major General.
Lieut Herbert T. MacPherson who was born
in Ardersier won his V.C. at Lucknow in 1857. He
served in the 28th Highlanders and became a
Major General.
Captain John MacGregor of the Canadian
Mounted Rifles won his V.C. in France in 1918.
He was born at Cawdor and held the M.C. and
D.C.M. A book about him“ MacGregor, V.C.” , by
James MacGregor, appeared in 2002.
Colour Sergeant Henry MacDonald , Royal

Engineers who was born in Inverness in 1823
won his V.C. at Sebastopool in the Crimea in
1855.
Sergeant John Mackenzie was born in 1870
in Contin Parish. He was serving in the 2nd
Seaforths in the Ashanti War when he won his
V.C. in 1900.
Commander Anthony Miers RN was born at
Birchwood, Inverness. He won his V.C. in the
Mediterranean in 1942 while commanding a
submarine. He had been awarded the K.B.E. and
D.S.O. and bar. He later became a Rear Admiral.
The following were born in the North East
of Scotland – George Sellar who was born in
Lossiemouth won his V.C. in 1879 in the Afghan
War.
Sergeant Alexander Edwards who was born in
Lossiemouth won his V.C. in France in 1917 while
serving in the 6th Seaforth Highlanders.
George MacIntosh, who was born in Buckie,
won his V.C. at Ypres in 1917, serving in the
Gordon Highlanders. He served in the R.A.F. in
the war of 1939-45.
Sergeant Alexander Edwards who was born in
Lossiemouth won his V.C. in France in 1917 while
serving in the 6th Seaforth Highlanders.
Corporal Colin Fraser Barron was born at
Boyndie, Banffshire. In 1917 while serving in the
Ontario Regiment at Passchendale he won his
V.C.
Captain Charles Lumley who was born in
Forres won his V.C. in the Crimea War in 1855.
John Perie, Royal Engineers, who was born in
Huntly, won his V.C. at Sebastopool in 1855.
Lieutenant William Rennie who was born in
Elgin IN 1822 WON HIS V.C. at Lucknow in 1857.

QUERIES . . . . .
DO YOU HAVE ANY QUERIES OR CAN YOU HELP ANOTHER MEMBER TO SOLVE ANY LITTLE
PROBLEMS THEY HAVE. IF YOU HAVE, CONTACT US ON davidsoni1@btinternet.com

1 Having just read the May 2011 issue of the
HFHS magazine - I would like to share some
information with member 1942 regarding his
query about Jane Ross.
My G Grandmother was Jane/Jean Ross and
was born 1834. Her father was Andrew Ross
and mother Mary Skinner. Although this is the
wrong generation for the member’s query - I feel
sure that there will be some links with my Jane

Ross as Rockfield Tarbat is a very small village. I
have quite a bit of family history names that I can
provide, including census details.
I would therefore appreciate it if you could pass
my contact details on to David Ross.
I also have Skinner and Munro connections in
the area.
Lilias Maddock (nee Munro)
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Free Church Records for Highland Part 2
by Stuart Farrell

Further to my article in the last issue, here is some more information on the New Project by
the Highland Family History Society of the transcription and publication of those records of
the Free Church which are held in the archives. Baptisms for the Parish of Fearn for 1844-1890
have been published, with those for Alness of Baptisms (1843-1929) and Marriages (1847-1912)
is ready to be printed. Work is almost completed for the records for the Parishes of Nigg and
of Cromarty and the Parish of Resolis. Ongoing are those records for the Parish of Rosemarkie
(Fortrose) and the Parishes of Knockbain and of Killearnan. Listed below is the records of
Births or Marriages (sadly the Free Church did not record deaths though I did find some in the
Register of Nigg for 1895-1900) held in Highland Council Archives or in the National Archives of
Scotland that we hope to reproduce in the coming months and years:
-

Kirkhill Baptisms 1853-54, List of Inhabitants 1900 & 1905, Baptisms 1917-1933
Inverness East Baptisms 1843-1858
Kiltarlity Baptisms 1843-1854, Marriages 1844-1854
Loth Marriages 1843-1855
Fortrose Baptisms 1843-1855 & 1874-1929
Knockbain Births 1843-1854, Marriages 1843-1850, Baptisms 1880-1929
Resolis Baptisms 1843-1868
Cromarty Baptisms 1875-1918, Marriages 1843-1847
Nigg Baptisms 1843-1922, Marriages 1898-1899
Killearnan Baptisms 1843-1851
Tain Baptisms 1843-1866 & 1873-1911
Fearn Marriages 1843-1880
Edderton Baptisms 1847-1865
Kincardine (Tain) Baptisms 1872-1930
Tongue Baptisms 1843-1882
Durness Baptisms 1843-1922, Marriages 1843-1854 & 1863-1886
Glenurquhart Baptisms & Marriages 1866-1890
Kingussie 1843-1883

As I mentioned in my last article it may be possible that other records are still held by the existing
Free Church, as the above list covers only a small precentage of the Free Church for Highland and
who knows we might be able to get access to them too! If you cannot find your family member
in all of these remember there still are the records of the Baptist, Congregational, Presbyterian,
Episcopalian and Methodist churches to do as well! Look out for an update in the next issue.

Strays - update
Member Mary Davidson from Salt Spring Island, British Columbia kindly passed on a
collection of obituaries of people of Scottish birth, taken from her local newspaper in Victoria
B.C. Those with Highland family connections were:
GLOSTER, Dr. Owen Charles Leslie. Born 9th December 1925 Nairn. Died 6th April 2011 in
Duncan B.C.
GRIFFIN (nee Williamson), Amelia. Born 16th December 1923 Scalloway, Shetland. Died 1st May
2010 Victoria B.C.
McBEATH (nee Matheson), Elspeth Ross. Born 11th November 1921 northern Scotland. Died 5th
December 2010 Halifax, Nova Scotia.
MACKINTOSH, John (Ian). Born 14th September 1915 Nairn. Died 8th September 2008 Victoria
B.C.
MacSPORRAN, Donald Sinclair. Born 24th July 1933 Dunardy, North Knapdale. Died 26th July
2010 Victoria B.C.
The following batch of Highlanders who settled in the Burnett region of Queensland, Australia
comes from Bundaberg Genealogical Association’s 1988 publication “Pioneers of Bundaberg
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and District”. This data was sent in by member Carole Lohoar, whose great-grandfather Donald
McLennan was one of those early immigrants.
JOHNSTON, John Folsetter. Born 1st November 1868 Finstown, Firth, Orkney. Died 11th
September 1958 Bundaberg Qld.
LAIRD, Mary Ann. Born 12th March 1871 St. Andrews, Orkney. Died 10th February 1953 Mt. Perry
Qld.
McGILL, John. Born 25th June 1843 Kirkmichael, Argyllshire. Died 26 February 1915 Bundaberg
Qld.
McINNES, William. Born 7th June 1858 Fort William, Inverness. Died June 1945 Bundaberg Qld.
McINTOSH, Elizabeth. Born February 1828 Inverness. Died 19th April 1907 Bundaberg Qld.
MACKENZIE, Annie. Born 5th September 1859 Dingwall, Ross-shire. Died 19th June 1953
Bundaberg Qld.
McKENZIE, Charles. Born 1861 Ross-shire. Died 21 March 1937 Bundaberg Qld.
McKENZIE, James. Born 9th May 1840 Drynie Park, Killearnan. Died 4th March 1938 Bundaberg
Qld.
MacLENNAN, Donald. Born 8th January 1838, Brahan, Fodderty. Died 11th December 1901 Mt.
Perry Qld.
MacLENNAN, Roderick (brother to Donald). Born 1835 Brahan, Fodderty. Died 18th May 1872
Gayndah Qld.
McPHERSON, Christina Anne. Born 1840 Duthil, Inverness. Died 27th November 1903
Bundaberg Qld.
McPHERSON, George Bruce (brother to Christina). Born 7th September 1849 Duthil, Inverness.
Died 7th May 1938 Bundaberg Qld.
PARKER (Farquhar), Duncan. Born 7th July 1870 Tarbert, Argyll. Died Mt. Perry Qld
SHAW, John. Born 19th August 1865 Inverness. Died 26th March 1952 Bundaberg Qld.
SPENCE, Catherine. Born 21st May 1860 Scarfskerry, Dunnet, Caithness. Died Bundaberg Qld.

Renewing your membership
The new financial year for the Society commences on the 1st September 2011 and this is
my annual reminder to members that their membership subscriptions are now due. The action
you need to take, if any, depends on the method you use to pay your annual subscription.
Each member will fall into one of three categories.
1.
If you pay your subscription by Banker’s Order, you need take no further action.
2.
If you have paid your subscription in advance, a slip is enclosed acknowledging that
fact and indicating the period you are covered for.
3.
If neither of the above two categories, a pink reminder slip will have been enclosed
with your journal. This slip should accompany your payment to ensure that it is credited
to you. If you are in this category, please pay your subscription as soon as possible and
preferably by the 31st October 2011. You will not receive any further journals until you have
renewed your membership.
As mentioned previously the Society has a ‘stand’ on GENfair, the Online Family History
Fair and Genealogy Bookstore. This has been very successful from our point of view as many
members joined the Society for the first time using this method and it is a very easy way of renewing
your memberships. In addition several members and non-members have purchased publications
using this very secure system of payment.
Those of you who have access to the Internet can use this facility to renew your membership if
you have a credit or debit card. This will be of particular benefit to overseas members who do not
have a sterling bank account. At present they incur additional charges either in obtaining a sterling
cheque / bank draft or in using their own dollar cheques. Using GENfair also saves postage and
you will receive on-line conformation that your subscription has been paid. To use this service: 1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Go to <www.highlandfamilyhistorysociety.org>
On Home page, click on Membership
On Membership page, click on GENFair
Click on either Membership of Highland FHS - UK only or Membership of Highland 		
FHS – Europe & Overseas
Select the appropriate category (Individual or Pensioner) and follow the instructions.
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MONUMENTAL
INSCRIPTIONS PROJECT
by John Durham

Abernethy Churchyard
Stuart Farrell is in the latter stages of checking his transcriptions and once completed will
hand them over for indexing. The results should be published before the next journal goes
out in November. Check the burials index on the Society website where the index entries
will appear on publication.

Contin Churchyard
Dennis & Jean Pettit have been allocated this one. It looks to be quite a difficult one and
may take some time. Perhaps this one is a possible candidate for a day out for members
to help with the transcribing process. This point will be raised at the Social Evening to be
held at the Beaufort Hotel on 27th September.

PURCHASING PUBLICATIONS
The cost of postage at printed-paper rate, which can be found from the table below,
must be added to the cost of the publication(s) listed on the previous two pages. Orders
by post should be sent to the treasurer at 11 Braeside Park, Balloch, Inverness IV2 7HL.
Cheques should be made payable to Highland Family History Society and must be in
Sterling.
If you have access to the Internet you can order any publication and pay for it by
credit or debit card. To do this you should log onto the Society website. From the
opening page click on Publications, then How to order a publication. On the next
page click on GENfair. On that website you will see a list of all the sections within our
‘stall’. Once you have chosen the item(s) you want go to the checkout and follow the
instructions. You will then be directed onto a safe server to enter your card details.
NEW POSTAL RATES as at 4th April 2011

Dalarossie Churchyard
Now complete and published (see details on page 08).

Inverness Cathedral
The 130 transcriptions are still to be checked before publishing. This work will be done in
the autumn.

MEMBERSHIP DETAILS
New Members:
2517. Mr Kenneth Bruce Morrison – Dingwall, Ross-shire.
2518. Mrs Jane Harbour - Ferndown, Dorset.
2519. Mrs Margaret Underhill – Yangebup, W. Australia.
2520. Mrs Sandra Duncan – Newstead by Melrose, Borders.
2521. Mr Allan N. W. McKenzie – Virgil, Ontario, Canada.
2522. Mr Driffield Cameron – Burlington, Ontario, Canada.
2523. Ms Eileen Fitzsimons – Portland, Oregon, U. S. A.
2524. Mr Gordon Cameron – Edinburgh.
2525. Mr Bruce McBain – Mount Gambier, S. Australia.
2526. Mrs Jean C. Morison - Currie, Midlothian.
2527. Mr Vic Phillips – Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire.
2528. Mrs Sylvia Paterson – Kelso, Roxburghshire.
2529. Ms Sue Skermer – Canberra, Australia.
2530. Mrs Elspeth Dennis – Caterham, Surrey.
2531. Mrs Isabella E. Cruden – Helmsdale, Sutherland.
2532. Mrs Evelyn Lorimer – Blackburn, Aberdeen.
Changes to address etc
0463. Ms Nola M. Anderson - Balclutha, New Zealand.
1949. Ms Anna Lee Callum – Selby, Ontario, Canada.
2511. Mrs Agnes McKeand – Bishopbriggs . [taking over from Ms Margaret Finlay]
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Postal Charges Notes:
1.
Items heavier than 100g cannot be sent Letter Rate.
2.
Items heavier than 750g cannot be sent Large Letter Rate.
3.
Add 76p for each 250g or part thereof up to 2Kg.
4.
Items heavier than 300g to be charged at 55p for each additional 100g.
5.
Items heavier than 300g to be charged at £1.11 for each additional 100g.
6.
For items heavier than 550g - visit www.royalmail.com.
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE
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